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MURRAY, HENRY, ‘MARK’, HELMSTETTER GET WINS; BALBONI TOPS JP CHRISTIANO, 5-2

Brearley Bears Grab, 51-22, Win over Cougar Wrestlers
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fresh off capturing their sev-
enth straight Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) championship, the
Brearley Bears won nine of 13
contested bouts to defeat the
Cranford High School wrestling
team in Cranford on January 27.
Corey Markovitch (152-lbs),
Gavin Murray (120-lbs), Mike
Helmstetter (126-lbs) and Ian
Henry (132-lbs) earned victories
for the 6-5 Cougars.

The 5-3 Bears jumped to a 6-0,
team lead in the first bout of the
evening when Nick Lospinoso
rocked Matt Dimartino to sleep in
51 seconds with a cradle at 145-
lbs.

Markovitch faced Andrew Scarillo
and became a victim of a pair of
first-period takedowns but wasted
little time when he settled Scarillo
in 2:29 with a pull-back cradle to
tie the team score. From that
point, however, the Bears would
roll off eight straight victories.

At 160-lbs, John Balboni,
ranked fifth in the state, took
Cougar Glen Cook straight to his
back and pinned him with a half
nelson in 23 seconds.

The key match-up of the
evening was next at 170-lbs.
Cougar JP Christiano, an NJSIAA
quarterfinalist last year at 160-
lbs, squared off with Joey Balboni,
presently ranked sixth in the
state. On January 22, Balboni
had defeated Christiano, 5-2, for

the UCT 170-lb title.
Lightning struck again! After a

scoreless first period, Balboni
escaped and added a takedown
in the second period. Christiano
escaped in the third, but Balboni
added another takedown.

Christiano escaped, making the
score, 5-2. No more offense was
added and Balboni had denied
Christiano of his 100th varsity
career victory.

At 182-lbs, Anthony Scorese
caught Cougar Nick Diaz off-bal-

ance with a double-leg tackle
takedown which resulted in a
2:41 fall. Bear Jeff Velez showed
Rob Kessler the lights in 4:28

with an arm bar at 195-lbs.
At 220-lb, Bear Anthony Tancs

demonstrated his top-position
skills when he handled Jeff Weiss
the entire second period, while
picking up three back points with
a double arm bar maneuver. He

added an escape and a takedown
in the third period to grab a 6-0
decision. Bear heavyweight Mike
Christian clamped Jon ElKhoury
in 3:36 with a front cradle, and at
106-lbs, Bear Nick DeMarco pried
Kevin Quigley to his back in 1:12

with a power half. Bear Frank
Chessa received a forfeit at 113-
lbs.

Murray stopped the bleeding
with a barrage of near-falls, be-
fore pinning Dylan Oliva in 3:22
with an arm bar stack.

Murray explained, “Arm bar,
far side cradle, near side cradle
and throwing legs and a power
half. We practice them really hard
in the room. Good partners! Good
coaches! It pays off.”

At 126-lbs, Helmstetter quickly
took Kevin Oliva to the mat, then
employed a Turk step-in before
pinning him in 49 seconds with a
front arm bar.

In his bout with Bear Mike Disko,
Henry worked a front headlock to
record a barrel roll takedown and
a side single-leg takedown in the
first period.

“I like to put them in a front
headlock. Once you get that front
head, there is a whole arsenal of
things you can do, as long as you
get your opponent to expect that
front headlock,” Henry said.

After using a switch reversal in
the second period, Henry pulled
off a wild takedown to add back
points.

“He took a shot and I figured
shin whizzer. I knocked his leg

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING FOR THE DOUBLE-LEG TAKEDOWN…Cougar Nick Diaz attempts to get a double-leg takedown on
Brearley’s Anthony Scorese in his 182-lb bout. See The Westfield Leader newspaper for story also
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out. I was holding it, so he couldn’t
really move. I personally thought
he may have been pinned right
there. A couple of people agreed

with me, but the ref didn’t agree,
but at least, I got the backs
[points],” Henry explained.

In the third period, Henry added

a Julio (gator) roll to emerge
with a 13-5, majority decision.

“We needed a pin to try to keep
it close. Unfortunately, it didn’t
turn out like that. They told me to
try anything to try to get him to
his back. I had him in a front
head in the third period and I
went for the gator roll and almost
had him,” Henry explained.

In the final bout, 138-lbs, Bear
Eoghan Savona tallied a first-
period takedown, but Cougar
Corey Birch scored an escape
and a takedown in the third pe-
riod to take a 3-2 lead. Savona
answered with a reversal and a
two-point near-fall to win, 6-3.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
145: — Lospinoso (B) p Dimartino, :51
152: — Markovitch (C) p Scarillo, 2:29
160: — Balboni (B) p Cook, :23
170: — Balboni (B) d Christiano, 5-2

182: — Scorese (B) p Diaz, 2:41
195: — Valez (B) p Kessler, 4:28
220: — Tancs (B) d Weiss, 6-0
Hwt: — Christian (B) p ElKhoury, 3:36
106: — DeMarco (B) p Quigley, 1:12

113: — Frank Chessa (B) won forfeit
120: — Murray (C) p Dylan Oliva, 3:22
126: — Helmstetter (C) p K. Oliva, :49
132: — Henry (C) md Disko, 13-5
138: — Savona (B) d Birch, 6-3

Probitas Verus Honos

Brearley Bear Joey Balboni
Cougar JP Christiano

Brearley Bears Grab, 51-22, Win over Cranford Cougar Wrestlers

Cougar Ian Henry
Bear Mike Disko

Cougar Gavin Murray
Bear Dylan Oliva

Bear Anthony Tancs
Working Double Arm Bar
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior point-guard Jenna
Goeller nailed five 3-pointers,
and senior forward Morgan Miller
bucketed 18 points, including
three 3-pointers, to lead the 13-
3 Cranford High School girls bas-
ketball team to an overwhelming
49-26 victory over the 4-10 A.L.
Johnson Crusaders in Cranford
on January 27.

The Lady Cougars’ outside

game clicked immediately as
Miller sank her first 3-pointer to
open the first quarter then Goeller
later followed with three 3-point-
ers. Junior center Kaitlin
McGovern added four points to
give the Lady Cougars a 15-4
lead.

The Cougars’ lead spread to
31-12 by halftime. Goeller added
her fourth 3-pointer, and Miller
closed out the quarter with a pair
of 3-pointers. Junior Jess McCoy,

who led the team with seven
rebounds, scored two of her four
points, and Kerry Wischusen (2
rebounds, tipped pass) scored
two points in the quarter.

The remainder of the Cougars’
points was scored in the third
quarter on an 18-4 run to stretch
their lead to 49-16. Miller added
seven points, including her third
3-pointer, and Goeller sank her
fifth 3-pointer.

“We did a lot of shooting out-

GOELLER BANGS IN FIVE 3-POINTERS; MILLER SINKS 18 PTS, NAILS THREE 3-POINTERS

Lady Cougar Cagers ‘3-Point’ ALJ to Submission, 49-26
side before the game, because
they were kind of late today. We
were really warmed up. That’s
why Morgan and I were so on,”

Goeller explained.
“We played very well together.

We seemed to be in rhythm on
offense. That helped a lot. What
also helped is that we kept our
composure. We had limited turn-
overs, which in the past has been
trouble for us,” Miller said.

In those three quarters, the
Cougars totaled 15 assists.
McCoy dished out five assists.
Sophomore Mairead McKeary,
who had four points, three re-
bounds and a steal, contributed

a pair of assists. McGovern and
Goeller each had three assists.
Miller had two assists.

“We wanted to spread the

wealth. Make sure everyone gets
her points and everyone is in-
volved. That’s the type of chem-
istry we have going this year,
because we played together all
of last year,” Goeller said.

“We played together this game
with the assists. It wasn’t just people
taking shots. We were playing to-
gether as a team,” Miller said.

The Lady Cougars were also
quite handy with steals, and Miller
was the chief thief with three.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO THIEVE THE BALL…Cougar Kerry Wischusen, right, tries to steal the ball from Crusader Pat
Bailey, No. 10, as Cougars Mairead McKeary, No. 13, and Morgan Miller, No. 3, stay on guard. Story is also in this week’s
issue of The Westfield Leader newspaper. More photos on “Photo Library” – 12jan27-cr-alj-gball

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR AN OPENING…Cougar Jess McCoy, No. 20, looks for and
opening to pass the ball to a teammate.
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Cougar Snacks

Cougar Matmen Sink
BrH2O Panthers, 40-27
The Cranford High School wres-

tling team defeated Bridgewater-
Raritan, 40-27, on January 28 in
Cranford. Senior JP Christiano
picked up his 100th career vic-
tory with a 19-second fall over
Ed Leal at 170-lbs.
CRANFORD 40, BRH2O-RARITAN 27

106: Gianni Calo (B) p Kevin Quigley,
2:42
113: Josh Hatoff (B) won forfeit
120: Matt Noble (B) d Gavin Murray, 8-6
126: Steve Gorski (B) d Mike
Helmstetter, 15-9
132: Ian Henry (C) d Valerio LaMorte, 7-6
138: Nick Frediani (C) p Angelo
Torromeo, 1:39
145: Pierce Gladfelter (B) p Matt
Dimartino, 1:15
152: Corey Markovitch (C) p Rob
Foederl, :26
160: Kerry O’Sullivan (B) d Glen Cook,
1-0
170: JP Christiano (C) p Ed Leal, :19
182: Rob Kessler (C) md Matt Eichhorn,
8-0
195: Nick Diaz (C) d Brian Faure, 12-5
220: Jeff Weiss (C) p Jaleen Harrington,
5:35
285: Jon ElKhoury (C) p Charles Mar-
tini, 2:32

Cougar Cagers Settle
Lady Pioneers, 43-25

Senior Morgan Miller and junior
Jess McCoy each poured in 14
points to lead the Cranford High
School Lady Cougars basketball
team to a 43-25 victory over the
New Providence Pioneers on Janu-
ary 26. Kate McGovern sank six
points, Jenna Goeller scored five
points and Mairead McKeary had
four points for the 12-3 Cougars.
New Providence   4 10   7   4 25
Cranford 11   8 14 10 43

“Whenever we pressure teams,
it’s good, because it gets them
out of their game. Even if we
don’t get steals directly, we are
preventing them from where they
want to go, and it forces them to
take bad shots,” Miller said.

The Cougars played their bench
players the entire fourth quar-
ter, which allowed the Crusaders
to score 10 of their 26 points.
Crusader Cyndi Wilson finished
with nine points. Cali Caliguire
scored eight points, Pat Bailey
sank five points, and Veronica
Zatko added four points. Cougar
Megan Pringle finished with five
rebounds, and Hannah DeMars
finished with two rebounds.

AL Johnson   4   8   4 10 26
Cranford 15 16 18   0 49

Lady Cougar Cagers Reject ALJ Crusaders, 49-26

Raider Cagers Defeat
Cougar Boys, 49-43

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team de-
feated the Cranford Cougars, 49-
43, on January 31. Reggie Green
led the Cougars with 12 points,
followed by Stefan Fedorchak
with nine and Kurt Rutmayer with
eight. John Oblachinski scored
five points.
Tom Bonacum led the Raiders
with 16 points, followed by Ian
Johnston with 14 points and
Xavier Noel-Brooks with seven.
Anthony Byers and Dom Gonzales
each sank six points.

Cougar Swimmers Top
UC Vikings, 105-65

The Cranford High School swim
team defeated Union Catholic,
105-65, on January 25.
200 medley relay: C (Brian Woo, An-
thony Kalafatis, Matt Kaczynski, Julie
Byrne) 1:55.38
200 free: Pat Carlucci (U) 2”08.23
200 IM: Kalafatis (C) 2:22.17
50 free: Kaczynski (C) 24.6
100 fly: Woo (C) 57.92
100 free: Kaczynski (C) 57.04
500 free: Sally Beriont (U) 5:42.31
200 free relay: C (Woo, Kalafatis,
Kaczynski, Andrew Schneider) 1:44.47
100 back: Byrne (C) 1:00.76
100 breast: Brad Lindsay (U) 1:13.03
400 free relay: C (Jennifer Heine, Julia
Wilson, Woo, Max Cain) 4:08.12

WF Tops Cougars
In Swimming, 105-55

The Westfield High School boys
swim team defeated the
Cranford Cougar co-ed team,
105-55, in Westfield on Janu-
ary 31. (See complete story
in next week’s The Westfield
Leader).
200 medley relay: W (Alex Bond, Jack
Rose, Sean Beattie, Steve Husch)
1:46.7
200 free: Brennan Haley (W) 1:57.52
200 IM: Brian Woo (C) 2:07.88
50 free: Nick Kalafatis (C) 23.9
100 fly: Husch (W) 56.35
100 free: Kalafatis (C) 52.56
500 free: Dan Myers (W) 5:25.7
200 free relay: W (Rich O’Connor,
Haley, Bond, Tim York) 1:36.84
100 back: Julie Byrne (C) 1:00.01
100 breast: Rose (W) 1:07.39
400 free relay: W (Kevin Oster, Nick
Constantine, Ryan Hobson, Sam
Hays) – Scoreboard stuck

Roselle Park Defeats
Cougar Matmen, 49-27
The Roselle Park High School

wrestling team defeated the
Cranford Cougars, 49-27, in
Roselle Park on January 25.
106: John Devito (R) p Kevin Quigley,
1:27
113: Hugo Perraga (R) won forfeit
120: Gavin Murray (C) p Andy
Santamaria, 2:50
126: Brad Carle (R) p Mike Helmstetter,
2:12
132: Ian Henry (C) p Matt Swain, 5:47
138: Brendan Leary (R) md Corey Birch,
16-3
145: Bob Vail (R) p Matt Dimartino, 4:33
152: Brian Merkel (R) won forfeit
160: Corey Markovitch (C) d Phil Woods,
3-0
170: JP Christiano (C) p Zach Fahoury,
3:32
182: Vic Pozsonyi (R) p Rob Kessler, 0:50
195: Steve Loevsky (R) d Nick Diaz, 5-3
220: Jeff Weiss (C) p Avsar Patel, 4:12
285: Vin Picarelli (R) p Jon ElKhoury, 3:48

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON GUARD…Cougar Morgan Miller, No. 3, keeps close tabs on Crusader Pat Bailey, No. 10. Miller had three steals and
led the Cougars with 18 points, including three 3-pointers. See story in The Westfield Leader newspaper.
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Planning Board on Wednesday
voted 7-2, with board members
Bruce Paterson and Bill Nierstedt
dissenting, to approve a bulk
variance for a 375-square-foot
second-floor addition to a home
at 123 Willow Avenue. The own-
ers, Mr. and Mrs. John Marinello,
sought relief for variances of
pre-existing conditions regard-
ing lot size and width-, front-,
side- and rear-yard setbacks,
as well as impervious coverage
related to the second-floor ex-
pansion over the existing foot-
print.

Board member Michael Vena
excused himself from hearing
the application, as he is a neigh-
bor of the applicants.

The applicants, who moved in
six years ago, cited as hard-
ships the need for more space
as they have a 16-month-old
child and are planning to have
another baby. The plan shows
expansion of the three bed-
rooms and master bath on the
second floor. Mr. Marinello said
all three bedrooms were roughly
nine feet by seven feet.

The expansion would result in
the master bedroom becoming
16.5 feet by 10 feet, the second
bedroom 9.7 feet by 15.6 feet
and the third bedroom 9.1 feet
by 13.2 feet. The master bath
would be 7.11 by 5.10 feet. The
plans would also push out the
front door with a small vesti-
bule. The three-bedroom house
currently has two full baths and
a finished basement.

The existing front-yard set-
back of about 15 feet is already
non-conforming, said Attorney
Donald Fraser, Jr., since 25 feet
is the required front-yard set-
back.

Mr. Nierstedt took issue with
the house having a 15-foot
front-yard setback, saying he

would rather see the addition
only in the rear of the home and
not the front. By building the
addition, the home would have
a “flat wall” as Mr. Nierstedt
described, instead of it notch-
ing inward on the second floor
as it currently does.

The home was built in 1907
and at some point the front
porch was enclosed, creating
the notch on the second floor.
The property is 40 feet wide,
which predates the 50-foot-wide
provision.

Currently, the house has 68.04
percent impervious coverage,
Mr. Fraser said, where 60 per-
cent is the maximum allowed.

“We did try to sell the house.
We put it up for six months, but

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
APPROVED…The Garwood Planning Board listens to applications at its January 25
meeting. The board approved a bulk variance for a 375-square-foot addition to the second
floor of a residence on Willow Avenue, voting 7-2 in favor of the addition.

we didn’t have an offer. Not
even a really low offer,” Mr.
Marinello said.

“I’m opposed to this,” Mr.
Nierstedt said. “In this
situation…there is no hardship.”

“Having a family is not a rea-
son for granting a variance...
[Economics] is not a land-re-
lated hardship,” Mr. Nierstedt
continued. “You are allowing an
individual homeowner to have a
larger house than permitted by
code and there is no hardship.”

“I can buy your argument
about a larger house if they
were putting on an addition to
give them an enormous amount
of additional space. They want
to put on an addition of 375
square feet – you’re talking

about less than, not even a
room. That is not blowing out a
house,” board member Stephen
Greet retorted.

Mr. Paterson suggested a com-
promise. “Forget about the front
expansion and allow the back
expansion. I think that would
be a fair compromise. It would
maintain a nice looking house,”
he said.

Mr. Greet said he thought the
alterations to the home would
not dramatically change the ap-
pearance of the house.

Mr. Nierstedt said houses with
porches add character to a
home, and was not in favor of
having a flat wall in the front.

“I think it is hardship,” said
Victor DeFilippo, the borough

council liaison on the
board.

“We changed this
zone to a single. We
hoped people would
take the twos and
make them a one,”
said Borough Planner
and Engineer Victor
Vinegra, noting the
neighborhood has a lot
of two-family brick
homes.

“Why do we have 25
feet? … If we start giv-
ing away front-yard
variances it is not
good,” said Mr.
Nierstedt.

“You are not being
receptive to young
families and foster a
positive atmosphere
in the town,” said Mr.
Greet, who noted
keeping young fami-
lies in the borough
would mean children
attending the school
system and families
paying taxes for the
schools.

“Families invest in
their homes and up-

keep of the neighborhood,” said
alternate board member
Kathleen Villaggio.

At this point, the applicants
passed around photos of neigh-
boring homes that showed one
that is 20 feet from the sidewalk
and a house further away that is
15 feet from the sidewalk.

In other business, Mr. Vinegra
said the Westfield Area “Y”’s
five-year lease agreement with
the board of education to use
the Washington School for pre-
school, daycare and after-school
and fitness programs is subject
to go before the planning board.

“The use is not permitted,” he
said. “The Washington School
is zoned to be strictly a school.”

The next board meeting is
Wednesday, February 22, at
7:30 p.m.

Home Addition OK’d; ‘Y’ Must Submit Plan to Board

First Aid Squad Posts
Spaghetti Fundraiser
GARWOOD – The Garwood First

Aid Squad will hold its Second
Annual Spaghetti Dinner
fundraiser on Saturday, Febru-
ary 11, from 4 to 8 p.m. at the
Garwood Knights of Columbus
hall, located at 37 South Av-
enue.

The cost for the meal, featur-
ing spaghetti, meatballs and
more, will be $10. Tickets will be
$8 for senior citizens, $5 for
children and free for youngsters
age 5 and younger.

The Garwood First Aid Squad is
a non-profit volunteer organiza-
tion and relies on donations to
continue to provide free emer-
gency medical services to any-
one who needs it. In 2011, the
squad responded to more than
420 calls in Garwood and sur-
rounding communities. For more
information, call (908) 789-
0300.

Probitas Verus Honos


