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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Left-side runs by the Palisades
Park offensive backs did way too
much damage before the
Cranford High School football
team’s defense could figure out
how to stop them in the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 semi-
finals at Memorial Field in
Cranford on November 30.

With the exception of a two-
point conversion pass and two
second-half passes, one that was
intercepted, quarterback Charlie
Simon engineered a ground game
that chewed up 341 yards, in-
cluding five touchdowns (TD), on
39 carries to earn the 9-2 Tigers
a 35-21 victory over the Cou-
gars.

Almost every Tiger running play
slit to the left, either off-tackle or
off-guard, including all five TDs.
Simon carried 18 times for 137
yards with respective TD runs of
21, 1, and 23 yards. Running
back Taj Huggins carried nine
times for 122 yards and had re-
spective TD runs of 34 and 56
yards.

“It took us too long to figure out
how to get them stopped. When
we had our opportunities on of-
fense, we didn’t take advantage
of them. We had the ball down
here twice with us only being
down by two scores, and we
needed to get into the end zone,

and we couldn’t do it. That’s a
credit to them,” Cougar Head
Coach Erik Rosenmeier said.

The Cougars totaled 317 rush-
ing yards on 43 carries, and quar-
terback Reggie Green completed
11 of 28 passes for 105 yards.

Green rushed 29 times for 260
yards and had respective TD runs
of 54, 15 and 22 yards. Running
back Jimmy Dwyer had 10 car-
ries for 37 yards. Receiver John
Oblachinski had four receptions
for 29 yards. Matt DiMartino had

three receptions for 39 yards.
Bobby Bruns had two receptions
for 27 yards, while Chris Folinusz
had two receptions for nine yards,

including a two-point conversion
grab, and Evan Zoughy had one
reception for one yard.

“The offensive line does a great
job every week. I love all those
guys, the seniors. We worked
hard all week. It’s tough we came

up short,” Green said.
The Cougars took the opening

kickoff and from their 24-yard
line, marched 76 yards on six
plays, concluded with Green’s
54-yard sprint to pay dirt with

7:58 left in the first quarter. The
Tigers responded with six slant-
left plays to chew up 65 yards,
capped by Huggins’ 34-yard TD
with 4:14 on the clock.

The Cougars ran 12 plays on
their next series but were forced
to punt where the Tigers took
over at the 27-yard line. From
there, seven left-side runs yielded
another TD when Simons scooted
21 yards for the score with 7:26
left in the half.

The Cougars fumbled on their
next series and the Tigers recov-
ered at the Cranford 31. With the
help of a 15-yard penalty, the
Tigers scored again when Simons
plunged in from a yard out with
2:47 remaining. Joe Vicci and
Oblachinski combined to block
the point after attempt, keeping
the score at 20-7.

More bad news came for the
Cougars when Green’s pass was
intercepted near midfield. With
the help of a facemask penalty,
the Tigers scored again when
Simons slanted left for his 23-
yard TD with 1:46 left of the half.
The two-point, conversion pass
upped their lead to 28-7.

The Tigers got favorable pos-
session on the kickoff to open the
second half, and the Cougars’
defense still failed to adjust to
the left-side runs when Huggins
slit through a crease and bolted
56 yards for the TD with just one
minute off the clock.

Despite trailing, 35-7, Green
and his gang answered with a
17-play, 81-yard scoring drive
that ended with his 15-yard TD
run with 3:27 left in the third
quarter. The point after kick
missed.

The Cougars attempted an
onside kick, but the Tigers
pounced on it at midfield. From
that point, the Cougar defense

GREEN RUSHES 260 YARDs & TOUCHDOWN RUNS OF 54, 15 & 22 YARDS; OBLACHINSKI INT

Tigers Trip Cougars, 35-21, in Grid Sectional Semifinal
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Probitas Verus Honos

Picture on page 11, story on 13

of The Westfield Leader

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE COMPLETION…Cranford Cougar John Oblachinski, No. 12, makes the reception but is about to be
brought down by a Tiger in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 semifinals. Also see page 13 of The Westfield Leader.
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adjusted properly to the Tigers’
left-side running attack then
Oblachinski intercepted a pass
at the 11-yard line. Green and

the Cougars’ offense responded
with an 11-play, 89-yard scoring
drive, capped by Green’s 32-
yard run. Green then hit Folinusz

in the end zone for the two-point
conversion to make the score,
35-21, with 7:40 remaining.

A few minutes later, the Cou-
gars got another chance when
Ryan Farrell and a mass of line-
men smothered a Tiger fumble
at the Cranford 34. The Tigers’
defense held and regained pos-
session at their 39, but Farrell
and company recovered another
fumble at midfield. Once again,
the Tigers held, took possession
and took a knee.

“We were prepared, but we
didn’t come through. They made
more plays than we did. We never
quit. We just came back too late.
That’s what it came down to,”
Green.

“I didn’t expect anything differ-
ent that we would fight until the
very end. It’s just a matter of you
can’t fall down by that many. We

turned the ball over. That led to
a score. We didn’t do our defen-
sive assignments, and they were
the better team tonight. That’s a

fact of life,” Coach Rosenmeier
said.
Palisades Park   7 21   7   0 35
Cranford   7   0   6   8 21

Palisades Park Tigers Trip Cranford Cougars, 35-21, in North 2, Group 3 Semifinals

Probitas Verus Honos
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cated near Campbell Mill Pond in
Essex County’s South Mountain
Reservation and would lower
water elevations of the Rahway
River during peak storm condi-
tions by almost three feet in
Millburn, Union and Springfield
and about 1.5 feet in Cranford
and also benefit the City of
Rahway, Mr. Aschenbach said.
He also said the project has
been cited as being beneficial to
flood storage projects being con-
sidered for Lenape Park in
Kenilworth.

A funding request to Governor
Chris Christie and the State Leg-
islature was made in late June to
conduct the environmental as-
sessments so Essex County, the
City of Orange and the state
Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) can be assured
about any impacts.

The Mayors Council has invited
the Governor and State Legisla-
tive leaders to Cranford to get
updated on the projects so move-
ment from evaluation to con-
struction can get done.

Mayors Council on Watershed
To Meet Dec. 13 in Cranford
CRANFORD — The Mayors

Council Rahway River Watershed
Flood Control will be meeting at
the Cranford Municipal Building
on Thursday, December 13 at
7:30 p.m. to update residents on
the progress of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers evaluation of
flood mitigation projects includ-
ing the development of the South
Mountain Regional Detention
Basin. Parking for the event will
be across the street from the
municipal building still under re-
pair from the damage brought by
Hurricane Irene in 2011.

Dan Aschenbach, former
Cranford mayor, said, “Most New
Jerseyans hearts go out to resi-
dents of the shore and the state
and federal government have to
be strong partners in rebuild-
ing.”

“We do have to remind the
Governor and State Legislative,
however, we are not minced meat
and should not be forgotten with
regards to the funding needs to
move ahead with flood control.
Many homes and businesses af-
ter Irene in the Rahway River
Watershed had significant im-
pacts. In Cranford alone over
1,600 homes were damaged and
in Rahway many homeowners
had numerous repetitive losses.
While the federal and state gov-
ernments have helped to get lives
back in order in the watershed
area, the prediction of nine inches
of rain prior to Superstorm Sandy
sent residents into a panic,” Mr.
Aschenbach stated.

“The mayors of 11 communi-
ties have been working to imple-
ment projects to reduce water
elevations during peak storm
conditions through several
projects the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers is evaluating,” Mr.
Aschenbach stated.

The South Mountain Regional
Detention Basin would be lo-

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WISH LIST…Children sit on Santa’s lap to discuss their Christmas wish list on
Saturday night at Garwood’s annual Christmas tree lighting ceremony.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS COUNTDOWN…Garwood Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi, right,
counts down the lighting of the borough’s Christmas tree on Saturday night as
Santa and a few excited children look on.

Floraphile Club Plans
Holiday Gathering

CRANFORD – The Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford will hold
its annual holiday gathering at
The Cranford Hotel on Monday,
December 17, at 12:30 p.m. This
event will feature a special lunch
and dessert to celebrate the holi-
day season.

Each participant is asked to bring
a wrapped, garden-related item
for a gift exchange ($10 or less).
As always, guests are welcome.
The cost is $10 for members and
$15 for non-members.

The Cranford Hotel is located at
220 Walnut Avenue in downtown
Cranford. To make reservations
or receive more information on
upcoming events of the Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford, contact
Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net.

* Garwood/Cranford News * Rosary Altar Society
Dinner Is Tomorrow

GARWOOD – The Rosary Altar
Society of the Church of St. Anne
in Garwood will celebrate its An-
nual Christmas Party tomorrow,
Friday, December 7, from 6:30
to 11 p.m. at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, located at 37
South Avenue in Garwood. Park-
ing is available behind the hall on
Willow Avenue.

A roast beef dinner catered by
the Knights, including all the trim-
mings and dessert, will be served
at 7 p.m. Lynne Corey will provide
the entertainment. The cost will
be $16 per person, and may be
paid by cash or check payable to
St. Anne’s Rosary Altar Society.

A Dark Horse Raffle, as well as
special prizes and a 50/50 Bo-
nus Raffle, will be featured. Mem-
bers are requested to bring a
donated wrapped gift to be used
for prizes. Also, all are asked to
bring an unwrapped new toy for
St. Joseph Social Service Center
Coalition to House the Home-
less, sponsored by the Knights
of Columbus.

Knights of Columbus
To Hold Blood Drive
GARWOOD – The Garwood

Knights of Columbus will hold a
blood drive on Sunday, Decem-
ber 16, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
their council hall, located at 37
South Avenue in Garwood, op-
posite PathMark. All donors will
receive a $15 ShopRite gift card.

Parking is available behind the
building off of Willow Avenue (turn
at Marty Shoes). For more infor-
mation, call the Knights after 4
p.m. weekdays at (908) 789-
9809, Chairman Dennis Clark at
(908) 247-5389 or the Blood
Center of New Jersey at (973)
676-4700; visit bloodnj.org or e-
mail bcnj@bloodnj.org.
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CRANFORD – The Cranford His-
torical Society invites the public
to stop by the Crane-Phillips
House Museum on Sunday, De-
cember 16, from 4 to 6 p.m. for
a Victorian Candlelight Christ-
mas. The museum is located at
124 North Union Avenue in
Cranford.

The Cranford High School Mad-
rigal Choir will stroll through the
museum, as visitors view how
people decorated their homes in
the Victorian era. As homes were
lit by candlelight in the early
1900s, simulated candles will il-
luminate the museum. Visitors
will get a feeling of the soft glow
candles gave to a home. There
also will be different examples of

decorated trees on display. Ad-
ditionally, visitors will hear holi-
day stories from the past that
have been passed from genera-
tion to generation. Admission will
be a donation or canned good for
Cranford Family Care.

This year, the Cranford Histori-
cal Society is celebrating its 85th
anniversary. The Society is dedi-
cated to perpetuating Cranford’s
history by continuing to collect
items from and documenting the
township’s past. For further in-
formation, call the historical
society’s office at (908) 276-0082
or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
The website is
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

ALL AGLOW…The Cranford Historical Society will welcome visitors to the
Crane-Phillips House Museum, located at 124 North Union Avenue in Cranford,
on Sunday, December 16, from 4 to 6 p.m. for a Victorian Candlelight Christmas.
Pictured above is the decorated fireplace mantel at the museum.

Cranford Historical Society
Plans Candlelight Christmas

CRANFORD – The Atlas Brass
Quintet will headline the “Advent
and Christmas Service of Lessons
and Carols” on Sunday, Decem-
ber 16, at 4 p.m. at St. Michael’s
Roman Catholic Church, located
at 40 Alden Street in Cranford.

David Bower, director of music
and organist at the church, has
announced that in addition to the
quintet the program will feature
the Choirs of St. Michael, includ-
ing the Parish Vocal; Handbell;
Youth; Schola Cantorum and
vocal soloists.

Familiar carols “O come, All Ye
Faithful;” French traditional “A
maiden most gentle;” English tra-
ditional “I Saw Three Ships;” 14th-
century German melody “Lo, how
a Rose e’er blooming;” “O Holy
Night” by Adolphe Adam and both
“The First Noel” and F.
Mendelssohn’s “Hark! The herald
angels sing” with brass accompa-
niment will be part of the pro-
gram. Also performed will be a
choral composition of Dr. Bower,
“Our Hope is Born this
Christmastide.”

The Handbell choir, including chil-
dren of the parish, will perform
four pieces, including “Joy to the
World,” and the Contemporary
Ensemble instrumental and vocal
members also will be showcased.

The Atlas Brass Quintet includes
founder and leader Ed Hirschman,
who has held down trumpet chair
for several tri-state area bands;
trumpeter Mike Green; Craig
Levesque on horn; trombonist
Jim Penkala and Mark Benson
playing bass trombone.

Mr. Bower oversees and directs
the adult, handbell, children’s and
resurrection choirs; contempo-
rary youth ensemble; and cantor
ministry.

The Reverend Monsignor Timo-
thy Shugrue, pastor of St. Michael’s
Church; the Reverend Robert
Gajewski and the Reverend
Edgardo Jocson, parochial vicars
at St. Michael’s, will present the
Advent Gospel readings.

For more information, call (908)
276-0360. A free-will offering will
be taken to support the music
program at St. Michael’s.

BRING ON THE BRASS…The Atlas Brass Quintet, pictured above, will headline
the “Advent and Christmas Service of Lessons and Carols” on Sunday, December
16, beginning at 4 p.m. at St. Michael’s Roman Catholic Church of Cranford.

Atlas Brass Quintet to Be
Featured at St. Michael’s

Garwood Education
Foundation Announces

Holiday Bazaar
GARWOOD - The Education

Foundation of Garwood (EFG),
a non-profit volunteer organi-
zation that seeks to partner with
the schools and the community
in the pursuit of educational
excellence, will hold a Holiday
Bazaar on Friday, December 14.
The event, which will be held
from 7 to 9 p.m., will be held at
Lincoln School located at 400
Second Avenue in Garwood.

All Proceeds will benefit a
Garwood Family recently dis-
placed by fire; Hurricane Sandy
Victims through the local Red
Cross chapter and EFG scholar-
ships and grants.

Steiner Sports, as well as sev-
eral local merchants will be par-
ticipating in this important com-
munity event. Merchandise,
which will include sports memo-
rabilia, jewelry, handbags, and
clothing, will be displayed and
sold at the event in support of
these worthy causes. This is a
way to assist the community
and shop with purpose as you
make your holiday purchases.
The evening will be filled with
shopping, auctions, and raffles.

For more information, call
President Tracey Roland at
(908) 789-0331 ext. 1450 or
e m a i l
EFG@Garwoodschools.org.

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support


