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l'ennemi du journaliste

In an interview after winning
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 tournament, with a 7-0, victory
over West Morris on June 1, Cou-
gar senior second baseman Eric
Garguilo told The Westfield
Leader, “We have two more to
go.”

Well, juniors Ryan Williamson
and Chris Folinusz ruined West
Milford’s afternoon as the
Cranford High School baseball
team defeated the 17-8 High-
landers, 7-4, in the Group 3 semi-

final round at Ramapo College in
Mahwah on June 5. Four days
later, the 22-4 Cougars, ranked
15th coming into the game, com-
pleted their mission with a 4-1
victory over Freehold Borough at
Toms River South High School to
regain their Group 3 title that
they had won in 2010.

In the semifinal game against
West Milford, Williamson used
his “metal stick” to thump a two-
run triple. He also scored once.
Folinusz doubled, singled, scored

three times and had an RBI. Jun-
ior Sean Feeney had a pair of
singles and an RBI. Junior An-
drew DiFrancesco scored twice.
Senior Sean McGovern had an
RBI triple. Sophomore Tommy
Trotter drilled an RBI double, and
Garguilo scored once.

Senior pitcher Kurt Rutmayer
(9-1) stood on the mound for six
innings and yielded four runs and
nine hits. Williamson relieved in
the seventh and slammed the
door 1-2-3.

It was Williamson’s turn to take
to the mound against the 18-13
Freehold Borough Colonials.
Williamson, who tossed a three-
hitter in the sectional champion-

FOLINUSZ HAMMERS 2 HOME RUNS; WILLIAMSON TOSSES TWO-HITTER, STRIKES OUT 9

Cougars Top Freehold, 4-1, for Group 3 Championship
ship game against West Morris,
went another step better and
limited the Colonials to only two
hits, while fanning nine, to up his
season record to 6-0.

The Cougars totaled five hits,
and Folinusz made two of them
definitely hurt as he blasted a
solo shot in the fourth inning and
added another solo blast in the
sixth inning.

Feeney scored the Cougars’ first
run in the first inning after whack-
ing a triple and scoring on
DiFrancesco’s RBI ground out. In
the fifth inning, Feeney was also
instrumental in the Cougars third
run when he lofted a sacrifice fly
to leftfield to bring home John
Oblachinski, who reach base on
an error and sped to third on

Garguilo’s bunt single.
Throughout the season,

Rutmayer and Williamson have
been among the state’s most
effective 1-2 punch on the
mound, and senior starter/re-
liever Vinnie Colaneri has added
to that Cougar punch. Folinusz
(9 home runs, 13 doubles, 48
RBI), who has delivered clutch
hits in key games, has been
among the state’s most potent
power hitters and added empha-
sis with his two solo home runs
against Freehold Borough.
Group 3 Semifinal:
Cranford 302 110 0 7
West Milford 100 021 0 4

Group 3 Championship:
Cranford 100 111 0 4
Freehold Boro 000 010 0 1

David B. Corbin (Spring 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AMONG THE BEST 1-2 PUNCHES IN THE STATE...Cougar senior right hander Kurt Rutmayer, left, and junior left hander Ryan Williamson have been among the state’s best 1-2 punches on the
mound. Rutmayer finished with a 9-1 record and Williamson finished 6-0.
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Head Coach Bob Bruno experi-
mented with several shifts in de-
fensive positions, especially in
the outfield, in hopes of finding a
proper fit for the Cranford High
School softball team that fin-
ished with a 14-8 record this
season.

Coach Bruno moved veteran
senior Emily Snyder to sure up
leftfield. Sophomores Jess Casale
and Kerry Wischusen occupied
centerfield and right field, re-
spectively. Juniors Julie Schott,
Sara LoBue and Jenna Goeller
also saw time in the outfield, if
not at the plate.

Sophomore Victoria Mettlin was

used as a utility player and some-
times took to the mound. Se-
niors Izzy Acton and junior Jess
Rediger alternated at first base,
and sophomore Maggie McKay
played third base.

Two positions that were carved
in stone were at catcher and
pitcher with four-year varsity
starter Melissa Moreno behind
the plate and junior lefty Julie
Siragusa on the mound. Both
were also very dangerous at the
plate with their “metal sticks” in
their hands.

Moreno batted in the No. 3 spot
and finished the season with a
.534 batting average (avg.). She
also had 21 RBI and belted four
home runs.

“Melissa is a four year starter, a
county champ and a state sec-
tional champ. She will continue
her education and softball at
Ramapo College,” Coach Bruno
noted.

Siragusa hit in every
game but the final game
of the season against
Westfield. When she
stepped to the plate, op-
posing teams were in
trouble. Siragusa
amassed a .685 avg.,
hammered 11 home runs
and led the team with 32
RBI. On the mound, she
pitched 129 innings, rarely
walked anyone, recorded
124 strikeouts and yielded
41 earned runs.

“Julie had a season that
most players dream
about. She’s a top player
in state and her numbers
bear that out. She will
have to fill some of the
leadership responsibilities
next season,” Coach
Bruno said.

Senior second baseman
Stephanie Bagniewski
batted in the No. 5 spot
and finished with a .305
avg. and 16 RBI and ex-
ercised some power with two
home runs. Her most influential
game came in a 4-0 victory over
Governor Livingston on May 8
when she blasted a three-run
homer over the fence at Adams
Field in Cranford. Moreno also
had an RBI single and Siragusa
fanned 10 Highlanders. Later,
the Highlanders went on to win
their second straight Union
County Tournament title.

“Stephanie put together her
best year as a Cougar and had a
game-winning homerun against
GL,” Coach Bruno said.

Sophomore Allison Verrilli, who

SIRAGUSA FINISHED WITH 11 HRs, 32 RBI, .685 AVG.; MORENO FINISHED WITH .534 AVG.

Softball Cougars Searched for ‘D’ Fit, Had Power on ‘O’
played third base last year,
shifted to shortstop and had an
outstanding season with a .998
fielding percentage. She was also
outstanding at the plate with a

.527 avg. and 10 RBI at cleanup.
“Allison is a gifted shortstop

that we will count on next season
to pick up some of the offense
that we lose through gradua-
tion,” Coach Bruno said.

The Cougars lost to the High-
landers, 7-2, in their first meet-
ing at Berkeley Heights on April
28. Siragusa blasted a leadoff
home run and added a triple that
she unsuccessfully attempted to
stretch to a home run.

In their first meeting with
Westfield on April 19, the Cou-
gars staggered the Blue Devils
with an eight-run first inning to

roll to a 12-4 victory. Siragusa
banged a pair of home runs and
finished with four RBI. Moreno
had three hits, including a two-
run home run.

Six days earlier, the Cougars
battered Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
12-1. Siragusa had a pair of
doubles and launched a monu-
mental home run over the
scoreboard at Adams Field.

Their final game of the season,
however, was not as memorable
in a joyful way, as they lost to
Westfield, 7-0, at Adams Field on
May 29.

“If you were to speak to the
girls, I think they would say they
underachieved this season, and
they are looking forward to next
season to see if they can right the
ship,” Coach Bruno said.

David B. Corbin (April 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUGH ON THE MOUND, TERROR AT THE PLATE...Cougar junior Julie
Siragusa has been very tough on the mound, but she has been a terror at the plate
this season with 11 home runs, 32 RBI and a .685 batting average.

David B. Corbin (April 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VETERAN BEHIND THE PLATE...Cougar senior Melissa Moreno played varsity
behind the plate all four years. This season she finished with a .534 batting average.
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for TheWestfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee, on a 3-2 party-line vote
Tuesday night, gave final approval
to the 2012 municipal budget that
will be financed by a 2.96-percent
increase in property-tax levies.

The $33.97-million spending
plan – of which $22.5 million will
be financed by property taxes
with $900,000 in surplus also
contributing – was criticized by
the two committee Democrats,
with Commissioner Kevin
Campbell saying that too much
surplus was being used, a move
he called “not wise at this time.”
He said the surplus should be
looked at as “the savings ac-
count of the town” and more
should be set aside for future
emergencies such as another
hurricane and flooding.

“Lower taxes shouldn’t come
at the expense of drawing down
the surplus,” he said.

But Mayor David Robinson, a
Republican, countered by say-
ing that he was not a big be-
liever in maintaining large sur-
plus balances.

“That’s your money,” he told
residents at Tuesday’s commit-
tee meeting, adding that he had
favored, unsuccessfully, using
another $100,000 in surplus
funds to lower the property tax
hike even further. Deputy Mayor
Andis Kalnins, a Republican, said
he was confident that the sur-
plus would replenish itself.

Among the more significant
line items in this year’s budget
are $5.3 million in salaries and
wages for the police depart-
ment, the largest expense in
the spending plan. Fire depart-
ment salaries and wages and
operating expenses will total
about $3.5 million. Group health
insurance costs will amount to
$3.8 million this year. Construc-

tion code fees are anticipated
to be $756,000 vs. $625,000
last year. And the library, which
will be financed by a separate
line item on property-tax bills,
will see a $1.36-million budget.

During the brief public hearing, a
resident asked what options the
committee had for next year’s
budget, when revenue from the
Payment-in-Lieu-of-Taxes (PILOT)
program at Cranford Crossing will
not be available. That program
allows local governments to retain
most property-tax revenue from
certain types of housing develop-
ments for a set period of time.
Deputy Mayor Kalnins said the
committee would look at ways to
offset the expected revenue loss
of about $275,000. Mayor
Robinson said the committee did
not expend all of the PILOT money
this year, so the “hit,” as he termed
it, will not be as bad as expected
next year.

In other business, the commit-

tee approved an ordinance chang-
ing the Downtown Management
Corporation’s (DMC) name to the
Downtown Business and Economic
Development Office. Commis-
sioner Lisa Adubato-Nesi said the
move had come in response to a
“long-standing request” from the
DMC, adding that the new moni-
ker “better reflects the responsi-
bility and role” of the organization.
Commissioner Campbell cast the
lone vote against the change, call-
ing it “unnecessary.” He said the
new name was “too wordy, too
bureaucratic. It sounds like some-
thing out of the Soviet Union.”

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Robinson handed out proclama-
tions to three newly-minted Eagle
Scouts: Daniel J. Van Ostenbridge,
Thomas Gabriel Cappucci and
Theodore Winkleblech. He also
presented a proclamation to resi-
dent Louis Margolis to mark his
90th birthday. Ten Girl Scouts re-
ceived proclamations for achiev-
ing the Gold Award. And Commis-
sioner Edward O’Malley presented
certificates to two local businesses
– Next Cleaners and Cake Artist
Café – for their efforts at adopting
environmentally-sustainable prac-
tices as part of the local Go Green
initiative.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The motion to
pass an ordinance for bulk pickup
this year failed, 3-2, Tuesday,
with borough council members
Timothy Hak and Louis Petruzzelli
voting in favor of the plan. Coun-
cilman Victor DeFilippo was ab-
sent.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said,
“I think it is the fair thing to do,”
when asked by Councilman Jim
Mathieu of her opinion on the
bulk ordinance presented. She
said she thought there were resi-
dents who did not have the means
to dispose of unwanted items
through hiring a private hauler
themselves.

The ordinance presented Tues-
day would have cost $95 per
permit on a first-come, first-
served basis. The contractor’s
proposal was to sell permits in
increments of 25, so if there was
a 26th person and no more ap-
plied than that 26th person would
be denied a permit. Another 25
people would be needed in order
to sell more permits.

Council President Keith Sluka
said shutting out residents due
to the increment layout is “poor
customer service.” He also said
residents should handle their
“over consumption” by finding a
private hauler. “We have gone
beyond a government solution,
we have a government problem
now,” he said.

Bulk has been discussed at
length at council meetings. Last
year, bulk cost $55 and was
hauled away by borough em-
ployees. This year, the council
wanted to take the task away
from borough employees so as
not to have any liabilities prob-
lems, and hire an outside ven-
dor, resulting in elevating the
permit cost.

Last month, Councilman Hak,

head of the committee in charge
of bulk, had presented the bulk
solution at $125, and to be sold
in increments of 21 permits. Since
then, Borough Clerk Tina
Ariemma rebid bulk and had a
lower bid — the $95 per permit.

Ms. Ariemma also said Cranford
officials said they were not inter-
ested in Garwood sharing bulk
service with the township, and
Westfield officials had not re-
turned her inquiries on sharing
the service.

Councilman Mathieu said he was
in favor of bulk but was swayed
by the length of time it took to
get a plan in place, and by Mr.
Sluka’s viewpoints of bulk. He
also said the fee increase is a
“whack” to the taxpayer.

Four bidders submitted bids for
the construction of the athletic
field complex ranging from $2.75
to $3.2 million, Councilman
Petruzzelli said. One bidder is
protesting the bids and is to be
reviewed by the borough attor-
ney.

A new proposal for the crossing
guards’ contract will be presented
at the council’s next meeting,
Councilwoman Sara Todisco said.

Ms. Todisco explained, “The
proposal does not change the
net income to the current cross-
ing guards, however, because of
changes to the legion of new
crossing guards and new guards
hired, as well as alternates, there
would be substantial savings to
borough if the motion is passed.”

A Republican bill, A-2454,
stalled in the State Legislature,
would alter eligibility require-
ments for unemployment insur-
ance for seasonal public entity
workers, and could include cross-
ing guards.

“This is not an issue at this
moment. I don’t know why you
are talking about something that

Garwood Council Denies
Bulk Waste Pick-Up, 3-2

Cranford Committee Okays Budget,
With 2.96-Percent Tax Hike

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Holistic Moms Meeting
On Tap For Tuesday

GARWOOD – Two La Leche
League of Union leaders will
present “Compassionately Com-
municating the Language of Love
to Our Children” at the Tuesday,
June 19 meeting of the Holistic
Moms Network. The meeting will
begin at 7:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s
United Church of Christ, located
at 213 Center Street in Garwood.

The session will concentrate on
discovering effective tools to con-
sistently and compassionately
convey messages of love to chil-
dren in a fast-paced society. The
presentation will highlight how
parents can communicate effec-
tively to children of all ages
through modeling, by what they
say, by what they do not say,
what they do, what they give, and
communication blockers to avoid.

College of St. Elizabeth
Announces Grads

MORRISTOWN - The following
local residents received degrees
from the College of Saint Elizabeth
during its 2012 Commencement:

Dominique Collucci of Cranford
received a Bachelors of Arts in
Art.

Jacqueline Riley of Westfield
received a Masters of Arts in
Educational Leadership.
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The 2012 Cranford Township
Committee can do pretty much
whatever it likes, just like the
2011 committee. And why is that?
Neither governing body approved
bylaws, the document stipulat-
ing the rules that are to be fol-
lowed by Cranford’s municipal
government.

Cranford’s bylaws are typically
adopted by resolution at the Town-
ship Committee’s re-organization
meeting held on or about January
1st of each year. The 2010 Cranford
Township Committee was the last
to do so. The omission in 2011 was
to allow the appointment of Daniel
McCarthy as township Attorney,
despite his failure to comply with
the “Fair and Open” process stipu-
lated in the township’s bylaws. As
the year progressed, the impact of
failing to adopt bylaws and the
committee’s preference for oper-
ating behind closed doors were
evident.

Article II, Section 3.0(A) of the
bylaws, Public Procurement Prac-
tices for all Offices Governed by
the Township Committee, states:

“The Township Committee is com-
mitted to openness, transparency,
fairness and the highest standard
of ethical conduct in its business
dealings pertaining to the pur-
chase of goods and performance
of services for all Township op-
erations, programs and services
that are offered... All activities
shall be governed by sound pro-
curement practices and policies,
the Local Public Contracts Law
and Administrative Code, Fair and
Open procurement of goods and
services, professional services,
extraordinary unspecifiable ser-
vices, work, public works and
improvements, and concessions
and other statutes and regula-
tions.” Undoubtedly, the 2011
Township Committee failed to
meet such a standard in conduct-
ing the township’s affairs. And
efforts to hold to such a standard
may have played a role in the
sudden and unexplained depar-
ture of Ms. Marlena Schmid, prior
township administrator.

Was the failure by the 2012
committee to adopt bylaws de-
signed to avoid the rules apply-
ing to the hiring of professionals?
The process outlined in Article II
certainly was not followed in the

Cran. Committee Should Adopt Bylaws by Ordinance ASAP
selection and appointment of the
new township administrator. The
discussions to give Mr. Mason
the township administrator posi-
tion on a permanent basis began
prior to the end of 2011, and
there was no formal process fol-
lowed either in 2011 or 2012 to
fill the professional opening. It
should be noted that he was
serving as chief of police and
acting administrator during the
extensive excavation at the
Birchwood Avenue site.

The 2012 committee followed
lockstep the 2011 committee’s
actions regarding bylaws, policy,
and the appointment of a new
administrator. No serious con-
sideration was given to conduct-
ing a true search for the most
qualified candidate. Mr. Robinson
offered at the March 12, 2012,
workshop meeting that Mr. Ma-
son may not have applied had
the type of search required by
the bylaws been conducted. Why
should that matter? Residents
are expected to be satisfied with
the Township Committee’s ex-
planation that the committee
feels “comfortable” with their
choice. Such disdain coming from
the governing body is becoming
common place and should be
rejected by Cranford’s residents.

The simplest way to end disrup-
tion regarding the bylaws is to
have them adopted by ordinance.
Such a change would prevent each
year’s new governing body from
playing political games with the
bylaws. The bylaws would be in
place permanently and could only
be changed with an amended or-
dinance, which requires a public
hearing. Such a change would
help prevent the abuses seen
during the past year and half. The
2012 Township Committee should
adopt the bylaws by ordinance as
soon as possible and take a long
hard look at the way it is conduct-
ing itself.

Mark C. Smith
Cranford

Letter to the Editor

is still in effect,” resident Bruce
Paterson said to the council.

It has been a hot topic at
Garwood council meetings with
crossing guards voicing their op-
position to losing their benefits.

Crossing Guard Rosemary Snow
said Tuesday that she is filing for
unemployment insurance.

The council voted, with Mr.
Mathieu abstaining, to approve a
bond ordinance to authorize the
2012 road and drainage improve-
ment project in the amount of
$340,000, with $185,000 to be
provided by state funding. It
would include road resurfacing
on Willow Avenue and Maple
Street and drainage on Hickory
Avenue, from East Street to Lex-
ington Avenue.

A letter was circulated announc-
ing the Garwood Republican
Committee’s candidates for Dis-
trict Leader, Cheryl and Steven
Blaufeder, representing the vot-
ers of the second district. In the
letter, the committee said they
endorsed a change in the second
district, represented currently by
Mr. Mathieu, because of Mr.
Mathieu’s support for having a
Democrat in the council
president’s seat, among other
reasons.

Councilman Mathieu told The
Westfield Leader that he voted
for Mr. Sluka “because I believe
he had the character to be coun-
cil president and because I be-
lieve he is more conservative
than any of the other members
of the Republican Party.”

Resident John Conlin inquired
about the HUD (federal govern-
ment Department of Housing and
Urban Development) develop-
ment at the former St. Anne’s
School that was approved two
years ago, and asked if Garwood
residents would have preference
in applying. The mayor said hous-
ing units are offered on a first
come, first served basis, and must
meet certain qualifications un-

der HUD rules. The housing de-
velopment would be for low-in-
come senior citizens. She said it
is a federal program that does
not show preference for Garwood
residents. Mr. Conlin said he
would not have voiced his ap-
proval of the project had he
known Garwood seniors would
not have first crack at housing.

Senior citizens who would like
to apply should contact the
Westfield Senior Citizen Housing
Corporation, the sponsor, to get
on its mailing list, the mayor
advised.

Mr. Conlin also suggested to
the council that legal ads be
printed in The Westfield Leader,
and not the Cranford Chronicle
because the Chronicle has not
reported Garwood news for many
weeks.

Mr. Petruzzelli announced the
Garwood Recreation Committee
now has a Facebook page.

Mr. Sluka and Mr. Mathieu said
they had attended the most re-
cent Union County Freeholders
meeting, as part of a new sug-
gestion by Councilwoman
Todisco.

Garwood Denies Bulk Waste Pick-Up
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Democratic Club has announced
the recent elections of Matt Allouf
as club president, Deborah
McCarthy as vice-president, Carol
Lombardo as secretary, and Den-
nis McCarthy as treasurer.
Charles Lombardo remains chair-
man of the Garwood Democratic
Committee and also has agreed
to serve as membership chair-
man for the Democratic Club.
Mrs. Lombardo will serve as hos-
pitality chairwoman. Council-
woman Sara Todisco will orga-
nize fundraising events for the
year, and Bill Nierstedt will pro-
vide publicity for the club.

Gwd GOP Club Elects Officers, Announces Events
At recent meetings, Mr. Allouf

called for the creation of a com-
munity participation group with
a goal of involving the club in
activities that exist for the bet-
terment of Garwood citizens,
particularly those who need the
most assistance. The group’s first
activities were donating food bas-
kets for Thanksgiving, and Eas-
ter food drives. The club will
accept monetary or food dona-
tions for these causes and any-
one who knows someone in need
is asked to contact Mr. Allouf.
Further publicity will be available
as the holiday seasons approach.

Earlier this year, the Demo-

cratic Committee selected Mr.
Nierstedt and Mike Wilson to be
the Democratic Party candidates
for the 2012 borough council elec-
tion. Their campaign will begin in
earnest in September with the
candidates going door-to-door
listening to residents concerns
and ideas. The 2012 Campaign
to Elect Nierstedt and Wilson is
also looking for volunteers to
coordinate and assist in the cam-
paign.

The club is scheduling a num-
ber of fundraisers for 2012. Pro-
ceeds will be used to advance
club goals and activities. The club

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Last week, 28 plein
air artists, artists who paint in the
open air, participated in “Paint
the Town 2012,” Cranford’s third
annual Plein Air Event and Art
Sale, sponsored by Jersey Cen-
tral Art Studios (JCAS).

Artists were selected to par-
ticipate in the program by land-
scape artist, Joseph McCurl of
Cape Cod, Mass., an acknowl-
edged leader in the current
American landscape school. The
six-day event included plein air
painting of local, Jersey Shore
and Manhattan landscapes.

In addition to painting, partici-
pants were able to screen the film
“The Agony and Ecstasy,” attend
an outdoor Brother John Brown
concert and watch Stapleton
Kerns, one of the competing art-
ists, conduct a landscape paint-
ing demonstration at the Clock
Park in downtown Cranford.

This year’s “Quick Draw,” one
of the event’s signature compe-
titions, drew over 60 contes-
tants. The contest, which was
open to the general public, is a

timed two and a half hour artis-
tic competition held in down-
town Cranford.

Completed paintings were dis-
played and sold at the North
Avenue train station. First, sec-
ond and third prizes were
awarded in adult and under-18
years of age categories.

As in previous years, the high-
light of the event was a gala and
pre-sale at the Cranford Commu-

nity Center on Saturday evening,
followed by a public show of the
artists’ works on Sunday after-
noon. Mr. McGurl also judged the
show’s 160 entries.

Stephanie Amato of Basking
Ridge is a faithful participant of
“Paint the Town,” having been
at the event for all three years.
This year, she decided to paint
only within the Cranford area
and set up her easel at the

Cranford’s ‘Paint the Town’ Draws Talented Artists and Art Lovers
Cranford Hotel, Rock’n Joe’s, The
Cranford Movie Theater, The
Canoe Club, Williams Nursery
and Trinity Church.

 “Cranford’s ‘Paint the Town’ is
one of the most exciting and well
organized plein air events I have
participated in,” stated Ms.
Amato, adding that the town and
its people, including volunteers,
go out of their way to support the
artists, and welcome them into
their homes and businesses.

Joe Gyurcsak, of Mercerville, a
20-year veteran of plein air paint-
ing, participated in “Paint the
Town” for the first time this year.

“It was a very special experi-
ence as the mix of artists in-
volved was interesting and en-
gaging. Each time I go out, it is a
new experience with the subject
I encounter and paint,” he said.

Mr. Gyurcsak chose Holly
Street, Dreyer Farm, downtown
Cranford, and his hosts, Jack
and Addie Vogel’s Cranford
home’s garden as his subjects.

“The town is very charming,
the people were engaging and
the subjects were endless. I
could have stayed a month and
had plenty of material to work
from,” said Mr. Gyurcsak.

David Henderson, a studio
painter with limited plein air ex-
perience, agreed.

“What I’ll take away from this
event are the people of Cranford.
To feel so welcomed and em-
braced by the town made the
experience for me. I would do
this again every year,” he said.

Deb Leber, president of JCAS
pronounced this year’s “Paint the
Town” “tremendously successful.”

“But it’s not only about art, it’s
also about community. An event
like this brings art to the commu-
nity, but it also brings commu-
nity to art,” she explained.

JCAS, based in Cranford, is a
non-profit group of artists and
citizens dedicated to raising
awareness of the arts and inte-
grating the arts into the commu-
nity through education, events,
and economic development.

More information about JCAS is
available on its website,
www.jcas.org.

Marylou Morano for The Leader and The Times
OUTDOOR ART...Joseph Terrone, an
oil painter from Glen Rock, paints the
Cranford Hotel during Cranford’s
Third Annual “Paint the Town” plein
air painting event.

has scheduled a trip to a Somerset
Patriots baseball game, featur-
ing after game fireworks on Sat-
urday, June 30. Future press re-
leases will advise of time, ticket
costs, and more details. Other
events to be scheduled are trips
to Monmouth Racetrack, a Red
Bulls Soccer game, and possibly
a New Jersey Devils game in the
fall. Interested parties can con-
tact Councilwoman Todisco as
details become available.

Letters were recently mailed to
registered Garwood Democrats
in anticipation of increasing mem-
bership. For information about
joining the club, contact Mr. Allouf
at (908) 264-8550.

VFW Auxiliary to Meet;
Recaps Service Activities

GARWOOD – The next meeting
of Bayleaf Leonard J. Sanders
Memorial Post No. 6807 Ladies
Auxiliary Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) will be held on Tuesday,
June 19, at 1 p.m.

President Catherine Madera has
advised that the meeting will
take place at 205 Willow Avenue
in Garwood, where all members
will be welcomed and committee
reports accepted. This year, La-
dies Auxiliary VFW Post No. 6807
is celebrating its 66th year of
service. Its charter was granted
on June 30, 1946.

Through the efforts of its offic-
ers, chairmen and members, the
Auxiliary had a successful year
participating in programs for ser-
vice members, veterans and the
community. Officers elected,
appointed and installed by Aux-
iliary Past President Kathy
Dorkoski are: President and Sec-
retary, Catherine M. Madera;
Treasurer, Kathleen Dorkoski;
Senior Vice-President, Alice (Vi)
Hirsch; Junior Vice-President,
Lois Hasselman; Chaplain, Lena
Cummings; Conductress and
Guard, Madeline Pevarnik; Patri-
otic Instructor and Soloist, Su-
san Leonard; Trustees – Three
years, Anne Leonard; two years,
Lottie Sworen, and one year,
Dolores Cielinski. Appointed

chairmen are Hospital – Gloria
Gilrain; Publicity – Eileen Fluhr;
Cancer and Legislative – Kathy
Dorkoski; VFW National Home
for Children – Lottie Sworen;
Veterans and Veterans Families
– Lena Cummings, and Ameri-
canism and Youth – Catherine
Madera.

Eric Sinnicke won the Sixth-
Grade Essay Contest. He read his
essay at the Garwood Memorial
Service on May 28 at the Knights
of Columbus. Eric received a
check from the Ladies Auxiliary
VFW Post No. 6807.

During the Spring Conference,
President Catherine Madera ac-
cepted a Citation for the Auxil-
iary from National for having
made a Health and Happiness
Donation to the VFW National
Home for Children.

On May 9, Mrs. Madera, Kathy
Dorkoski, Susan and Anne
Leonard attended the Luncheon
for Runnells Volunteers, at which
the Auxiliary received a Citation.
Auxiliary member and Past Presi-
dent Amy Mc Hugh was recog-
nized for her 17,000 volunteer
hours at Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County.

Members are reminded to con-
tinue to save Campbell Soup la-
bels and Box Tops for Education
to support the schools.
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