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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Repeating as sectional cham-
pions may not have been in the
cards, but this year’s Cranford
High School football team gave it
a good run, winning its first play-
off game before experiencing a
set back at the hands of Pali-
sades Park in the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 semifinals to
finish with a 7-3 record.

“The expectations were unique
to them. They were the first team
ever to play the year after we
won a state title since the 1958
team. They handled the pres-
sure well. Unfortunately, we
didn’t get back to the champion-
ship game, but if we are going to
judge every team by whether
they get to the championship
game, we are going to be disap-
pointed. We are going to lose
sight of the accomplishments of
what this team was actually able
to do,” Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said.

The Cougars defeated several
quality teams, including Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, AL Johnson and
Delaware Valley, and their three
losses were to Summit, winners
of the section, Ridge and Pali-
sades Park.

“We had a good year. We lost to
three good teams. We beat good
teams. Of the 10 teams that we
played, eight of them were play-
off teams. Even though some of
the stars were back, this really

was a new team. We had only
three starters back on offense
and four on defense,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

The Cougars’ defense was
spearheaded by the intense play
of senior linebacker Nick Diaz

and senior linebacker/lineman
Chris Folinusz.

“Seven new people played on
the defense, and they played
together and played well besides
Diaz and Folinusz. Johnny
Oblachinski had a great year. Six

interceptions! We had guys step
in and do a great job, like Matt
Russo. He started on both sides.
Jeff Weiss, Ryan Farrell, as good

an offensive lineman you will see,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

Diaz led the team with 86 total
tackles and five sacks and added
an interception

“I don’t know whether I coached
a better linebacker than Nick Diaz

and we’ve had some very good
ones here from Chris Brown,
Michael Klimek and so on. He
played with a tremendous
amount of intensity. He’s as tough
a kid as I coached,” Coach

Rosenmeier said.
The versatile Folinusz had 42

tackles, four sacks and an inter-
ception.

“Folinusz is the same makeup,
a very tough kid. I don’t know
whether it’s offense or defense if
I’ve ever had a more versatile
kid. He played 10 positions on
offense. He played every posi-
tion we had in the game. Defen-
sively, he played multiple posi-
tions, and we found, basically,
everywhere we put him, he was
our best player,” Coach
Rosenmeier pointed out.

As a defensive back Joe DaSilva
recorded 59 total tackles and an
interception, Joe Vicci had 42 tack-
les, four sacks and an intercep-
tion, Kevin Trotter had 49 tack-
les, Oblachinski had 32 and Reggie
Green had three interceptions.
Linemen Farrell had 30 tackles,
Russo had 32 and Weiss had 23.

From his quarterback position,
Green, who will be heading to the
University of Pittsburgh, amassed
1,712 yards rushing, including
19 touchdowns (TD) and two two-
point conversions, on 234 car-
ries. He also completed 62 of 110
passes for 681 yards, including
four TDs.

“The thing that was amazing

GREEN, DWYER LED ON ‘OFFENSE’; NICK DIAZ, FOLINUSZ, OBLACHINSKI ON ‘DEFENSE’

Cranford Cougar Gridders Finish Successful 7-3 Season

Probitas Verus Honos
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David B. Corbin (October files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR TOUCHDOWN LEADER…Senior Reggie Green, No. 7, led the Cougars with 19 rushing touchdowns this
season. Green, who rushed for 1,712 yards, led the team with 116 points scored. See page 11 of The Westfield Leader.
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was he was able to have a better
year statistically than he did last
year even though we had no
other skill people returning. Ev-
ery defense was geared to stop
him, and they still weren’t able to
do it. He’s on the short list of best
players ever to play here,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

Senior running back Jimmy

Dwyer carried 129 times for 653
yards, including 10 TDs. Evan
Zoughy had 260 yards and a TD
on 45 carries. Oblachinski car-
ried five times for 59 yards, in-
cluding a TD and a two-point
conversion.

“Jimmy Dwyer stepped up and
gave us an alternative for scor-
ing,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

But it also took the solid offen-
sive line of Jack Davis, Rob
Kessler and Rob O’Shaughnessy
to open the holes.

On the receiving end,
Oblachinski was the man with 25
receptions for 235 yards, includ-
ing a TD and a two-point conver-
sion. Bobby Bruns had 13 recep-
tions for 172 yards and a TD.
Folinusz had seven receptions
for 149 yards, including two TDs
and four conversions. Matt
DiMartino had five receptions for
51 yards, and Zoughy had nine
receptions for 65 yards, includ-
ing a TD and two conversions.

Junior Troy Ketler, who also did
the kickoffs, kicked two field goals
and 22 points after touchdowns.
Folinusz was also very effective
as a punter.

Cranford Cougar Footballers Finish Season at 7-3
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE: 743-2012
FINAL READING: 12/20/2012

Was introduced and passed on first reading by the Board of Chosen Freeholders at
a REGULAR MEETING on December 6th 2012,   and said Ordinance has been
published with Notice of Introduction thereof and of the time and place fixed for its further
consideration and the Board has duly held a hearing thereof and has given all persons
interested an opportunity to be heard. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the
Board of Chosen Freeholders that said Ordinance be and the same hereby is finally
passed and adopted, and be it FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ordinance published
herewith has been finally adopted on December 20th 2012, and the 20 day period of
limitations within which a suit, action or proceeding questioning the validity of such
Ordinance can be commenced has begun to run from the date of first publication of this
statement.

A copy of this ordinance has been posted on the Bulletin Board upon which public
notices are customarily posted in the Administration Building of the County, and a copy
is available up to and including the time of such meeting to the members of the general
public of the County who Shall request such copies, at the office of the Clerk of the Board
in said County Administration Building in Elizabeth, New Jersey.

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES
OF DEPARTMENT HEADS AS AMENDED

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union as
follows:

Section 1. The salaries of the County Manager and the following Department Heads
shall be as hereinafter set forth.  The same shall be effective as of January 1, 2013.

Section 3. That this Ordinance shall take effect at the time and manner provided by
law.

Section 4. That the Clerk of this Board be and she is hereby authorized to publish a
notice in the appropriate newspaper of such introduction and of a public hearing on
December 20, 2012, and shall forward one certified copy of final passage, to each Clerk
of all Municipalities located within the County of Union.

COUNTY MANAGER/FAELLA $158,100.00
COUNTY COUNSEL/BARRY $152,504.00
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES/DiRADO $122,399.00
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND COMMUNITY RENEWAL/ZUBER $116,280.00
ENGINEERING, PUBLIC WORKS & FACILITIES/GRAZIANO $121,685.00
PUBLIC SAFETY/MORAN $116,069.00
FINANCE/TAYLOR $122,400.00
HUMAN SERVICES/GUZZO $133,967.00
CORRECTIONAL SERVICES/RIORDAN $119,646.00
RUNNELLS SPECIALIZED HOSPITAL/WHEELER $132,796.00

1 T - 12/27/12, The Leader
Fee: $0.00

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Birchwood or the
360-apartment development to
be built by the Cranford Develop-
ment Associates (CDA) at 315
Birchwood Avenue in Cranford,
which is in a flood plain, has
caused Cranford Township a lot of
headaches. Last year the town-
ship was victim to massive flood-
ing. This is a factor in the

township’s opposition to the de-
velopment.

CDA brought a builder’s rem-
edy lawsuit against the town-
ship, and won, in order to go
forward with the apartments,
which would contain 60 afford-
able units. Cranford had not com-
plied with the New Jersey Mt.
Laurel Agreement to provide the
required amount of affordable
housing in town.

Last year, the township was
ordered by state Superior Court
Judge Lisa Chrystal to change its
zoning laws to prepare for the
Birchwood development. Judge
Chrystal also ordered the
Birchwood site plan hearing to
take place, in August, in Superior
Court in Elizabeth and not by the
Cranford Planning Board in the
Cranford Municipal Building. The
township objected to that order.
Letters were sent to the judge
requesting a change of venue.
The requests were denied. Judge
Chrystal appointed retired Judge
Douglas Wolfson as the special
hearing officer to preside, and
appointed Elizabeth McKenzie as
the special master for the hear-
ing.

Judge Wolfson and Ms.
McKenzie submitted their find-
ings to Judge Chrystal this fall.
Both findings were favorable to
CDA. In October, Stephen
Eisendorfer, of Hill Wallack, of
Princeton, representing the CDA,
requested that Judge Chrystal
make a final judgement in the
case. That has not happened.

At the December 17 hearing on
a motion from Cranford, Judge
Chrystal said that she had not
received any objections from
Cranford residents to Judge
Wolfson’s recommendations on
Birchwood. Cranford then asked
for, and was granted, an
extention until December 31. Ob-
jections can be sent to Honorabe
Lisa F. Chrystal, J.S.C., Union
County Courthouse, 2 Broad St.,

Tower Bldg., 11th floor, Eliza-
beth, N.J. 07207.

At the hearing, Cranford Town-
ship Attorney Philip Morin ar-
gued to have Ms. McKenzie dis-
qualified from the case based on
a statement she made in an e-
mail (in a different case), calling
herself an advocate of affordable
housing. Cranford asked the trial
court to disqualify Ms. McKenzie
as special master in the site plan
hearing, and that a new hearing
be ordered. The request was
denied by Judge Chrystal.

“It is a disappointment, but not
a surprise,” said Mr. Morin of the
ruling.

He said Judge Chrystal said
that the motion filed by the town-
ship did not meet the necessary
criteria to vacate her previous
order. She scheduled a court
hearing on the Birchwood site
plan on Monday, February 4, at
10 a.m. in Superior Court in Eliza-
beth. At that time, the township’s
objections to the special hearing
officer’s recommendations will be
heard and she will make the final
order in the case.

Until new appointments are
made by the township committee
in January, it is uncertain whether
Mr. Morin will continue as the town-
ship attorney. He stated that
should an appeal, by Cranford, go
forward on the Birchwood case,
the question of Ms. McKenzie’s
possible bias would not be able to
be brought up unless it had been
addressed by the court at this
time.

He said further, at this point,
CDA has still not received a per-
mit from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion (NJDEP) to raise part of
Birchwood Avenue a foot above
the flood plain and provide an
emergency exit from the devel-
opment. If the CDA does not
obtain the permit, it would be a
large obstacle to the develop-
ment.

Judge Rejects Latest CF Motion in Birchwood Case

Cougar Cagers Down
Lady Cardinals, 69-54
Senior Kaitlin McGovern rolled

in 24 points, including six free
throws, to lead the 3-0 Cranford
High School girls basketball team
past the Plainfield Cardinals on
December 20. Senior Jenna
Goeller sank 14 points, including
three 3-pointers, and senior Jess
McCoy scored 13 points. Carly
Maucione put in 11 points, and
Kerry Wischusen scored seven
points.

Cougar Icemen Freeze
Verona Icemen, 5-1

The Cranford High School ice
hockey team defeated Verona,
5-1, at Codey Arena in West
Orange on December 19. Senior
Tom Fitzgerald flicked in a pair of
goals to lead the 2-1-1 Cougars.
Alex Ballas scored a first-period
goal with an assist from Nick
Collucci, who added an assist in
the second period on Brett
Nicholl’s goal. Sean Feeney and
Anthony Conte assisted on
Fitzgerald’s first goal. Feeney
scored in the third period off an
assist from Mark Pawlick then
Fitzgerald added the finishing
touch with his second goal.

Lady Cougars Topple
Hilltoppers, 56-33

The Cranford High School girls
basketball team humbled the
Summit Hilltoppers, 56-33, on
December 18. Jenna Goeller sank
15 points, including three 3-
pointers. Jess McCoy had 12
points and Kaitlin McGovern sank
six for the Lady Cougars.

Cougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar SnacksCougar Snacks
Cougar Matmen Tame
Linden Tigers, 55-15
The Cranford High School wres-

tling team won 11 of 14 bouts to
tame the Linden Tigers, 55-15,
on December 21. Gavin Murray
(132), Nick Capello (145), Cory
Birch (152), Matt DiMartino
(160), Corey Markovitch (182),
Rob Kessler (195) and Jon El-
Khoury (Hwt) all recorded pins.
Jim Dwyer (170) recorded a ma-
jority decision, while Chase
Gunther (106), David Busch
(120) and Jeff Weiss (220) re-
corded decisions.



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-4  Thursday, December 27, 2012

goleader.com/ballyhoo

JANUARY:
Garwood

The borough council voted 4 to
2 to freeze longevity benefits for
non-bargaining-unit employees.
Councilman Victor DeFilippo and
Councilwoman Sara Todisco dis-
sented. Last year, the council
put forth the same vote, and
subsequently Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi vetoed the council
vote to approve freezing longev-
ity benefits.

Under the measure, the bor-
ough would no longer provide
longevity benefits to any present
or future non-bargaining-unit
employee. Longevity benefits ac-
tivate when a borough employee
has been employed for five years.

The Garwood Board of Educa-
tion approved a five-year lease
agreement with the Westfield
Area “Y” to lease Washington
School. Superintendent of
Schools Teresa Quigley said the
“Y” would offer daycare, pre-
school, a fitness center, yoga,
before- and after-school care,
senior programs and youth pro-
gramming. The lease is effective
through February 28, 2017.

The United States Department
of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) approved funding
for the Westfield Senior Housing
Corporation (WSHC) to build a
72-unit apartment complex for
people age 62 and over on the
former St. Anne’s School prop-
erty in Garwood.
Cranford

Cranford officials said they
would seek to have the state
Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) hold a public
hearing on an application filed by
a Birchwood Avenue developer
so that township residents could
voice their opposition to the pro-
posed development of several
hundred housing units.

The Union County Renewable
Energy Program brought solar
power to more than two dozen

public buildings throughout the
county, including rooftop instal-
lations at the Cranford Library
and Cranford Community Cen-
ter.

The year’s first partisan flare-
up occurred when, at the town-
ship committee’s first formal
meeting of 2012, Democratic
Commissioner Ed O’Malley called
for the resignation of newly
named Township Attorney Phil
Morin for what Mr. O’Malley said
was a conflict of interest related
to the appointment.

FEBRUARY:
Cranford

Mayor David Robinson an-
nounced that Police Chief Eric
Mason, who had been serving as
acting township administrator
since the summer of 2011, would
assume that position perma-
nently. Mr. Mason is a 34-year
veteran of the police department
and its chief since 2003.
Garwood

The Garwood Board of Educa-
tion voted 5 to 2 in favor, with
board members Linda Koenig and
Christine Guerriero dissenting,
of moving the school board elec-
tion from April to the November
General Election.

Borough Administrator/Clerk
Christina Ariemma filed a lawsuit
against Councilman James
Mathieu, the mayor and the bor-
ough council, claiming she had
been harassed and intimidated
by Mr. Mathieu and was denied
raises the last two years as re-
taliation for being a
whistleblower.

The Garwood BOE voted to ap-
prove a five-year lease agree-
ment with the Westfield Area “Y”
for use of the Washington School.
The school district and the “Y,” a
non-profit organization, have
agreed to a 50/50 split of the net
revenues.

MARCH:
Garwood

A recall petition was circulated

APRIL:
Garwood

The BOE unanimously approved

a proposed budget for the 2012-
2013 school year totaling
$8,349,831, including a general
fund of $7,682,554 and special
revenues of $134,160, with
$7,258,780 to be raised in taxes.

The borough council adopted a
$7,160,257 municipal budget,
with $5,415,039 to be raised in
taxes, in a 5 to 1 vote. Council-
man Jim Mathieu was the sole
dissenter. The tax levy is $46,368
under the 2-percent mandated
tax-levy cap. Homeowners saw a
municipal tax hike of $105 per
$100,000 of assessed value.

The borough council unani-
mously voted to approve a reso-
lution to establish a compensa-
tion review procedure for the
purposes of determining salaries
and wages for full-time employ-
ees of the borough who are not
the members of any employee
bargaining unit, are not afforded
compensation protection by law
and whose compensation is solely
with the discretion of the mayor
and council.

Residents of The Pointe, a newly
built condominium complex lo-
cated along North Avenue in the
borough, voiced their opposition
to The Pointe residents paying
what they said was double the
taxes than the average taxpayer
in the borough.
Cranford

The township’s zoning board of
adjustment approved two appli-
cations from homeowners who
decided to raise the height of
their homes to avoid future flood
damage to their first-floor living
space, after floodwaters from
Hurricane Irene last year de-
stroyed their main living areas.

The township committee, un-
der protest, introduced a court-
ordered ordinance that would for-
mally permit the Birchwood Av-
enue property to include multi-
family affordable housing. The
ordinance was part of the
township’s compliance with a
state Superior Court Judge’s
December order allowing
Paramus-based S. Hekemian
Group, which owns the property,
to move forward with its plans to

 Garwood
A committee of three borough

residents began the process of
recalling Garwood Councilman
Jim Mathieu. The councilman,
elected to a three-year term in
November 2010, caused a storm
locally for his actions: from alle-
gations of harassment by Bor-
ough Clerk Christina Ariemma
that is the subject of a lawsuit
against the mayor and borough
council, to his questioning of
crossing guards regarding un-
employment benefits they col-
lect during summer months.

Litigation between The Pointe
and the borough concerning snow
and garbage removal was con-
cluded, after a hearing that lasted
about eight months. Borough
Attorney Joseph Triarsi expected
to hear the judge’s written deci-
sion in about two weeks.

* * * *
The second half of the end-of-
the-year review, June through
November, will be published in
the January 3 edition.

throughout the borough to un-
seat Councilman Jim Mathieu fol-
lowing Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma’s lawsuit against Coun-
cilman Mathieu.

The borough’s planning board
voted, 7 to 2, with Bill Nierstedt
and Georgia MacIndoe dissent-
ing, to approve the application of
Andrea Lopez to operate a per-
manent cosmetics business.

The council unanimously intro-
duced a $7.16-million budget that
managed to stay within the state-
mandated 2-percent ceiling, but
resulted in a $105 municipal in-
crease per household.

Borough resident Angelo
Alimonte asked the borough
council why Councilman Louis
Petruzzelli was receiving $22,000
in healthcare benefits. Mr.
Alimonte stated his opposition to
paying benefits to council mem-
bers and the mayor.
Cranford

Two weeks after the surfacing
of an eight-year-old Internet au-
diotape, in which he uttered an
off-color joke in a telephone con-
versation with his son, township
Police Chief Eric Mason said those
comments were “not indicative
of the career I have had or the
person that I am.” He said he
regretted if anyone had been
offended by his remarks and la-
mented that a tape of “a private
conversation” had been “ex-
ploited” by someone in order to
“divide the community and to
embarrass me.”

After receiving comments from
residents concerned about the
scope of a proposed ordinance
that would sharply limit the feed-
ing of wildlife on public and pri-
vate property, the township com-
mittee put off a vote on the
ordinance so that its language
could be more closely examined
and fine-tuned.

build 360 housing units.
County

MAY
Cranford

The township committee gave
final approval to an ordinance
regulating the feeding of wildlife
on public and private property
while admitting that enforcement
of the new law, particularly the
feeding of birds, will be some-
what vague.

The Cranford Planning Board
adopted an ordinance amending
its Master Plan to include a Hous-
ing Element and a Fair Share
Plan. The move was the first step
in complying with a court order
issued by state Superior Court
Judge Lisa F. Chrystal on Decem-
ber 20, 2011. The court order
was issued in response to a
builder’s remedy suit brought
against the township by Cranford
Development Associates, L.L.C.,
a subsidiary of the S. Hekemian
Group of Paramus.

* 2012 Year in Review January Through May *

Probitas Verus Honos


