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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior forward Morgan Miller
pumped in 25 points, bringing
her career total to 985, to lead
the 18-3 Cranford High School
girls basketball team to a 57-26
victory over 10-14 Benedictine
Academy of Elizabeth in Cranford
on February 9.

Just six day before, the Lady
Cougars knocked Governor
Livingston from the ranks of the
unbeaten with a 49-44 victory in
Berkeley Heights. Miller also
scored 25 points, including five
3-pointers, against the Highland-
ers.

“The first time we played them
we lost, because we missed two
box-outs. We allowed them of-
fensive rebounds then we had a
foul at the end. That’s why they
won by four. It was tied with a
minute left. So we have been
practicing on making sure the
teams don’t get offensive re-
bounds by boxing out. So we cut
their offensive rebounds in half
that game. That pretty much
was the deal breaker for us,”
Cougar Head Coach Jackie Dyer
said.

Also in the past several games,
the Cougars have had much suc-
cess working the ball around to
find the open girl.

“Against Governor Livingston,
we worked very well on getting
the open girls the ball. Morgan
had 25 points. At the end of the

first quarter, she had a half-
court shot. She just threw it in
off the backboard. The girls were
in the rhythm,” Coach Dyer said.

Against the Benedictine Green
Bees, Miller sank four 3-point-
ers. Additionally, she had five

assists, 11 rebounds and two
steals.

“She’s got 15 more to reach her
1,000, so we are hoping for to-
morrow [February 10 against
Scotch Plains-Fanwood],” Coach
Dyer said.

The Cougars dished out seven
assists in the first quarter en
route to a 22-3 lead. Miller sank
10 of her points, including a pair

of 3-pointers. Mairead McKeary
sank four of her six points. Carly
Maucione (3 assists, 3 rebounds)
scored four of her eight points.
Kaitlin McGovern (2 assists, 2
rebounds) and Kerry Wischusen
(2 rebounds, 4 points) each

added two points.
The Cougars won the second

quarter, 10-3, to grab a 32-6
lead at the half. Megan Pringle
put in four of her eight points in
the quarter. Pringle also demon-
strated her mastery under the

boards with seven rebounds.
“Megan is a very good

rebounder. Kerry Wischusen does
a good job of bringing the ball up
the floor and getting the ball to
the open girl. Hannah DeMars is
another one of our good guards,”
Coach Dyer said.

DeMars played most of the sec-
ond half and contributed an as-
sist and three rebounds. Jen
Carovillano (2 points) had three
rebounds. Miller stayed on the
court most of the second half to
support the influx of bench play-
ers.

The Green Bees won the third
quarter, 16-11, with Tab Davis
scoring nine of her team-high 13
points. Miller added seven points,
but with two straight assists from
point guard Jenna Goeller, she
banged in a pair of 3-pointers at
the start of the final quarter be-
fore taking a seat on the bench.
The Cougar substitutes grabbed
the reins there and won the quar-
ter, 14-4.

“It’s nice to see girls, who don’t
get much playing time, contrib-
ute and score a little bit and get
their names in the box score,”
Coach Dyer said.
Benedictine   3   3 16   4 26
Cranford 22 10 11 14 57

MILLER SINKS 25 TO BRING CAREER TOTAL TO 985; MAUCIONE, PRINGLE 3 PTS EACH

Lady Cougar Cagers Cruise Past Benedictine Bees, 57-26

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING THE STING OUT OF A GREEN BEE…Cougar Mairead McKeary, No. 13, keeps close tabs on a Benedictine
Green Bee. The Lady Cougars took the sting out of the Green Bees and won 57-26 in Cranford.
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STEFAN FEDORCHAK SCORES 20; REGGIE GREEN 17 PTS; SEAN BABOS 11 PTS, 5 ASSISTS

Cougar Cager Boys Hold Off St. Mary’s Elizabeth, 57-50
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Teamwork paid off as the
Cranford High School boys bas-
ketball team dished out 16 as-
sists that led to easy lay-ups and
eight 3-pointers to overcome St.
Mary’s of Elizabeth, 57-50, in
Cranford on February 7.

Senior point-guard Sean Babos
distributed, at least, his fair share
to finish with five assists, before
sinking the bulk of his 11 points,
which included a pair of 3-point-
ers.

“I like to get my teammates the
ball before I get my own shot. If
they are scoring, it is easier for
me to score. I try to get them the
ball as much as possible,” Babos
said.

“He is the catalyst. I will give
him the ball. The last three
games, he played unbelievably.
He did a great job,” added Cou-
gar Head Coach Ryan Huber.

Although not close to being the

tallest player on the court, Babos
contributed more than his share
of rebounds with seven.

“The coach has really been get-
ting on me for not boxing out, so
I just stepped it up today and got
a lot of rebounds to help the
team,” Babos said.

Junior forward Stefan
Fedorchak was the first Cougar
recipient of assists as he buck-
eted 13 of his game-high 20
points in the first quarter.
Fedorchak sank two of his three
3-pointers in the quarter and
added the other in the second
quarter. He also demonstrated
his unselfishness with three as-
sists.

After Fedorchak rolled in a lay-
up at the beginning of the second
quarter to extend the lead to 22-
8, the 9-11 Cougars’ hands went
ice cold, while the 8-11
Hilltoppers burned the net with a
10-0 run to tighten the score,
22-18, midway through the quar-

ter. But the Cougars burst into
flames with three straight 3-
pointers, two from Kurt Rutmayer
(5 assists, 5 rebounds, blocked
shot) and Fedorchak’s.

“It’s a game of runs, and to-

day we stepped up. That’s been
our Achilles Heel. Runs have
hurt us. However today we re-
sponded to their run and we did
a nice job of coming back,”
Coach Huber said.

Junior Reggie Green was the
recipient of five straight assists
as he scored the Cougars’ first 10
points of the third quarter. Green
finished with 17 points, six re-
bounds, three assists, a block

and a steal. Babos scored the
Cougars’ next seven points in the
quarter, won by the Hilltoppers,
19-17, with his pair of 3-pointers
and a free throw.

Cougar Tom Trotter sank a 3-

pointer early in the fourth quar-
ter, but the Hilltoppers stepped
up the pressure that paid off in a
9-0 run to narrow the Cougars’
led to 53-50 with 1:04 remain-
ing. Fedorchak answered with a
lay-up and Babos completed the
scoring with a pair of free throws.

“They went to a 1-2-2 trap, but
we finally escaped out here and
got the ‘W’. That’s what matters.
They went on some runs, but we

tried to limit their runs and make
sure that they did not take over
the game,” Babos said.

“We did a nice job of sharing
the ball early. We were knocking
down some threes. We made five

or six in the first half. We played
well, but at the end, we let up a
little bit. We were still trying to
score, but I think we were look-
ing for the perfect shot instead of
a good shot. I don’t think it was
so much their pressure. I think it
was just us trying to make a
perfect play,” Coach Huber said.
St. Mary’s   8 12 19 11 50
Cranford 20 11 17   9 57

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRONG ON DEFENSE AND OFFENSE…Cougar Sean Babos, No. 1, had
seven rebounds, sank 11 points and dished out five assists in the game against
the St. Mary’s Hilltoppers in Cranford on February 7.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
APPLYING DEFENSIVE PRESSURE…Cougar Stefan Fedorchak, No. 5, pressures St. Mary’s Stephen Alexander, No.
15. The Cougars won, 57-50. Story is also in The Westfield Leader newspaper.



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-3  Thursday, February 16, 2012

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Lady Cougar Cagers Defeat
Raiders, 61-44, Miller Hits 1000
Senior Morgan Miller entered

the game against the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball team with 985
career points and netted 15
points to total an even 1,000
and to lead the Cranford Cou-
gars to a 61-44 victory in
Cranford on February 11.

On February 4, Miller sank 25
points to lead the Lady Cougars
over then undefeated Governor
Livingston, 49-44. On February
10, Miller added another 25 points
in a victory over the Benedictine
Green Bees. The win over the

Raiders extended the 19-3 Cou-
gars’ win streak to nine games.

Junior Taylor Sebolao led the
Raiders with 19 points, which
included three 3-pointers and four
successful free throws. Sopho-
more Katie Harped scored 12
points, including a 3-pointer, and
freshman Thabitha Dwunfour fin-
ished with four points.

Cougar Jenna Goeller bucketed
15 points, including three 3-point-
ers and four free throws. Junior
Jess McCoy pulled nine rebounds,
swiped three balls and sank 11
points. Mairead McKeary scored
five points, and Carly Maucione
put in four points.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 10   7   9 18 44
Cranford 17 12 25   7 61

Cougar Snacks

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Senior Morgan Miller, a captain on the girls’ varsity basketball team, recently
scored her 1,000th career point in a game against Scotch Plains-Fanwood. JP Christiano, a captain on the varsity wrestling
team, recently had his 100th career win. JP is getting ready to defend his title at the District Tournament this weekend.

Cougar Matmen Lose
To Vernon, 36-32

The Cranford High School wres-
tling team lost a tough 36-32,
battle to Vernon on February 8.
JP Christiano, Gavin Murray, Mike
Helmstetter, Glen Cook and Nick
Diaz recorded majority decisions,
while Kevin Quigley and Rob
Kessler recorded pins.
106: Sultan Destani (V) won forfeit
113: Quigley (C) p Kevin Pitts, 1:02
120: Helmstetter (C) md Zeke Lewie
Cepero, 15-5
126: Murray (C) md Abel David, 13-2
132: Kevin Gocklin (V) p Ian Henry, 4:15
138: Tyler Walker (V) p Corey Birch,
1:58
145: Jacob Levy (V) d Matt Dimartino,
8-4
152: Ryan Ward (V) d Corey Markovitch,
8-6
160: Cook (C) md Pete Granata, 8-0
170: Diaz (C) md Justin Farrell, 11-0
182: Christiano (C) md Zack Levy, 18-7
195: Kessler (C) p Jesse Cornwell, 1:50
220: Dave Tlatelpa (V) p Matt Russo,
3:11
285: Jon Gemeinhardt (V) p Jon
ElKhoury, 4:33

Cougar Cagers Beat
Lady Comets, 61-55

The second-seeded Cranford
High School girls basketball team
defeated the Hillside Comets, 61-
55, on February 13. Junior Jenna
Goeller scored 17 points, includ-
ing a pair of 3-pointers. Senior
Morgan Miller netted 16 points,
including three 3-pointers. Jun-
ior Jess McCoy put in 15 points,
Mairead McKeary scored six, Carly
Maucione had four and Katlin
McGovern scored three points.
Hillside   8 15 12 20 55
Cranford 15 14   9 23 61

Probitas Verus Honos

The Cranford High School wres-
tling team defeated Morristown,
42-27, to finish the season with a
13-7 record. Senior JP Christiano
improved his record to 24-3 en-
tering the District 11 Tournament
on February 17 with a 5:28 fall
over Pat Murphy at 170-lbs. Fresh-
man Gavin Murray upped his
record to 26-5 at 113-lbs. Senior
Ian Henry improved to 21-7.

Last year, Christiano won the
District 11 160-lb crown and the
Region 3 title to advance to the
NJSIAA Championships in Atlan-
tic City where he made it to the
quarterfinals. Henry placed sec-
ond last year in the district tour-
nament at 125-lbs.

106 Derek Campbell (M) p Kevin
Quigley, 4:29
113 Declan Patterson (M) won forfeit
120 Gavin Murray (C) d Frank Crippen,
5-1
126 Mike Helmstetter (C) p Jim Sanchez,
1:31
132 Ian Henry (C) p Ismael Alvarez, :58
138 Corey Birch (C) p Chris Forte, 5:02
145 Charles Sanderson (M) d Nick
Frediani, 2-0
152 Matt Dimartino (C) d Chris Quiceno,
7-5
160 Desmond Towns (M) md Glen Cook,
13-4
170 JP Christiano (C) p Pat Murphy, 5:28
182 Rob Kessler (C) p Dave Martinez, 2:30
195 Ryan Flynn (M) p Nick Diaz, 3:23
220 Jeff Weiss (C) p Fred Ruiz, 1:21
285 Kyle Alleson (M) d Jonathan
ElKhoury, 4-2

Cougar Matmen Defeat Morristown, 42-27

Cougar Cagers Stop
Highlanders, 60-52

Senior point guard Sean Babos
netted seven of his 21 points in
overtime to lead the Cranford
High School boys basketball team
to a 60-52 victory over Governor
Livingston in the preliminary
round of the Union County Tour-
nament in Clark on February 11.

Senior Kurt Rutmayer finished
with 16 points, including a pair of
3-pointers. Babos finished with
three 3-pointers. Reggie Green
had 12 points, Stefan Fedorchak
had seven points and Tommy
Trotter had three for the 11-11
Cougars. Logan Kelly led the 10-
11 Highlanders with 31 points,
including five 3-pointers.
Gov. Liv. 20   6 11 13   2 52
Cranford   9 20 10 11 10 60
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD –  Mayor David
Robinson expressed appreciation
for Governor Chris Christie’s
seemingly supportive comments
about the township’s stance on
the proposed Birchwood Avenue
development.

At the township committee’s
meeting on Tuesday evening, a
resident played an audio tape of
the governor’s remarks – made
recently on a radio call-in pro-
gram – in which Governor
Christie, when questioned by a
Cranford resident, said the state
Department of Community Af-
fairs had met with local officials
and was “working on resolving
the matter.”

The governor went on to say
that he was “concerned about
[the proposed development] from
a flooding perspective,” adding
that “it doesn’t sound to me like
it’s a very wise idea.” The gover-
nor, who told the caller that he
had lived in Cranford in the late
1980s, said that the proposed
360 housing units would worsen
the effects from the next severe
flood.

Earlier in the meeting, town-
ship attorney Phil Morin briefly
recounted last month’s denial of
a motion for reconsideration in
the township’s lawsuit against
Cranford Development Associ-
ates LLC, the Birchwood Avenue
developer. Superior Court Judge
Lisa Chrystal issued her denial
on January 26, after the town-
ship had included additional evi-
dence regarding the deleterious
effects of flooding on the area if
the development were permit-
ted to go forward. The denial will
allow the soil conservation per-
mits to be issued by the town-
ship.

Furthermore, the ruling added

that any delays by the municipal
government in issuing any fu-
ture permits will be adjudicated
by a court-appointed Special
Master, Mr. Morin said.

In other business, deputy
mayor Andis Kalnins said the
2012 township budget will be
introduced in early March but a
formal vote will not occur until
later in June after state aid fig-
ures are finalized. He said it will
be a “challenging year” as the
governing body “balances the
services we want versus what
we’re willing to pay” for those
services, all while staying within
the state-mandated 2-percent
cap. In a related matter, Com-
missioner Edward O’Malley said
that Moody’s had recently re-
viewed the municipality’s fi-
nances and maintained
Cranford’s credit rating at “AA2.”

The committee also introduced
an ordinance to raise the height
limit on buildings in the R1
through R7 zones from 30 feet to
32 feet, a move that will allow
homeowners in flood zones to
raise their homes, as one has
already done, in an effort to avoid
severe flood damage. Commis-
sioner Kevin Campbell said the
ordinance will negate the need
for homeowners wishing to raise
their houses to apply to the zon-
ing board for variances. A public
hearing on the ordinance will be
held on March 13.

At the start of the meeting, the
township committee honored four
retiring department of public
works employees. Wayne
Rozman, Stephen Plungis,
Norman Dreyer and Wayne
Murray were honored for what
Mayor Robinson said was “de-
cades and decades of service,”
specifically “more than 130 years
combined. Commissioner
O’Malley presented certificates
to two local businesses—State
Farm Insurance and Think D’Sign
Print—for their efforts at adopt-
ing environmentally-sustainable
practices as part of the local Go

Gov. Christie Supports CF Mayor’s Stance on Birchwood Development
Green initiative.

Several announcements were
made during the meeting that

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Admin-
istrator/Clerk Christina Ariemma
has filed a lawsuit against Coun-
cilman James Mathieu, the mayor
and borough council and bor-
ough itself claiming she has been
harassed and intimidated by Mr.
Mathieu and was denied raises
the last two years as retaliation
for being a whistleblower.

“After being sworn in on Janu-
ary 2, 2011 as a sitting council-
man, Councilman Mathieu began
to realize that his campaign prom-
ise of a ‘no tax increase’ could
not be met and therefore his
promise to the citizens of
Garwood would turn into a false
one,” the suit alleges. “Upon
realizing his promise to get rid
of Plaintiff Ariemma, Council-
man Mathieu started a new cam-
paign of harassing and intimi-
dating Plaintiff Ariemma and
other higher salaried employ-
ees in an effort to get them to
resign.”

Among the allegations are that
Mr. Mathieu, as finance commit-
tee chairman in 2011, had Ms.
Ariemma ejected from finance
committee meeting after she and
Chief Financial Officer Sandra
Bruns gave the councilman docu-
mentation stating that, accord-
ing to state statute, “it is a fourth
degree crime to incur obliga-
tions” in excess of appropria-
tions in a budget.

The suit alleges Mr. Mathieu
threatened and harassed Ms.
Ariemma, including moving the
garbage cans on two occasions
at her house from the curb to
behind her residence.

“The evidence will show that

the councilman moved the gar-
bage cans,” said Daniel Antonelli,
Ms. Ariemma’s attorney, when
asked by The Westfield Leader
as to how it was known that Mr.
Mathieu moved the garbage cans.

The lawsuit also alleges that
Ms. Ariemma was denied a sal-
ary increase of 3.90 percent in
2011 and 3.75 percent in 2012 in
violation of state statute after
the borough’s public works and
police departments received sal-
ary increases those years.

Ms. Ariemma also alleges that
she was denied from receiving
future longevity increases. She
currently receives longevity pay-
ments of 6 percent over her base
salary of $78,393 as she has
completed 15 years of service
with the borough. She is eligible,
according to the lawsuit, to re-
ceive 7 percent over her base as
of 20 years of service to the
borough and 8 percent over her
base once she has 23 years with
the borough.

Ms. Ariemma’s suit also alleges
that the borough violated state
statute by failing to increase her
salary by $1,004.68 in 2011, the
amount she paid per a new state
law requiring government employ-
ees in New Jersey to contribute
1.5 percent of their salary towards
their health-care coverage.

The suit alleges that former
Police Chief William Legg did not
have to pay 1.5 percent of his
health insurance and also was
given a 3.90-percent salary in-
crease in 2011, which, according
to the suit, violates state law that
“prohibits sex discrimination in
employment.”

“It is our position that Council-
man Mathieu and the borough

the rededication of the Cranford
First Aid Squad’s headquarters,
which was severely damaged

during last summer’s hurricane
and flooding, will take place on
Sunday, February 26, at 3 p.m.

have violated the law by failing
to provide Ms. Ariemma with cer-
tain salary increases she is en-
titled to and have further vio-
lated the law by attempting to
take away certain benefits that
she is entitled,” Mr. Antonelli told
The Leader.

Ms. Ariemma has charged in
her lawsuit that denial of her
benefits was done by the bor-
ough and Mr. Mathieu to “harass
and intimidate” her following her
“whistleblower activities.”

Ms. Ariemma is seeking com-
pensatory and punitive dam-
ages, reinstatement of her
fringe benefits, assessment of
a civil fine against the defen-
dants, attorney fees and cost of
the suit.

When reached Monday for
comment, Mr. Mathieu said,
“We’ve been advised by coun-
sel not to directly comment on
the lawsuit.” He said he was
served with the suit at his home
on February 7 as he is being
sued in both his official and
individual capacity.

“This is the price you pay for
moving forward with the Chris
Christie agenda,” Mr. Mathieu
told The Leader.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi,
who was elected on the Repub-
lican line along with Mr. Mathieu
in 2010, said she has been un-
able to talk to Borough Attor-
ney Joseph Triarsi since the bor-
ough was served with the law-
suit on February 7. “I am not
going to be making any com-
ment now,” Mayor Quattrocchi
said.

Mr. Triarsi was away this week
and could not be reached for
comment.

Probitas Verus Honos

GW Administrator Alleges Harassment In Lawsuit
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough
council agreed, Tuesday night,
to install a walk-through metal
detector in Borough Hall. At
Tuesday night’s meeting, people
entering Borough Hall were
asked to remove the contents of
their pockets and have their bags
checked. Then a police officer
scanned their body with a wand
metal detector.

After the last council meeting
where the council adopted to
freeze longevity benefits, one of
the resolutions hanging on the
bulletin board in the hall was
slashed with a “razor or knife,”
Police Chief Bruce Underhill said.
He said the resolution that was
not passed, which opted for cur-
rent employees to retain longev-
ity benefits as contracted to upon
hiring, was the resolution slashed,
as well as the bulletin board.

He said the incident was not
caught on camera because the
surveillance system has been bro-
ken for about two years, and buy-
ing a new system has been ne-
glected by the council when the
issue has come to its attention.

“It doesn’t sit well as to the
small community of Garwood,”
said resident Bruce Paterson of
the new security measures.

“We’re playing catch up,” Chief
Underhill said. He said since the
9/11 attacks a security directive
was set in motion by the state
Supreme Court.

“In light of the incident that
happened last week, I can’t see
any reason not to implement that
same directive for public meet-
ings. I can’t allow any type of
weapon or the possibility of an
incident. I have to protect the
court, the mayor and council,
and all of you,” the chief said.

On another matter, Mr. Paterson
asked Councilman Jim Mathieu to
“graciously” step down from his
post on the council in light of the
lawsuit filed January 31 against
Mr. Mathieu by Borough Adminis-
trator/Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma for conspiracy, harass-
ment and intimidation, among
other allegations. There was some
applause from the audience and
one saying no. “We’re looking at
something more deleterious than
the security issue brought up be-
fore,” Mr. Paterson said.

Mr. Paterson said Mr. Mathieu
had brought on a lot of “distress”
to the Borough of Garwood. “I
am beside myself on this,” he
said. “I think you have gone over-
board. I have taken exception at
one meeting where you attacked
the mayor. A resident came in
and noted that she was harassed
and had the police chief involved
(referring to Rosemary Snow’s
complaint to the police last year).”

“I don’t think anybody can be
requested to step down until the
allegations are proved,” resident
Dolores Dombrowski said.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said
some of the cost of the attorney
fees could be absorbed by the
borough’s insurance, with which
a claim has already been filed
and is under review by the insur-
ance company.

Council President Keith Sluka
announced that he would intro-
duce a shared-service agreement
with the board of education (BOE)
at the next meeting. The pro-
posal would be to share cleaning
services using BOE custodial staff
instead of the borough using an
outside service. “I think we are
both winners on this,” Mr. Sluka
said.

Currently, the council pays Char
& Sons $17,450 annually to clean
Borough Hall, the fire depart-

ment (FD) and department of
public works (DPW) bathrooms.
Under the proposal, the council
would pay $22,000 annually for
BOE custodial staff to do the
cleaning. Cleaning of the FD’s
main hall would be added to the
scope. Mr. Sluka said the
borough’s current cleaning con-
tract expires March 1, and the
council would need to go out to
bid if they did not agree to a
shared service. He expects bids
to come in at approximately
$25,000 to $30,000 with the
additional cleaning task.

The FD had requested the addi-
tional cleaning service because
borough senior citizens hold
meetings at the facility at least
four times a week, Mr. Sluka
said.

“The FD was not being main-
tained properly,” Ms. Ariemma
said.

After the BOE last week passed
by a vote of 5-2 to move the BOE
election from April to November,
the council approved a resolu-
tion to adopt the move.

In other business, the council
also adopted an inter-local agree-
ment with the Township of
Cranford. Details were not given.

Longtime DPW employee Will-
iam Pevarnik announced his re-
tirement to the council in a letter
of intent.

The library had its reorganiza-
tion meeting recently, said the
mayor’s library representative,
Councilman Mathieu. Former
Secretary Maria Nierstedt was
named library board president,
former treasurer Christine
DiGiacomo was named vice-
president and former board mem-
ber Walter Tucker was named
treasurer.

Giuseppe Congiusta’s member-
ship application to the volunteer
FD also was approved.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
IMPROMPTU BBQ…The Garwood ShopRite reopened Tuesday morning
after a small fire in the meat department shut the North Avenue supermarket
late Monday. The fire, thought to be electrical in nature, originated in the area
of the meat department.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood
ShopRite reopened Tuesday
morning after a small fire in the
meat department shut the North
Avenue supermarket late Mon-
day.

According to Garwood Police
Captain James Pipala, borough
police officers responded to the
store Monday on a 3:45 p.m.
report of a smoke condition
caused by an electrical fire in the
area of the meat department.
Upon police arrival, the fire was
extinguished by employees with
fire extinguishers. Captain Pipala
reported that there was a heavy
smoke condition in the store.

The Garwood Fire Department
responded along with the first
aid squad and Union County EMS.
Officers on scene evacuated the

store and secured the area. One
ShopRite employee was treated
for difficulty breathing and re-
leased at the scene.

A Westfield Regional Board of
Health representative responded
to the scene and the business
was closed for the remainder of
the day. Liz Lope, a spokesper-
son for Wakefern Corp., the dis-
tribution arm of ShopRite super-
markets, told The Westfield
Leader that the store was evacu-
ated and closed as a precaution
due to smoke conditions. She
said the store was reopened fol-
lowing inspections by authori-
ties, including the health depart-
ment, after any exposed food
was disposed of as ordered by
the health inspector.

Westfield Health Officer Megan
Avallone told The Leader that the
store was reopened at 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday morning.

Garwood Council Sets Security
Measures for Borough Hall

ShopRite Reopens After
Fire in Meat Department


