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FRIEDMAN, MOONEY, DiNIZO TOSS SHUTOUT BALL; RUSSO TOSSES 5-HITTER IN 6 INNINGS

SPF Nips WF Shamrocks, 2-0 in Clark Baseball Tourney
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

“Luck” may not have gone the
Westfield Shamrocks’ way
against the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF) 12-year-olds but
both teams displayed superb
pitching and very strong fielding
in a 2-0 SPF victory during the
Clark Tournament at the Clark
Little League Field on July 14.

Shamrock pitcher Danny Russo
went the distance, scattering five
hits and walking one, while strik-
ing out one. He did not permit
more than one hit in any given
inning.

“Danny Russo has been our
number-one pitcher all year. He
comes to play. Throws strikes.
Mixes up his pitches quite well.
He’s been a gamer. He’s been a
horse by going all six innings and
giving up one earned run,”
Westfield Shamrock Coach
Damon Roth said.

“Both teams’ pitchers were
throwing strikes, hitting the
spots, and both teams’ defenses
today made a lot of plays,” Raider
Head Coach Joe Higgins said.

Jake Friedman pitched the first
two innings for the Raiders and
yielded no hits, while walking
one and striking out two Sham-
rocks. Reagan Mooney stepped
to the mound for three innings
and allowed just three hits, while

walking one. Anthony DiNizo
closed the door in the sixth fac-
ing four batters and permitting
one walk, while fanning two.

“Our pitchers were leaders to-
day. Jake Friedman pitched two,

and we brought Reagan Mooney
in, who has been pitching his tail
off lately. He’s really been throw-
ing a lot of strikes. He keeps the
ball down. He fields his position
well and nothing seems to phase

him when he is on the mound,”
Coach Higgins said.

Shamrock right fielder Ryan
Roth snared a line drive in the

second inning. Second baseman
Ben Strauss initiated some fine
putouts. First baseman Chris
Wagner pulled off a fine scoop in
the second inning, and Russo
intercepted several difficult

comebackers to the mound and
converted them to putouts.

The Raiders did, however, man-
age to score their second run in
the fourth inning when DiNizo,
who stole second base, also stole

third then scored when the
catcher’s throw to third sailed
into leftfield.

“Our defense was stellar. Ben
Strauss did a great job at second
base. Our fielding, all-around was
pretty solid. We had one hiccup
on the steal at third that cost us
a run, but our defense and our
pitching kept us in the game. We
just couldn’t get that timely hit,”
Coach Roth said.

Although the Raiders totaled
only five hits, they had several
hard-hit balls that the Sham-
rocks’ defense managed to
handle, and struck out only once.

“That was the best we’ve swung
the bat in a while. We swung the
bat well enough to score six or
seven today, but they really made
some great plays in the field. We
got a little speed, and when we
are putting the ball in play, any-
thing can happen. Our guys did a
nice job with two strikes today,”
Coach Higgins said.

Leadoff hitter Patrick Downey
had two of the Raiders’ hits and
in the first inning, he took Russo’s
first pitch of the game and drilled
a double to the centerfield fence.
Downey also swiped three bases
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COVERING HOME TO GET THE OUT…Westfield Shamrock pitcher Danny Russo, right, covers home in time to put
the tag on Raider Patrick Downey in the first inning at the Clark Tournament on July 14.
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“He swung the bat very ag-
gressively. He is a tough out,
and when he gets on the bases,
anything can happen, because
he is lightning quick and an ag-
gressive base runner,” coach
Higgins said.

Mooney went 1-for-2 with a
walk and scored the Raiders’
first run in the first inning when
Alex Lipshitz’s grounder to first
was mishandled. Nick
McCormack singled in the sec-
ond inning and Friedman singled
in the fifth. Timmy Glastal, who
made a fine catch in leftfield,
laid down a sacrifice bunt in the

sixth after Vinnie Ferrara walked.
Michael Leegan hit two sharp
grounders to Strauss at second.
Andrew Kriney and Sam
Schetelich each drilled two sharp
shots that were caught.

The Shamrocks threatened in
three innings, especially the
third when they put together a
pair of singles from Chris Witzel
and Drew Ortiz, respectively, to
put runners on second and third
with one out, but Jack Sifelli’s
hopper back to the mound and
Wagner’s popup to first ended
the threat. Rory McGovern
singled and stole a base in the

fourth and walked in the sec-
ond. Ryan Toal walked and stole
two bases.

“We had our three and four
batters, Jack Sifelli and Chris
Wagner, who have been crush-
ing the ball. Jack last night got
four hits, but we could have
used one of those for today. It
didn’t quite happen. Scotch
Plains played a good game. It’s
payback! We scored 14 runs on
them in one inning two weeks
ago, but they came to play and
shut us down,” Coach Roth said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 100 100 2
WF Shamrocks 000 000 0

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders Clip Westfield Shamrocks, 2-0,  in Clark 12-year-old Tournament

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY STRONG PITCHING PERFORMANCES…SPF Raider Reagan
Mooney, top, pitched three shutout innings against the Westfield Shamrocks.
Below: Shamrock pitcher Danny Russo pitched six strong inning, allowing just
five hits, while walking only one batter.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A SACRIFICE...Raider batter Timmy Glastal puts down a bunt and moves the runner on first to second base
in the sixth inning against the Westfield Shamrocks in the Clark Tournament.
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

“Dog Days” of summer did not
slow down the Westfield White
12-year-old baseball team that
received stubborn pitching per-
formances from starter Ben
Cappiello and reliever Mark
Walter and also got an across the
board hitting attack in an 11-1
victory over Summit at Gumbert
3 Field in Westfield on July 13.

“We are winding down. This is
the “Dog Days” of baseball, but
today we came out with really
good energy. You don’t always
get it everyday at this time of
year, because it’s getting late.
It’s hot,” Westfield White Head
Coach Humberto Vall-Llobera
said.

“There are a lot of kids playing
baseball in Summit, and despite
what the outcome is they are 12-
years-old, and the more kids you
have playing the better off you
are in the future,” Summit Head
Coach Hank Gibson said.

“Summit is a little bit down this
year. Struggling! So we did what
we had to do. The kids were
swinging the bat, and we hit the
ball well today,” added Coach
Vall-Llobera.

Cappiello pitched the first three
innings and limited the Hilltoppers
to just one single, while walking
none and striking out one. Walker
stepped to the mound in the
fourth inning and allowed just
one run on one hit and one walk.

Summit Coach Hank Gibson
allowed his team the opportunity
to play various positions. Tho-
mas Walker had both of the
Hilltoppers’ hits.

“They are playing everywhere
and they are still having fun.
That’s all I care about,” Coach
Gibson said.

VALL-LLOBERA, DELVECCHIO BLAST HOME RUNS; LERIE RAPS 2 SINGLES, KNOCKS IN 3

Westfield White Uses Long Ball to Topple Summit, 11-1
Dylan Ingermann, walked and

scored Summit’s only run, and
Will Gibson had the RBI. Since
the game was just four innings,
several Summit players had only
one plate appearance, but
Michael McCann, Andrew Kanaley
and Brady Shaeffer put the ball
in play in their at-bats. Daniel
McGall and Max Hayford put the
ball in play in both their plate
appearances, and Luca Curran
was robbed of a basehit on a fine

defensive play from Westfield
White shortstop Mike Knapp.

Westfield White totaled 11 hits
and was led by Jake Vall-Llobera,
who blasted a solo home run and
added a game-ending RBI double.
Tom DelVecchio lined a two-run
homer over the right field fence.

“It’s nice to get off to a good
start. When those two guys get
going, we are going. DelVecchio
looked to get going, and every
ball he hit today was hard. Ev-

erybody hit the ball well today,
so it was a really good all-around
team effort,” Coach Vall-Llobera
said.

Leadoff hitter Jake Lerie poked
a two-run single and an RBI
single. Walter walked and had an
RBI bunt single and scored both
times. Cappiello walked and was
hit-by-a-pitch and scored both
times. Bryce Dannevig ripped an
RBI single and scored once. Tho-
mas Gannoway singled and

scored twice. Mike Birle and Matt
Barmakian each singled and
walked and scored once. Knapp
singled. Steve Barden and Alex
Apostolos each had two plate
appearances.

Westfield White scored once in
the bottom of the first inning
when Vall-Llobera hammered his
solo blast into the right field
parking lot. Birle, Cappiello,
Walter and Gannoway scored in
the second inning to make the
score, 5-0.

In the third, Barmakian plopped
a single over second base and
DelVecchio drilled his two-run
shot down the right field line. In
the fourth inning, Cappiello took
a fastball on the back, Walter
walked and Dannevig hopped an
RBI single. Gannoway singled,
Lerie pounded his two-run single
and Vall-Llobera rapped his
game-ending RBI double to cen-
ter.

With the regular season wind-
ing down, each team in the Cen-
tral Jersey Baseball League are
jockeying for a good seed in the
upcoming playoffs.

“Right now, we are 8-3, prob-
ably tied for second in the league.
And we are looking to go [to the
playoffs]. Two years ago at 10-
years-old, we were champions in
a great game against Chatham.
The competition is really tough.
We are hoping to get a little bit of
good play going into the play-
offs, because that’s what it’s go-
ing to take. We will have to play
solid for about five or six games
to get to that game. If I can be in
that championship game, I will
be happy. Then whatever the
results are, I will accept them,”
Coach Vall-Llobera said.
Summit 000 1 1
Westfield White 142 4 11

SEE MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 4

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR THE UMP’S CALL…Westfield White’s Mike Birle, right, and Summit second baseman Michael
McCann look for the ump’s call. Birle successfully stole the base in Westfield White’s 11-1 win over Summit in Central
Jersey Baseball League play at Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield on July 13.

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader

More Photos in “Photo Library”
12jul13-wf-w-sum
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RECEIVING CONGRATULATIONS…Westfield White slugger Jake Vall-Llobera, right, receives
congratulations from his teammates after hitting a homer. Bottom: first baseman Mike Knapp, No.
2, gets the putout on Hilltopper Dylan Ingermann, No. 25.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DIVING BACK TO FIRST…Westfield White’s Ben Cappiello, right, dives back to first as Summit
first baseman Luca Curran, No. 14, awaits the throw. Botton: Mark Walter pitches the final inning
and closes the door on the Hilltoppers.
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Veteran team captain Emidio
Monaco put an exclamation mark
on a showdown between the two
top teams in the Wednesday
Division of the Scotch Plains
Men’s Softball League with a
grand slam home run in the
ninth inning to elevate the un-
defeated Stage House to a 17-9
victory over Charlie Brown’s at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains
on July 11.

The Stage House men, who
won the title in 2009 and 2011,
upped their undefeated record
to 14-0 and appear to have solid
footing on the top rung of the
division. Charlie Brown’s, for-
merly Park Beverage, who
brought down the Stage House
in two games for the title in
2010, slipped to 10-4 and must
keep a keen eye on the up-and-
coming Diva Salon men, con-
sisting of a host of recent gradu-
ates from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, along with several
wily veterans.

Monaco, however, far from be-
ing a recent grad, stole the show,
not only with his grand slam but
also with an RBI single and an
RBI sacrifice fly to total six RBI.
Additionally from his catcher’s
position, he made a run-saving
putout at home plate in the third
inning.

But other Stage House team-
mates were also on their high
horses. Andrew Michnard con-
tributed to the 21-hits stam-
pede with a two-run double, an
RBI single and a double, while
scoring three times. Rob Harder
hammered out three singles and

MONACO BELTS GRAND SLAM IN NINTH, HAD 6 RBI; MICHNARD, PETE & DAN SAMILA HR

Stage House Stays Unbeaten, Conks Charlie Brown 17-9
a double, and an RBI, while scor-
ing three times. Speedy Scotty
Savarese had three singles and
an RBI. Tony Wargo singled
twice, had an RBI and scored
once. Pitcher Mo Wright singled
twice, scored twice, walked twice
and added an RBI.

Dan Samila led Charlie Brown’s
with a two-run home run and a
pair of singles and another RBI
to go with two runs scored. His
brother Pete (2-for-4, 2 runs
scored) pounded a solo blast in
the first inning. Damon Roth (run
scored) thumped an RBI triple
and a single, and Jeff Bendix
jolted a ground rule two-run
double.

The Stage
House horses got
their hoofs on the
plate four times
on six hits in the
top of the first.
Todd Simo, who
finished with two
RBI, looped an
RBI single to right
field. Michnard,
Wright and vet-
eran Brian Day-
ton added RBI
singles. Charlie
Brown responded
with Pete
Samila’s solo
blast and An-
thony Padovano’s
RBI single.

Three straight
1-2-3 half innings
followed until
Charlie Brown’s
meandered to the
plate in the bot-
tom of the third.

“They are bring-
ing Old Man River
back for a swan
song,” said
b a t t l e - a f t e r -
battle tested,

veteran Tom Straniero before
taking his turn at bat. Straniero
finished 0-for-3, but Charlie
Brown’s did score a run when
Brady Lau reached base on an
error and scored on Roth’s triple
(almost homer until he was
gunned down at the plate).

“That took a perfect throw to
get him and he got him,” Charlie
Brown’s Matt Walsh said.

Four more Stage House men
scored in the fourth to up their
lead to 8-3 then their lead
jumped to 11-3 in the fifth. Marc
Nies ripped a leadoff double and
Michnard launched a two-run
homer. As Harder stepped to

the plate, teammate Tim Walsh
(single, 2 runs scored) hollered,
“Come on Rob! Stay hot!”

He did with a double to left
then Monaco later brought him
home with an RBI single.

Impressive defense seemed to
prevail for the next few innings.
Wargo, from his shortstop posi-
tion, pulled off several dazzling
grabs of hot grounders.
Centerfielder Savarese charged
a blooper, snagged it as he
tumbled head-over-heel and re-
bounded to his feet. Brown third
baseman Kevin Spellman initi-
ated a second-to-first double
play, and pitcher Pete Samila

MONDAY DIVISION (July 10):
TEAM W L
Autoland 11   4
Five Guys   8   7
Vicki’s Diner   7 10
Hocus Pocus   6   8
Lou’s Auto   4 11
Sun Tavern   3 14

WEDNESDAY DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Stage House 13   0
Charlie Brown’s 10   3
Diva Salon   8   4
A-1 Tree Service   6   8
Trinity Electric   5 10

grabbed a liner and fired to sec-
ond to complete another double
play.

Stage House added a run to
their lead in the seventh on
Harder’s RBI single then Bendix
made a bold prediction.

“We had enough zero innings.
I feel four this inning. What do
you think?”

Pete Samila tapped a leadoff
single and Dan Samila banged
his two-run blast. Gus Alvarez,
Kevin Woodring and Walsh fol-
lowed with singles to load the
bases for Bendix, who lashed a
ground-rule two-run double that
bounced over the leftfield fence
to give Charlie Brown’s four runs
in the inning.

“We got the four. Let’s go
guys,” Bendix said.

John Palazzolo tapped a lead-
off single and scored on Simo’s
groundout to short to give Stage
House a 13-7 lead in the eighth.
Charlie Brown’s added two in
the bottom of the inning then in
the ninth, Wright and Dayton
drew free passes and Tim Walsh
loaded the bases on a miscue at
third. Monaco marched to the
plate and became the game’s
hero with his stunning grand
slam over the leftfield fence.
Stage House 400 430 114 17
Charlie Brown’s 201 000 420 9

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CALLED OUT AT HOME PLATE…Charlie Brown’s Damon Roth, No. 4, attempts to stretch a
triple into a home run in the third inning but is called out when Stage House catcher Emidio Monaco
makes the tag.

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader

More Photos in “Photo Library”
12jul11-stage-char-brown



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-6  Thursday, July 19, 2012

goleader.com/ballyhoo

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Brother against brother show-
downs may be one thing, but St.
Anthony, presently the top guns
in the Saints Division, outgunned
the sputtering St. “James Gang”
in a big way in St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League action at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains
on July 12.

St. Anthony jumped on the
“James Gang” in a fast and furi-
ous manner with a five-run first
inning, amassed 22 hits and
cruised to a 16-2 triumph.

In the brother against brother
situation, John Chupko of St.
Anthony and “James Gangster”
pitcher Frank Chupko have met
face-to-face for decades in the
league, but there seemed to have
been a question as to which
brother been on the winning side
the most.

“I would say mine,” guessed
John Chupko.

“I seriously don’t know,” an-
swered Frank Chupko.

Anyhow, the victory added an-
other notch in John’s favor.

The thunder off the bats of
Varojuan Baboomian, Nash

ST. ANTHONY’S BABOOMIAN, WARFIELD, PRECONTE, BURFEINDT PREVAIL ON OFFENSE

St. Anthony Annihilates Dazed St. ‘James Gangsters’ 16-2
Warfield and pitcher Tony
Perconte, especially, helped John
Chupko capture that extra notch.
Baboomian banged a triple,
double and a single, while scor-
ing three times. Warfield whacked
three hits, scored three times
and had three RBI. Perconte
poked three RBI singles and
scored once.

Dave Rothenberg added to the
“James Gang’s” misery with a
double, single, two RBI and a run
scored. Rob Barone ripped two
singles, walked, scored once and
had two RBI. Craig Burfeindt

singled twice and scored three
times. “Joltin’” Joe Tilocca jerked
an RBI triple and looped an RBI
single. Charlie Baier (run scored)
went 2-for-2, and Kevin St. Onge
tapped a pair of singles and
scored once.

Perconte had a two-hit shutout
going until the bottom of the
sixth inning when the “James
Gang” scavenged up enough
ammo to score two runs. Dan
Shneyder singled, and Frank
Chupko brought him home with a
double that rolled towards the
leftfield fence. Veteran Tom

Maher brought Chupko home with
a groundout to shortstop. Marty
Bernstein had a single in the first
inning, and Jim Cassidy singled
in the second.

Just before Perconte took to
the mound in the sixth, John
Chupko mumbled, “Usually Tony
is serving up meatballs. Today,
he’s good.”

Baboomian led off the top of
the first with a double to right
field, and Warfield slapped an
RBI single over first. With
Rothenberg on base, Perconte
punched an RBI single to center.

As Steve Pirella stepped to the
plate, Warfield shouted, “Let’s
go Steve! We ain’t done yet. Get
some more!”

Pirella scribbled an RBI single
to left then Tilocca brought home
the fifth run with his looping single
to right.

Since the “James Gang” had no
ammunition at all, St. Anthony
plated two in the third when
Warfield managed to score on a
series of errors, Burfeindt doubled
and Barone lofted an RBI sacri-
fice fly to right-center. Tilocca
thumped an RBI triple and Baier
added RBI single in the fourth to
jump the score to 9-0. Then the
score elevated to 12-0 in the fifth
when Warfield, Rothenberg and
Perconte each slashed RBI
singles.

Not to be forgotten were sev-
eral fine defensive plays. Warfield
and Baboomian each made slick
running snags in the outfield,
and Barone made a backhand
grab at second base. Third
baseman John Stuek initiated a
second-to-first double play.

St. James’ Rob Stratton made
two fine plays in centerfield, in-
cluding one that led to a double
play, and Paul Leso made a leap-
ing grab in leftfield. But when
Frank Chupko made his second
agile play from the mound, re-
sulting in putouts, Perconte, while
his team was batting in the sev-
enth, was inspired to say,
“Frankie! You are a lot better
than your brother.”

Interestingly, his brother John
was at the plate at the time and
wobbled a slow wiggler back to
the mound that Frankie flubbed.
The miscue sparked a four-run
burst, which included RBI singles
from Burfeindt, Barone and
Perconte and an RBI groundout
from Rothenberg.
St. Anthony 502 230 4 16
St. James 000 002 0 2
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO BLAST THE BALL…St. Anthony’s Dave Rothenberg prepares to blast the softball. Rothenberg finished
with a double, a single, two RBI and a run scored against the St. “James Gang” at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader

More Photos in “Photo Library”
12jul12-st.-ant-james
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – New Jersey State
Superior Court Judge Karen
Cassidy, the assignment judge
for Union County, has ruled that
The Pointe, a 44-unit age-re-
stricted condominium complex,
is not entitled to snow and ice
removal by the borough because
she deemed that the “area in
question was not a road but a
driveway not subject to the Mu-
nicipal Services Act.” In her deci-
sion, the judge said the area in
question, Chestnut Court and
Maple Court, “does not provide
circulation or access to other
roadways” but rather access to
The Pointe residents’ parking
spaces and garages.

“We are disappointed. We feel
we are being treated like sec-
ond-class citizens,” Roswitha
Metz, a homeowner and also trea-
surer of the board at The Pointe,
told The Westfield Leader.

On March 10, 2011, The Pointe
billed the borough for $54,524 in
snow removal costs for the pe-
riod of 2008-2010. Since the
borough did not reimburse The
Pointe, The Pointe responded with
a lawsuit filed May 31, 2011. The
borough decided to litigate, re-
sulting in hourly charges billed
by Borough Attorney Joseph
Triarsi summing $15,655, ac-
cording to his law offices’ bill that
was retrieved through an OPRA
request.

“That is ridiculous. We are not
talking about roads and roads
and roads. We were only talking
about the middle of the street [of
Chestnut and Maple Courts]. It is
a minimal amount [of plowing]
and for Garwood to spend
$15,000 to litigate – that is ab-
surd,” said Ms. Metz.

Since the lawsuit was filed, resi-
dents of The Pointe have spoken
out at borough council meetings,

stating the residents at The Pointe
pay about double the taxes, about
$12,000 to $14,000, of the aver-
age taxpayer in Garwood. In its
legal argument, The Pointe re-
lied on the Municipal Services
Act, which was written to protect
condominium dwellers, such as
The Pointe residents, from double
taxation. The Pointe residents
have argued that they pay taxes
and condo fees and also pay for
private snow removal.

“Even if it is a private commu-
nity, according to the Municipal
Services Act, they [the borough]
are supposed to reimburse you
for part of it [snow removal]. We
pay half a million dollars a year to
Garwood. That is what I am up-
set about more than anything,”
Tom Pedas, a resident of The
Pointe, told The Leader.

“The residents sadly do pay
high taxes but that is a result of
the market at the time of the
purchase of the property. New
construction taxes are based on
the sale of property and some of
those townhouses at the time
were selling for close to
$600,000,” Borough Clerk Chris-
tina Ariemma told The Leader in
an e-mail.

“However, I do feel for these
people in this situation. Let’s not
neglect the fact that the only
service not being provided is snow
removal on what the judge de-
termined to be a ‘private drive-
way/road.’ We do provide them
services and no one ever men-
tions that,” she said.

The municipality provides The
Pointe garbage, recycling, leaves
and grass pickup, Ms. Ariemma
said, as well as street lighting in
the areas that are not private.
Ms. Metz said The Pointe pays for
the electricity of the street lamps
on Chestnut Street and Maple
Street, which are municipal
streets.

Gudrun Minton of Maple Court
in The Pointe said at last week’s

council meeting, “Here in Garwood
we are being shortchanged. 512
Maple Court, you would think that
is a street, but the city decided it
is a driveway and we are not
getting the basic services you are
talking about. This is not fair. We
are paying the highest taxes in
this community – we should be
getting something.”

The plaintiff, as stated in the
ruling, said that Chestnut Court
and Maple Court “allow for two-
way traffic and has a fire lane.”

Testimony at the hearing by
plaintiff witnesses Mark Epstein,
chairman of the Association at
The Pointe, and Russell
Fernandez of Bechtel Engineer-
ing, and defendant witnesses,
Police Chief Bruce Underhill and
Borough Engineer Victor Vinegra,
were used in the basis of the
court’s decision, as well as case
law Bligen versus Jersey City

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A public hearing
to review the site plan being
submitted by Cranford Develop-
ment Associates LLC for the
Birchwood Avenue development
will be held on Wednesday and
Thursday, August 8 and 9, at the
Union County Courthouse. And
township officials, past and
present, voiced their displeasure
at Tuesday night’s township com-
mittee meeting, not only about
the venue for the hearing but
also the timing.

Cranford Development Associ-
ates is proposing to build 360
new housing units in what local
officials say is a flood zone. Town-
ship Attorney Phil Morin said
Tuesday night that Douglas
Wolfson, a court-appointed spe-
cial hearing officer, had sched-
uled the two-day public meeting

in Elizabeth even though both
Cranford officials and the devel-
oper had sought to have the
hearing held in Cranford. Mr.
Morin added that the Cranford
Board of Education had offered
the Orange Avenue School as a
venue.

Several residents also com-
plained about the venue, saying
it will be more difficult for inter-
ested residents to travel to Eliza-
beth and then find parking in
advance of the hearing, which
begins at 10 a.m. on both days.
Mayor David Robinson agreed,
saying “It’s a hassle.” The mayor
also questioned the timing of the
hearing, noting that many resi-
dents may be out of town on
summer vacations during the
early days of August. And he
agreed with comments made by
former mayor Mark Smith, who
said the site plan approval hear-

Judge Rules The Pointe Not Entitled to Snow Removal by GW
Housing Authority as introduced
by the defendant and case law
Stonehill Property Owners Asso-
ciation versus Township of Vernon
as introduced by the plaintiff.

In the Bligen case, “…the court
held that a driveway located
within the housing authority did
not fall within the Municipal Land
Use Law’s definition of a ‘street’…”

The plaintiff had argued the
Bligen case law was inapplicable
and had cited case law Stonehill
Property Owners Association ver-
sus Township of Vernon that
found a paved area providing
access to vehicular traffic from
public streets to private homes is
covered under the Municipal Ser-
vices Act.

At the May 8 council meeting,
William Connolly of Maple Court
in The Pointe, said, “The only
access for an ambulance is Maple
Court. The only way a fire engine

can get to me is through Maple
Court. The only way a police
officer in a patrol car can respond
to an emergency in my unit is
through Maple Court. Nonethe-
less, Garwood deems Maple Court
to be something less than a pub-
lic street. I think that is unfair.”

“This case was closely watched
by other municipalities here in
New Jersey, as this situation has
come up in other towns who are
confronted with the question
about access to condo neighbor-
hoods who have signs warning
non-residents to ‘keep
out’....these residents cannot
have it both ways. If my town is
expected to plow your private
road, our kids should be allowed
to skateboard there and ride bikes
and teachers should be able to
park their cars there,” Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi told The
Leader in an e-mail.

ings were being held before
Cranford Development will have
gotten the necessary permits
from the state Department of
Environmental Protection.

 “This seems to be putting the
cart before the horse,” Mr. Smith
said.

When the former mayor asked
if there was anything that could
be done to change the venue of
the hearing, Mr. Morin said the
committee had discussed options
in closed session, but would not
divulge the details of those talks.

After the two-day hearing, Mr.
Wolfson will then make recom-
mendations about the site plan
to state Superior Court Judge
Lisa Chrystal, who last year is-
sued an order over the township’s
objections allowing the develop-
ment to move forward. The town-
ship is in the process of filing an

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Birchwood Site Hearing Set for Aug. 8-9 in Eliz.
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appeal of the judge’s decision.
The township committee has

received a letter from the
Cranford Environmental Commis-
sion that, besides stating that it
is “extremely concerned” about
the Birchwood Avenue develop-
ment, asked that the township
secure the services of an environ-
mental consultant to assist with
the township’s fight against the
project.

In other business, the commit-
tee gave unanimous approval to
the 2012 capital budget, which
amounts to $1,361,800 for sev-
eral projects, according to Deputy
Mayor Andis Kalnins. He said
$280,000 in radio upgrades for
the police department will be
funded by the capital budget, along
with $265,000 earmarked for
sewer repairs, $280,000 for re-
surfacing of several streets, a re-
placement street sweeper and de-

silting efforts in the Rahway River.
“This is a well-balanced capital

program,” he said. In response to
a resident’s query, Mr. Kalnins
said no funding was included for
repairs of the dikes along the
Rahway River. He said the town-
ship is still reviewing cost esti-
mates for the project, which range
from $1 to $3 million.

Commissioner Kevin Campbell,
while voting to approve the capital
budget, said he would have pre-
ferred have money included for
dike repairs. “But a half or two-
thirds of a loaf is better than none,”
he said.

Commissioner Edward O’Malley
presented certificates to two local
businesses — the Cranford Cham-
ber of Commerce and
NJDriver.com — for their efforts at
adopting environmentally-sustain-
able practices as part of the local
Go Green initiative.

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP…President Margaret M. McMenamin, left, and
Victor M. Richel, right, Chair of the Union County College Board of Trustees,
congratulate James Perry on his Lifetime Membership to the Association of
Community College Trustees.

state legislators and members of
the State’s congressional delega-
tion advocating on behalf of the
State’s 19 community colleges.

Since 2006, he has been the
Northeast Regional Chair of ACCT.
In this capacity, Jim has been a
member of the organization’s
Board of Directors. The Board
establishes policies that super-
vise, control and direct the af-
fairs of ACCT.

CRANFORD – At the Union
County College’s June 26 meet-
ing of the Boards of Governors
and Trustees, Jim Perry received
a Lifetime Membership to the
Association of Community Col-
lege Trustees (ACCT).

Mr. Perry, of Plainfield, has been
a member of the Union County
College Board since 1992 when
he joined as an appointed mem-
ber by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders. In his 20
years of service, he has been a
key member, chairing the Edu-
cation Planning and Policy Com-
mittee, as well as serving as Vice
Chair of the Board of Trustees.

Jim has served as a Trustee
Ambassador for the New Jersey
Council of County Colleges for
many years. As a Trustee Am-
bassador, he meets regularly with

Birchwood Site Hearings Set Aug. 8-9

UCC Board Vice Chair,
James Perry, Honored

CRANFORD – Cranford High
School graduate Mary Kate
Mueller will host the “Fundraising
Festival Extraordinaire” featur-
ing a flea market and art show. A
musician and aspiring ambassa-
dor, Mary Kate will travel on a
scholarship to Brazil to advocate
for women’s rights and youth
development. She is one of 80
Global Citizen Year Fellows of
2012-2013.

In order for this program to
continuously change lives of fu-
ture generations, Mary Kate is
organizing a summer campaign
to help out future potential “Youth
Ambassadors.” She will host a
fundraising flea market and arts
festival on Saturday, July 21, and
Sunday, July 22, in Cranford at
56 Burnside Avenue from 8 a.m.

to 8 p.m. each day, with the flea
market during the day and per-
formances in the late afternoon
and evening.

The “Fundraising Festival
Extraordinaire” will feature a flea
market and art show from 8 a.m.
– 4 p.m. The flea market will
include furniture, instruments,
baked goods, local cuisine, cloth-
ing, jewelry, and everything in
between. The art show will be
spotlighting local artists’ and pho-
tographers’ work.

Live music and dance perfor-
mances will be from 4 to 8 p.m.
Dance performers include Shea
Jenning’s Irish Dancers (Satur-
day) and the IDance team from
Maplewood (Saturday and Sun-
day). On Sunday, Debra
Biderman from New Jersey Sym-

phony Orchestra will perform.
Aspiring local teen dancers and
musicians will also take the stage
throughout the weekend.

The entry fee for the perfor-
mances is $4 for a day pass and
$7 for a weekend pass. The full
schedule is available upon re-
quest.

Based out of San Francisco,
Global Citizen Year is spearhead-
ing a movement to immerse
young adults in developing coun-
tries around the globe after they
graduate high school. The pro-
gram is dedicated to building a
generation of global citizens.

A recent Institute of Interna-
tional Education (IIE) poll sug-
gests that Americans are increas-
ingly isolated from the developing
world. Less than one percent of
Americans will ever meet any of
the world’s 2.6 billion who live in
extreme poverty. There is an ur-
gent need to prepare a new gen-
eration of Americans for effective
leadership in a globalized world.
Few Americans possess the lan-
guage skills, cross-cultural under-
standing, or empathy needed to
create innovative, collaborative
and sustainable solutions to over-
come these challenges.

Global Citizen Year aims to cre-
ate in the next generation; glo-
bal competence, engaged lead-
ership, and college readiness.
The bridge year program is the
very opposite of ‘taking a year
off.’ Fellows will travel to devel-
oping countries in September to
live with a host family and ap-
prentice in a local organization,
thereby developing an ethic of
service, fluency in another lan-
guage, and a global perspective.
Upon return, these students will
be better prepared to effectively
explain the complexities of inter-
national development through a
profound first-hand experience.

Cranford High School Teen to Host
Flea Market, Festival Fundraiser

UC Tea Party to Meet
July 25 at Rustic Mill
CRANFORD —The next meeting

of the Union County Tea Party will
be held Wednesday, July 25, at 8
p.m. at the Rustic Mill Diner at 109
North Avenue, West in Cranford.
Ron Bass of United Patriots of
America will speak on the subject
of border security.

The Union County Tea Party is
a grassroots organization whose

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Spencer Savings Bank
Recognizes Local Student

GARWOOD – Spencer Savings
Bank, a community bank head-
quartered in Elmwood Park, an-
nounced the winners of its an-
nual scholarship program.
Among the winners is local stu-
dent Joseph Brecht, who at-
tended Lincoln Middle School in
Garwood. Spencer Savings Bank
granted Joseph with a $500
Coverdell Education Savings
Account (CESA) as a reward for
the hard work he has shown
throughout the entirety of his
educational career and his dedi-
cation to the community’s
growth and well-being.

Since the program was
founded in 2002, Spencer Sav-
ings Bank has awarded a total
of $248,000 in scholarships to
youths in the communities it
serves. This year, Spencer Sav-
ings Bank’s $22,500 scholar-
ship fund was divided among 15
high school students and 15
middle school students located
within the bank’s communities.
The criteria assessed in deter-
mining the quality of the candi-
date consisted of the applicants’
academic record, history of
community service and future
interest in a career in business,
finance or banking.

“Joseph demonstrated excel-
lence in academic achievement
and showed continuous dedica-
tion to our community,” said
José B. Guerrero, President,
Chairman and CEO of Spencer
Savings Bank. “We are proud to
support the future goals of such
deserving students through our
scholarship program, as we are
confident they will continue to
contribute to and support our
community for many years to
come.”

Centered on generating
growth through reinvestment
of local deposits into the com-
munity, Spencer Savings Bank
proudly supports local business
and workforce initiatives, civic
groups, charitable organiza-
tions, youth programs, and
other community-focused orga-
nizations.

For more information on the
scholarship program and addi-
tional programs established to
benefit local communities, or to
learn more about Spencer Sav-
ings Bank and its personalized
banking options, please visit
www.spencersavings.com.

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE…Union County College President Margaret M. McMenamin, left, and Victor M. Richel,
right, Chair of the College’s Board of Trustees, honor Dr. Patricia Biddar as a recipient of the 2012 NISOD Excellence Award.

CRANFORD – This past spring,
at the Annual International Con-
ference on Teaching and Lead-
ership Excellence, Dr. Patricia
Biddar, Executive Director of
Institutional Assessment, Plan-
ning, and Research at Union
County College, was honored as
a recipient of the 2012 National
Institute for Staff and Organiza-
tional Development (NISOD)

Excellence Award. Since its in-
ception in 1989, NISOD has em-
phasized the importance of
teaching and leadership excel-
lence in institutions of higher
education. The awards are given
annually to faculty, staff, and
administrators who are innova-
tors in teaching and learning.

The Excellence Award tradi-
tion allows NISOD member presi-

dents the ability to select an
individual at their college who
has defined the best in teaching
and learning practices that en-
courage student achievement.
This individual has contributed
towards student success and the
College’s mission. Dr. Biddar was
honored by the College’s Board
of Trustees at their June 2012
meeting.

Union County College’s Patricia Biddar
Receives National Excellence Award

***** Cranford/Garwood Education News *****

purpose is to educate, inform
and empower New Jersey resi-
dents in Union County, as well as
neighboring counties, to return
government at all levels to Con-
stitutional principles.

According to founding member
Vikki Jensen, “Our goals include
the resurgence of New Jersey’s
and America’s economy and a
return to liberty for all. We take
action against high taxes and
excessive spending, we seek the
repeal of business-stifling and
job-killing regulations, and we
promote the principles of free-
market capitalism. We seek a
government limited to protect-
ing citizens’ individual rights.”

The UCTP’s general meetings
usually take place on the third
Wednesday of every month, but
the July meeting has been post-
poned to the fourth Wednesday.
There is no charge. The public
and new members are welcome.
For more information,  e-mail
libertylady76@gmail.com or call
(908) 578-5005.

Probitas Verus Honos

Tea Party Meeting
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