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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior guard Keegan Hess sank
a pair of free throws with 4.1
seconds remaining in regulation
to force an overtime period, which
led the Westfield High School
boys basketball team to a 64-62
victory over the Cranford Cou-
gars in Cranford on January 13.

The game was then decided by
a key rebound and a difficult 2-
point jumper, followed by 26.6
seconds of stubborn defense on
the 3-7 Blue Devils’ part. After
Cougar Sean Babos opened the
overtime period with a 2-pointer,
Blue Devil Dylan Elliot was fouled
and went to the line for two
shots. He made his first one, but
when he missed the second shot,
teammate Aswad Turner grabbed
the rebound and dished the ball
to Ozan Yucetepe, who banged
the 2-pointer. Moments later
Nate Mitchell sank one of two
free throws to give Westfield the
64-62 lead with 26.6 seconds
remaining.

“Keegan made some big foul
shots at the end to take it to
overtime. We had a slow start in
overtime, but Ozan made a big
shot for us. We defended when
we needed to at the end. We got
the stops when we needed. I told
the kids at the end, we needed
one stop. There was 20 seconds
left and, ‘it comes down to you
winning the battle right now over
them.’ We got the miss. We got

the rebound, and we were able to
inbound it and run the clock out,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Daryl
Palmieri said.

“The kid made a tough shot.
Are you going to tell me the kid’s
going to make that shot every

time? But he made it. That’s all
you can say. We needed two big
rebounds, and we didn’t get ei-
ther one of them, and that’s re-
ally what hurt us,” Cougar Head
Coach Ryan Huber said.

“When I looked at their games

from last year, I saw they were
both close, hard-fought games. I
knew that this wasn’t going to be
easy. I thought that we matched

up well with them. We were in
desperate need for a win. We
have been playing hard game-in,
game-out. The results just
weren’t there. I wanted this win
badly for the kids, and they
earned it,” Coach Palmieri said.

Cougar junior center Reggie
Green, who had two steals, led
everyone in scoring with 26 points
and 15 rebounds. Stefan
Fedorchak bucketed 17 points,
including three 3-pointers, and

added three blocks and two re-
bounds. Kurt Rutmayer sank
seven points, pulled seven re-
bounds and had five assists.
Babos finished with six points,
four assists, three rebounds and
two steals. Chris Wills had six
points and five rebounds.

Hess led the Blue Devils with 15
points, while adding two assists
and four rebounds. Mitchell fin-
ished with 14 points, including
three 3-pointers, three rebounds,
a steal and an assist. Yucetepe
finished with 11 points, including
two 3-pointers, two rebounds and
a block. Turner (2 steals, block)
finished with seven rebounds and
four points. Shakespeare Nelson
had five points and two rebounds.
Henry Smith had three assists,
David Kane sank a 3-pointer, Mike
Androconis had two rebounds and
Tom Malley had four rebounds.

Elliott, a sophomore, finished
with seven rebounds and a steal,
and scored eight of his 12 points
in the third quarter, which the
Blue Devils won, 20-10, to gain a
50-41 lead entering the final
quarter.

“Dylan started the year playing
with not a lot of confidence. He
wasn’t sure of himself on of-

GREEN NETS 25 POINTS, 15 RBS; FEDORCHAK SINKS 17 POINTS, RUTMAYER 7 PTS, 7 RBS

Blue Devil Basketballers Nip Cougars in Overtime, 64-62

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

INVOLVED IN A VERY CLOSE GAME…Cougars Reggie Green, No. 15, and Kurt Rutmayer, No. 4, keep a close watch
on the Blue Devils’ offense. Blue Devil Dylan Elliott, right, passes the ball to a teammate. Westfield won 64-62 in overtime.

Also see story in
The Westfield Leader newspaper
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Cougar Snacks

Lady Tigers Shock
Cougar Cagers, 44-43
The 8-3 Linden High School girls

basketball team shocked the vis-
iting Cranford Cougars, 44-43,
when Shannon Wheeler sank a
pair of free throws to conclude a
17-11, fourth-quarter run on
January 13. Morgan Miller scored
17 points, including three 3-point-
ers, and Jess McCoy netted 12
points for the Cougars. Kate
McGovern had seven points,
Mairead McKeary had five points
and Jenna Goeller added two
points.
Cranford 10   9 13 11 43
Linden 14   8   5 17 44

Cougars Rap Indians
In Wrestling, 40-27

The Cranford High School wres-
tling team defeated Rahway, 40-
27, in Cranford on January 13.
106 Eric Melendez (R) won forfeit
113 Davon Jefferson (R) p Kevin
Quigley, 2:41
120 Gavin Murray (C) won forfeit
126 Isaac Valentin (R) p Mike
Helmstetter, 1:47
132 Ian Henry (C) d Majid Rahman, 7-4
138 Corey Birch (C) md Aly Hafez, 10-0
145 Justin Becker (R) p Matt Dimartino,
:50
152 Corey Markovitch (C) d Franco
Majia, 6-4
160 Glen Cook (C) d Christian Chavez,
4-3
170 JP Christiano (C) p Nick Torres,
2:27
182 Nick Diaz (C) p Justin Conception,
3:50
195 Rob Kessler (C) p Eric David, 2:39
220 Austin Jackson (R) d Jeff Weiss, 6-4
285 Jonathan ElKhoury (C) d Josh
Nunnaly, 3-0

Cougar Cagers Pass
American History, 63-48

The Cranford High School boys
basketball team proved that it
had what it took to pass Ameri-
can History in Cranford on Janu-
ary 12. Juniors Reggie Green and
Stefan Fedorchak led the 5-4
Cougars to a 63-48 victory over
the Historians with 22 and 18
points, respectively.

Kurt Rutmayer bucketed 11
points, while Sean Babos and
Chris Wills sank five points apiece
and John Oblachinski scored two
points.
Amer. History 10 14 16   8 48
Cranford 18 12 11 22 63

Cougar Cagers Tame
Panther Girls, 61-45

The Cranford High School girls
basketball team improved to 8-1
with a 61-45 victory over the
Bridgewater-Raritan Lady Pan-
thers on January 12. Morgan
Miller pumped in 19 points, in-
cluding a pair of 3-pointers, and
Katelin McGovern bucketed 18
points. Jess McCoy and Mairead
McKeary each put in 10 points.
BrH2O-Raritan 12 11   8 14 45
Cranford 16 20 16   9 61

Cougar Matmen Nip
Linden Tigers, 39-33
The Cranford High School wres-

tling team improved to 4-3 with
a 39-33 victory over the Linden
Tigers in Cranford on January 11.
In a showdown between two 2011
NJSIAA qualifiers, Cougar JP
Christiano grabbed a 6-4 deci-
sion over Tiger Travis Foster at
170-lbs.

CRANFORD 39 LINDEN 33
106: Nick Tekula (L) p Kevin Quigley,
2:26
113: Gabe Magalhaes (L) won forfeit
120: Gavin Murray (C) p Josh Sheehy,
5:13
126: Mike Helmstetter (C) p Justin
Rodriguez, 0:19
132: Ian Henry (C) p Steve Dorcely, 3:24
138: Diego Ataca (L) p Corey Birch,
1:23
145: Matt Dimartino (C) d Quadeer
White, 8-6
152: Corey Markovitch (C) p Maslin
Pierre, 1:21
160: James Dwyer (C) p Keith Simpson,
2:19
170: Christiano (C) d Foster, 6-4
182: Nick Diaz (C) d Ismail Abdul-Wahid,
4-2
195: Bob Clark (L) p Rob Kessler, 0:42
220: Chris Gonzalez (L) d Matt Russo,
4-1
285: Sumir Burns (L) p Jon ElKhoury,
6-0

fense. He wasn’t sure what kind
of a player he was. I am trying to
encourage him. Get him to be
aggressive. You can see that
starting to happen,” Coach
Palmieri said.

After the Blue Devils won the
first quarter, 19-16, Green domi-
nated underneath the boards and
rolled in nine of his points in the
second quarter, which the Cou-
gars won, 15-11, to give them a
31-30 lead at the half. But a bad
omen arose when Green, usually
a very good free throw shooter,
missed four of five free throws in
that quarter then missed five of
six in the third quarter.

“We lost the game at the foul
line. We were five for six at one
point then next time we look we
are nine for 21. You can’t win a
game doing that,” Coach Huber
said.

The Blue Devils’ seemingly com-
fortable lead vanished when the
Cougars knotted the score at 58-
58 with 2:37 left in the fourth
quarter then took the lead when
Green rolled in a lay-up. Mitchell
made a key rebound then Hess
sank his two free throws to send
the game to overtime.

“We still need to learn how to
finish games. We had a chance to
put it away, and we made a few
little mistakes, which led to three
or four mistakes. You could see a

little of the doubt starting to
creep in. We did our best to get
them to fight through it. We need
to keep battling every day. When
things don’t go right, we just got
to work harder every day,” Coach
Palmieri said.
Westfield 19 11 20 10 4 64
Cranford 16 15 10 19 2 60

Cougar Cagers Defeat
Brearley Boys, 71-47
The Cranford High School boys

basketball team grabbed a 22-
11 lead after the first quarter and
rumbled to a 71-47 victory over
the David Brearley Bears on Janu-
ary 17. Reggie Green scored 29
points, and Stefan Fedorchak
banged in 22 points, including
three 3-pointers, for the Cou-
gars. John Oblichinski sank eight
points.
Cranford 22 12 20 17 71
Brearley 11 14 10 12 47

Cougar Mat Results
Paul Finn Tourney:
The Cranford High School

wrestling team competed at
the Paul Finn Tournament in
Millburn on January 14. Fresh-
man Gavin Murray (120-lbs),
senior Ian Henry (132-lbs) and
Corey Markovitch (152-lbs)
won all three of their bouts.

Murray pinned Zain Shaikh
(Millburn – M) in :45, won by 6-
3 decision over Connor Powell
(Haddon Heights – H) and
pinned Mike Della Riva
(Caldwell – Cd) in 2:18. Henry
beat Ted Gruer (M), 8-1, pinned
Ryan Sports (H) in :32 and
pinned Nick Rizzolo (Cd) in :44.
Markovitch pinned Yaniv
Dudaei (M) in :57, pinned Fehd
Seddiki (Cd) in 3:19 and topped
Scott Hagenbucher (H), 6-0.

Kevin Quigley (106-lbs),
Corey Birch (138-lbs), Glen
Cook (160-lb), JP Christiano
(170-lbs), Nick Diaz (182/195-
lbs), Rob Kessler (182/195-
lbs) and Jeff Weiss (220-lbs)
won two of their three bouts.

Cougar Cagers Beat
Lady Bears, 51-7

The Cranford High School girls
basketball team improved to 9-2
and got the opportunity to play
the entire bench in a 51-7 victory
over the Brearley Bears on Janu-
ary 17. Morgan Miller led the
Cougars with 12 points, includ-
ing a pair of 3-pointers, Jess
McCoy sank eight points, Mairead
McKeary scored seven points and
Jenna Goeller had five points.
Brearley   2   2   1   2 7
Cranford 20 13   5 13 51

Swim Cougars Top
Rutgers Prep, 116-64
The Cranford High School swim

team improved its record to 11-
1 with a 116-64 victory over
Rutgers Prep on January 13.
200 medley relay: C (Matt Kaczynski,
Julie Byrne, Christian Woo, Zach Fried)
1:57.01
200 free: Tim Mangler (R) 2:13.63
200 IM: Brian Leu (C) 2:28.15
50 free: Kaczynski (C) 24.66
100 fly: Byrne (C) 59.91
100 free: Woo (C) 57.06
500 free: Ivanna Gomez (C) 6:13.94
200 free relay: C (Andrew Schneider,
Byrne, Woo, Fried) 1:45.72
100 back: Kaczynski (C) 1:03.36
100 breast: Mike Federochko (R) 1:14.38
400 free relay: C (Elyse Mackenzie, Brian
Stapleton, Matt Ghiretti, Joe Tobin)
4:32.15
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Blue Devil Matmen Nip Raiders in Packed House Thriller, 33-27
Anthony Aldana/Tom Cunningham Brian Bulger/Matt Ridge

John Fuller/JT Beirne

Matt Barber/Steve Carrion
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WF Area ‘Y’ Set to Open Facility
In Garwood’s Washington School

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Board of Education announced
Tuesday after executive session
that it has approved a five-year
lease agreement with the
Westfield Area “Y” to lease Wash-
ington School.

Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley said the “Y” would
offer daycare, preschool, a fit-
ness center, yoga, before- and
after-school care, senior pro-
grams and youth programming.

“Y” Senior Director of Childcare
Services Susan Morton said, “We
are thinking of offering a full-day
program for two-and-a-half years
and above.” She also said sum-
mer camps, and a middle school
after-school program for grades
6 to 8, may be offered at the
Washington School. Ms. Morton
was among four representatives
of the Westfield Area “Y” in atten-
dance at the meeting. The lease
will be effective March 1, 2012
through February 28, 2017.

Paula Ehoff, chief operating of-
ficer of the Westfield Area “Y,”
said, “There isn’t anything we
wouldn’t be open to. There are a
lot of exciting opportunities here.”

Resident Dana Parkhill asked
about the parking situation at the
school. “As a resident over there,
I am concerned.”

“I don’t anticipate it will be a
major problem,” Ms. Ehoff re-
sponded.

Superintendent Quigley said the
“Y” is planning to appear before
the borough council to discuss
changing the 15-minute-maxi-
mum parking signs around the
school.

Currently, the “Y” runs childcare
for 2½ to 5 year olds and pre-
kindergarten at St. Paul’s United
Church of Christ on Center Street
in Garwood. As far as the future of

the “Y” at St. Paul’s, “That is all still
being considered,” Ms. Ehoff said.

“We will be doing all the same
services we are doing now, plus
additional,” she said.

Resident Jenn Blumenstat asked
how the “Y” offering preschool
would affect the school district’s
preschool program. “It won’t af-
fect children who are currently
enrolled in the program,” Ms.
Quigley said. She said it would
“perhaps” affect new enrollment.

Cranford Public Schools is ex-
pected to remain in Washington
School through the end of the
month, Ms. Quigley said. Cranford
has been using Washington
School since Cranford’s Brookside
Place School was flooded from
Hurricane Irene.

Preschool rates for the 2012-
2013 school year were raised by
the board to $2,575 for the half-
day pre-kindergarten and $5,150
for the full-day pre-kindergar-
ten. Ms. Quigley said, when asked
by resident Bruce Paterson, the
total revenue from pre-kinder-
garten for this year is approxi-
mately $50,000.

Board member Russell Graham
said solar panels have been in-
stalled on the roof at Lincoln
School and internal wiring is to be
completed by the end of the
month. The district signed a 15-
year contract with Tioga Energy,
which was chosen to operate
Union County’s Renewable En-
ergy Program. Tioga absorbs all
of the cost and is responsible for
maintaining the equipment, and
the board has estimated it will
see a $6,000 savings per year in
energy cost, Mr. Graham told The
Westfield Leader. After the 15
years is up, the district would
own the solar panels.

Board member Barbara Greet
said the seventh-grade Science
and Social Studies class has

bumped up to a class size of 35
students. She said the class would
be divided into a separate sci-
ence and social studies class. Ms.
Quigley told The Leader the
classes will be offered during third
and eighth periods. The board
approved a salary increase of
$4,118 to teacher Karen
McCarrick for teaching the addi-
tional class. Last year, after teach-
ers were laid off, the class size
was 31 with an aide, Ms. Quigley
told The Leader.

The book fair is next week and
Bring Your Family to School Week
will be held the week of Valentine’s
Day, Board Vice-President Susan
Groning said in her PTA report.
She said the PTA is looking for
candidates to fill positions of the
president, vice-president and sec-
ond vice-president.

Tuesday, Governor Chris
Christie signed a new law allow-
ing school districts to move school
elections from April to November
to coincide with the November
General Election.

“I would personally like to see it
moved to November because it
would save the district money,”
Superintendent Quigley said.

The board would have to vote to
have it moved to November or
voters would have to pass it as a
question on election ballots, Board
Attorney John Geppert explained.
Also, by moving the election to
November, school budgets that
fall under the 2-percent cap would
not be voted on, only additional
spending over the cap would go
to the voters. Board members
elected in November would take
office the following January.

There were four reports last
month involving the district’s Ha-
rassment, Intimidation and Bul-
lying (HIB) policy, two of which
were considered bullying, Ms.
Quigley reported.

GW Awaiting Word From
HUD on Senior Housing

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The United States
Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development (HUD) has ap-
proved funding for the Westfield
Senior Housing Corporation
(WSHC) to build a 72-unit apart-
ment complex for people age 62
and over on the former St. Anne’s
School property in Garwood, ac-
cording to a November 16, 2011
dated press release from HUD.

The project, which was an-
nounced in 2010, has already
received approval from the
Garwood Planning Board and,
according to HUD, the borough
has approved the project for tax
exemptions.

HUD’s website, hud.com, states
that it is providing WSHC with a
Section 202 capital advance that
“provides very low-income eld-
erly persons 62 years of age or
older with the opportunity to live
independently in an environment
that provides support services to
meet their unique needs.” The
release states that the project is
slated to receive $11,719,100 for
capital costs and $1,588,500 for
rental assistance over three years.
Also according to HUD’s website,
rental assistance can be renewed
at the end of the three-year pe-
riod, depending on fund availabil-
ity, and the capital advance does
not have to be repaid as long as
the project serves low-income eld-
erly persons for 40 years.

WSHC Board President Robert
Conroy told The Westfield Leader
that while, “we’re pleased that
HUD made such a release, we
haven’t received (the) official let-
ter.” He said that he hopes to
have the official notification from
HUD in the next few weeks.

Garwood Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi also said that she
had yet to receive any official
notification from HUD.

St. Anne’s School, located along
Cedar Street between Second and
Third Avenues, was closed in
1986. While the school building
and an adjacent convent were
rented out at one time, they are
currently vacant. In 2008, prior
to WSHC’s current plans, devel-
oper James Ward had proposed a
55-and-older condominium com-
plex for the site, but the deal
failed.

The proposed development by
WSHC calls for 71 one-bedroom
apartments and one two-bedroom
apartment for a live-in caretaker.
There would be 41 parking spaces,
with access to the parking lot
from both Cedar Street and Third
Avenue. The three-story building
is proposed at 36.5 feet from the
first floor to the top with a brick
and stucco façade. Mr. Conroy
had said in 2010 that he expects
the project to take 12 months to
complete from the time they break
ground.

WSHC is a not-for-profit corpo-
ration and currently owns and
operates two buildings on
Boynton Avenue in Westfield.

Cranford/Garwood/Area News

Bilenker Named Lt. Col.
With N.Y. Nat. Guard
CRANFORD — Arthur Bilenker

of Cranford, serving with the
Medical Command of the New
York State Army National Guard,
has been promoted to the rank of
lieutenant colonel. Promotions
are based on overall perfor-
mance, attitude, leadership abil-
ity, and development potential.
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I have read The Westfield
Leader’s previous editorial (1/
05/2012) regarding the allega-
tions that the Covanta/Rahway
incinerator deal was not in the
best interests of the munici-
palities and the waste disposal
companies involved. I also just
read in your 1/12/2012 edi-
tion, the response letter from
John Kulish, who is the chair-
man of the Union county Utili-
ties Authority. In that letter he
wants to justify how we all win
in this new contract.

If you read my recent letters
regarding the millions of dollars
that are disappearing under his
chairmanship, one would realize
that indeed someone is definitely
benefiting big time; just not the

municipalities, who had to sign
under the present financial du-
ress imposed by the state’s 2
percent budget cap. The UCUA
scheme, as The Westfield Leader
rightfully notes, is totally unfair
to those municipalities that are
using private cartage. This un-
fairness arises when one town
has to pay $39 more a ton than
another town and is simply un-
constitutional. But under the sys-
tem of Union County govern-
ment and the political bosses in
control, legalities really don’t
need to be followed when no one
of leadership will stand up. The
county freeholders, a county area
senator, assemblyman, prosecu-
tor, even a judge or two are all
part of their questionable self-
enrichment type of system — so
nothing will be done about it, but
I digress.

Last year, when this scheme
arose, I became very involved
as a concerned resident in this
deal knowing Union County is
very deceptive in anything it
does. In studying the refinance
scheme of two bonds involved, I
found out that there is actually
close to $9 million in annual
savings the first few years going
down to $6 million annually. If
you read Kulish’s and his ilk’s
recent press releases they only
account for $4 million annual
savings every time. In three
meetings last year, I continually
confronted Kulish and the free-
holders with this query as to
where all the other money is
going. Chairman Kulish just
looked vacant. You see, he is not
appointed to be chairman due to
any experience or intelligence.
He was only appointed as a po-

Letters to the Editor
Cranford Joins Westfield Bd. of Health

As Ninth Shared Services Member
The Westfield Board of Health

met on January 9, 2012. Four
members were reappointed by
the mayor with approval of town
council: Thomas K. O’Neill, Dr.
David Weinman, Dr. Ronen Gold
and Gavin Handwerker. I was re-
elected president and Mr. O’Neill
as vice-president. Most impor-
tantly, the Township of Cranford
joined us as the ninth board of
health to use the shared services
of the Westfield Regional Health
Department, which now protects
over 140,000 people in our area.

A board hearing was convened
concerning a local restaurant that
had a history of sanitary code
violations. The restaurant cor-
rected all past violations and its
most recent inspection was sat-
isfactory. However, the board
unanimously voted to place the
restaurant on a 24-month pro-
bation with conditions. Details
will be posted in the board min-
utes when approved.

The health department is spon-
soring free health screenings with
Overlook Medical Center in the
municipal building. A peripheral
vascular disease screening will
be on Thursday, February 9, from
10 a.m. to noon. and a respira-
tory disease screening will be on
Thursday, March 15, from 10
a.m. to noon. For more informa-
tion about these programs and
to register, please call Laura
Scanlon, the public health nurs-
ing supervisor, at (908) 789-
4070, extension 4074.

Finally, the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
published the report of the re-
cent investigation of imported
human rabies in Union County
(cdc .gov/mmwr/p rev i ew/
m m w r h t m l /
mm6051a2.htm?s_cid=mm6051a2_w)
in which Megan Avallone, our

health officer, participated. Al-
though the person was infected
outside New Jersey, the case
highlighted the importance of
preventing contact between resi-
dents and rabies-infected ani-
mals and of vaccinating all dogs
and cats against rabies, which is
mandatory in Westfield.

Information on all of the De-
partments’ activities is available
at www.westfieldnj.gov/health.
The complete minutes of the
January 9 meeting will be posted
after review and approval at our
February 6 meeting, which starts
at 5:30 p.m. in the municipal
building.

Lawrence D. Budnick, MD
President, Westfield Board of Health

litical hack that would not ques-
tion the fuzzy financial dealings
being done behind the scenes.
One must wonder who wrote his
letter to The Westfield Leader,
but again I digress.

In fact his special counsel,
DeCotiis Fitzpatrick, (of course,
a major political mover and
shaker they hired for millions of
$) tried to pass numbers to jus-
tify the discrepancy but was eas-
ily refuted. Kulish said nothing.

I will not disagree that there is
some savings to the towns; they
had to offer that to get their
deceptive plan through. As I
noted previously it’s $1 for us,
$4 for whomever “them” is. And
I won’t even go into those huge
balloon payments at the end of
the contract that is creating all
these contrived upfront savings
Kulish claims. One interesting
tidbit I uncovered is that with
the new contract, Covanta, the
private operator of the incinera-
tor is receiving an extra $2 mil-
lion a year, but actually has fewer
responsibilities for retrieving
outside tonnage to keep the in-
cinerator profitable. Is it hush
money? This makes no sense,
unless you own Covanta I guess.

I call on Kulish, if he is a
supposed chairman, to prove
out just where those hidden
millions are going? It sure isn’t
to the municipalities that now
have to maintain minimum trash
tonnage or be fined with extra
costs. The only smell coming
from the trash incinerator is
that of Kulish and his political
hacks enabling a corrupted sys-
tem of self-service and self-
dealing in Union County against
the resident’s interests. We’re
not fooled. It is foul.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Garwood Councilman Comments on
Borough Longevity Pay Debate

I’m writing to correct an item
from the January 12th edition of
The Westfield Leader in which
the author states that five of
Garwood’s seven DPW workers
do not receive longevity pay.
Rather, it is the opposite. After
doing away with longevity pay in
the DPW’s 1993 contract with
the Borough (of Garwood), al-
most 20 years later, five of the
seven DPW workers still receive
longevity pay. The relevance of
this fact to the current debate
over longevity pay in Garwood is
that should we choose to elimi-
nate longevity pay only for work-
ers hired after January 1, 2012,
based on the DPW’s experience,
it may be two or more decades
that Garwood’s taxpayers will
be stuck with making
unaffordable longevity pay-
ments.

Please remember, employee

compensation increases are not
exempted from the 2 percent
cap on tax increases. Therefore,
any pay increases above 2 per-
cent (our current longevity policy
for non-union members gives
up to 8 percent pay raises) will
require cuts in pay to our junior
staff, layoffs, furloughs and nu-
merous other service cuts. In
fact, Garwood has already re-
duced through attrition its po-
lice department from 16 to 15
total officers, including our chief
and captain.

To continue to grant
unaffordable pay raises to our
employees while at the same
time cutting law enforcement is
a huge disservice to the resi-
dents of our borough. Thank you
for your coverage of this issue.

Councilman James Mathieu
Garwood Probitas Verus Honos

Who Wrote the Letter Last Week for
UCUA Chair Kulish on Trash Deal?
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