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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two grueling days of intense
competition at the Region 3 Tour-
nament in Union on February 24-
25 after an elimination round on
February 22 resulted in the
crowning of 14 champions and
28 additional wrestlers who
earned the right to compete at
the NJSIAA championships in
Atlantic City this weekend, March
2 through 4.

Among those were Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
Raiders Andrew Jacobs (220-lbs)
and Anthony Tufaro (285-lbs),
who battled their way to the top
of the podium. Westfield Blue
Devils Ellis Opoku (138-lbs) and
Colin Barber (152-lbs) placed
third, and Cranford Cougar JP
Christiano (170-lbs) placed sec-
ond to earn their trip south.

On February 22, Blue Devils
Barber, Kieran Cline (182-lbs),
Nick Knepper (195-lbs) and Kyle
Kania (285-lbs) survived the
elimination round. The Raiders
advanced Brian Lapham (126-
lbs), Mike Steinfeld (145-lbs) and
Tufaro. The Cougars advanced
Gavin Murray (120-lbs), Corey
Markovitch (152-lbs), Christiano

COUGAR JP CHRISTIANO PLACES SECOND; BLUE DEVILS OPOKU, BARBER PLACE THIRD

Raiders Jacobs, Tufaro Grab Region 3 Wrestling Crowns
(170-lbs) and Jeff Weiss (220-
lbs).

Top-seeded at 220-lbs, Jacobs
used a slick side roll to finish off
A.L. Johnson’s Ed Olenick in 2:26
to advance to the semifinals.

“I think the reason why I got

good at that was because I
wrestled heavier people, whether
it be coach [Marc] Fabiano or
Anthony Tufaro. The more I do it
the more I get used to it,” Jacobs
explained.

Jacobs battered Tory Russell

(South Plainfield – SoP) with a
16-5 majority decision then de-
stroyed Vincent Coiro (Boonton)
in 1:31 to claim the title and his

free ticket to AC.
“He went for a hip throw. When

he turned, I bull-rushed him and
put a little trip in there. Then he
fell into the pin, and I held it,”
Jacobs explained.

After placing third in the dis-

trict tournament, Tufaro was
determined to prove that he was
indeed the top dog, and he be-
gan his evening on Friday with a
1:48 fall over Rod Senat (Colum-
bia) to reach the semis.

“I hit him with a front head

[lock]. He sprawled. I did my H2
– You get the front head. Sprawl
down. When he tries to pop up,
you reach the far ankle and pull
it up,” Tufaro explained.

His next opponent would be
Kania, who had upset him in the
districts with the benefit of a
Japanese Whizzer.

“I have been thinking about
moves to get out of it or not to let
it happen. I am ready, and I am
going to come at him,” Tufaro
promised.

Kania reached the semis after
earning a 5-3 decision over
Union’s Kristian Lewis. Kania es-
tablished his lead with a side
single-leg takedown in the sec-
ond period.

“It really wasn’t a match to
make any big moves. I wrestled
a little more conservatively. I
worked on more conventional
takedowns. That single was big.
It really set me in the lead,” said
Kania, who added, “Tomorrow is
going to be a big match.”

Tomorrow came and the battle
began. Tufaro had a 2-0 lead
then in the third period, he used
devastating top control and
turned Kania to his back to record

See Region 3 Wrestling
And More Photos

in The Westfield Leader
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEARLY GETTING THE PIN…Cougar Ian Henry, top, had Alex Murray (Watchung Hills) in a headlock and nearly
got the pin in his 126-lb quarterfinal bout at the Region 3 Tournament. Murray survived and won in overtime, 7-5.
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Raiders Tufaro, Jacobs Capture Crowns at Region 3 Mat Tournament
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

a fall in 5:51.
“I rode him out. Put in a half

[nelson] at the end. He was show-
ing me the opportunity, so I took
it. I also did an opposite Navy
[ride],” Tufaro said.

Kania won by forfeit to face
Linden’s Sumir Burns for third
place. Burns won in 31 seconds.

After witnessing his teammate
earn the trip to AC, Tufaro got
even more determined and pulled
off a five-point reversal to near-
fall move to defeat Juwan Proc-
tor (Middlesex), 5-3, and earn
his own free ticket to AC.

“He was a very tough oppo-
nent. I got him on the mat. I
knew I had to get him from there,
because neither of us was taking
each other down. I got him with
a half. He pealed my hand, but I
got an arm bar with it. I pushed
down with my right arm and
pulled up with my left, and I
turned him over and got my three
back points,” he said.

“It’s great that we are both in

the room now and still going on
to states, because we will prac-
tice harder,” Jacobs said.

Opoku kept working on the bar-
rel roll early on in his quarterfinal
bout with Anthony DiRosa of
Watchung Hills (WH) and wound
up with a 7-2 decision.

“The last time I wrestled him,
he was stretching it out, so it was
a little tough to get at first. I kept
working on taking him down. He
was broken after the second pe-
riod,” Opoku said.

After dropping his semi bout
with Jorge Lopez (Delbarton –
Del), Opoku pinned Kyle
Robertson (Hanover Park – HP)
in 5:55 then scored four points in
the third period, which included
a single-leg takedown to defeat
Christian Signorelli (Parsippany
Hills – PH) to earn his trip to AC.

“I had to keep my composure.
My single was my go-to move. I
wanted it badly,” Opoku said.

After dropping a 7-3 decision to
Ryan Merkel (Roselle Park – RP),

Barber made his move on Cougar
Markovitch in the wrestlebacks
with a pair of takedowns, two
near-falls and a reversal to grab a
12-0, majority decision.

“I knew that I was better than

him on my feet. His only chance
to beat me was on top, but I got
out. I wanted to show him that he
was not beating me ever again,”
Barber said.

Barber’s next bout would be
against Dylan Painton (SoP), who
had defeated Raider Sean Can-
non, 3-1, in the quarterfinals.

“I am going to do what I do

right, and I am going to make it
to Atlantic City,” Barber predicted.

Barber went on to defeat
Painton, 5-0, only to face Cannon
for third place and a trip to AC.
Each competitor recorded an es-

cape, and with the score knotted,
1-1, late in the third period, Bar-
ber was hit with his second warn-
ing to give Cannon a 2-1 lead.
With four seconds remaining,
Barber shot for the takedown and
succeeded for a 3-2 victory.

“I was not stalling at all. We kept
going out of bounds, but I worked
through that. Time was running

out. I had to take him down to win,
and I did,” Barber said.

Christiano, seeded second at
170-lbs, had a little difficulty with
Union’s (U) Steve Gibki in the
first period, but he took care of

business and pinned him with a
half nelson in 2:33.

“They (Union) have great
coaching there now. Now they
are becoming technically sound,
so I wanted to get the first
takedown and control the match
from there. I was working my

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING CONTROL…Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis, top, takes control of his 120-lb bout with Cougar Gavin Murray in
the Region 3 Tournament. Kalimtzis pinned Murray with a backdoor stack in 4:29.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO GET FREE…Raider Sean Cannon, top, needed to free his leg in
order to get a reversal on Dylan Painton (South Plainfield) in his 152-lb
quarterfinal bout. Painton held on and won, 3-1.

More Photos – Photo Library
12feb25-reg-wrest
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turns, and I got that opening and
took him straight to his back. I
got the claw. He came to his feet.
I lifted him to his back and I
grabbed one of his feet, so he
couldn’t push himself over to his
stomach, then it was just adjust-
ment from there to get the six
[pin],” Christiano explained.

Christiano rolled to the cham-
pionship bout to face nemesis
Joey Balboni (Brearley – Br) af-
ter recording a pair of takedowns
and a reversal to defeat Pat
Murphy (Morristown).

“I’ve lost to him three times
this year, but I am getting some-
thing out of every match. I am
getting closer and closer, trying
to rework the game plan. Hope-
fully this is the one on the biggest
stage where I finally beat him,”
Christiano said.

Christiano’s strategy worked
well as they entered the second
period with no score, but Balboni
recorded three takedowns to grab
the title with a 7-2 decision.

Blue Devil Kalimtzis, seeded
sixth at 120-lbs, dropped a 7-1
decision to Max Rogers (Del) to

be placed in the wrestlebacks
where he recorded a pair of
takedowns on Cougar Murray
before pinning him in 4:29 with a
back-door stack.

“I wanted to leave it all on the
mat. I wanted to wrestle my best
match. That’s my plan for the
rest of the day. I didn’t want to
come off the mats with any re-
grets,” Kalimtzis explained.

His next bout would be with
GL’s Ryan Morrison, who had
defeated in a dual meet.

“I was hoping to see him again.
I have to wrestle my match,
wrestle smart,” Kalimtzis said.

His smart wrestling earned him
a 6-4 decision and a showdown
for third in a rematch with Rogers.
Unfortunately for Kalimtzis,
Rogers won, 8-2.

Raider Lapham won his first
wrestleback, 10-6, but lost 4-2
to Alex Murray (WH) in the semis.
Cougar Ian Henry, seeded fourth
at 126-lbs, lost his quarterfinal
bout, 7-5, in overtime to Murray
then lost, 7-4, to Genaro Cuccolo
(HP) in the wrestleback.

Steinfeld dropped an 11-4 de-

cision to Nick Lospinoso (Br) the
eventual champion then won his
first wrestleback, 5-3, over Mike
Reid (Boonton). He then lost to
Mike DeVito (WH), 7-2. Cline lost

in the quarterfinals then defeated
Pete Jones (Parsippany – Par),
9-8, in the wrestlebacks before
losing to GL’s Zach Heissler, 5-0.
Knepper, after losing in the

quarterfinals, pinned Nick Haboj
(Madison – Mad) in 4:41 in the
wrestlebacks and lost to Josh
Knight (Plainfield), 7-5.

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
132: — Scott DelVecchio (SoP) md
Eamonn Gaffney (Seton Hall Prep –
SHP), 14-6
138: — Tyler Hunt (SoP) md Lopez
(Del), 12-5
145: — Lospinoso (Br) d Corey
Strasenko (SoP), 5-3 OT
152: — Brian Merkel (RP) d Desmond
Towns (Motown), 4-3
160: — John Balboni (Br) d Dillon Danis
(Par Hills), 7-2
170: — Joey Balboni (Br) d Christiano
(C), 7-2
182: — Vic Pozsonyi (RP) p Kevin
Matlon (SHP), 1:49
195: — Anthony Tancs (Br) d AJ Iarussi
(Summit), 3-1 OT
220: — Jacobs (SPF) p Coiro (Boon), 1:31
Hwt: — Tufaro (SPF) d Proctor (Msx), 5-3
106: — Anthony Cefolo (HP) md Nick
DeMarco (Br), 15-4
113: — Christian Innarella (Del) d
Brendan Calas (SHP), 3-2
120: — Troy Heilmann (SoP) d Mike
Magaldo (WH), 8-5
126: — Anthony Ashnault (SoP) d Nick
Anderson (Del), 6-1

THIRD PLACE:
106: — John DeVito (RP) d Alex Pollera
(WH), 5-3
113: — Jon Mele (GL) d Sam Kovacs
(Parsippany), 6-0
120: — Rogers (Del) d Kalimtzis (W), 8-2
126: — Patsy Davis (Mad) d Murray
(WH), 4-2
132: — Matt Coppola (WH) d Dan Reed
(Del), 9-6
138: — Opoku (W) d Signorelli (PH), 7-6

Raiders Tufaro, Jacobs Capture Crowns at Region 3 Mat Tournament
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

145: — DeVito (WH) d Josef Johnson
(Del), 3-2
152: — Barber (W) d Cannon (SPF), 3-2
160: — Travis Foster (Linden) d Simon
Levin (Millburn), 3-1
170: — Pat Murphy (Motown) d Andrew
Nelson (Mountain Lakes), 7-3
182: — Heissler (GL) d Jeff Velez (Br), 7-3
195: — Ives Viola (Colonia) p Knight
(Plainfield), 4:47
220: — Russell (SoP) d Kyle Allison
(Motown), 5-4
Hwt: — Sumir Burns (L) p Kania (W), :31

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A LEG UP…Cougar JP Christiano, top, defeated Pat Murphy
(Morristown) to reach the 170-lb championship bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Raider Mike Steinfeld (145-lbs) works a Peterson roll on Mike Reid (Boonton)

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Linden’s Nick Tekula (106-lbs), top, battles Brearley’s Nick DeMarco.
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McCOY PULLS DOWN 15 REBOUNDS, NETS 8 POINTS; McGOVERN 7 POINTS, MILLER HITS 6

GL Lady Highlanders Outlast Cougars for UCT Hoops Title
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stubborn defense may have
been one of the reasons that the
Union County Tournament cham-
pionship game between the top-
seeded Governor Livingston
Highlanders and the second-
seeded Cranford Cougars girls
basketball team was such a low-
scoring event at Kean University
in Union on February 26.

One thing for sure, the Lady
Cougars could never find their
rhythm offensively, and the Lady
Highlanders, who had some of-
fensive difficulties of their own,
held on to grab a 31-25 victory.

No Cougar managed to hit
double figures, but junior for-
ward Jess McCoy did lead her
team with eight points. Kaitlin
McGovern scored seven points,
Morgan Miller sank six points and
Jenna Goeller netted three points,
while Mairead McKeary added one
point. Additionally, the 22-4 Cou-
gars, who have been very pro-
ductive all season from beyond
the perimeter, hit only three
against the Highlanders, two from
McCoy and one from Miller.

“I think that once we started
missing, we got down on our-
selves, and that’s what com-
pletely destroyed any rhythm that
we could have gotten. I missed
my lay-up in the second half. It
kind of ruined everything else.
Then Morgan was a little off, and
Kaitlin was a little off. We all were
just off. We couldn’t pick our-
selves back up. It did come once
or twice, but it wasn’t enough to
keep us going for the rest of the
game,” McCoy said.

“Defensively, we did a very good
job. The problem was none of our

shots were falling. Had our shots
fell and we would have made our
first two lay-ups at the beginning
of the game, it would have been
a different story. Offensively, it
was not our night,” Cougar Head
Coach Jackie Dyer said.

Alyssa Polimeni led the 24-1
Highlanders with 15 points, in-
cluding a 3-pointer. Mallory
George and Rebecca Johnson
each netted five points. Erin

Ferguson and Sam Dowling each
had three points.

The Cougars definitely held their
own defensively. McCoy pulled
down 15 rebounds and added a
pair of blocked shots, two steals
and a tipped ball that led to a
steal. Miller had three rebounds
and two blocked shots. McGovern
had two steals and a block.
Goeller (2 assists) had three
steals and two rebounds.

McKeary (2 assists) had a steal.
“Jess did an awesome job of

being in the right spot. She would
fly from half court and grab the
rebound. She was very, very
tough defensively for us,” Coach
Dyer said.

Controlling the boards against
the Highlanders, who had won
their first meeting, 42-38, early
in the season was key in the
Cougars’ 49-44 victory on Feb-

ruary 10, and the key once again
was defense.

“Especially against GL, because
they have Ferguson, who is a
really good post player. They
have a lot of big [girls]. Our main
thing is rebounding, and for me,
it is rebounding as well. Coming
into this game, we knew that was
going to be our main game. I am
proud that we did that well, but
we weren’t translating that into
points,” McCoy said.

The Cougars failed to find the
inside of the net early in the first
quarter, and the Highlanders
capitalized to grab a 6-0 lead.
With the score, 8-2, the Cougars
did find the mark with a 3-pointer
from McCoy. Goeller followed with
a pair of free throws, but the
Highlanders held a slim, 9-8, lead
entering the second quarter.

Traveling violations were ram-
pant by both teams, especially in
the second and third quarters.
McCoy nailed her second 3-pointer
and added a lay-up, but the High-
landers won the second quarter,
7-6, to take a 16-14 lead at the
half. With the choppy offense by
both teams, the Highlanders won
the third quarter 7-5.

GL increased its lead to 26-19
with 5:09 remaining. A spark of
hope came when McCoy stole the
ball, drove down court, but un-
fortunately, she missed the lay-
up. With 1:35 remaining, Miller
banged a 3-pointer to narrow
GL’s lead to four. The Highland-
ers put the ball predominantly
into Polimeni’s hands. The Cou-
gars had to resort to fouls, but
Polimeni hit three and Ferguson
sank the final two.
Cranford 8 6 5 6 25
Gov. Livingston 9 7 7 8 31

See story and photos

In The Westfield Leader newspaper

CranforCranforCranforCranforCranford Cougar High School Sportsd Cougar High School Sportsd Cougar High School Sportsd Cougar High School Sportsd Cougar High School Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING DOWN COURT…Cougar Jenna Goeller, No. 4, takes the ball down court in the Union County Championship
game against Governor Livingston at Kean University. See more photos – 12feb26-cr-gl-gball
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Police Chief Mason Named
Cranford Administrator

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Mayor David
Robinson announced on Tuesday
that Police Chief Eric Mason, who
has also been serving as acting
township administrator since last
summer, would assume that posi-
tion permanently.

Mr. Mason, a 34-year veteran of
the police department and its chief
since 2003, “has earned the right” to
the administrator’s position, the
mayor said at the end of Tuesday’s
township committee meeting. Town-
ship officials have praised Mr. Mason’s
performance as acting administra-
tor, especially his role in the recovery
from Hurricane Irene last summer.
He took on the duties as acting
administrator when former adminis-
trator Marlena Schmid was placed
on involuntary administrative leave
last September. Mr. Mason will offi-
cially retire from the police force on
May 31, thus necessitating a search
for a new police chief.

In other business, the committee
approved ordinances setting sal-
ary ranges for several dozen town-
ship employees and raising —
“very minimally,” in the words of
Deputy Mayor Andis Kalnins —
the fees for the township swim-
ming pools. The committee also
introduced an ordinance that will
prohibit the feeding of wildlife in
Cranford. Commissioner Lisa
Adubato-Nesi said the ordinance
is aimed primarily at curbing the
feeding of deer on both public and
private property. She said this
practice has led to other wildlife,
including foxes, coming into resi-
dential neighborhoods. The public
hearing on the ordinance will be
held on Tuesday, March 27.

Another ordinance was introduced
that lowers the minimal usage for
sewer fee assessments from 75,000
gallons to 25,000 gallons. Deputy
Mayor Kalnins said this was being
done in an effort to make the sewer
fee “more equitable.” He noted
that the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority’s (RVSA) fees charged to

Cranford are going up 20 percent
this year. Mayor Robinson said “the
goal is to incent conservation,” and
pointed out that those who use the
least water will see an average
decrease in their sewer fees of
about 28 percent. The public hear-
ing on the ordinance will also be
held on March 27.

The committee approved, with
two abstentions, a resolution back-
ing a bill in the state Legislature
that would scrap the current for-
mula for disbursing state aid to
local boards of education and re-
place it with a system of equal
assistance for every student in
New Jersey, namely $7,481 per
student, regardless of where the
school district is located. Mayor
Robinson said such a change would
result in more than $20 million in
additional state aid to the local
board of education. Commissioner
Edward O’Malley abstained, say-
ing the township committee was
“looking to vent some frustration”
without having adequately ana-
lyzed the proposal. Commissioner
Adubato-Nesi also abstained, say-
ing that while she supported the
“concept,” the proposed legislation
had “not been vetted enough.”

The committee also approved a
resolution naming the new park at
the former site of Roosevelt School
as Theodore Roosevelt Park.

The township committee is com-
pleting its work on the 2012 mu-
nicipal budget, and Commissioner
Kevin Campbell said the five mem-
bers would go over the budget
“line by line” at their conference
meeting on Monday night. Mr.
Kalnins said the budget was ready
for introduction, but that commit-
tee members still wanted to re-
view it to look for additional ways
to lower expenditures and keep
the tax rate from rising too much.
And Mayor Robinson said that
even after the budget is formally
introduced in the next several
weeks, there would still be time
for changes to be made before the
budget is voted on later in June.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – A recall petition
may be circulated throughout the
borough to unseat Councilman
Jim Mathieu, resident Bruce Pater-
son told The Westfield Leader
Tuesday night. Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma filed a lawsuit
January 31 against Councilman
Mathieu. Mr. Paterson told the
council and mayor, in a statement
signed by him and resident Rose-
mary Snow, “…we are again at a
crossroads that many residents of
Garwood feel that good gover-
nance has been compromised by
the actions of Councilman
Mathieu.” They asked Mr. Mathieu
to step down, of which he did not
comply. Mr. Paterson said the
petition would have to go out
before the June Primary Election
to seek out 700 signatures.

In a separate request to the
council, Mr. Paterson stated why
the council must form a resolution
to the County of Union stating

that Freeholder Dan Sullivan also
being the chair of the freeholders’
finance committee, as well as the
director of the Union County Utili-
ties Authority is a conflict of inter-
est, and asked that it be “immedi-
ately resolved to the favor of the
taxpayers.”

The council unanimously ap-
proved changing engineering
firms to clean up the Depart-
ment of Public Works site on
South Avenue that experienced
an oil tank leak in 2005, and has
since been undergoing cleanup
efforts. Hatch Mott MacDonald
was awarded the contract for the
next phase of the project that
would cost $17,500, 50 percent
more than the proposal submit-
ted by T. Slack Environmental
Services, Inc. of Kenilworth, Bor-
ough Engineer Donald Guariello
said. “We have had problems
getting things done,” Mr.
Guariello said of Slack’s previ-
ous work on the job, and is why
he recommended awarding the

contract to Hatch Mott
MacDonald of Millburn.

Following Councilwoman Sara
Todisco’s recent announcement
of her request to install an em-
ployee evaluation policy for non-
union employees, she said the
council’s finance committee has
reached a decision and would like
to move forward with putting a
resolution on the agenda in the
near future that would make em-
ployee evaluations part of the
borough’s policy. She also said
the state will give the borough the
same amount of state aid it re-
ceived last year.

Athletic Field Complex repre-
sentative Louis Petruzzelli said
the rebid documents are still un-
der review. He noted that he and
the council “don’t expect to award
this before the summer is over.”
Ms. Ariemma said it could be pos-
sible to award in August.

The hiring of William Pervarnik’s
replacement on the DPW was de-
leted from the consent agenda at
Council President Keith Sluka’s re-
quest. “I think positions should be
advertised,” Mr. Sluka said. The
resolution is expected to be on the
agenda for the next meeting.

Representative of Garwood for
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA), Steven Greet,
gave an update on the RVSA,
stating the RVSA reduced staff
from 60 to 52 employees to date
and the 2010 to 2011 savings is
$285,000. Labor negotiations
were completed in August, he said.
An electrical supply contract that
was switched to Hess that oc-
curred in June has seen a 50
percent savings over 2010, which
resulted in a $230,000 savings
from 2010 to 2011. Garwood’s
assessment to the RVSA has seen
a reduction of $63,000 from 2010
to 2011.

People attending the  meeting
were required to walk through the
new metal detector that was au-
thorized by the council two weeks
ago. Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
told The Westfield Leader that the
detector cost some $2,700.

Library to Welcome Speaker
On Healthy Foods March 5

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library will host a presenta-
tion entitled “The Natural
Foodbasket” on Monday, March
5, at 7 p.m., featuring Lorraine
Harwelik of Natural Therapeutics
for Health.

Ms. Harwelik will discuss good
diet planning that leads to good
health and wellbeing. She will
explain how to fill one’s shopping
basket with healthful foods that
are commonly found in local su-
permarkets, health food stores
and outdoor markets. Her pre-
sentation also will include sug-
gestions for diet improvement.

Ms. Harwelik is a dual certified
clinical herbalist, licensed New
Jersey educator and registered
yoga teacher. For more than 25

years, she has been helping
people of all ages get well and
stay well, through the use of
natural foods, herbs and exer-
cise. She is the founder of Natu-
ral Therapeutics for Health, lo-
cated in Cranford.

Registration for this event may
be done in person at the Garwood
Public Library, by calling (908)
789-1670 or via the library’s in-
teractive calendar page found on
its website, youseemore.com/
garwood. The library is located
at the corner of Third Avenue and
Walnut Street, at the back of the
Lincoln School complex. Library
hours are Monday through Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Fridays, 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Satur-
days, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Mathieu Recall Effort Launched in Garwood
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Why Were Investigators Assigned To
Check UCWA Non-Profit Status

Editor’s Note: The following
letter was sent to District 21
representatives in the State
Legislature and copied to this
newspaper.

*****
I write to request your assis-

tance in understanding why
the Office of Criminal Investi-
gation sent two agents to my
home requesting information
about the Union County
Watchdog Association’s
(UCWA) non-profit status. I
suspect that dispatching the
special agents to address an
anonymous complaint regard-
ing an entirely administrative
question was a clear effort to
intimidate me from continu-
ing my activities as a leader of
the UCWA.

Had the agents or their su-
pervisors bothered to research
the false allegation that the
UCWA was not registered with
the State of New Jersey and
allowed to lawfully solicit chari-
table donations, they would
have discovered that the
UCWA was indeed properly
registered. Had they sent a
letter, an e-mail, or made a
phone call prior to making
their trip to my home unan-
nounced the matter could have
been readily resolved.

Imagine my astonishment
when two special agents from
the Office of Criminal Investi-
gation arrived at my doorstep
on the morning of January 11,
2012 to investigate the UCWA.
Can it be that the choice to
send state agents to address

such a minor matter is com-
monplace in a state struggling
to balance its budget?

As your constituent I hope
and expect that you will help
me put an end to the intimida-
tion of individuals who are
trying to participate in their
government and taking a stand
against government waste,
corruption and incompetence
in New Jersey. And if I am
incorrect in my assumption
that this is not the normal way
to deal with such a minor ad-
ministrative matter, certainly
there must be a more efficient
way for the Office of Criminal
Investigation to deploy re-
sources.

Please feel free to contact
me for any further informa-
tion that you may require. I
look forward to your antici-
pated prompt response to my
concerns and questions.

Tina Renna
 President UCWA

Cranford

Letters to the Editor

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The borough’s
planning board voted, 7-2,
with Bill Nierstedt and Geor-
gia MacIndoe dissenting, to
approve the application of
Andrea Lopez to operate a
permanent cosmetics busi-
ness at last Wednesday’s
board meeting.

Ms. Lopez, a Westfield resi-
dent, has signed a lease at
341 South Avenue in Garwood
to open up her permanent
cosmetic business, Joli Vis-
age, where she will offer para-
medical techniques of cosmetic
correction, such as areola com-
plex color restoration for
women who have undergone
a breast mastectomy recon-
structive surgery, scar cam-
ouflaging, and other applica-
tions, as well as eye, lip and
eyebrow artistry. She has 10
years’ experience in perma-
nent cosmetics and has her
license and insurance.

The board discussed at
length its interpretation of a
state statute to determine if a
micropigmentation perma-
nent cosmetics business is a
personal service use and if it
is a permitted use in the com-
mercial community zone. The
zone does not allow tattoo
parlors and the board delib-
erated if her business was
considered tattooing or not.

Victor Vinegra, the board’s
planner, who after meeting
with the applicant privately
and reviewing a packet of in-
formation on her business,
said, “I felt this was a cosme-

tology type procedure and I
gave that approval.”

“This procedure is a cosmetic
procedure and it is not defined
as a tattoo,” Board President
Steve Greet said in his motion
to approve the application.

“The interpretation of this
board is that the practice as
described by the applicant
does not fall under the defini-
tion of tattooing as contem-
plated by the Garwood zon-
ing ordinance and therefore
this is not a use which is
prohibited by the Garwood
zoning ordinance,” clarified
Board Attorney Donald Fraser.

Mr. Nierstedt stated, “…the
definition itself is

Bigas Graduates from
Salisbury University

SALISBURY, Md.— Jeffrey
Bigas, M.Ed., of Cranford, re-
cently graduated from Salisbury
University. Jeffrey was among
the 498 undergraduate students
who received 441 bachelor’s and
57 master’s degrees during the
University’s annual winter Com-
mencement ceremony.

contradictory…resulting in
permanent coloration of the
skin, which this is not, and
this includes all forms of per-
manent cosmetics.” He later
said, “I still think it is tattoo-
ing.”

“The intention of the ink is not
to be permanent in the skin,”
Ms. Lopez said. “They blend
into the skin. They really are
different [than tattoo ink].” She
said she uses different ink than
that used for a tattoo. When
doing eyebrows, she said it is
meant to look like hair.

The technique is also differ-
ent, she said, in that she uses
a small needle that is pen-
like, and does not go deep
into the skin like a tattoo
artist would to create a tat-
too. “You are feathering the
skin,” she described.

Ms. Lopez said permanent
cosmetics last anywhere from
six months to two years, and
the length depends on a
person’s pH balance of the
skin. She also said she would
lose her certification and li-
cense if she or anyone she
hired were to do a tattoo.
“I’m not allowed to do flowers
or designs, nothing,” she said.

As part of her business where
she uses paramedical tech-
niques, she works with medi-
cal professionals to discuss a
client’s needs “to create beau-
tiful, natural results to the area
of their body that has suffered
trauma,” as stated in her busi-
ness summary.

Probitas Verus Honos

UCC Alumni to Host
Atlantic City Trip

CRANFORD – On Sunday,
March 4, the Union County
College Alumni Association
is taking a trip to Atlantic
City and will be going to the
Showboat Casino. The cost
is $30 and each person will
receive $30 in slot play at
the Showboat Casino and a
light continental breakfast
on the bus. The first pick-up
will be at 8 a.m. at the
Elizabeth campus in front of
the Kellogg Building and the
second pick-up will be at
8:30 a.m. at the Cranford
campus in Parking Lot 1.

For more information on
either event,  contact
Rebecca May at (908) 709-
7495 or email
rebecca.may@ucc.edu.

Garwood Planning Board Approves
Permanent Cosmetics Business


