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l'ennemi du journaliste

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Probitas Verus Honos

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Each step towards advancing
to the Union County Tournament
championship game has gotten
more difficult, but the second-
seeded Cranford High School girls
basketball team was up to the
challenge and defeated the sev-
enth-seeded Oak Knoll Royals,
42-31, in a quarterfinal game at
Roselle Catholic on February 16.

Because of an overtime show-
down between Jonathan Dayton
and Linden, the starting time for
the Cougars and Royals was de-
layed until nearly 8:00 p.m. As a
result, the 21-3 Cougars had a
sluggish beginning but began to
gear up as the game matured.

“We have been here since 6:00.
The game before us went into
overtime, so we were kind of like
stale. We shot around before we
came, but we were sitting here
for almost two hours. It takes a
little time to get the rhythm,”
Cougar Head Coach Jackie Dyer
said.

Junior forward Jess McCoy
helped get the Cougars into the
rhythm from the second quarter
onward. She disrupted the Roy-

als’ rhythm with a team-leading
five steals and tied with team-
mate Morgan Miller with 10 re-
bounds.

“We needed to step up our
defense in the second half, and

Jess was one who really came
and sparked it, jumping to the
ball and going for the steal. She
was in the right spots at the right
time,” Coach Dyer said.

“We didn’t come out as strong.

We weren’t running. Once we
started getting those steals,
that’s what pumped up our of-
fense,” McCoy added.

JESS McCOY 5 STEALS, 10 RBs, 14 PTs; MORGAN MILLER 15 PTs, 10 RBs; KATE McGOVERN 10 PTs

Lady Cougars Bounce Royals in UCT Quarters, 42-31
While the Cougars were slug-

gish, guard Kerri Moran demon-
strated her left-side strength with
a pair of hook shots to give the
13-10 Royals a 4-0 lead early in
the first quarter before Cougar

Katie McGovern (8 points, 4 re-
bounds, tipped pass) rolled in a
lay-up and Mairead McKeary (3
points, 2 rebounds, 2 steals) hit
a free throw. Moran scored six
points in the quarter, which ended

8-8, but was slowed down dra-
matically the rest of the way by
McKeary’s tenacious defense and
finished the game with 10 points,
all from the left side.

“She will go right, but she does
prefer left. It’s not usual,” Coach
Dyer said.

“She is a good player. She fin-
ished really well. I think Mairead
did really well on her, as well as
she could,” McCoy said.

“Mairead did an awesome job
of shutting Kerri Moran down.
She nagged at her. She was in
her face,” Coach Dyer said.

McCoy and Miller began to hit
the mark, each banging in six
points, as the Cougars won the
second quarter, 14-6, to take a
22-14 lead at the half. Miller
finished the game with 15 points,
including three 3-pointers, and
McCoy finished with 14 points.

The Royals would not relent
and matched the Cougars point-
for-point, 12-12, in the third quar-
ter, but the scenario changed
dramatically in the fourth quar-
ter as the Cougars stepped up
their defense, creating numer-
ous acts of thievery, and limited
the Royals to just five points.

See Cranford Oak Knoll
UCT Girls Basketball in

The Westfield Leader
February 23 Edition

CONTINUED ON PAGE ??

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING CLOSE TO ROYALTY…Cougar Jess McCoy, left, sticks close to and Oak Knoll Royal during the Union
County Tournament quarterfinal game that Cranford won, 42-31, at Roselle Catholic High School on February 16. See
story in this edition of The Westfield Leader newspaper.
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“We definitely had to pick up
our defense in the fourth quar-
ter, because they were still driv-
ing and still shooting,” McCoy
said.

At the same time, Miller and
McCoy worked out a smooth as-
sist-to-score combination. Miller
finished with four assists and six
points in the half, and McCoy,
who had two assists, added eight
points. Jenna Goeller (2 points, 3
rebounds) also had two assists.

“It again has to do with all the

movement. Once we started
moving, we started finding each
other better and clicking better.
The first half, we were taking a
lot of outside shots and driving
on our own. It worked some-
times, and sometimes it didn’t
work,” McCoy said.

“They did a really good job on
offense finding each other. That
helped us a lot offensively,” Coach
Dyer said.
Oak Knoll   8   6 12   5 31
Cranford   8 14 12   8 42

Cougars Top Bulldogs
In UCT Hoops Semi

The second-seeded Cranford
High School girls basketball team
earned a trip to the Union County
Tournament championship game
to face top-seeded Governor
Livingston at Kean University this
Sunday, February 6, by defeating
third-seeded Jonathan Dayton,
62-48, in Clark on February 20.

Jess McCoy led the 22-3 Lady
Cougars with 22 points, including
a pair of 3-pointers, while Morgan
Miller (three 3-pointers), Jenna
Goeller (three 3-pointers) and
Mairead McKeary each netted 11
points. Katlin McGovern netted
seven points. Jen Kuczynski had
14 points for Dayton.
Dayton 13   6 13 16 48
Cranford 14 14 18 16 62

CranforCranforCranforCranforCranford Cougar High School Sportsd Cougar High School Sportsd Cougar High School Sportsd Cougar High School Sportsd Cougar High School Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING IN FOR THE LAY-UP…Cougar Mairead McKeary, No. 13, goes in for the lay-up amidst
a few Oak Knoll Royals in the UCT quarterfinal game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING DOWNCOURT…Cougar Jenna Goeller, No. 4, has company with Jess McCoy, No. 20,
and Morgan Miller, No. 3, as she drives towards the Royals’ basket.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE STEAL…Cougar Morgan Miller, on floor, swipes the ball and
pushes it to a teammate against the Royals.

Cougar Cagers Defeat Oak Knoll
In UCT Quarterfinal Round, 42-31

Probitas Verus Honos Story in The Westfield Leader
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Upsets highlighted the District
11 Wrestling Tournament but no
individual upset could over-
shadow the team performance
of the Linden Tigers, who clinched
their first ever district title in the
final bout at Westfield High School
on February 17-18.

Heavyweight Sumir Burns
pinned Blue Devil Kyle Kania in
1:09 in the final bout to give the
Tigers 133 team points to pass
the Brearley Bears (B) at 131
and Westfield (W) at 129. The
Cranford Cougars (C) finished
fourth at 119, followed by Scotch
Plains-Fanwood at 103, Elizabeth
(E) at 74, Rahway (R) at 67 and
Malcolm X. Shabazz (X) at 8.

“It wasn’t just today, it was the
whole tournament. We advanced
10 to the quarters last night. We
preached all week about how
Iowa won the nationals on sev-
eral occasions with no individual
champs. We preached if every-
one would push as hard as he
can, it isn’t going to be our two
district champs, it’s going to be
our guys who take second and
the guys who take third, and
some guys who take fourth.
Across the board, all 14 guys
gave it 100 percent,” Tiger Head
Coach Anthony Reinoso said.

One Tiger, who definitely gave
100 percent was Nick Tekula,
who recorded a second-period
reversal and a shrug takedown
to grab a 4-2 victory over top-
seeded Nick DeMarco (B) at 106-
lbs. His efforts also earned him
the tournament’s Outstanding
Wrestler Award.

Kania also pulled off a major
upset when he caught top-seeded
Raider Anthony Tufaro, ranked
fifth in the state, with a five-point
Japanese Whizzer and added a
late takedown to record an 8-5

victory in the heavyweight semis.
“I though about it. I saw the

opportunity, and I took it,” Kania
said. “After the first takedown, I
had a good lead, but there was
still room to come back. Towards
the end, I had to get one more,
big move on the edge. I took it
and solidified my lead.”

Tufaro recovered to place third
with a 3:25 pin over Mike Chris-
tian (B).

Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis,
seeded first at 120-lbs, worked
several takedowns and a few

near-falls before pinning Josh
Sheehy (L) in 4:53 with a half
nelson and a wrist to advance to
the title bout.

In the meantime, Cougar fresh-
man Gavin Murray pinned An-
drew Pinho (R) with a front
stretcher in 3:36 then pinned
Malcolm Moore (X) with a double
arm bar in 3:04 to reach the
finals.

“It was a good warm-up for the
next match. Hopefully, I will use
the same stuff. We go to the
same club, so we kind of know

each other’s style,” Murray said.
Kalimtzis recorded a backdoor

takedown then controlled Murray
from the top in the third period to
claim a 2-0 decision and his third
District 11 title.

“I wanted to get my points
early, try to establish a presence
on my feet. From there, I wanted
to stay tough on top, ride him out
and try to take something out of
him. The match didn’t really go
as planned, but at this point of
the season, it’s all about advanc-
ing,” Kalimtzis said.

At 126-lbs, Cougar senior Ian
Henry won his first bout in 43
seconds then reached into his
bag of tricks to pull out some wild
takedowns and a 7-3 decision
over Raider freshman Brian
Lapham to advance to the title
bout.

“He was good with that single
he got on me, and I tried to
whizzer down. I had just enough
speed to hit that roll. I thought I
could get back [points]. I didn’t
get them, but I wrestled tough
the rest of the match,” Henry
explained.

In his title bout against Ralph
Stadler (E), who had defeated
him in the county tournament,
Henry, after ceding a takedown,
went to work to record a rever-
sal, a five-point lateral drop and
another near-fall to seize a 10-2,
majority decision to get the op-
portunity to step at the top of the
podium.

“It’s great! It’s my first tourna-
ment I ever won in high school. It
was like my fifth or sixth final. I
just could never seem to finish it
out, but I am so glad in my last
district tournament, I finally got
it done,” said Henry, who added,
“It was a tie score. He took that
shot. I caught him with a pan-
cake and put him to his back.
After that I was so pumped up.
All my adrenalin was going. Why
stop? Keep going.”

Lapham grabbed third place
with a 13-5, majority decision
over Isaac Valentin (R).

Blue Devil Ellis Opoku pinned
his first opponent in 4:54 at 138-
lbs then pinned Raider Steve Car-
rion in 3:37 with a straight arm
bar cork pin to advance to the
finals. Carrion finished third with
a 1:35 pin of Aly Hafez (R).

“It was really tough getting the
first takedown, but I keep trying

DEVILS  KALIMTZIS, OPOKU; RAIDERS CANNON, JACOBS, COUGAR HENRY WIN MAT CROWNS

Linden Tigers Capture 1st Ever District 11 Mat Crown

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING UP THE GUILLOTINE…Cougar Ian Henry, left, tries to set up a guillotine pinning maneuver on Elizabeth’s
Ralph Stadler in the 126-lb title bout. Henry claimed a 10-2, majority decision and the championship.

See story in The Westfield Leader newspaper

More photos on Photo Library
Click – 12feb18-dist-wrest
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Linden Tigers Capture First Ever District 11 Wrestling Championship
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

to wear my opponents down.
Keep banging on the head until
they open up a little bit. Then I go
for that barrel, and it almost
never fails. He was really fighting
not to get pinned. It took a while,
but I stayed tough in there,”
Opoku said.

Most of the season, Opoku had
been competing at 145-lbs but
recently dropped to 138-lbs.

“I started about a month ago.
The first time, it was really tough,
but it got easier gradually. The
kids are quicker, but I feel stron-
ger than they,” he said.

Opoku took it to Mateo Perez
(E) in the title bout and showed
him the lights in 3:57.

“I go out there an try to wear
my opponents out. I never
wrestled this kid before, so I
didn’t know what to expect. I just
kept going with the same thing.
Eventually I got that single and

dump, and took him to his back,”
Opoku said.

After pinning Bear Andrew
Scrillo with a Spread Eagle in
3:32, Cougar Corey Markovitch
pulled off a big upset when he
caught Blue Devil Colin Barber in
a cradle in 3:19 to advance to the
152-lb title bout.

“I wrestled him before, and he
was really tough. I knew how to
wrestle him this time. I knew he
was going to come out tough on
his feet, but I worked hard on
top, and I set up that cradle with
a far ankle. I knew I had to get it
tight,” Markovitch said.

Markovitch would face Raider
Sean Cannon for the title.

“It is going to be fun to see how
it turns out,” Markovitch said.

Cannon reached the finals by
pinning Christian Chavez (R) with
a cradle of his own in 2:48.

“I was rooting for Corey, be-

cause we’ve been buddies. We
went to the same club for five
years. We always wrestle each
other. He likes to throw in legs,
and he likes to throw in cradles.
I just have to stop that,” Cannon
said.

Colin Barber roared back to
rack up three near-falls in the
third period to grab a 12-4, ma-
jority decision over Chavez for
third place.

“I opened up more in the third
period. I am looking forward to
the regions and placing in the top
at the regions,” Barber said.

In the title bout, Cannon re-
corded a takedown and a 3-point
near-fall to defeat Markovitch,
5-1.

“It’s never easy wrestling one
of your friends. You are kind of
mellow. I was getting tired at the
end, so that takedown and put-
ting him to his back in the begin-

ning was key. I hit an
inside, reach high crotch.
At the end, I was trying
not to get turned. I held
on for the win,” Cannon
explained.

Seeded first at 220-lbs,
Raider Andrew Jacobs,
who silently slipped un-
der the radar screen with
an incredible 26-1
record, jostled Chris
Gonzalez (L) in the semis
with his combination of
wrestling and judo skills.

“I am an unorthodox
wrestler, so it is kind of
hard to expect. I can
switch back to traditional
wrestling and then add
what I know from judo,”
Jacobs explained.

Jacobs insured his trip
to the finals with a five-
point side roll.

“It’ something that I
practiced for a while. I
like that a lot,” added
Jacobs.

After yielding a takedown in an
explosive first period, Jacobs re-
corded a reversal then later took
Cougar Jeff Weiss to the mat and
pinned him in 3:52 for the title.
Weiss had reached the finals with
a pin over David Tobe (E) and a

4-3 decision over Omar McNair
(R).

“I was a little discouraged that
I blew off a lot of steam with no
points. I had to make sure I got
him, because I thought no way
my conditioning was going to
last the rest of three rounds. He
was pushing into me a lot, so I
just used his momentum against
him and rolled him over with it,”
Jacobs said.

After pinning his first oppo-
nent, Blue Devil Kieran Cline
pinned Cougar Rob Kessler in
5:59 to reach the 182-lb finals
where he dropped a 15-3 deci-
sion to Jeff Velez (B). Kessler
placed third with a 2-1 decision
over Ismail Abdul-Wahid (R).

Cougar JP Christiano advanced
to the 170-lb finals with a 7-3
decision over Blue Devil Brian
Bulger, who later finished third
after recording two takedowns,
an escape and a penalty point to
grab a 6-1 decision over Terrence

Tiller (L). Christiano lost his title
bout, 7-2, to Joey Balboni (B).

“I was more experienced than
him. If I wrestled well, I should
have beaten him, which I did. I
am happy with how I wrestled
today. I think I could have
wrestled a little tougher against
Christiano, but I have no com-
plaints,” Bulger said.

Blue Devil Nick Knepper, who
won his opening bout at 195-lbs
with a 4:44 fall over Raider Mike
McFarlane, yielded a devastat-
ing takedown to Cougar Nick Diaz
but rallied to record a fall in 2:59,
using a stretch hammerlock, to
place third.

“I really wasn’t expecting him
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRUGGLING FOR CONTROL…Cougar JP Christiano, front, and Brearley’s Joey
Balboni struggle for control in the 170-lb title bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING THE LEG…Cougar Corey Markovitch, left,  grabs Blue Devil Colin
Barber’s leg in his 152-lb semifinal bout.
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Linden Tigers Capture First Ever District 11 Wrestling Championship
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

to come out that hard. It was my
mistake. He slammed me on my
head. Woke me up! I scored a

nice reversal at the end of the
period. When I got on top, I got
a [arm] bar. I worked him, and I

was able to turn him and pin
him,” Knepper explained.

Raider JT Beirne placed third at

106-lb with a 1:46 fall over Eric
Melendez (R). Raider Tom
Cunningham took third at 113-

lbs with a 4-2 decision over Gabe
Magalhaes (L).Raider Mike
Steinfeld placed third at 145-lbs
with a 7-2 decision over Mosa
Diab (E). Cougar Jim Dwyer won
by injury default over Blue Devil
Mike DeLouisa to place third at
160-lbs.

Blue Devil Matt Barber, who
had defeated Cougar Corey Birch,
5-3, in his opening bout at 132-
lbs, scored a takedown in over-
time to defeat Mike Disko (B), 3-
1, for third place.

“I had the bigger heart in the
third period. I was conditioned
more. He was a strong kid, but
he didn’t have the heart. Third
period is all about heart,” Barber
said.

CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
106: — Tekula (L) d DeMarco (B), 4-2
113: — Devin Jefferson (R) p James
Thevenin (E), 4:57
120: — Kalimtzis (W) d Murray (C), 2-0
126: — Henry (C) md Stadler (E), 10-2
132: — D’Ondre Floyd (E) md Diego
Ataca (L), 15-4
138: — Opoku (W) p Perez (E), 3:57
145: — Nick Lospinoso (B) p Justin
Becker (R), 5:36
152: — Cannon (S) d Markovitch (C), 5-1
160: — John Balboni (B) d Travis Fos-
ter (L), 8-4
170: — Balboni (B) d Christiano (C), 7-2
182: — Velez (B) md Cline (W), 15-3
195: — Anthony Tancs (B) d Bob Clark
(L), 9-3
220: — Jacobs (S) p Weiss (C), 3:52
Hwt: — Burns (L) p Kania (W), 1:09

THIRD PLACE BOUTS:
106: — Beirne (S) p Melendez (R), 1:46
113: — Cunningham (S) d Magalhaes
(L), 4-2
120: — Sheehy (L) md Moore (X), 20-10
126: — Lapham (S) md Valentin (R), 13-5
132: — Barber (W) d Disko (B), 3-1 OT
138: — Carrion (S) p Hafez (R), 1:35
145: — Steinfeld (S) d Diab (E), 7-2
152: — Barber (W) md Chavez (R), 12-4
160: — Dwyer (C) won injury default
over DeLouisa (W)
170: — Bulger (W) d Tiller (L), 6-1
182: — Kessler (C) d Abdul-Wahid (L), 2-1
195: — Knepper (W) p Diaz (C), 2:59
220: — McNair (R) d Gonzalez (L), 3-1
Hwt: — Tufaro (S) p Christian (B), 3:25

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A HAMMER AND A HALF…Blue Devil Kieran Cline, top, works a hammerlock
and a half nelson on Cougar Rob Kessler in the 182-lb semifinal bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING A COUGAR TO THE MAT…Raider Andrew Jacobs, left, drives
Cougar Jeff Weiss to the mat in the 220-lb championship bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OUTSTANDING WRESTLER…Linden Tiger Nick Tekula, left, is presented
with the Outstanding Wrestler Award by Westfield Head Coach Glen Kurz.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE SWITCH…Linden Tiger Nick Tekula, right, pulls a switch
reversal on Brearley’s Nick DeMarco in the 106-lb title bout. Tekula won 4-2

More photos on Photo Library
Click – 12feb18-dist-wrest



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-6  Thursday, February 23, 2012

goleader.com/ballyhoo

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Board of Education voted Tues-
day night, following an executive
session, to approve a five-year
lease agreement with the
Westfield Area “Y” for use of the
Washington School. The school
district and the “Y,” a non-profit
organization, have agreed to a
50/50 split of the net revenues.

The “Y” is still required to go
before the borough’s planning
board and the council to have the
lease agreement approved be-
fore it can go forward. The plan
includes a preschool, day care,
before- and after-care programs,
fitness classes, a gym, summer
camps and other recreational ac-
tivities. The operating hours
would be 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday.

Robert Black, a resident of East
Street across from Washington
School, told the board earlier in
the meeting that he thought hav-
ing the Westfield Area “Y” take
over the Washington School
would lower the value of his prop-
erty. “You are putting a business
across the street,” he said. “I
wish someone would represent
residents, it’s not a good deal,”
Mr. Black said. He also said park-
ing is an issue now, and would
worsen when the “Y” opens.

“Parking is something that will
be looked at and addressed,”
Board President Adele Lewis re-
sponded.

Resident Mike Vena said, “I’m
not opposed to it, but it probably
is going to be a parking night-
mare.”

Mr. Vena was concerned that
once the “Y” takes over, his chil-
dren and other children in
Garwood would not be able to use
the park on the school grounds.

“They [the “Y”] never said they
were going to chase them off.
They [non- “Y” users] can’t inter-
fere with any activity they [the
“Y”] have going on,” Board Vice-
President Susan Groening said.

Resident Debbie Banic was con-
cerned about the gym aspect of
the facility that would have adults
coming in and out of the building.
She thought there was a safety
concern of having strangers en-
tering a facility where
preschoolers would be attending
school. “That doesn’t sit right
with me,” Ms. Banic said.

Board member Barbara Greet

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
GOLDEN GOODBYE…Singer Whitney Houston’s golden precession travels down Boulevard in Kenilworth on Sunday
on its way to Fairview Cemetery in Westfield. She was buried next to her father, John Houston, Jr., who died in 2003.

said the “Y” said it wanted to
have a committee with residents
to “get their concerns and input.”

BOE Buildings and Grounds Su-
pervisor Thomas Spera said be-
cause the “Y” is moving into
Washington School that the dis-
trict needs to move out belong-
ings in Washington School and
had looked into buying a shed,
which would cost $2,065 includ-
ing delivery, plus $2,700 for in-
stallation.

In other business, Superinten-
dent of Schools Teresa Quigley
told The Westfield Leader that
the teachers’ union and the dis-

trict have reached a memoran-
dum of agreement with the con-
tract negotiations. She would not
give out any details, she said,
because the contract has not been
ratified.

Prior to discussing board busi-
ness, Ms. Quigley handed out
honors’ certificates to Honor So-
ciety students.

As reported at last week’s
council meeting, the council and
the school district have dis-
cussed sharing custodial ser-
vices, and board member
Russell Graham said the pro-
posal “looked like it would be

beneficial to both parties.”
Lincoln School could be mak-

ing solar energy as early as next
week. Mr. Spera said an inspec-
tor is coming next week to in-
spect the solar panels, and once
the inspection is passed, then
the solar company will “tap into
the system and we will be mak-
ing power. So hopefully, in a
month or two, we will be making
money.”

The Garwood summer tutoring
camp that was offered to young-
sters for the first time last year
will not be coming back this sum-
mer. Summer recreation will be
offered again fully.

During the superintendent’s re-
port, Ms. Quigley announced that
Cranford would vacate Washing-
ton School and move back into
Brookside School after the week
is up. The district was using the
school after Brookside sustained
flooding damage from Hurricane
Irene.

“Teachers were setting up class-
rooms at Brookside over the
weekend,” Ms. Quigley said.

During public comment, resi-
dent Amanda Langston said she
had lunch with her son during
family week but was disappointed
with the lunch cereal choices of
Lucky Charms and Cocoa Puffs in
the cafeteria. She said a serving
of Lucky Charms is equal to a bag
of M&Ms in sugar. “Why are we
serving that to our kids?” she
asked.

She also was unhappy with the
canceling of school and Saturday
recreation because of the limited
snowfall this winter. “Why are we
canceling for five inches of snow?”
she asked.

Ms. Quigley said Saturday rec-
reation was cancelled because
the district will not pay overtime
to have custodians come out to
remove the snow.

“I feel bad for the kids,” said
Mr. Vena, who said they need a
facility to practice sports.

Probitas Verus Honos

Garwood BOE Approves ‘Y’; Union Reaches Agreement
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Scenes from the Garwood Board of Education Meeting – February 21, 2012

Photos by Christina Hinke
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Scenes from the Cranford Township Committee Meeting – February 15, 2012

y CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Municipalities
along the Rahway River are striv-
ing to complete by mid-March
their needs statement and dam-
age assessment of Hurricane
Irene to then submit to federal
and state officials.

“The idea of a regional mayors’
council is to put that pressure on
them (Army Corps of Engineers
and the state Department of En-
vironmental Protection). I think
we have to have that well-de-
fined project before we move
forward,” former Cranford Mayor
Dan Aschenbach said last
Wednesday, when the Mayors’
Council of the Rahway River
Watershed Flood Control held a
Stormwater Management Best

Practices Conference at the
Cranford Community Center to
present the council’s goals and
ideas for an overall plan for flood
mitigation along the Rahway
River.

Millburn Mayor Sandra Haimoff
also stated that the council has
persuaded the Army Corps to
include the Orange Reservoir,
Diamond Mill Pond and Campbell
Mill Pond in Essex County, all
upstream in the South Mountain
Reservation, in its current study
of the Rahway River effects in
Cranford. “That is being worked
on actively as we speak,” she
said.

Mr. Aschenbach started off the
night by stating the council has
agreed to changes to local
stormwater management ordi-

nances, the implementation of
best stormwater management
practices regionally, and put
forth an acquisition of flood-
prone properties strategy that
would be submitted to Union
County.

Irene caused $31-million in ho-
meowner-insured losses in Union
County, a Cranford downtown
business sales loss of $1.6 mil-
lion, and $4.1 million in Cranford
municipal facility damages, Mr.
Aschenbach reported.

Mayor Haimoff and Millburn’s
engineer, Thomas Watkinson,
discussed how Millburn has
handled reducing runoff in de-
velopment through establishing
an ordinance to prevent soil ero-
sion and control sediment by re-
quiring developers and

homeowners undergoing large
expansions to install a sub-sur-
face seepage pit that artificially
directs runoff into the ground.

Recently, Millburn received a
grant from the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) to study
how the ordinance is effecting
stormwater management, and
“so far preliminary reports have
said they feel it is a positive
step,” Mr. Watkinson said.

The council is planning to re-
view similar ordinances in other
municipalities to determine how
to best configure such an ordi-
nance.

Some of the goals of Cranford’s
Environmental Commission
stated at the conference were to
reduce the amount of impervi-
ous cover by 10 percent over the

next five years, restrict develop-
ment in the 100-year flood zone,
strengthen Cranford’s tree ordi-
nances to restrict the cutting
down of large trees while plant-
ing more street trees, and re-
quiring or promoting the storage
of drainage from sump pumps in
dry wells instead of routing to
streets.

Some of those other goals and
ideas Cranford had outlined were
highlighted in a presentation
given by Sandy Batty, executive
director for Association of New
Jersey Environment Commission
(ANJEC). She presented green
building concepts such as green
roofs, rain barrels, flow-through
planters, rain gardens, pervious
pavement, and stormwater wet-
lands.

Mayors Discuss Best Ways to Control Flooding at CR Community Center
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“Garden Gate” - Theodosia A. G.
Tamborlane

CRANFORD - Cranford Artist
Theodosia A. G. Tamborlane will
exhibit 50 of her early oil paint-
ings on paper Thursday, March 1,
through Friday, March 30, at the
Artist Framer Gallery, 17 North
Avenue, East, Cranford. The pub-
lic reception will be Saturday,
March 10, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the
Gallery.
The paintings, from 2007 through

2009, are unique, abstract paint-
ings from the series “Color Paths
and Passages.”
Twenty of these colorful paint-

ings are framed in museum qual-
ity frames by the Artist Framer
artisans and ready for purchase
at reduced prices for the duration
of this exhibition. These paintings
were shown at galleries and other
venues in New Jersey and New
York from 2007 to 2010, winning
various prizes. Ms. Tamborlane’s
website Tamborlane.com has a
special display of these paintings
and the paintings can be pur-

chased on line.
The thirty unframed paintings

are signed originals and are also
being offered at affordable, re-
duced prices in March in celebra-
tion of Ms. Tamborlane’s success-
ful career as an abstract painter.
The subjects of these paintings
express her historic love of flow-
ers, gardens and nature, which
was fostered by her mother,
Theodosia Glueck, a florist in ru-
ral Pennsylvania.
In New York City, Ms. Tamborlane

is a member of the Art Students
League, New Century Artists Gal-
lery and the Pen and Brush. In
New Jersey, she actively partici-
pates in the Contemporary Art
Group of NJ, the Woodbridge Ar-
tisans Guild, and Studio Montclair.
She can be reached by emailing
Tamborlane@aol.com or by call-
ing (908) 276-4967.

CRANFORD — The Theater
Project Announces Winners of
Tenth Annual Young Playwrights
Competition Awards Ceremony
and Performance Saturday,
March 10.

The Theater Project is proud to
announce the winners of the
Tenth Annual Young Playwrights
Competition. First Prize goes to
Justine DeSilva from Ridgewood;
Second Prize goes to Emma
Hathaway of Rutherford and Third
Prize goes to Angel Shin of River
Vale. Dennis Gribben of Brick,
Victoria Grayner and Kelly
Sheridan both from Dumont will

receive Honorable Mentions.
The awards ceremony and per-

formance will take place, Satur-
day, March 10, at 2 p.m. in the
Cranford Community Center lo-
cated at 224 Walnut Ave,
Cranford. Tickets are free and
limited seating is available on a
first come first serve basis.

The writers of the three win-
ning entries will have their work
performed by the professional
actors of The Theater Project at
the awards ceremony in Cranford.
Each will also receive a savings
bond. The Honorable Mention
writers will receive citations and

gift certificates. The Friends of
the Cranford Library have do-
nated a prize for the contest.

The competition was inspired
by a generous donation from Lin-
den resident Bill Mesce, Jr. who
will speak at the event. Mr. Mesce
is an award-winning playwright
and screenwriter, whose recent
novel “The Advocate” was pub-
lished by Bantam Books.

The goal of the Young Play-
wrights’ Competition is to en-
courage the next generation of
theater practitioners and audi-
ence by honoring their work and
bringing it to life.

CRANFORD - The Pineda Con-
servatory based out of the
Cranford Dramatic Club Theatre,
announces open registration for
its five-week summer musical
theatre program for students in
grades 2 to 5 and grades 6 to 9.

Taught by a professional staff
of Broadway, opera and regional
theatre performers, the summer
conservatory runs from June 25
to August 3 (closed July 4-8)
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. For those
who are looking for a full day
program, students can also reg-
ister for Afternoon StageCraft,
which releases at 5 p.m.

The stage craft program con-
sists of set model construction,

painting, sewing, light, make-
up, costume design, lighting and
sound instruction. Students in
grades 6 to 9 are invited to par-
ticipate in the Spotlight Theatre
program consisting of voice,
dance, audition and acting train-
ing and a fully staged production
of High School Musical.

All students enrolled partici-
pate in the production of High
School Musical. Students are cast
during the first week of camp in
the many diverse roles. Students
rotate throughout the four-hour
morning that consists of daily
dance class, acting, audition and
voice training.

Early registration is recom-
mended as space is limited.
Younger students in grades 2 to
5 are invited to register for Star-
light Theater, a program consist-
ing of dance, voice and acting

training, along with a fully staged
production of Cinderella. The
show Cinderella provided by
Musical Theatre International, is
specially arranged for younger
children featuring classic Disney
favorites for a small cast given
equal parts so everyone is the
star of the show. Students in the
younger program primarily par-
ticipate in daily classes like act-
ing adventures, sing a story,
physical comedy, and dance
class.

Early registration is encouraged
due to the limited numbers allot-
ted for this class. All programs
are tuition based, with scholar-
ships available based on finan-
cial need. For registration or more
information about the program
please visit
www.PinedaConservatory.com
or call (908) 731-1377.

Probitas Verus Honos

Boro to Hear Results
Of Transit Village Study
GARWOOD — The Garwood

mayor, borough council, and
planning and zoning board will
hold a joint meeting on Wednes-
day, February 29, at 7 p.m. in the
council chambers of the munici-
pal building at 403 South Avenue
Garwood to receive a presenta-
tion on the results of a Transit
Village Study done by NJ Transit.

The presentation will include
the results of the feasibility study
including NJT’s recommenda-
tions. The public is encouraged
to attend. For more information
call (908) 789-0710.

Theater Project Young Playwrights
Competition Awards Ceremony Set

Pineda Conservatory Announces Youth
Summer Musical Theatre Program

Tamborlane’s “Early Works”
At Artist Framer Gallery


