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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stubborn defense and gutsy
pitching made for a quick and
very well-played game between
the Westfield White 12s and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 12s in the
championship round of the Cal
Ripken District 12 Tournament
at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield
on June 30.

The Raiders overcame a 2-0
deficit with a run in the fourth
and two more in the fifth then
held on to claim a 3-2 victory to
advance to the next round of the
single-elimination tournament.

Westfield White starter Tom
DelVecchio pitched the first four
innings, allowing one run on four
hits, one walk and a hit batter,
while striking out one. Ben
Cappiello occupied the mound in
the fifth and sixth innings, allow-
ing two runs on four hits and one
walk.

Westfield catcher Jake Vall-
Llobera gunned down a base run-
ner heading for second in the
first inning. DelVecchio knocked
down a nearly devastating line
drive off the bat of Nick
McCormack and recovered to
make a force out at third base in
the second inning. Centerfielder
Steve Barden snagged a liner in
the third inning. Mark Walter,
playing second, and DelVecchio,
playing short, made fine back-
to-back plays in the sixth to pre-
vent further Raider runs.

“I think it was really more about
defense. Both teams played really
good defense. That’s kind of like
what we’ve been all year, a really

good pitching defense team,”
Westfield White Head Coach
Humberto Vall-Llobera said.

Raider Anthony DiNizo tossed

the first three innings, allowing
two runs on four hits and three
walks while striking out two. Jake

Friedman pitched two innings,
yielded no runs on two hits and
two walks while fanning two.
McCormack pitched the final in-

ning, allowing no runs on one hit
and one walk.

“Our pitchers really have been
pitching with a lot of guts. An-
thony, Jake and Nick seem to get
tougher as the situations got

tougher. The two innings they
[Westfield] scored one run, they
could have very easily scored
two or three. They came back
and threw strikes, and our de-
fense stepped up to make the
plays,” Raider Head Coach Joe
Higgins said.

The Raiders’ defense commit-
ted no errors and received poised
performances, especially from
second baseman Alex Lipshitz
and shortstop Sam Schetelich.

“Defense has been keeping us
in games all season. We had one
bad weekend at Roselle Park.
Since then we bounced back.
Even if we lost today, we are not
beating ourselves, because they
[Westfield] played a nice game
too,” Coach Higgins said.

McCormack, who had the two
hardest-hit balls of the game,
hammered a solo home run over
the 250-foot mark in centerfield
in the fourth inning.

“He’s just a very tough kid. He
is a super nice kid. He always
wants to do the right thing. He
takes it to heart when he is strug-
gling, and this week, he started
to hit the ball really well again.
He deserves a ton of credit with
the way he swung the bat and
pitched today,” Coach Higgins
said.

Michael Leegan (2-for-3)
tapped what turned out to be the
winning RBI single in the fifth
inning to bring home DiNizo, who
had singled.

“He is a very good hitter. He’s
got a nice swing. He hits the ball
to all fields. That’s what he did on
that. He stayed back and hit one
through the left side,” Coach
Higgins said of Leegan.

Andrew Kriney (2-for-4) singled
earlier in the fifth and scored the
second run on an attempted
pickoff play. Vinnie Ferrara and

RAIDERS McCORMACK HRs, LEEGAN 2 HITS, RBI, KRINEY 2 HITS, WF’S APOSTOLOS 2 HITS

SPF Raiders Stop WF White in Ripken District 12, 3-2

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEATING THE THROW TO FIRST…Westfield White’s Mike Birle, No. 25, beats out an infield single as Raider first
baseman Jake Friedman catches the ball during the Ripken Tournament at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on June 30.
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Schetelich each added a single.
Patrick Downey walked twice, and
Regan Mooney had one plate
appearance.

Westfield White had seven hits
and Alex Apostolos had two of
them in his two plate appear-
ances. Jake Liere singled and
scored once. Mike Birle had an
RBI single and walked. Barden
walked twice, stole two bases
and scored once. Vall-Llobera
doubled, walked and stole a base.
Mike Knapp had an RBI and
walked once. Walter singled and
walked once, and Matt Barmakian

singled. Bryce Dannevig had one
plate appearance.

Westfield White scored a run in
the bottom of the second when
Barden walked, stole second and
scored on Birle’s hit-and-run
single. In the third, Westfield
took a 2-0 lead when Liere
singled, advance to second on a
groundout, dashed to third on a
wild pitch and scored on Knapp’s
RBI groundout.

Westfield White had two run-
ners on base in the fourth, fifth
and sixth innings but could not
get the key hit to bring them

home. In that final inning,
Westfield power hitter Vall-Llobera
stepped to the plate and drilled a
hard shot to center that Downey
hauled in for the third out.

“We had runners on base and
we just couldn’t get the big hit to
break the game open. I was
comfortable going into the last
inning, especially with the run-
ners on. We had the right batter
up, and I was totally confident

that he would get a good swing
on the ball. He hit it right at
somebody. That’s how baseball
goes. If that was in the gap, we

win the game, and we walk out
of here,” Coach Vall-Llobera said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 120 3
Westfield White 011 000 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A PIECE OF THE BALL…Westfield White’s Tom DelVecchio fouls the ball off to his left in the Cal Ripken
Tournament game against the Raidersat Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on June 30.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCORING THE FIRST RUN…Westfield White’s Steve Barden, No. 22, slides
under the tag of Raider catcher Andrew Kriney in the second inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOOD DAY AT THE PLATE…Raider Michael Leegan, left, had a pair of
singles and an RBI against Westfield White.

Probitas Verus Honos

SPF Raiders Edge Westfield White in Ripken District 12 Tournament, 3-2
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Strong pitching efforts from
Jack Wolfson and Matthew
Sullivan allowed the Millburn
Cyclones, who overcame a 5-2
deficit and grab a 7-5 lead, to
hold on to claim a 7-6 victory
over the Westfield 12s in New
Providence Green League action
at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield
on June 29.

With his team trailing, 5-2,
Wolfson took to the mound to
retire the last two batters in the
second inning then continued to
toss shutout ball, while walking
one and yielding just one hit,
before Sullivan stepped to the
mound in the sixth and managed
to hold off Westfield’s final at-
tempt.

“It was a lot of fun. We got
down early. The pitching really
helped out. We had some very
timely hits, and we were fortu-
nate that Matthew Sullivan was
able to close it out like he did.
Jack really shut them down too.
We are really fortunate that we
have so many good pitchers on
our team,” Cyclone Head Coach
Tony Torre said.

Westfield had only four hits but
added five walks and a hit batter
and reached base four additional
times on errors. Once on base,
the Blue Devils took advantage
of every opportunity with crafty
base running to total 11 stolen
bases. The majority of the thefts
came in the first two innings off
left-hand starting pitcher Raj
Kapur.

“We are very aggressive on the
bases. The one thing we like to
do, especially with those lefty
pitchers, when they are commit-

ted to make that throw, my fast
guys know when to break. We
worked on that play a lot, and we
get our guys to third base,”
Westfield Head Coach Pat
Pucciarelli explained.

One of Westfield’s chief thieves
was Steven Warren, who swiped
four bases. He also led the team
with two hits, two runs scored
and an RBI in his three plate
appearances.

“I have been fortunate enough
to have Steven on the team since
second grade. I am very pleased,”

Coach Pucciarelli said.
Andrew Milstein, who went 1-

for-3, also gave the Cyclones
headaches with four stolen bases.
Leadoff batter David Sprug, who
walked twice, scored once and
had an RBI, added two stolen
bases, and Robert Norris, who
scored once, had a stolen base.

Jack Cerria contributed a single.
Joseph SanGiocomo and Ryan
Palmer each scored a run, and
John Sickles had an RBI. Dean
Pucciarelli was hit-by-a-pitch.
Matt Meusel had a walk, while

Tyler Hoffman and Danny Bracco
put the ball in play in all of their
plate appearances.

The Cyclones totaled eight hits.
Leadoff batter Michael Helmacy
had an RBI double and a single
and scored three times, while
stealing two bases. Sullivan went
2-for-2 with two RBI and a run
scored. Jim Torre rapped a two-
run single and stole a pair of
bases. Anshul Nayar whacked an
RBI triple and scored twice. An-
drew Wyshner singled, stole a
pair of bases and scored. Ross

Gang singled, and Wolfson had
an RBI. Will Raincsuk, Raj Kapur
and Dylan Saggio all had three
plate appearances.

The Cyclones struck for two
runs in the top of the first inning.
After Helmacy singled and Nayar
reached on an error, Sullivan
drilled an RBI single and Wolfson
added an RBI groundout.
Westfield immediately answered
with two runs. Sprung walked,
stole two bases and scored on
Warren’s single to left. Warren
then stole two bases and scored
on a failed pickoff play.

In the second inning, Westfield
took advantage of two throwing
errors and four straight walks to
take a 5-2 lead. Sullivan ripped
his second RBI single in the third
inning to make the score, 5-3.

The Cyclones stormed the bases
in the fifth to grab their 7-5 lead.
Helmacy hit an RBI double, Nayar
slashed an RBI triple and Torre
punched a two-run single.

The Cyclones threatened again
in the sixth and had Gang on
second with no outs. Kapur
stepped to the plate and launched
a shot to deep centerfield, but
Warren made a spectacular catch
and had the presence of mind to
fire to second to complete a

WARREN CRACKS 2 SINGLES, SCORES 2 RUNS, STEALS 4 BASES; SPRUNG RBI, RUN SCORED

Millburn 12s Edge Westfield in New Providence League

Youth Sports Programs

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Blue Devils
Raiders
Cougars

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STIRRING UP SOME DUST…Westfield’s Robert Norris, No. 24, stirs up some dust as he slides safely into third base
in the game against the Millburn Cyclones at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on June 29.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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double play. The next batter
struck out.

“Not only did he catch the ball,
he actually caught the ball over
his shoulder and still had enough
sense to throw it to second base
to get the double play,” Coach
Pucciarelli said. “That’s why kids
like Steven Warren and David
Sprung, I put them out in
centerfield. They are fast and
they never quit.”

In the bottom of the sixth, War-
ren singled, stole two more bases
and scored when Milstein reached
safely on an error with one out.

Milstein stole second and third,
but Sullivan managed to strike
out the next two batters.

“Raj Kapur really hit one to
center, and their centerfielder
made a great play. At the same
time, Ross Gang was stealing
from second base, so we had a
double play. It was something
we thought that would, at least,
score one run, but we were fortu-
nate to hang on. It was a very
good team we played,” Coach
Torre said.

“It was a great baseball game.
Both teams played very hard.

You don’t put your head down
on a 7-6 loss, especially when
they play that well, but the one
thing that we got to remind
ourselves that they are 12-
years-olds and they are always
going to play baseball like 12-
years-olds,” Coach Pucciarelli
said.
Millburn 201 040 7
Westfield 230 001 6

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR THE CALL…Westfield third baseman Ryan Palmer, front, looks for the call as Millburn’s Andrew
Wyshner steals third at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on June 29.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEARING DOWN ON THE BATTER…Westfield starting pitcher Jack Cerria
bears down on the Millburn Cyclone batter in the first inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ANOTHER STOLEN BASE…Westfield’s Andrew Milstein, No. 27, steals
second base in the sixth inning. Milstein finished with three stolen bases

SPF Raiders Edge Westfield White in Ripken District 12 Tournament, 3-2

Probitas Verus Honos



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-5  Thursday, July 5, 2012

goleader.com/ballyhoo

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bringing two unbeaten records
into the final game of pool play to
determine which team would re-
ceive a bye for the first round of
the Cal Ripken District 12 Tour-
nament Championship, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 12s and
the Chatham Cougars lived up to
their expectations of quality play
at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield
on June 26.

The pitching quality, the field-
ing quality, the hitting quality
and the coaching quality of both
teams was at a high standard,
but in the end, the Chatham
Cougars managed to nip the Raid-
ers, 4-3.

“We played this game in an
hour and a half. This is good
baseball played by both teams,”
Chatham Head Coach Bill
Karpowic said.

The Raiders out-hit the Cou-
gars, 9-6, but to all four pitchers’
credit, several hits never or barely
cleared the infield, although there
was no shortage of hard-hit balls.
Anthony DiNizo went 2-for-3 with
an RBI and a stolen base, and
Jake Friedman also went 2-for-3
and scored a run. Nick
McCormack singled, was hit-by-
a-pitch, walked and scored once.
Alex Lipshitz (RBI), Andrew
Kriney (run scored), Michael
Leegan and Patrick Downey each
had a hit. Sam Schetelich scored
once, while Regan Mooney
grounded out twice and Timmy
Glastal grounded out once.

Max Schelling led the Cougars
with a double and an RBI single,
while scoring once. Matt
Karpowic (run scored), Matt
Stamford (RBI), Peter Demaria
and Mac Brendahl each had a
hit. Billy Gyves had an RBI sac-
rifice fly. Clay Delsandro and
Charlie Bergman walked and

scored in their one plate ap-
pearance. Chloe Blanc, Tommy
Winter, Will Covino and Ethan
Glasgow all put the ball in play in
all of their at-bats.

Chatham starting pitcher Gyves
tossed the first three innings,
allowing two runs on four hits
and a hit batter. Lefty Stamford
pitched the next three innings,
allowing one run on five hits with
two walks. No Raiders struck out.

Raider starter Friedman pitched
three-and-a-third innings, allow-
ing four runs on six hits, while
walking three and striking out

two. McCormack pitched two-
and-two-thirds innings and al-
lowed no runs and no hits, while
walking one and fanning two.
Friedman’s only tough inning
came in the second when the
Cougars plated three of their runs
on two hits and two free passes.

“Jake Friedman did a great,
great job. He was really hitting
the spots, and he kept the ball
down against a very good hitting

DiNIZO GETS 2 HITS, RBI; FRIEDMAN RAPS 2 HITS, SCORES 1; LIPSHITZ RBI, SCHETELICH RBI

Chatham Cougars Nip Raiders in Ripken District 12, 4-3
team. He had some bad luck in
one inning, but he kept us in the
game. Then McCormack came in
and overpowered them a little bit
and threw a lot of strikes. Our
pitchers have been pitching in
tough situations with a lot of guts
all year,” Raider Head Coach Joe
Higgins said.

Several of the hard-hit balls led
to fine fielding plays. Brendahl at
shortstop and Demaria at third
base fielded several tough
grounders that led to putouts.
First baseman Glasgow made a
leaping grab just after Stamford,

on the mound, initiated a fine
second-to-first double play to
dodge a bullet in the fourth in-
ning.

“Specifically, I had several
standout efforts. Billy Gyves
pitched three good innings, and
then Matt Stamford pitched the
last three innings. In the field,
we had a couple of standout plays.
Peter Demaria made a couple of
great plays at third base. My
shortstop made a couple of great
plays. We had a play in the fourth
inning where we turned a double
play. I feel like that was the
turning point. We have been in
pressure situations before, and I
try to tell them to play loose, so
I like to think that is coming a bit
more commonplace. That helped
us hang on. At the end, we gut-
ted it out. They had the winning
run on second base. I am happy
about the way the kids played
and they hit the ball really well,”
Coach Karpowic said.

“Their defense was excellent.
Their shortstop and their third
baseman, especially, made some
really tough plays look easy. We
hit two bullets in the first inning
that they made nice plays on. We
led off the second inning with a
bullet to the third baseman. One
or two of those balls gets through
and it’s a different game. I can’t
fault my guys. If they didn’t strike
out, they did everything they
could. Our kids fought hard,”
Coach Higgins said.

Chatham took a 3-0 lead in the
top of the second inning.
Karpowic led off with an infield
single. Bergman and Desandro
walked to load the bases and
Schelling drilled a hard RBI single
off the third baseman’s glove.
Gyves lofted his RBI sac fly to
right and Delsandro advanced to
third, while Schelling remained

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE STRETCH FOR THE PUTOUT…Chatham first baseman Ethan Glasgow makes to stretch to get the
putout on Raider Andrew Kriney in the first inning of the Ripken Tournament at Gumbert Field in Westfield on June 26.

More Photos in “Photo Library”
12jun26-spf-chat-ripken

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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at first. Schelling then stole sec-
ond, which drew a throw from
the catcher. Delsandro alertly
scored on the play.

The Raiders plated two runs in
the bottom of the third. Fried-
man looped a leadoff single over
first. Kriney squibbled and infield
single toward third. Lipshitz
added an RBI groundout, and
DiNizo followed with an RBI single
just behind second.

The Cougars took a 4-2 lead in
the fourth when Schelling doubled

over first and scored on
Stamford’s single to center. The
Raiders’ chances of a rally was
cut short in the fourth when
Chatham pitcher Stamford initi-
ated a second-to-first double play
and first baseman Glasgow made
a leaping stab of Schetelich’s
liner.

The Raiders threatened again
in the fifth with a bases-loaded
and two outs situation, but a
chopping groundout to first ended
the threat. After McCormack re-

tired the Cougars 1-2-3 in the
sixth, the Raiders scored their
third run when Schetelich brought
McCormack home with a
groundout to the first-base side
for the second out. Friedman fol-
lowed with a single. Downey
singled and advanced to second
on a throw to third to put the
winning run on second, but a
bouncer back to the mound ended
the game.
Chatham 030 100 4
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 002 001 3

Chatham Cougars Nip Raiders in Ripken Dirsticts, 4-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EASY PUTOUT AT FIRST BASE…Raider first baseman Nick McCormack catches the throw to make the putout on
Chatham Cougar Peter Demaria in the third inning of the Cal Ripken District Tournament in Westfield on June 26.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY AT HOME BASE…Chatham Cougar Max Schelling manages to
slide home safely for the fourth run as Raider Anthony DiNizo makes the tag in
the fourth inning

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A PIECE OF THE BALL…Raider leadoff hitter Patrick Downey
gets a piece of the ball in the first inning against the Chatham Cougars at
Gumbert 1 Field.
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The long ball philosophy barely
won out over the slap-hit merry-
go-round philosophy as the Stage
House nipped the up-and-com-
ing A-1 Tree Service, 17-15, in
the first game of a doubleheader
in Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League action at Jerseyland Field
in Scotch Plains on June 27.

The Stage House, 10-0 after
the game, comprised primarily
of veteran – long ago – athletes
and grads from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF) High School and
several New Providence Pioneers
totaled 20 hits, which included
four home runs and four doubles.
Left-handed hammer Andrew
Michinard banged a pair of two-
run home runs and a solo blast,
while Todd Simo slammed a two-
run homer and an RBI single,
while scoring twice. Tony Wargo
went 4-for-4, scored twice and
led the team with six RBI.

Stage House leadoff hitter Scotty
Savarese singled twice, walked
twice and scored three times.
Rob Horder drilled a pair of doubles
and scored twice. Brandon Doyle
doubled, singled and scored twice,
and PJ Dowling singled twice,
walked and scored once. Veteran
veterans John Pellazzato singled
and scored once, Emidio Monaco
had an RBI, and Tim Walsh had
two RBI and a single. Pitcher “Mo”
Wright singled and walked to help
his cause.

The A-1 Tree trimmers com-
prised almost exclusively of re-
cent SPF grads, within the past
three years, amassed 25 hits,
which included two triples and
two doubles. Lefties Kevin
Maroney went 2-for-3 with three
RBI and two runs scored, and
Gary Binkiewicz went 3-for-4,
with a double and two runs
scored. Mike Ridge ripped a pair

of RBI singles, doubled and scored
three times. Steve Bello (RBI, 2
runs scored, walk) went 3-for-3,
and Nick Galasso had two singles
and a triple, scored twice and
added an RBI.

But Jordan Bayroff, who batted
last in the lineup, had the most
hits with three singles and a triple,
while scoring once and adding
three RBI.

When he led off the fifth inning
with his triple, Bayroff shouted to
his teammates, “Does that bring
me up a few spots [in the lineup]?

Only the second game of the
doubleheader would tell whether

his question had fallen upon deaf
ears.

A-1’s Matt Greaney (run scored)
and Lou Mazzella (RBI) each had
two hits. Mike Lauricella had an
RBI single, and RBI sacrifice fly
and scored once. Mike Marsand
had two RBI, a single and scored
once. Kevin Coughlin added a
single.

Galasso led off the top of the
first with a triple to leftfield and
scored on Bello’s slashing single
to right. Maroney later lofted an
RBI sac fly to give A-1 a 2-0 lead.

“Let’s start banging with some
runs,” shouted Savarese as the

Stage House trotted in to bat.
“They can bang, but we can bang
harder.”

A-1’s lead was short-lived when
the Stage men got on their horses
and galloped with five runs on six
hits, which included Michinard’s
first two-run homer that flew past
the centerfielder and right fielder.

In the second, Ridge doubled
and scored on Marsand’s
grounder to short. Simo an-
swered with his two-run shot
down the leftfield line. In the
third, A-1’s Maroney thumped an
RBI triple and Lauricella followed
with an RBI sac fly, but the Stage

House came back with three runs
to grab a 10-5 lead.

In the fourth, as Michinard
stepped to the plate, Lauricella,
from his catcher’s position, yelled
to his outfielders, “Move back!
He hit a homer last time!”

Michinard slammed his solo
homer in the same location as his
first to make the score, 11-5.

Pellazzato added, “He told you
to move back!”

In the fifth, Bayroff became the
Alpha and Omega man when he
lined his leadoff triple and ended
the inning with a two-run single. In
between, the Tree trimmers rolled
off a merry-go-round of eight runs,
which included a string of six straight
singles, to take a 13-11 lead.

Concerned, Walsh shouted,
“Guys! Wakeup with the bat!”

The stallions came to the plate,
and Horder opened with a double.
Savarese walked, and Wargo
whacked a two-run single. Simo
slashed an RBI single. Michinard
lined a shot just shy of his two
previous shots, but the outfielder
gambled and attempted to scoop
it on a short one-hop, but the ball
skid past him for a two-run homer
to make the score, 16-13.

Doyle doubled and scored on
Walsh’s infield grounder in the
sixth to add one more insurance
run. In the seventh, Binkiewicz
drilled a leadoff double, Mazzella
singled and Ridge poked an RBI
single. Dowling, who was playing
third, gave the Stage House a
sigh of relief when he grabbed a
grounder, stepped on third for a
force out and fired to first to
complete a double play. Coughlin
singled, and Bayroff added an
RBI single before Galasso
grounded to shortstop Ed Zazzali
for the final out.
A-1 Tree Service 212 080 2 15
Stage House 523 151 x 17

MICHINARD RAPS 3 HRs, 5 RBI; WARGO WHACKS 4 HITS, 6 RBI; BAROFF GOES 4-FOR-4, 3 RBI

Stage House Barely Holds Off A-1 Tree Service Surge, 17-15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AWAITING THE THROW…A-1 first baseman Matty Greaney makes the putout on Stage House veteran Tim Walsh. MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 8

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader

More Photos in “Photo Library”
12jun27– st–house–a-1
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Stage House Horses Barely Hold Off A-1 Tree Service in First Game of Double Header, 17-15
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Westfield Area
“Y” began its zoning board hear-
ing Wednesday, before a stand-
ing-room-only audience, on its
application for a conditional use
variance to relocate its Garwood-
based childcare program to
Washington School, and add a
pre-school and a small family
fitness facility, with plans to open
in September. The application
will continue Wednesday, July
25.

Washington School was taken
offline by the board of education
(BOE) in 2010 because of bud-
getary reasons, and students
were merged at Lincoln School.
Earlier this year, the “Y” had
signed a tentative, five-year lease
with the Garwood Board of Edu-
cation.

Currently, the “Y” operates
childcare at St. Paul’s Church on
Center Street. Pre-school is
taught through the Garwood
school system, and should the
“Y”’s application be approved,
preschoolers would, should fami-
lies choose to enroll them at the
“Y,” shift over to Washington
School come September. Dana
Parkhill, a mother whose child is
enrolled at the Garwood Schools
preschool, said she had not heard
that the preschool would be can-
celled this coming year, and spots
would be held at the “Y” facility,
should the application be ap-
proved.

The same concerns voiced last
week at an informational meet-
ing with residents and “Y” repre-
sentatives were heard again at
the zoning board meeting. Most
residents are concerned with lim-
ited parking and loss of the play-
ground and basketball court use
for local kids. Vandalism and
devaluation of homes was voiced
last week. The “Y” addressed
most of these issues Wednesday
night.

John Schmidt, Jr., attorney for
the “Y,” established that the
blacktop where the basketball
court is situated would remain as
is, after last week a majority of
residents objected to parking
there, and staff would park on
the street, and the baseball field
and the open field would remain
open to the public. He said the
“Y” would use the fields for skills
training, but would coordinate
with the T-ball teams and other
organized groups so as not to
interrupt their use time.

Also, the “Y” proposed to build
a second playground at the front
of the building, just south of the
walkway to the entrance. It would
be a 35-foot square fenced-in
playground for preschoolers, situ-
ated 90 feet from Beech Avenue
and 60 feet from East Street.

“We didn’t want to put it in the
back because we didn’t want to
take any more of the field space,”
Mr. Schmidt said.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CONCERNED NEIGHBORS...The Garwood zoning board began hearing the application for the Westfield Area “Y” last
Wednesday to open a childcare and family fitness center at Washington School. The application will be continued July 25.

Westfield Area ‘Y”s GW Application to Continue on July 25
Residents also were concerned

with how much traffic would in-
crease because of “Y” members
using the fitness facility as well
as the childcare services. The
“Y”’s traffic engineer is sched-
uled to testify before the board
at the July 25 meeting to that.

“We already have a lot of traf-
fic,” Locust Avenue resident Jared
Cumming said. “Do you antici-
pate a problem with that in terms
of safety?”

“No,” “Y” Chief Executive Of-
ficer Mark Elsasser responded.

“The school is a school and was
a school before and had a lot of
the same kind of volume or more
volume. I don’t anticipate having
a problem based on the type of
program we are offering,” Mr.
Elsasser said.

The fitness center would close
at 9 p.m. weekdays and 6 p.m.
on Saturdays, and would be open
from noon to 4 p.m. on Sundays.
Childcare would start at 7 a.m.

and end at 6:30 p.m., weekdays.
Mr. Elsasser said he estimates
about 200 members would use
the Garwood “Y” fitness facility,
and that a maximum of about 30
people would use the facility at
one time. He also anticipated 12
to 14 employees would be in the
building at any given time.

Susan Morton, senior director
of Child Care Services at the “Y,”
said the school could have a
maximum of 80 children in
childcare, but she estimated that
there would be about 60.

After residents were alarmed
that the “Y”’s 11,000 members
could have access to the Garwood
facility, Mr. Elsasser said, “The
whole idea of conceptualizing this
is, if you put a small family work-
out center here, perhaps resi-
dents of Garwood, especially
families, might not have to fight
their way through traffic and go
to another location and come to
a neighborhood place and work

out. The volume is not going to
be that great.”

Mr. Elsasser also said, given
the main “Y”’s much larger and
varied fitness areas and exten-
sive programs, that most mem-
bers would continue to use the
main “Y” and not come to use the
Garwood facility. The Garwood
fitness room would be about 400
to 600 square feet and have about
10 to 15 pieces of air pressurized
training equipment that is safe
for young adults and some cardio
equipment. There would not be
weights. Should volume be a main
concern of residents, he said the
“Y” would restrict the facility for
members who sign up for the
Garwood “Y” only. There also
would be fitness classes offered,
mostly geared to senior citizens.

Mr. Schmidt also had Thomas
Spera, BOE supervisor of build-
ings and grounds, testify about
the increased vandalism at Wash-
ington School since it closed two
years ago. Mr. Spera noted bro-
ken windows, security cameras,
vent covers and window screens,
as well as the laminated glass
elevator being shattered several
times, and a faucet overflowing –
costing the BOE $60,000. There
is also increased trash strewn
around the property, he said.

Sal Perednia, treasurer of the
Garwood Baseball League, said
the league would like to see an
advisory committee in place,
which the “Y” was in favor of.

James Watson, a land surveyor
hired by the “Y,” said the only
additional lighting on the prop-
erty would be for two signs – a
front-sign identification and a sign
in the rear.

Gary Maher, attorney with
Maher & Maher, questioned the
completeness of the “Y”’s appli-
cation at the onset of the hear-
ing, with zoning board member
Bruce Paterson agreeing with Mr.
Maher. However, after a board
discussion, the board decided to
continue hearing the application.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
THE BIG BANG...Union County residents celebrate America’s 236th birthday on Wednesday, July 4. Fireworks are
shown above in a nighttime collage from Cranford at Nomahegan Park from the archives of 2010.

County’s Process Was Flawed
Resulting In Illegal Budget

Editor’s Note: The following let-
ter was sent to the towns of
Union County and the New Jer-
sey State Division of Local Gov-
ernment Services (DLGS).

*****
Dear Governing bodies of Union

County towns and Mr. Neff of the
DLGS:

Our Union County government
this year created many prob-
lems and flaws with their budget
process to the point where one
can declare it is now illegal and
thus they are not functional as a
proper government. The 21
towns do not have to be respon-
sive in sending any further
county tax monies to the county
until this complete failure of pro-
cedure is rectified. The towns
and the DLGS/Trenton should
demand proper resolution.

A simple list of this year’s Union
County budget process failures:

1) The budget process was
tainted by a conflict of interest
when Union County Freeholder
Chairman Al Mirabella selected
Freeholder Dan Sullivan to chair
the budget committee. Sullivan
is on both sides of the equation
in that he is director of the [Union
County Utilities Authority], which
sends millions of dollars into the
Union County budget and he
now is on the budget side ac-
cepting that money. County
Counsel Robert Barry, in his ig-
norance, could not see the con-
flict of interest. This was a pro-
cedural failure tainted by con-
flict of interest.

2) Every year during the bud-
get process departmental hear-
ings are normally held in the
county administration bldg on
the sixth floor for the public to
observe as the finance commit-
tee discusses the various de-

partments’ cost and capital re-
quirements. This transparency
process was scrapped for a pro-
cess that was done behind closed
doors and out of sight of the
public.... if it was really done at
all. This may or may not have
been a procedural failure, de-
pends on county policies, but it
reflects lack of transparency if
anything.

3) The budget was introduced
in May but was not voted on, so
the budget was not a formal
county budget put in place for
the public. This was a proce-
dural failure.

4) Some kind of budget hear-
ing was not listed on the county
website, but per county coun-
sel comment at that hearing
was previously advertised in the
media. This meeting was held
upfront before the normal June
14th freeholder meeting, but
without an agenda for the pub-
lic as to be aware of procedure.
The freeholders discussed cost
adjustments to their introduced
budget. The public showing up
at the normal freeholder meet-
ing were caught unaware. The
freeholders called it a “special
meeting” which, for transpar-
ency of governance, should nor-
mally have a written hard copy
agenda attached to this meet-
ing for the attending public.
This was another procedural
failure.

5) The county budget, later in
a third June 14th freeholder
meeting, was not voted on as
the budget but was voted on as
cal led “county budget as
amended.” However, one must
have a formal “budget” in place
before one votes to have a “bud-
get as amended.” This was the
final procedural failure.

The county budget is now ille-
gal.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Letter to the Editor

GARWOOD — Progress, a new
store specializing in the resale
and buying of gently worn
woman’s and men clothing and
accessories, has opened at 200
North Avenue in Garwood.

“Our Store is very unique be-
cause we also cater to custom-
ers who embrace a lifestyle of
urban living and social con-
sciousness,” owner Tricia
Caminos said. “When you sell or
purchase from us, you are mak-
ing a conscious decision to pre-
vent good clothing from filling
our landfills. We are committed

to serving customers who ap-
preciates hip’ clothing, value
pricing, personalized service and
supports our ecosystem from
waste.”

Also, unlike Thrift-type stores
most customers visit, the
Progress store is typical of a
boutique store that found in
trendy New York City neigh-
borhoods like SoHo, Tribeca and
Greenwich Village. The busi-
ness has hardwood floors, eclec-
tic lighting and subtle textures.
The store sits on the former site
of 20-year old gas station.

Progress Store Open In GW on North Ave.

Cranford Youth & H.S.
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Probitas Verus Honos


