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l'ennemi du journaliste

BLUE DEVILS DYLAN ELLIOTT NETS 11 POINTS, TORESCO 10; COUGAR FEDORCHAK NETS 22

Blue Devil Boys Roll in 4th, Stop Cougar Cagers, 62-50
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Strong play from its bench
helped the Westfield High School
boys basketball team to surge in
the second quarter and, espe-
cially, in the fourth to overcome
the Cranford Cougars, 62-50, in
Cranford on December 14.

Co-Captains Scott Toresco and
Keegan Hess ran into foul trouble,
but Chris Sweeney, Sean Elliott,
Quinn Dursee and Nick Mele came
off the bench and not only hung
tough on defense, but also com-
bined for 19 points to keep the
momentum in the Blue Devils’
favor.

Blue Devil junior Dylan Elliott
bucketed 11 points, including a
pair of 3-pointers, and he did
manage to pull three boards and
add a steal. Senior Scott Toresco
put in 10 points and grabbed five
rebounds, and sophomore point
guard Danny Mitchell (3 rebounds,
3 assists) took control, especially
in the second half and scored all
nine of his points during that time.

“I thought we played really well.
When I was in foul trouble, our
bench came in and picked it up.
Danny Mitchell played an excel-
lent game, and our bench was
amazing,” Toresco said.

“I saw that we had some good
chemistry going on. We got into
foul trouble with our two cap-
tains, so our bench helped us out
with our playing. We did well, but
we still have room for improve-

ment,” Elliott said.
Hess, who had three steals and

three rebounds, scored all five of
his points in the first half. Junior
David Kane scored eight points
in the second half. Sean Elliott
finished with six points, Mele had
four, Dursee had three and

Sweeney sank six.
The Cougars also ran into foul

trouble early with senior center
Reggie Green spending most of
the second and third quarters on
the bench. The Cougars’ offen-
sive burden then rest in the
hands of senior Stefan

Fedorchak, who stepped up with
22 points, while adding four re-
bounds and two steals.

“When we came out, we played
well. We played defense, but in
the second half we let up. We
made some stupid fouls. We
didn’t make enough shots on the
other end,” Fedorchak said.

Point guard Tommy Trotter had
a pair of swipes and scored eight,

second-half points. Junior John
Oblachinski (4 points) had six
rebounds and a steal.

Fedorchak scored the first two
points of the game, but Hess
banged a 3-pointer to spark a

nine-point run to put the Blue
Devils up 9-2. Fedorchak came
back with a three and added a
two-pointer then Matt Smith sank
a 3-pointer at the buzzer to give
the Cougars a 10-9 lead, enter-
ing the second quarter.

“We are not going to give up
when we are down. It doesn’t
matter. When we are down any-
thing, we are still going to play,”
Fedorchak said.

The Cougars took a four-point
lead in the second quarter, but
Dylan Elliott sank a free throw,
Sweeney sank two free throws
and Sean Elliott hit for two to put
Westfield up 19-18 with 3:30 on
the clock. After Cougar Mike
Guinello sank a two-pointer, the
Blue Devils added another 9-2
run, which ended with Dursee’s
3-pointer at the buzzer to make
the score, 28-22. Dylan Elliott
finished with eight in the half.

“My coach just told me to stay
confident with my scoring. He
said just attack, attack, attack!
He said they couldn’t stop me, so
I just kept attacking,” Elliott said.

The third quarter ended in a
13-13 draw, but the Blue Devils
got their assists game together
and rumbled to a 56-42 lead with
3:01 remaining, forcing the Cou-
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TO THE BASKET…Cougar Stefan Fedorchak, No. 22, drives to the basket in the season-opening game against
the Westfield Blue Devils in Cranford on December 14. Westfield won, 62-50.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Alex Kempinski, a senior on the varsity ice hockey team, scored the only goal
in 1-1 tie with Montclair High School on December 14.

gars to reconsider their strategy
and attempt to foul to stop the
clock. The Blue Devils, however,
played a game of keep-away to
keep the clock rolling.

“Everything started falling to-
gether. Danny had some great
plays out there,” Toresco said.

“Right at the end of the second
quarter, we like let up. We had so
many holes in our defense. They

got too many shots. We just
couldn’t get our hands up in their
face. Same thing with the fourth
quarter! Not that there were so
many plays against us but were
in desperate mode. We had to
foul. There was nothing we could
do. We couldn’t run our defen-
sive sets. We couldn’t run our
things, because we were in des-
perate mode from being down so

much,” Fedorchak said.
“I thought that we did some

good things and some bad things.
We cannot afford to pick up cheap
fouls like we did in the first half.
We have to do a better job of
moving our feet on defense. How-
ever, I was very pleased with the
way our bench stepped up. Chris
Sweeney, Sean Elliott and Nick
Mele gave us a nice lift. Also,
Danny Mitchell showed a lot of
maturity by taking control of the
game at the end,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Daryl Palmieri said.
Westfield   9 19 13 21 62
Cranford 10 12 13 15 50

Blue Devil Boys Top Cranford Cougar Cagers, 62-50
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior co-captains Jess McCoy,
Jenna Goeller and Katlin McGovern
have played on the Cranford High
School varsity girls basketball
team since they were freshmen
and each year the Lady Cougars
have improved their record, 21-8
in 2010, 22-6 in 2011 and 24-5
last year. But this season, the
Lady Cougars have some unfin-
ished business and they will have
the opportunity to make a state-
ment from the very first game of
the season.

The difference this year, how-
ever, the Cougars will have to
make their statements without
2012 graduate Morgan Miller, who
amassed 1,081 points during her
varsity career.

“Morgan was a really good
leader. She knew how to run the
show on the court. We were sad to
see her go but happy to see her
playing at the next level. This
year, my seniors starting in the
fall stepped up big time. They
were instructing the younger girls
in what needed to be done. Even
in our scrimmages, they have
taken control of the game. Yes!
Our scoring from the three may
not be what Morgan’s was, but we
are definitely going to be having
higher percentage of driving to
the basket and scoring,” Cougar
Head Coach Jackie Dyer said.

McCoy, a guard, seemed to
come out of nowhere to get un-
derneath the boards and led the
Cougars with 288 rebounds.
McCoy was also second on the
team with 290 points and 102
assists.

“Jess can play any position you
put her. She has really perfected
her drive and pull up. When you
think she’s going all the way, she
will stop short for that short jumper.
She’s also been working on her
three-point shot. She is a com-

plete player,” Coach Dyer said.
Last year, McCoy and Miller were

the chief thieves with 93 and 92
steals, respectively. McCoy also
blocked 54 shots last year.

“She’s all over the plays. You
know basketball season has
started when her knees are cov-
ered with bruises,” Coach Dyer
said.

Goeller, a point-guard, bucketed
220 points, including 45 3-point-
ers, and added 87 assists, 61 re-
bounds and 35 steals last year.

“Jenna is our leader on the floor.
We have three freshmen on the
team and a few juniors, so teach-
ing our plays, she will take the
lead and show them where they
need to be and direct them if they
are not doing it right. She sets the
tempo for us,” Coach Dyer said.

McGovern, a forward, led the
team with 66 blocks last year,
while sinking 170 points, grab-
bing 123 rebounds, snatching 24
steals and adding 32 assists. Jun-
ior guard Mairead McKeary, who

scored 151 points and added 44
steals, 69 rebounds and 52 as-
sists last year, demanded more
attention for her outstanding de-
fensive play.

“Mairead is one of the best
defensemen that I have ever had.
She is in your face. She is going to
frustrate you, because if you cross
over softly, she’s going to take it
[ball]. We put her on other teams’
best players,” Coach Dyer said.

McKeary is still recovering from
an ankle injury from soccer sea-

son and may be sidelined until
January, but junior guard Kerry
Wischusen has proven that she is
capable of filling in quite well.
Junior forward/center Carly
Macione is also expected to be
among the starting five.

“Carly has been starting for us
in the scrimmages, and since
Mairead has been out, Kerry
Wischusen has stepped up. Carly
has done a really good job in the
post on defense. A lot of people
look at her and think she will
shoot from the inside, but she is
a really good outside shooter.
When people defend her, they
play off a little bit,” Coach Dyer
pointed out.

This year, the Cougars will face
stiffer competition in their regu-
lar-season schedule.

“We moved up in conference,
so the only people who we play
from last year is Governor
Livingston. This year we will also
have Summit, Roselle Catholic,
Scotch Plains, Linden, Plainfield
and Union. It’s going to be an
interesting, nice change for us,”
Coach Dyer said.

The Cougars’ opening game was
with Governor Livingston on De-
cember 14. Last year, both teams
split in the regular season, but
the Highlanders edged the Cou-
gars, 31-25, for the Union County
Tournament title, so statement
time would come on Day 1.

“We play them tomorrow, and
I told our girls, it’s a statement
game. If you make a statement
this season, you need to make it
from the first day,” Coach Dyer
said.

The Cougars did make a bit of a
statement by pulling out a 37-36
victory over the Highlanders.

JENNA GOELLER, JESS McCOY, KAITLIN McGOVERN SELECTED LADY COUGAR CAPTAINS

Lady Cougar Cagers Want to Make ‘Statement’ Early

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LADY COUGAR VARSITY CAGERS…Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Hannah DeMars, Jenna Goeller, Alex
Krowicki, Anastasia Caulfield and Sarah Ross; top row, Cerys MacLelland, Jess McCoy, Carly Maucione, Kaitlin
McGovern, Megan Pringle and Kerry Wischusen. Insert – Mairead McKeary.

Story on Page 14 of
The Westfield Leader
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By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Township Committee, on Monday
evening, took the first step in
offering a choice to its residents to
decide whether to change the
township’s charter and form of
government by adopting an ordi-
nance on final reading by a 3-2
vote.

Right now, the committee is com-
prised of five elected officials, who
each serve for three years, and
decide who will preside as mayor.
A new form of government would,
or could, allow residents to vote
directly for their mayor.

Committeemen Kevin Campbell
and Edward O’Malley, both Demo-
crats, voted against the ordinance,
while Republicans Lisa Adubato,
Andis Kalnins and Mayor David
Robinson voted to put the ques-
tion on the 2013 General Election
ballot.

“This is an important question.
But at this time, we’re just getting
over (Hurricane) Sandy and we’re
still getting over (Hurricane)
Irene,” Mr. Campbell said. “More
power to bureaucracy? More power
to a stronger mayor? There are
some pros and cons. Our form of
government has done a very good
job. This is a good form of govern-
ment for this size town.”

Ms. Adubato, who introduced
the ordinance, said, “It is not a
change of government. It is a
question to the residents. They
have a right to vote on it. It has
been my experience that this form
of government does not give us a
chance to follow through.”

Mr. Kalnins said, “We are the
127th largest town in New Jersey;
as Lisa said, this is the time to get
this thing done. The question will
provide guidance. Which form of
government goes with which com-

munity? There are forms within
this government. It’s up to the
people to decide.”

Mayor Robinson said, “Many
people who grew up in this town
ask if the mayor is a full-time job.
In 2008, I voted in favor of it. They
(the voters) can choose any kind
of government they want. Do they
want a change? We have to get a
high percentage of voters to want
to put it on the ballot. I served as
mayor two times. You have four
months to get anything done.
There is little or no accountabil-
ity.”

With the ordinance adopted, the
following will appear on the No-
vember 5, 2013 ballot: “Shall a
charter commission be elected
to study the charter of the Town-
ship of Cranford to consider a new
charter, or improvements in the
present charter, and to make rec-
ommendations? Regardless of
your vote on the foregoing ques-
tion of whether or not to elect a
charter commission, please vote
for five members to serve as char-
ter study commissioners. The five
candidates polling the most votes
shall be elected to serve as char-
ter study commissioners, only if a
majority of those voting approve
the creation of the commission.”

Liz Sweeney, of Wadsworth Ter-
race, asked the committee how
much a charter commission would
cost. Mayor Robinson said, “The
cost is minimal, about $110,000.”

Mayor Robinson presided over
the last public meeting of the
year, and the end of his term as a
committeeman. He did not seek
re-election in November. Mr.
Robinson has served on the com-
mittee for six years. Tom Hannen,
a newly elected Democratic com-
mitteeman, attended Monday’s
meeting.

Marty McGowan, a Cranford

Garwood Bd. OKs Cert. for
Two-Family Home on Beech

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s
zoning board approved, by a 6-
1 vote last Wednesday, Darcy
Wepprecht’s application for a
certificate of non-conformity for
a pre-existing, non-conform-
ing two-family house at 509
Beech Avenue owned by her
mother Judith Labassi. Ms.
Wepprecht is in the process of
buying the home from her mom.

The original deed of the house
does not state it is a two-family
home, Ms. Wepprecht said.

Ms. Wepprecht, 44, said she
grew up in the home and has
rented the second floor for the
last 13 years. Her mother had
resided on the first floor during
that time. In the last two
months, Ms. Wepprecht has
been living on the first floor
while her mother has moved to
Florida. The second floor is cur-
rently vacant and is being pre-
pared to be rented out again.

She said when her grandpar-
ents built the home in the 1940s
it was constructed as a two-
family home. Any documenta-
tion that could prove this was
stored in the Cranford Munici-
pal Building and the documents

were destroyed in last year’s
flooding from Hurricane Irene.

She provided the board with
a re-evaluation tax form from
1984 that states the property
was a two-unit dwelling, and
provided photos of separate
utility meters for the first and
second floors.

Zoning board members said
they thought the area was re-
zoned in 1973 from a two-fam-
ily zone to a one-family zone,
but the borough clerk had not
provided the documents as of
Wednesday, at the request of
the board, to verify that was
the year.

Board members Stephen
Greet and Robert Pender both
commented that they had
known this house to be a two-
family house. Mr. Pender said
in the 1960s and 1970s he had
visited the home, and Mr. Greet
said in the 1990s he knew the
tenant at the time.

Recently, the board has heard
a number of applications for
certificates of non-conformity,
and the borough council has
discussed how to handle noti-
fying the public of the areas
that have been rezoned as one-
family.

During public comments, resi-
dent Al Delconte said to the
board, “trying to dig up paper-

Bonardi Earns Award
Of Excellence

GARWOOD – Dante Bonardi of
Garwood was presented with an
Award of Excellence for his ab-
stract painting entitled “Lilies” at
the New Jersey Water Color
Society’s annual Associate mem-
bers Exhibit reception. The ex-
hibit can be seen at the
Morristown Community Theater,
located at 100 South Street in
Morristown, now through Tues-
day, January 22.

In bestowing the award, the
exhibit judges cited Mr. Bonardi’s
painting for its “complementary
colors, great texture and good
design that allows the lilies to be
seen even thought they are ab-
stract.”

The New Jersey Water Color
Society was formed in 1938 and
has over 150 elected members
and over 200 associate mem-
bers. For more information, visit
www.njwcs.org.

resident, urged the committee
to introduce a resolution sup-
porting the New Jersey Coalition
to Overturn Citizens United. Mr.
McGowan said Citizens United
allows corporations to give “un-
fettered money” for political pur-
poses. There was no response
by the committee to his request.

Mayor Robinson thanked the
committee for its cooperation.
He also thanked Eric Mason, the
acting business administrator
and police chief, for the work he
has done. He additionally
thanked Philip Morin, township
attorney, for his work repre-
senting Cranford.

Cranford to Put Question On
Ballot to Change Government Form

Probitas Verus Honos
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Calvary Lutheran Reveals
Christmas Service Schedule
CRANFORD – The Calvary

Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street, Cranford, in-
vites the community to cel-
ebrate the joy of Christmas at
services designed for all ages
on Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day.

The Reverend Carol Lindsay,
pastor, will preside and preach
at all services. Music will be
under the leadership of Jeanne
Elmuccio, organist and choir
director.

On Monday, December 24,
three opportunities for family
worship will be offered, starting
with a young children’s Christ-
mas Eve Service at 5 p.m. This
service will include simple car-
ols, the telling of the Christmas
story and placing of the nativity
figures by some of the children.

The 7 p.m. Family Service of
Holy Communion will feature
seasonal music provided by the
Youth Choir. Musical accompa-
niment will include organ, pi-

ano, guitar, violin and bassoon.
The 10 p.m. Candlelight Ser-

vice of Holy Communion will
feature seasonal anthems and
carols by the Calvary Choir and
the Hand Bell Choir, accompa-
nied by organ, trumpet, flute
and piano.

A Festival Service of Holy Com-
munion with seasonal music will
be celebrated on Tuesday, De-
cember 25, Christmas Day, at
10:30 a.m.

On the two Sundays following
Christmas, December 30 and
January 6, Calvary will offer a
single worship service with Holy
Communion at 10:30 a.m. The
church will return to its regular
Sunday worship schedule of
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. on Sun-
day, January 13.

Calvary Lutheran Church is a
member congregation of the
New Jersey Synod of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in
America. It has served the
Cranford-Westfield area and
surrounding communities for 84
years.

work that was lost in a flood…
It’s ridiculous what this town is
making these people go
through.”

“Something needs to be
done,” he said.
Board Attorney Donald Fraser
said the borough council would
have to change the zoning laws
and rezone the area to a two-
family zone. “As long as that
remains a one-family zone, two-
family houses in that zone are
non-conforming and the only
remedy that the people have is
to get a certificate of non-con-
formity,” he said.

Mr. Delconte asked the board
to recommend to the council to

re-evaluate the zones.
“I had looked at the file before

I came tonight and I would say
within maybe five minutes of
discussion this should have
ended…because you have pic-
tures, you have a document
that states in ’84 it was two
units,” Board member Stephen
Greet responded. “Why would
you sit here and discuss this
thing like we have. My opinion,
I think that was foolish.”

The board deliberated for
about 45 minutes to an hour on
the application.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
PLAY BALL…Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi addresses the crowd at the Garwood Athletic Field groundbreaking
ceremony held Saturday morning.

Joyeux

Photo courtesy of Bob Cozzolina
JOYEUX NOËL...“Une belle femme” in Anncey, France assists Bob Cozzolina
of Westfield wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas.

Board member Bruce Pater-
son voted no on the application,
stating he could not see how a
Cape Cod-style home could be
built as a two-family.

The board also authorized a
memo be circulated to the
realtors association that states
the areas that have been re-
zoned one-families, so that
realtors can be aware of the
situation when selling proper-
ties in those affected zones.

“Notifying realtors does abso-
lutely nothing to rectify a prob-
lem like this,” said Mr. Delconte,
noting that Ms. Wepprecht is
not buying the house through a
realtor.Probitas Verus Honos

Garwood Bd. OKs Cert for 2-Family Home on Beech


