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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Modeled after the style of the
varsity team that recently won
the Group 3 championship, the
Cranford 12-year-old baseball
team exercised timely hitting and
seized opportunities on the base
paths to defeat Summit, 11-1, in
the pool play portion of the Cal
Ripken District 12 Tournament
at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield
on June 24.

The Little Cougars upped their
record to 3-1 to place themselves
in a favorable position for the
seeded portion of the tournament.

“We are 3-1. We lost to Millburn,
but we have been playing really
well lately. The kids are hitting,
playing good defense and are
aggressive on the bases,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Tom Ronan said.

The Little Hilltoppers, on the
other hand, were playing in only
their second Ripken Tournament
game, which was just their third
in summer ball, so searching for
the proper setup was still a chal-
lenge for the Summit coaches.

“This is our second game in the
tournament and third game this
season, so I am still getting to
know the kids. The kids are still
getting to know the different
positions, but it’s coming to-
gether. They are having fun. It is
all about improving and having
fun. They will be fine,” Summit
Head Coach Hank Gordon said.

CONNOLLY RAPS 4 RBI, 3HITS; WALDNER 3 RBI, 2 HITS; PERINO 3B, 2B, 1B, 2 RUNS SCORED

Cranford 12s Topple Summit in Ripken District 12 Tourney
In their three innings at the

plate, the Cougars pounded 13
hits, including six doubles. Lead-
off hitter Matt Perino went 3-for-
3 with a triple and a double, had
an RBI and scored twice. Pat
Connolly banged in four RBI with

a pair of doubles and a single,
while scoring once. Brian Waldner
(2-for-2, run scored) hammered
a three-run double, and Sean
Petrucci drilled an RBI double
and scored once.

Cougar Alex Esposito (RBI),

Tommy Ronan (RBI), Chris
Librera and Gordon Graceffo each
singled and scored once. Anthony
Patella scored in both of his plate

appearances. Colin Reilly
launched a long fly ball that
eluded the right fielder’s glove.
Jack Cellan and Pat Jarosa each
had a plate appearance.

Cougars Perino, who pitched
the first three innings, and

Graceffo, who pitched the fourth
inning, combined to limit the
Hilltoppers to one hit and two
walks, while notching six
strikeouts.

“Matt and Gordon throw hard.
They move the ball around. They

are smart on the mound. I got to
give credit to my catcher Chris
Librera. Credit goes to all the
kids. Everyone of them played
well,” Coach Ronan said.

Leadoff batter Greg Vlass had
the Hilltoppers’ only base hit, a
single to right field in the third
inning. Dylan Ingerman walked,
stole third base and scored
Summit’s only run in the second
inning. Andrew Kanaley walked
and stole second base. Will
Gibson and Brady Scheaffer each
had two plate appearances, while
Daniel McGill, Max Hayford,
Tommy Walker, Addison Drone,
Matt Supran and Joe Shepard
each had one plate appearance.

The Cougars scored a run in the
bottom of the first inning. Perino
drilled a leadoff triple – he was
awarded third on an interference
call while rounding second base.
Connolly followed with a looping
RBI single over first base.

Waldner led off the second in-
ning with a single, but the next
batter drilled a line drive to short-
stop that was caught by
Schaeffer, who fired to first to
double up Waldner. After the next
batter reached safely on a throw-
ing error, the Cougars exploded
with 10 hits, which included five
doubles, and a walk to plate 10
runs.

Schaeffer relieved and fanned
the next batter for the third out
and added two more strikeouts
in the third inning, while walking
one and permitting no further
runs.

“That’s one of the things we do
in practice. We do a two-out
hitting drill. Put the ball in play,
and obviously it paid off for the
kids,” Coach Ronan said.

Despite the very successful in-
ning, Coach Ronan was concerned
with some miscommunication on
the base paths when a runner on

Probitas Verus Honos
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE PUTOUT AT THIRD BASE…Cranford 12s third baseman Anthony Patella, No. 14, puts the tag on
Summit’s Max Hayford in the second inning of the Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament in Westfield.
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third was expected to head for
home but held up.

“We made some mistakes on

the bases, and it didn’t hurt us.
We told the kids it could hurt you
in the long run. In a tight game,

it could hurt you. That play par-
ticularly at third base, I was tell-
ing my kid going to second base

to stop, and he thought I was
telling him to stop, but the two-
out hits is what saved us,” Coach

Ronan said.
Summit 0    1 00 1
Cranford 1 (10) 0x 11
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SCHIAVO SLAPS 3 HITS, GETS 3 RBI; DENNER 2 HITS, 2 RUNS, BILLINGS SCORES 3 RUNS

Westfield Blue 12s Get Jump on Mountainside in Districts
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Eighth grade graduation took
its toll on the Mountainside 12-
year-old baseball team that sur-
rendered an 11-run first inning
to the Westfield Blue team that
went on to claim a 15-1 victory in
the pool play portion of the Cal
Ripken District 12 Tournament
at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield
on June 21.

The absence of several players
placed Mountainside in an awk-
ward situation of shuffling its
defense, and Westfield Blue as
the visiting team took advan-
tage of any irregularities.
Westfield Blue, on the other hand,
played stellar defense, snagging
key line drives that could have
produced runs for Mountainside.

“There were a couple of plays
early in the game. First inning,
we had bases loaded, one out
and Chris Schmedel hit a line
drive. The first baseman made a
nice play and doubled us up at
first. It was hard to watch. We
tried to keep the kids in the
game, and hopefully, we will live
to fight another day,”
Mountainside Head Coach Joe
D’Angelis said.

“We jumped out on them early.
We got some good breaks. Balls
fell in for us in the first inning. We
took advantage of chances that
were given to us,” Westfield Blue
Head Coach Dan Eliades said.

“It’s happened to us before.
We have a young team. Forty
percent of our team is 11-years-
old. It’s a long summer. We just
started playing summer ball here
and hopefully it turns around,”
Coach D’Angelis said.

Westfield Blue found success
with all three of its pitchers, be-
ginning with Cory Hiltz, who
pitched the first inning and al-
lowed one run on two hits, while
walking one. Brett Denner re-
lieved and pitched two scoreless
innings, while walking two and
allowing no hits. Sean Taylor
pitched the fourth inning and
retired the side 1-2-3.

“We got great starting pitching
out of Cory Hiltz, who’s been our
ace all year. Brett Denner gave
us some good innings in the
middle of the game. Sean Taylor

closed the game out. He pitched
very well,” Coach Eliades said.

Mason Boenning, who tossed
the third and fourth innings, was
Mountainside’s most effective
pitcher. He yielded just one hit in
each inning, but no Westfield
Blue player managed to cross
the plate.

“Mason did a nice job changing
speeds and hitting the target. I
think earlier in the game, we
looked like we weren’t ready to
play to some degree, and Mason
came in and settled us down,”
Coach D’Angelo said.

Westfield Blue totaled 11 hits
and got six of its nine free passes
(1 hit batter) in that momentous
first inning. Mark Schiavo (2 runs
scored) ripped three RBI singles
in his four plate appearances.
Denner singled twice, scored
twice, walked once and had an
RBI. Leadoff hitter Cory Billings
singled, walked twice and scored
all three times. Matt Manning
singled, walked, scored twice and
had two RBI. Nate Reyes had an
RBI single and scored twice. Chris
Marner singled, scored once,
walked, reached base on a

catcher’s interference call and
took a glancing fastball to the
helmet. Andrew Eliades rapped
an RBI single and scored once.
Hiltz singled, walked and scored
once. Tanner Devin walked twice,
scored once and added an RBI.
Graham Studwell walked in his
plate appearance.

“We got big hits from the big
guys in the middle of our lineup.
Nate Reyes and Matt Manning
have been hitting well all season.
Cory Billings is always on base
and scoring a lot of runs,” Coach
Eliades said.

Both of Mountainside’s hits
came in the bottom of the first
inning. Dylan DeFronzo walked,
Matthew Perez-Santalla singled,
Pat D’Angelis reached safely on a
throwing error and Boenning
sizzled an RBI single to leftfield.
Their rally ended when
Schemedel drilled a scorching
line drive into the glove of Reyes,
who stepped on first for a double
play.

Mountainside’s Justin Tavares
and Joe D’Angelo each drew a
walk in their two plate appear-
ances. Tani Marke grounded out
to third and reached safely on an
error, and Will Tracy grounded to
third and to first in his two plate
appearances. Only one strikeout
was recorded in the entire game.

Earlier in the tournament,
Westfield Blue lost to Chatham
and a strong Scotch Plains-
Fanwood team but came on to
beat South Orange/Maplewood
before stopping Mountainside.

“It was a good team effort.
Hopefully we have done enough
to advance. We put ourselves in
a hole early in the tournament.
Now we need a little bit of help to
move on to the next round,”
Coach Eliades said.
Westfield Blue (11) 400 15
Mountainside    1 000 1Probitas Verus Honos

SEE PHOTOS ON PAGE 4

More Photos in “Photo Library”

12jun21-wf-mtsde-ripken
Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWIPING SECOND BASE…Westfield Blue’s Chris Marner steals second base in the first inning as Mountainside
shortstop Mason Boenning, front, catches the throw and second baseman Tani Marke, No. 4, backs up the throw.
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Westfield Blue 12s Get Jump on Mountainside in Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament
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Lafayette Announces
Dean’s List

EASTON, Pa. – The names of 759
Lafayette College students who
have been named to the spring
semester Dean’s List were an-
nounced by Hannah Stewart-
Gambino, dean of the college. Each
of the students has achieved at
least a 3.60 semester grade point
average out of a possible 4.0.

Area students named to the
spring semester Dean’s List at
Lafayette College include:

Ryan Monahan of Cranford;
Alexa Salcito of Cranford; Chris-
tine Shanahan of Cranford and
Erica Gennaro of Mountainside.

Brechka Earns
Academic Recognition
SARATOGA SPRINGS, N.Y. –

Hannah Brechka, a member of
the Class of 2012 at Skidmore
College, earned academic rec-
ognition at the college this spring.
She is the daughter of Alan
Brechka of Cranford.

Hannah earned a B.A. degree
summa cum laude with honor in
biology at Skidmore’s 101st com-
mencement in May. In addition,
she was elected to Phi Beta
Kappa, the national honor soci-
ety that exists to encourage and
recognize outstanding individual
achievements in liberal educa-
tion. She also received the Dowd-
Lester Award, awarded to a se-
nior biology major in recognition
of outstanding work.

During her Skidmore career,
Hannah was elected to the
Skidmore Periclean Honors Fo-
rum, which recognizes academic
achievement and promotes in-
tellectual and creative activity as
well as citizenship and civic en-
gagement.

Fairleigh Dickinson
Names Honor Society
MADISON — Fairleigh Dickinson

University (FDU) has released
the names of students who have
been inducted into FDU’s Phi
Epsilon Omega senior honors so-
ciety and Phi Zeta Kappa junior
honors society.

To qualify for Phi Omega Epsi-
lon, a student must have com-
pleted 90 credits toward an un-
dergraduate degree, and of
these credits, 58 must have been
earned at FDU. To qualify for Phi
Zeta Kappa, a student must have
completed 60 credits toward an
undergraduate degree, 44 must
have been earned at FDU. Both
honor societies require a cumu-
lative grade point ratio of 3.2.

The following students have
been inducted: Rita Uhle, of
Cranford, and a student at FDU’s
College at Florham, has been
inducted into Phi Omega Epsi-
lon; Alyssa Branca, of Westfield,
and a student at FDU’s College at
Florham, has been inducted into
Phi Omega Epsilon; Allison
Schrul, of Mountainside, and a
student at FDU’s College at
Florham, has been inducted into
Phi Zeta Kappa.

Wake Forest
Announces Grads

WINSTON SALEM, N.C. — The
following local residents were
among over 1,700 students who
graduated from Wake Forest Uni-
versity on May 21:

Joyce Kechner from Cranford
and Augustina Healy from
Westfield.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times
GARWOOD – The Westfield Area

Y held an informational meeting
last Wednesday at Washington
School, where the Y is planning
to relocate its Garwood-based
childcare and pre-school, as well
as add a small fitness facility
geared to seniors in September
should the Garwood Zoning Board
and Borough Council approve its
conditional use application.

 The school was taken offline in
2010 because of budgetary rea-
sons, and students were merged
at Lincoln School. Earlier this
year, the Y signed a tentative
five-year lease with the Garwood
Board of Education. The Y goes
before the zoning board next
Wednesday for a conditional use
variance, which will not re-zone
the property.

Currently, the Y operates
childcare and pre-school at St.
Paul’s Church on Center Street
where all ages are combined,
Susan Morton, senior director of
child care services at the Y, told
The Westfield Leader and The
Times, whereas at the much
larger Washington classes could
be split for each age group.

Some 30 residents voiced con-
cerns of limited parking, vandal-
ism, devaluation of their homes,
and loss of the playground and
basketball court use for local kids.

Residents who live across from
Washington School on Beech Av-
enue, East Street and Locust Av-
enue have said that when
Cranford had used the building
this past year, after Hurricane
Irene flooded Brookside School,
during pick up and drop off times
cars would block homeowners’
driveways because there were
not enough parking spots around
the school.

John Schmidt, Jr., an attorney
representing the Y, said during
his presentation of the Y’s plan

for the facility that the blacktop,
where basketball and other
children’s games are situated
currently, would be turned into a
parking lot with 13 spaces for Y
staff to alleviate on-street park-
ing. There would be about nine
staff members working at one
time, he said.

“My kids are out there every
day from three o clock until dark.
The blacktop you are taking away
for parking…I’m against that,”
said Morty Brown, whose chil-
dren use the courts and games.

After a show of hands proved
residents would rather keep the
court for resident use, Mr.
Schmidt said the Y would not use
it for parking, and staff would
park on the street.

“We are willing to work with you
in any way,” Mr. Schmidt said.

Mr. Schmidt had recommended
asking the Garwood Police to
make residential side of the street
be permit parking only to keep Y
members from parking in front of
homes.

Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley told The Leader
and The Times that when Wash-
ington was open as a Garwood
school there was not an issue
with traffic or blocked driveways
during pick ups and drop offs.
There were about 85 students at
the school then, and the Y has
said they would have between
70 and 80 children. Ms. Quigley
said at least half of the children
were driven to and from school
when it was in use.

“We didn’t have trouble with
dropping off at that time,” a
woman who would not disclose
her name said.

In regards to attendance of the
400- square-foot fitness area,
Clark Lagemann, director of fa-
cilities, technology and risk man-
agement for the Y, said the Y
anticipates a maximum of 30
people using the fitness room
and classes at one time.

The fitness center would close at

‘Y’ Holds Meeting for Garwood Residents
9 p.m. weekdays and 6 p.m. on
Saturdays, and would be open from
noon to 4 p.m. on Sundays.
Childcare would start at 7 a.m. and
end at 6:30 p.m. on weekdays.

As far as the playground, Ms.
Morton said if the playground is
not licensed for children five and
under they would not use it and
will fence in another small area
for the pre-school children to
play. By law the Y would have to
have a fenced in area for young
children to play, she said.

Bob Black, who lives across
from Washington, said, “You are
going to devalue our houses.”

“An empty vacant building is
known as an attractive nuisance,”
Mr. Schmidt responded.

There has been recent vandal-
ism at Washington, Mr. Schmidt
said. Also, last year, the Garwood
Board of Education had said van-
dals broke windows and pipes at
the school.

“We will not expand outside the
four corners of this building,” Mr.
Schmidt said. “We do not antici-
pate major renovations to this
building.”

U of Hartford
Announces Dean’s List
WEST HARTFORD, Conn. — The

University of Hartford is pleased
to announce the following local
students have been named to
the Dean’s List for Spring 2012:

Michele Altebrando of Cranford
and Samuel Ross of Westfield.

Education News


