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l'ennemi du journaliste

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

An unselfish team approach,
hustle under the boards and the
hot hand of senior center Kurt
Rutmayer led the Cranford High
School boys basketball team to a
58-44 toppling of the Summit
Hilltoppers in Cranford on Febru-
ary 3.

The 8-11 Cougars’ unselfish ap-
proach yielded 16 assists, and
senior point guard Sean Babos,
who scored five points, led with
six assists. Junior Reggie Green,
who sank 11 points, and guard
Tom Trotter (9 points) each con-
tributed three assists, and junior
forward Stefan Fedorchak (7
points) added two.

“We played a team game. Any-
body driving through the defense
can kick it out to any open shot.
We try to feed each other and
just try to get open looks on the
outside or inside with the pen-
etration,” said Rutmayer, who
had two assists.

Rutmayer led the Cougars with
19 points, including a pair of 3-
pointers late in the game that
added a major comfort zone for
his team.

“Babos’ penetration into the de-

fense got me wide open a couple
of times on the outside, and I hit
them,” Rutmayer said.

“Starting the second half, we
started looking for the open man,
we were able to knock down

some shots today. Kurt was a
little upset, frustrated that his
shots were not falling. I told him
yesterday, ‘that’s OK! Just keep
shooting.’ He steps up. He’s a
great kid. He had some great

reads. He made some big shots
for us. Kurt Rutmayer is the kind
of guy, who is never going to let
you down,” Cougar Head Coach

Ryan Huber said.
The Cougars’ control of the

boards was mostly attributed to
Green and Rutmayer, but the
pesky behavior of Babos and Chris
Wills (5 points) insured that domi-

nance. Green pulled 11 rebounds
and added two blocks and a steal.
Rytmayer pulled five boards and
added two blocked shots and a
tipped pass that led to a steal.
Babos, Wills and Fedorchak each

had three rebounds.
“Reggie and I work as a team

down low. Coach Loeffler and
coach Huber tell us that every-
one has to rebound. We had to
keep them off the board today,
and we did a good job with that,”
Rutmayer said.

The Cougars won the first quar-
ter, 14-10, and the second quar-
ter, 20-11, to take a 34-21 lead
at the half, even though they did
experience some problems with
turnovers.

“It was a good outing, but we
need to get better,” Rutmayer
said.

Hilltopper junior guard
Ba’Shawn Mickens was also a
problem for the Cougars, espe-
cially in the first half when he
bucketed 11 of his 20 points. But
Babos and Trotter applied more
pressure and each finished the
game with a pair of steals.

“They did everything they
needed to do. They deflected the
ball in the post. They did a good
job on Mickens. He scored 11
points early. They did a pretty
good job in shutting him down.
They didn’t let him get any space.
They made every shot difficult,”

RUTMAYER BANGS IN 19 POINTS, GREENROLLS IN 11 POINTS, TROTTER SCORES 9 POINTS

Cranford B’ball Boys Topple Summit Hilltoppers, 58-44

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Cougar Cagers Beat
St. Mary’s, 57-50

Read Complete Story
In Next Week’s Issue

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING CLOSE TABS…Cougar Sean Babos, right, keeps close tabs on Summit Hilltopper Levi Glick, No. 13, in
Cranford on February 3. Babos contributed six assists and the Cougars defeated Summit, 58-44.
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Cougar Cagers Top
Hilltoppers, 58-44

Coach Huber said.
Hilltopper sophomore forward

Ryan Sweeney became very dif-
ficult and scored all 14 of his
points, including four 3-pointers
in the second half. But at the end
of the third quarter, Green rolled
in a lay-up and Rutmayer made
good on his 3-pointer at the
buzzer to give the Cougars a
comfortable 44-31 lead entering
the final quarter.

Throughout the game, the Cou-
gars were a little inconsistent
from the charity line and man-
aged to sink only four of 12 shots,
until the final two minutes when
Trotter went to the line and hit all
four of his shots, and Rutmayer
stepped forward and hit both of
his.

“Last time we played these
guys, we were 14-for-14 from
the line. I would love to be in the
mind of a high school kid, and if
I ever was, I would probably be a
multi-millionaire, but they
stepped up and made some foul
shots when they needed to,”
Coach Huber said.
Summit 10 11 10 13 44
Cranford 14 20 10 14 58

NICK KALAFATIS 50-FREE, 100-FREE; WOO WINS 200IM, BYRNE TOUCHES 1ST IN 100-BACK

Blue Devil Swim Boys Defeat Cranford Cougars, 115-55
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Perhaps overshadowed by the
showdown meet between the No.
1 ranked Blue Devil girls and No.
2 Immaculate Heart Academy,
not as much attention may have
been focused on the boys’ meet
against a strong Cranford co-ed
team, but the Westfield High
School boys, fresh off a Union
County Tournament champion-

ship after stunning the No. 3
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders,
defeated the Cougars, 115-55,
in Westfield on January 31.

The Blue Devils enjoyed the
luxury of mixing their lineup,
while the Cougars managed to
touch first in four individual
events.

Blue Devils Jack Rose, Alex
Bond, Max Shin and Sean Beattie
touched first in the opening event,
the 200-medley relay, at 1:46.7.
Blue Devils Luke McGrory, Dan
Myers, Noah Stiles and Alec Penn
out-touched Cougars Julie

Byrnes, Brian Leu, Nick Kalafatis
and Andrew Schneider by a fin-
gernail for second, 1:47.57-
1:47.58.

In a 1-2-3 sweep, Blue Devil
Brennan Haley touched first in
the 200-freestyle relay with a
time of 1:57.52, followed by Aram
Barmakian at 1:59.66 and Kevin
Clauss at 2:06.88. Cougar An-
thony Kalafatis touched fourth at
2:07.56.

Cougar Brian Woo took top hon-
ors in the 200-individual medley
with a time of 2:07.88, followed
by Blue Devils John Lindros at

2:11.45, Nick Constantine at
2:20.84 and Ryan Hobson at
2:23.28. Nick Kalafatis touched
first in the 50-freestyle with a
time of 23.9, followed by Blue
Devils Tyler Lessner at 24.15
and Rich O’Connor at 24.81. Cou-
gar Andrew Schneider touched
fourth at 24.82.

Blue Devil Stephen Husch
touched first in the 100-butterfly
at 56.35, followed by Cougar
Byrne at 59.18 and Blue Devil
Alex Bond at 59.28. Nick Kalafatis
won the 100-freestyle with a time
of 52.56, followed by Blue Devil

Connor Moore at 53.44, Cougar
Matt Kaczynski at 55.04 and Blue
Devil Penn at 55.4. Blue Devil
Sam Hays won the 500-freestyle
with a time of 5:25.7, followed
by Blue Devils Dan Myers at
5:34.1 and Jake Maher at 6:07.8.
Cougar Owen Vaughn finished
fourth at 6:19.

Haley, O’Connor, Tim York and
Bond touched first in the 200-
freestyle relay at 1:36.84.
Lindros, Bamakian, Francis Wong
and McGrory finished second at
1:37.28.

Cougar Julie Byrne touched first
in the 100-backstroke with a time
of 1:00.01, followed by Cougar
Woo at 1:02.13 and Blue Devils
Beattie at 1:03.07 and Wren
Keating at 1:03.33. Blue Devil
Matt Daniel took first in the 100-
breaststroke with a time of
1:07.39, followed by Jack Rose
at 1:08.47 and Cougar Anthony
Kalafatis at 1:14.85. Blue Devil
Will Murtishaw took fourth at
1:15.66.

Constantine, Kevin Oster, Hays
and Hobson won the 400-
freestyle relay in 3:42.99. York,
O’Connor, Matt Wornow and Tom
Pyle touched second in 3:45.35.
200 medley relay: W (Bond, Rose,
Beattie, Husch) 1:46.7
200 free: Haley (W) 1:57.52
200 IM: Woo (C) 2:07.88
50 free: Kalafatis (C) 23.9
100 fly: Husch (W) 56.35
100 free: Kalafatis (C) 52.56
500 free: Hays (W) 5:25.7
200 free relay: W (O’Connor, Haley,
Bond, York) 1:36.84
100 back: Byrne (C) 1:00.01
100 breast: Daniel (W) 1:07.39
400 free relay: W (Oster, Constantine,
Hobson, Hays) 3:42.99

See Swimming & Basketball
Stories in This Issue of
The Westfield Leader

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Cougar Julie Byrnes touched first in the 100-backstroke with a time of 1:00.01
in the meet against the Westfield Blue Devil boys at Wallace Pool in Westfield.
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Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School girls
and boys indoor track teams
placed ninth and sixth, respec-
tively, at the Union County (UC)
Championships on January 29,
and had several outstanding in-
dividual performances at the Ed
Poreda Invite at Lawrenceville
Prep on February 1.

Kristen Van Benschoten won
the UC shot put title with a per-
sonal-record (PR) and school
record of 34-6. She then placed
second at the Poreda Invite with
a CHS 35-9.

“She is really clicking right now
and she sits in second right now
going into the Sectional champi-
onship,” Cougar Head Coach Pete
Kane said.

In the UC meet, Megan Byrnes
placed sixth in the 1600 meters
with a time of 5:42.44, and Katia
Oltman placed fourth in the 3200
with a time of 12:38.76. Bryanna
Grant tied for seventh in the high
jump with a height of 4-6 and
finished eighth in the 55 hurdles
at 8.85. Laura Van Horn crossed
seventh in the 400 at 1:03.

In the boys shot put, JD Foye
had a PR of 41-5. With that throw,

Foye and teammate TJ Nichols,
with a toss of 41-6, ranked sixth
and seventh going into the state
sectional meet.

“Coach Mike Dow has done a
great job so far with the throwers
and he doesn’t plan on stopping
now,” Coach Kane said.

Tom Feeney at 10:02.11, Eli
Howard at 10:04.56 and Connor
McMahon at 10:32.96 placed 2-
3-8 in the 3,200 meters at the UC
meet. George El-Khoury finished
eighth in the 1,600 at 4:39.84.

At the Poreda Invite, Grant
made the finals and ran a PR
8.85 in the 55 hurdles, and

Rebecca Shimonov PR’d with a
9.0. Grant then tied her PR in
the pole vault with a jump of 9-
6, which tied her for third. Grant
also placed second in the triple
jump with a distance of 37-9.
Shimonov also long jumped 15-
9 to qualify for the Eastern State
Championship later this month.
Gillian Burke had a jump of 33-
11 in the triple jump to qualify
for Easterns.

“Now we have three girls triple
jump qualifiers in Bry, Gillian and
Regine Hunter for the Easterns,”
noted Coach Kane.

Seniors Mike Zanfardino,
George El-Khoury, Carl
Lieberman and Paul Cassaro had
a goal of 8:15 in the 4x800,

which would have qualified them
for Penn Relays, Nationals and
the Eastern State Championship,
but they came up seven seconds
shy but ran a PR time of 8:22.

“Our distance coaches of John
Schiano and Galen Johnson have
done a great job with them this
season,” Coach Kane said.

At the Poreda Invite, sopho-
more Pat Lynch cleared 12-6 to
tie for third. He is currently he is
ranked first in the Cougars’ sec-
tion (North 2, Group 2) and first
in Union County. He is also ranked
first for all sophomores in New
Jersey. Feeney, Chris Witwick,
Dan Van Ostenbridge and Howard
placed firth in the distance med-
ley relay at 11:25.64.

Cranford Cougar Boys/Girls Fare Well At UCT, Poreda Track Meets

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Kristin VanBenschoten, a senior on the varsity winter track team, recently
broke the school shot put record and also won the Union County title. Kristen is the first Union County Champion in
shot put in CHS history. Senior swimmer Brian Woo recently finished third in the Union County Meet in the 200-yard
freestyle and 100-yard backstroke. He also qualified for the Meet of Champions.

The Cranford High School wres-
tling team lost, 49-18, to Gover-
nor Livingston on February 3 then
defeated Livingston, 49-16, and
Kearny, 45-34, on February 4.
Senior JP Christiano won all three
of his bouts at 170-lbs.
Cranford 49 Livingston 16
106: Kevin Quigley (C) p Ryan Kendrick,
2:31
120: Gavin Murray (C) won forfeit
126: Jim Lax (L) d Dave Ayala, 8-4
132: Jason Estevez (L) p Diego Castro,
1:02
138: Corey Birch (C) md Garrett Guisto,
12-2
145: Matt Dimartino (C) p Dan Mazour,
2:32
152: Brad Krosser (L) md Corey
Markovitch, 14-2
160: Brett Ratner (L) d Glen Cook, 7-5
170: JP Christiano (C) p TJ Bent, 4:00
182: Nick Diaz (C) p Franz Rivero, :18
195: Rob Kessler (C) p Matt Tamburri,
1:51
220: Jeff Weiss (C) p Abel Amare, :56

285: Jon ElKhoury (C) d Joe Fede, 8-6

Governor Livingston 49, Cranford 18
106 Joe Colder (G) p Quigley, 1:26
113 Jon Mele (G) won forfeit
120 Ryne Morrison (G) d Murray, 10-4
126 John Bohrer (G) md Ayala, 11-2
132 Ryan Hoy (G) p Birch, 3:51
138 Nick Frediani (C) d Will O’Sullivan, 5-4
145 Jeremy Klein (G) d Dimartino, 7-3
152 Markovitch (C) tf Vic Orozco, 17-2
160 Shane Haddad (G) p Cook, :59
170 Christiano (C) p Ryan Dobbs, 2:34
182 Zach Heissler (G) p Kessler, 2:39
195 Vin Bennett (G) p Diaz, 2:46
220 Weiss (C) md Jay Luciani, 13-3
285 Dan McHugh (G) d ElKhoury, 2-1

Cranford 45, Kearny 34
106 Quigley (C) d Angel Rodriguez, 1-0
113 Mike Dominico (K) won forfeit
120 Murray (C) p Luis Torres, 2:41
126 Steve Nash (K) p Ayala, 2:34
132 Birch (C) p Chris Vezos, 4:40
138 Frediani (C) p Nick Tenney, :29
145 Marshall Everett (K) p Dimartino, 3:01
152 Markovitch (C) p Jhersson Solis, :41
160 Dave Bush (K) p Cook, 2:32
170 Christiano (C) p Mike Costa, 4:29
182 Tom Witt (K) p Diaz, 3:10
195 Mike Nee (K) p Kessler
220 Weiss (C) p Jose Garcia, :14
285 ElKhoury (C) p Ryan Michaels, 2:40

Probitas Verus Honos

Cougar Matmen Fall to GL,
Defeat Livingston, Kearny
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Tuesday night
the Garwood Board of Educa-
tion voted 5 to 2 in favor, with
board members Linda Koenig
and Christine Guerriero dissent-
ing, to move the board of edu-
cation election from April to the
November General Election.
This move would eliminate the
public’s vote on the budget if it
were under the 2-percent cap.

“While our main goal is to
achieve higher performance aca-
demically, we are looking to save
money in the budget, and this
effectively gives us the ability to
do that without drastically chang-
ing the way we conduct our-
selves,” board member Russell
Graham said. Board member Bar-
bara Greet and Board Vice-Presi-
dent Susan Groning both agreed
that saving money was a main
reason for their support of mov-
ing the election.

Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley said she did not
know the savings the district
would see by moving the elec-
tion, but would have a figure by
the next board meeting on Tues-
day, February 21, which is four
days after the decision deadline
to the state.

“I do support the move  –  it
would have a better turnout in
voting,” resident Bruce Pater-
son said. “This is giving you
extra money to spend. I would
like to see you strive for less
than the 2-percent cap.”

“I don’t like the way this has
been done. They gave us a month
to act on this,” Ms. Koenig said.
“They are taking more local con-
trol away,” she continued.

With the election moved to
November, newly elected board
members would take over their
posts on the board the following
January. “It puts a board mem-
ber at a disadvantage,” Ms.
Guerriero said. “They really lost

a good amount of that school
year. They also missed a lot of
that opportunity to go to the
convention in October where a
lot of learning goes on.”

“Having served on the board
for nine years…it really is a lose-
lose situation for everyone when
a budget is defeated,” Board
President Adele Lewis said.

Ms. Quigley said, “If we can
save $5, if we can save $10, it
always makes sense. We oper-
ate on a bare-bones budget for
a very long time.”

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi was
in attendance, along with Bor-

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DEJA BLUE(si.com)...Giants fans, inspired by quarterback Eli Manning, enjoy the game at the Corbins’  Super Bowl
party on Sunday.  The crowd went crazy when the Giants erased an eight-point third-quarter deficit to steal the victory
with a last-minute touchdown, just as they did in the 2008 Super Bowl (also against the Patriots).

Cranford Man Charged
With Insurance Fraud
CRANFORD — A Cranford man

has been charged in a state grand
jury indictment for allegedly col-
lecting more than $22,000 in
temporary disability insurance
benefits to which he was not
entitled, Attorney General (AG)
Jeffrey Chiesa announced last
week.

Louis L. Dubrel, 43, was charged
on January 30 with insurance
fraud, theft by deception and
perjury, Mr. Chiesa said.

The state grand jury indict-
ment alleges that between Janu-
ary 12 and September 7, 2007,
Dubrel, who allegedly sustained
a work-related injury while em-
ployed as an auto mechanic for
Maple Crest Auto Group in Union
Township, omitted and failed to
provide significant information
to New Jersey Manufacturers In-
surance Company in order to
obtain $22,569 in temporary dis-
ability insurance benefits to which
he was not entitled, the AG’s
office reported.

The indictment also alleges that
Dubrel obtained the $22,569 from
New Jersey Manufacturers Insur-
ance Company by creating the
false impression that he was un-
able to complete common house-
hold chores and daily physical
activities, when, in fact, he par-
ticipated as a driver in several
harness horse racing qualifying
starts and as a horse trainer dur-
ing the period that he received
temporary disability benefits.

The indictment also alleges that
while appearing at an official pro-
ceeding, namely in the matter of
Louis Dubrel v. Maple Crest Auto
Group, and while under oath,
Dubrel made the false statement
that, “I can’t ride [horses],”a state-
ment that he knew was not true,
according the AG’s press release.

Dubrel faces a maximum sen-
tence of five years in state prison
and a fine of $15,000.

ough Councilmen Keith Sluka,
Louis Petruzzel l i  and Jim
Mathieu.

“I have been looking at this
for a number of years person-
ally, and thought that it was a
good idea to piggy back the
board of ed elections with the
general elections from the per-
spective as it would give the
people a little bit more incen-
tive to look at who they are
voting for and become more
familiar with the issues within
their school elections. The turn-
out for a board of ed election is
sad. And a lot of people don’t

know what is going on. From
that perspective, to me, it is
posit ive,” said Mayor
Quattrocchi, who also was in
favor of the cost savings.

“My only concern about this is
that you are going to have po-
litical parties who are deciding
who is going to run for the board,
and in those towns that are
more heavily funded on both
sides with political money,”
Mayor Quattrocchi said.

Mr. Sluka said he supported
moving the board of education
elections. He said taxpayers are
looking to save money.

Garwood BOE Passes Election Move to November

Probitas Verus Honos


