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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Familiar faces got together once
again to do battle for the Scotch
Plains Men’s Softball League A
Division title, but this time top-
seeded Stage House and sec-
ond-seeded Charlie Brown’s
squared off in a doubleheader at
Vo-Tech in Scotch Plains on Au-
gust 7.

Prior to the showdown, Stage
House veteran Emidio Monaco, a
1982 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School graduate who has
been with the league 30 years
and has garnered plenty of cham-
pionships under several spon-
sors, said, “We have been in
eight or nine. I think it’s about
seven with several sponsors.”

It came as no surprise to the
Stage House that they would be
facing Charlie Brown’s for the
title since the two have faced
each other for the title the past
several years. Charlie Brown’s
under the name of Park Bever-
age won the title in 2010, but the
Stage House, after being drudged
in the first game, came back to
win the next two games and to
reclaim the crown that it had won
for several years prior.

“We were preparing the whole
time that it was going to be
them. Until someone else proves
otherwise, it’s always we two.
Last year, we came back and
swept a doubleheader to take it,”
Monaco said.

Stage House veteran Tim Walsh
added, “Although we lost most of
the young guns from last year,

it’s still the same core of about
seven guys who keep rebuilding
and keep finding ways to win. I
like the recipe of a little old, a
little young and I hope to repeat.”

Semi-veteran Jeff Bendix of
Charlie Brown’s, who played for
Westfield High School (2000
grad), said, “I have been here
seven years and won the cham-
pionship once. We lost to these
guys a bunch of times. We are
hoping to win it again this year.”

The Stage House had another
dash of pressure on the line, an
undefeated season.

“I have never been a part of an
undefeated team in this league.
To my knowledge, there has only
been one undefeated team ever
and that was Fred’s Deli back in
the 70s early 80s. As far as
pressure, this is probably the
best team that I have been a
part of in this league,” said Walsh,
who also won 15 titles with
Russell Road (Fanwood League)
and eight with The Mattress Fac-
tory (Westfield League).

Well! The Stage House was
indeed prepared for Game 1 and
trampled Charlie Brown’s 19-3
in seven innings, plating 10 runs
in the bottom of the first inning
and adding three in the second
and six in the third, before being
harnessed the remainder of the
way. Game 2, however, proved
to be much more of a chore, but
the Stage House eked out a 10-
9 victory to claim the champion-
ship and complete its season
with a 17-0 record.

Tony Wargo was the thunder

maker in Game 1 as he ham-
mered a grand slam home run, an
RBI triple and an RBI single for
the Stage men. Pitcher Mo Wright
went 4-for-4 with four RBI and a
run scored. Andrew Michinard
ripped three singles, scored twice
and added an RBI. Ed Zazzali had
three hits, three RBI and two runs
scored. Rob Harder rapped a two-
run single, an RBI single and
scored twice. Jon Lehberger (2
hits, RBI) and PJ Dowling each
scored three times. Todd Simo
doubled, singled, scored once and
added an RBI.

Charlie Brown’s totaled 14 hits
in Game 1, and Dan Samila (3-
for-3, run scored, RBI) had the
only extra-base hit, a triple. Kevin
Woodring slapped three singles
and scored once. Kevin Spellman
and Pete Samila each had two
hits and an RBI. Brady Lau singled
twice and scored once. Matt
Walsh and Billy Aumenta each
singled.

Defensively, second baseman
Zazzali scooped a grounder,
stepped on second for a force out
and fired to first to complete a
double play. Third baseman
Dowling turned a second-to-first
double play, and first baseman
Mark Nies made two extended
stretches to record putouts.

Charlie Brown outfielder
Woodring made a fine catch, and
leftfielder Matt Walsh made a
pair of fine grabs, as did right
fielder Gus Alvarez, whose final
grab was a slick snatch of a foul
ball that began to wander over
the sideline fence.

The Stage House amassed 10
runs on eight hits in the first
inning that was capped by
Wargo’s grand slam that whizzed
past the leftfielder and the

centerfielder. In the second,
Michinard and Dowling tapped
singles, Zazzali lofted an RBI
sacrifice fly, Lehberger singled
and Wright ripped a two-run
single past short.

Six more Stage House men gal-
loped across the plate in the third.
Simo and Nies each singled.
Michinard yanked an RBI single.
Harder later lined a two-run single,
Wright chopped an RBI single and
Wargo drilled an RBI single.

From that point onward, Charlie
Brown’s revamped its entire de-
fensive scheme, beginning with
Dan Samila, who replaced his
brother Pete on the mound.

Dan Samila remained on the
mound in Game 2 and managed
to give the Stage House head-
aches, while his team grabbed a
4-0 lead entering the top of the
fourth inning. The Stage House
plated a run then erupted for five

in the fifth to take a 6-4 lead, but
Charlie Brown’s knotted the score
in the bottom of the sixth.

Both teams added a run in the
seventh then the Stage men
added two runs in the eighth and
another in the ninth to take a 10-
7 lead. Charlie Brown’s added a
pair in the bottom of the ninth,
but the Stage House held up for
the win.

Wargo, Lehberger and Wright
led the Stage men with three hits
apiece. Lehberger at shortstop,
Zazzali at second and Scotty
Savarese in center held up the
defense.

Tim Walsh provided informa-
tion for Game 2.

GAME 1:
Charlie Brown’s    0 000 030 3
Stage House (10) 360 00x 19

GAME 2
Stage House 000 150 121 10
Charlie Brown’s 112 002 102 9

WARGO WHACKS GRAND SLAM, HAS 6 RBI IN GAME 1; WRIGHT GOES 4-FOR-4, WITH 4 RBI

Stage House Wins A Division, Jars Charlie Brown’s in Two

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADVANCING TO SECOND ON TIME…Charlie Brown’s Kevin Woodring,
No. 23, advances to second as Stage House shortstop Jon Lehberger receives the
throw in Game 1 at Vo-Tech Field in Scotch Plains.
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After squeaking out a 5-4 vic-
tory in Game 1 of the best of
three championships series,
Autoland zoomed into high gear
and laid tire tracks all over Five
Guys to claim the Scotch Plains
Men’s Softball League “B” Divi-
sion crown at Vo-Tech in Scotch
Plains on August 6.

It was Autoland’s, formerly
known as The Sofa Kings, first
championship since five years
ago. Since then, the team had
lost to Five Guys twice in the
championships.

The offensive hero for Autoland
in this game was former Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball and baseball standout Kyle
Adams, who went 3-for-6 with a

pair of bases-clearing triples,
while scoring three times.

However with 23 runs in the
books, a host of Autoland batters
had a field day, including Dom
Centanni, who banged four hits
in six at-bats, while scoring four
runs and adding three RBI. Vet-
eran Doug Delle Donne lashed
four hits in five at-bats and
knocked in three runs while scor-
ing four times. Team captain Brian
Schiller went 5-for-5 with two
RBI and scored three runs.

Autoland’s Brad Belford (3 RBI,
run scored), and veterans Ed
Belford (2 RBI, 4 runs scored) and
Billy Mariani (2 runs scored) each
poked three hits. Josh Finkelstein
and Orlando Rodrigues each

added a pair of RBI.
From the mound, Ed Belford,

with his outstanding defensive
play, shut down the middle and
only gave up one walk.

“He was our clear leader and
elder statesman all season,”
Schiller said.

The Autoland infield turned nu-
merous inning-ending double
plays. Schiller threw out one of
the Five Guys at home with
Mariani catching on a base hit up
the middle in the bottom of the
fifth to end the inning that they
scored three runs in.

“Billy laid the perfect tag,”
Schiller noted.

Autoland scored two runs in the
top of the first inning, but Five Guys

ADAMS HAMMERS TWO BASES-CLEARING TRIPLES; SCHILLER GOES 5-FOR-5, SCORES 3 RUNS

Autoland Routs 5 Guys, 23-9, Captures ‘B’ Division Crown
scored four of their guys in the
bottom of the inning. Autoland re-
taliated with five runs in the second
inning and added four more, high-
lighted by Adams’ three-run triple,
to seize an 11-4 lead.

After some goose eggs by both
teams, Five Guys cooked up three
runs in the fifth inning, but the
Autoland guys revved up their
engines and plated four runs in
the sixth and three in the sev-
enth, while Five Guys managed a
run in the sixth and another in
the seventh.

Autoland added the final em-
phasis with five more runs in the
eighth, and once again Adams
crunched a three-run triple

According to Schiller, league

commissioner and normally be-
hind-the-plate umpire, Ed
Zazzali, “was a sight to see from
out behind the plate the second
game.”

Schiller added, “We are very
appreciate our Autoland’s con-
tinued support and sponsorship
throughout the season, especially
to Mark Montenero, who took the
time to come see a few of our
games.”

Brian Schiller provided the flow
and results of Game 2.
Autoland 254 004 35 23
Five Guys 400 031 10 9

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
B DIVISION CHAMPS…Autoland defeated Five Guys in two games to claim the Scotch Plains
Men’s Softball League B Division crown. Championship participants pictured, left to right, are: front
row; Ed Belford, Brian Schiller, Orlando Rodrigues and Dom Centanni; back row, Brad Belford,
Billy Mariani, Kyle Adams, John Lyp, Josh Finkelstein and Doug Delle Donne.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
B DIVISION RUNNERS-UP…Five Guys finished second in the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League B Division. Championship series participants pictured, left to right, are: front row; Mick
Marino, Mike Giordano, Pete Paradise, Mike Piccolo and John Giunta; back row, John Hagy, Chris
Grenham, Pete Gilson, Frank DiGiovanni, Drew Koski and Frank Mackiewicz.

Probitas Verus Honos
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Farley Field in Scotch Plains
proved to be a field too far for St.
Joseph, as it just could not leg
out a run after the third inning,
while St. Killian plated three in
the sixth inning to break a 4-4 tie
and to claim a 7-4 victory in St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League action on August 8.

Dave Hackett hacked a two-
run home run and Stan
Lesniewski lashed an RBI single
to push St. Killian past the Joe
boys in the bottom of the sixth
inning, and pitcher Howie Bialos
withstood John Veglia’s double
in the top of the seventh provide
the victory.

St. Killian, who had been and
still are the bottom feeders of the
Angels Division, could not buy a
victory for most of the season
but have won four games in the
past few weeks and seek to peak
by playoff time, which begins
today.

St. Joseph, on the other hand,
appear to be plunging toward
the bottom of the Saints Division
and must be looking for an op-
portunity to run the table once
the playoffs begin.

St. Killian totaled 14 hits, and
in addition to Hackett’s homer,
Tom Baldowski (1-for-2, walk, 2
runs scored), also bashed a solo
homer in the third. Tom Grycan
and Mike Flanagan (2 RBI) each
went 3-for-3. Harry Semple
slashed a pair of singles and
scored once. Gerry Riepe and
Bialos each singled and scored
once. Jason Semple singled and
Matt Daly walked and scored
once.

St. Joseph had 11 hits, and
veteran Tom Ulichny led the team
with three singles and a run
scored in three at-bats. Veglia
also singled and scored once.
Rich Pitonzo (RBI) singled twice.

Dean Talcott and Steve Mavrakes
each tapped an RBI single. Mike
Abram and Brendan McNamara
each singled and scored once.
Bob McGuiness had an RBI sacri-
fice fly.

St. Joseph pulled off a bizarre
double play when centerfielder
Jason Semple snagged a fly ball
and fired to second in time to
snare Flanagan, who must have

thought he was playing in a dif-
ferent century. However he could
be forgiven since he had played
many years with the Vintage
Elizabeth Resolutes, who play an
1860s/70s barehanded style of
“base ball”.

Old habits took a while to break
when Flanagan grabbed a fly ball
in right field and began to resort
to his barehanded style. His

teammates, however, turned a
pair of double plays in modern
fashion. Shortstop Riepe initi-
ated a second-to-first double
play, and second baseman
Lesniewski initiated a second-
to-first double play. Both plays
involved first baseman Harry
Semple.

St. Joseph drew first blood with
a run in the top of the first when

Abram singled over short, Ulichny
chopped a single to right and
McGuiness lofted an RBI sac fly
to center.

Killian responded with three in
the bottom of the inning. Riepe
ripped a leadoff single. Daly and
Baldowski both walked to load
the bases, and Flanagan slapped
a two-run single to right.
Baldowski also scored on the play
when the ball was mishandled.

Veglia led off the second with a
single, and as McNamara stepped
to the plate, McGuinnes shouted,
“Stay hot. Brendan! Stay hot!”

McNamara looped a single over
first, and McGuiness added, “Way
to go Brendan.”

The cheering helped as Talcott
tapped an RBI single and
Mavarkes added an RBI
groundout to knot the score. The
Joe boys then took a 4-3 lead in
the third. Ulichny singled and
later advanced into scoring posi-
tion when Brian William’s caught
fly ball was overthrown on its
way back to the infield. Ulichny
then scored on Pitonzo’s single.

“Way to make that overthrow
hurt. Otherwise nothing would
have happened,” Ulichny said.

In the bottom of the third,
Baldowski bashed his shot into
left-center and managed to beat
the relay for his solo homer.

“You had half the bench saying
stay, and you had the rest saying
go,” Baldowski explained.

After Lesniewski turned his
double play in the sixth to send
the Joe boys to the field, Hackett
hammered his two-run shot, and
Lesniewski added his RBI single
to bring Bialos home with the
seventh and final run.
St. Joseph 121 000 0 4
St. Killian 301 003 x 7

BALDOWSKI, HACKETT HR; FLANAGAN 3-FOR-3, 2 RBI; MAVRAKES GOES 4-FOR-4, SCORES 2

St. Killian Breaks Tie in 6th, Stuns Struggling St. Joe, 7-4

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CAUGHT IN THE ACT…St. Killian’s Mike Flanagan, left, slips back to second base but is doubled up anyhow when St.
Joe’s Brian Williams steps on the bag first after a fly out to center in the first inning.

Probitas Verus Honos
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By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Hearings on the
site plan of a Cranford apartment
development of 360 apartments,
including 60 affordable units, to
be built on 215/235 Birchwood
Avenue, were held in Union
County Superior Court in Eliza-
beth last Wednesday and Thurs-
day. Cranford Township, which
opposes the project, was repre-
sented by Township Attorney
Philip Morin. The developer,
Cranford Development Associ-
ates (CDA), was represented by
Stephen M. Eisendorfer.

Retired Superior Court Judge
Douglas K. Wolfson presided. Also
present was Special Master Eliza-
beth McKenzie. Both have exten-
sive knowledge of land-use laws
and Mount Laurel issues. They
were both appointed by Superior
Court Judge Lisa F. Chrystal, who
presided over a builder’s remedy
lawsuit brought against the town-
ship by CDA. Last year, the judge
ruled in favor of the developer.
The township opposes the devel-
opment because of flooding con-
cerns. The 16-acre tract borders
wetlands. Cranford suffered mas-
sive flooding last year during
Hurricane Irene.

About 30 Cranford residents
attended the hearing. Deputy
Mayor Andis Kalnins, Commit-
teeman Edward O’Malley and
Township Engineer Richard
Marsden also were present.
Mayor David Robinson and Com-
mitteewoman Lisa Adubato were
both away on vacation and Com-
mitteeman Kevin Campbell boy-
cotted the hearings. In a letter to
the editor of this paper, he said,
“The court’s decision in this mat-
ter essentially limited the envi-
ronmental review to the NJDEP
(New Jersey Department of En-
vironmental Protection) regula-

tions as they applied to the site
rather than the overall impact to
the municipality with existing and
massive flooding problems.”

At the outset of the hearing,
Mr. Morin stated that the town-
ship objects to the hearing of-
ficer assuming the jurisdiction of
the Cranford Planning Board, and
that the issue of CDA regrading,
or raising, a portion of Birchwood
Avenue one foot above the flood
plain in order to obtain a permit
from the NJDEP to build in a flood
hazardous area be at the discre-
tion of the hearing officer, and
that the venue is inconvenient
for Cranford residents.

Judge Wolfson and Ms.
McKenzie acknowledged receiv-
ing letters from the township
stating its objection. The judge
said, however, that since the
hearings are a result of a court
order, it is proper that they be
conducted in court in Elizabeth.

The bulk of testimony, on
Wednesday, was given by Chris-
topher Lessard, the architect for
CDA. Mr. Lessard outlined the
placement and dimensions of the
apartment complex on the prop-
erty. He said there would be
three structures: Building A, with
three residential floors with park-
ing and a lobby underneath;
Building B, also residential but
smaller, and Building C, an open-
air, three-level parking garage
with a ramp and parking sur-
rounded by a four-foot wall on
the top level. He said the prop-
erty also would have a patio and
a pool. The residences would
consist of one-, two- and three-
bedroom apartments, with lofts
on the top levels. Over 600 park-
ing spaces would be provided for
residents and visitors, including
a portion designated as handi-
capped spaces.

Maria Anderson, an attorney,
who lives in Kenilworth not far
from the site, asked Mr. Lessard,
“Where will the affordable units
be in the buildings?” He re-

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD –The Cranford
Township Committee, on Tues-
day evening, introduced an or-
dinance to create the adminis-
trative mechanisms needed for
the execution of Cranford’s re-
sponsibility to assist in the pro-
vision of affordable housing ac-
cording to the Fair Housing Act
of 1985.

An ordinance was introduced
to establish the position of a
municipal housing liaison. Sub-
ject to the approval of state Su-
perior Court, the person would
be appointed and may serve in a
part-time or a full-time position.

That officer would be charged
with overseeing and administra-
tion of the program. The indi-
vidual would serve as a contact
for all inquiries from the state,
affordable housing providers, ad-
ministrative agents and inter-
ested households. The officer
would also monitor the status of
all restricted units in the
township’s Fair Share Plan. The
liaison would coordinate meet-
ings with affordable housing pro-
viders and administrative agents
and attend continuing education
opportunities on affordability
controls, compliance monitoring,
and affirmative marketing as of-
fered or approved by the Supe-
rior Court. Township Attorney
Philip Morin said this was a nec-
essary step in compliance with
the Superior Court order and
state regulations.

The township committee
unanimously approved the mea-
sure. Committeeman Kevin
Campbell said the only reason
for his affirmative vote was to
comply with the affordable hous-
ing at 555 South Avenue and
the Riverfront project across
from the Cranford train station,

not to support the 215/235
Birchwood Avenue develop-
ment, which he opposes.

Mayor David Robinson said, “I
wish to salute Phil Morin, who
has worked tirelessly around the
clock on the Birchwood matter.
Our goal has been to get from the
trial court to the Court of Ap-
peals. That’s why we introduced
an ordinance to comply.”

He also thanked the Cranford
Board of Education for providing
a bus to take Cranford residents
to the Birchwood site plan hear-
ing held last week on Wednes-
day and Thursday at the Union
County Courthouse in Elizabeth.

Lehigh Acquisition Corp. had
instituted a Builder’s Remedy
Lawsuit against Cranford for 555
South Avenue East, which re-
sulted in a negotiated settle-
ment in 2010.

“With Lehigh, we have to settle
the terms and parameters of the
site plan,” Mr. Morin said.

The apartments at 555 South
Avenue will have 163 units with
15 percent affordable units, and
Riverfront will have 127 units
with 15 percent affordable units
as well as retail space. The
Birchwood development will
have 360 units with 60 afford-
able units. Riverfront currently
is under construction.

In other business, the Green
Team of the Cranford Chamber
of Commerce, represented by
Debbie Walker and Committee-
man Edward O’Malley, awarded
Green Business certificates to
Tyechia Smith and Wendy
Wallace of Green Sports, Dwayne
Dolly, 2nd, of CV Credit Union
and to Enzo Montagnimo of
Trattoria Bel Paese.

Mayor Robinson announced
that a special township commit-
tee meeting will be held on Thurs-
day, August 23, to discuss liti-
gation and personnel matters.

sponded, “That has yet to be
determined.” Special Master
McKenzie reminded Mr. Lessard
that final site-plan approval re-
quires that placement of the af-
fordable units must be identi-
fied.

Potential traffic problems were
addressed by CDA traffic engi-
neer, Elizabeth Dolan, who stated
that additional traffic to the area
would have minimal impact. Mr.
Morin, Deputy Mayor Kalnins and
Thomas Hannen, a township com-
mittee candidate this Novem-
ber, questioned her on her analy-
sis.

On the second day of the hear-
ing, CDA Civil Engineer Michael
Dipple testified as to setback,
landscaping and flood plain is-
sues. He also said there would be
a loading area for persons who
were moving in or out of the
buildings and an area for trash.
He described grading, drainage
and a utility plan.

Mr. Dipple also described how
the complex would hook up to
existing storm and water pipes
based on a flow capacity study in
the area. He stated that CDA was
willing to comply with all NJDEP
standards. He also said CDA
would assume the cost of re-
grading Birchwood Avenue. Flood
storage, flow, runoff and drain-
age were addressed, as well as
landscaping issues.

Peter Hekemian, a principal in
CDA, testified that whether or
not CDA was granted a hardship
waiver by the NJDEP, CDA was
prepared to go forward with the
project.

When the hearings resume on
Tuesday, August 21, at the Union
County Courthouse, at 10 a.m. in
courtroom 101, Thomas
Creelman, an engineer with
Paulus, Sokolowski & Sartor, LLC
(PS&S), of Warren, who testified
for Cranford in the builder’s rem-
edy lawsuit, is expected to cross-
examine Mr. Dipple along with
Mr. Morin and Mr. Marsden.Probitas Verus Honos

Cranford Creates Ordinance
To Approve Housing Liaison

Site Plan Hearings Begin on Birchwood
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – After more than
10 years of discussion, the Ath-
letic Field Complex (AFC) is on its
way to fruition. With the council
chambers packed Tuesday with
residents both opposing and sup-
porting it, the Garwood Council
passed, 5 to 1, a 15-year,
$3,257,000 bond ordinance to
authorize construction of a multi-
functioning AFC to replace the
Garwood Little League Park at
the end of Myrtle Avenue. It will
include a Little League field, a
turf field, basketball and bocce
courts, a playground, an air-con-
ditioned and heated field house
that also can be used for senior
meetings, a full kitchen,
scoreboards, field lighting and a
walking path.

“This is something for
everyone…I think this is some-
thing that is very much needed
for this borough,” said Council-
man Louis Petruzzelli.

“We have gotten a lot of grants
for this project. That is the game
changer for me… The building in
itself is falling down. It is in a
flood zone... I strongly support
the project. I think it is going to
be a big benefit to this town,”
said Council President Keith
Sluka.

Councilman Jim Mathieu said,
to applause from residents, “I
am firmly opposed to this
project.” He went on to say how
the borough is short one police
officer, the Department of Pub-
lic Works has 30-year-old trucks
and the fire department has been
asking for a new jaws of life
device. “I support that. That is
for all of us… Are we letting the
basic things go and then going
ahead and doing an athletic field?
It is a nice project… The ques-
tion is not if it is a good project,
but a good project that will cost.”
He said the $3.2 million figure is
50 percent over budget. “It is a

textbook case in government
spending gone awry,” he stated.

Included in the $3.2-million
bond is a $920,055 general ob-
ligation bond with an interest
rate to be determined, and a
$570,916 Green Acres Loan at a
2-percent interest rate. Older
debt also will be rolled into the
bond, Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
said.

The general obligation bond,
based on an estimated 3.25-per-

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PLAY BALL...Residents attend the Garwood Borough Council meeting on Tuesday night to voice their concerns over  a
15-year, $3,257,000 bond ordinance to authorize the construction of the Athletic Field Complex.The council passed the
ordinance 5 to 1.

Garwood Passes $3.2 Million Field Project Midst Public Flap
cent interest rate, would increase
taxes $65 on average for a home
assessed at $100,000, said the
borough’s auditor, Warren
Korecky. This tax is in addition to
the yearly taxes, which were $105
per $100,000 on the average
assessed home this year.

In addition, the borough is us-
ing $630,000 of its Capital Sur-
plus and $42,819 of the Borough
Reserve funds to finance the AFC.

The borough also has attained

$1,093,209 in County of Union
Open Space, NJDEP Green Acres
and County of Union Senior Fo-
cus grants.

In the next four years, some
$475,000 in bonds will be amor-
tized, said Councilman Mathieu.
Once those bonds have been paid
off, the net yearly tax impact of
the bond ordinance voted on
Tuesday would be about $25 on
a $100,000 assessed home, said
Councilwoman Sara Todisco. This

net impact does not consider a
new bond ordinance for munici-
pal capital expenses that is
scheduled to be introduced this
year, according to Finance Com-
mittee Chairwoman Todisco.

As a result of the increase in
taxes, some residents sought to
have the bond ordinance voted
on by the public in a referendum
to be put on the ballot in Novem-
ber. Councilman Mathieu called
it “morally offensive” to not al-
low the voters to decide.

Those opposed to the project
felt the cost was too high, espe-
cially in the depressed economy,
for the some 1,500 taxpayers to
take on.

“We are not against children.
We’d like to see a nice baseball
field, but this project is out of
line,” said Dolores Dumbrowski.

Those in support of the AFC
expressed the benefit it would
have for the youth and seniors
of the community.

Baseball League member Rich-
ard King said, “I think the town of
Garwood should vote on this
project for the kids of Garwood
and the seniors and bring them all
together.”

After the recent Police Benevo-
lent Association (PBA) negotiation
agreement was passed, 5-1, by
council, a bond ordinance for the
police compensation package for
2012-2014 was introduced.

The council also passed the con-
sent agenda authorizing final pay-
ment of some $8,200 to JAK Con-
struction, also known as Diamond
Construction, for the 2011 Street,
Tree and Sidewalk Project, which
summed about $76,000; request-
ing permission to pay expendi-
tures of the Developer’s Escrow
Fund; supporting Drive Sober or
Get Pulled Over 2012 Statewide
Crackdown, and authorizing the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Probitas Verus Honos
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A Letter to
the Editor

Garwood Project Is
$2.75 Million

Your caption under the picture
(The Westfield Leader, August
9th) of our current baseball facil-
ity gives a cost for our project at
$3.2 million. This is incorrect.

Though the bond ordinance is
indeed $3.2 million, that is actu-
ally for a refinance of outstand-
ing “old notes” in an amount of
$465,516, (which have nothing
to do with the project) along with
the athletic complex costs of
$2,750,000.

So the caption should read that
the proposed complex is at a cost
of $2,750,000.

The actual amount being bor-
rowed is $1,400,000. The rest is
coming from over $1 million in
grants, $630,000 capital surplus
and $42,000 in reserve appro-
priation.

Patricia Quattrocchia
Garwood Mayor

James Madison
Announces New

Students
HARRISONBURG, Va. – The fol-

lowing area residents have en-
rolled at James Madison Univer-
sity for the fall 2012 semester.

Marielle Monne of Cranford ma-
joring in accounting.

Kaitlin DeWeever of Cranford
majoring in communication stud-
ies.

Thomas Malley of Westfield ma-
joring in finance.

Jonah Butler of Mountainside
majoring in intelligence analy-
sis.

Ashley Kattak of Westfield ma-
joring in interdisciplinary liberal
studies.

Kelley Biglin of Westfield ma-
joring in theatre and dance.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
LONE RANGER...Councilman Jim Mathieu, above, was the only member of the Garwood Borough Council to vote no
to a 15-year, $3,257,000 bond ordinance to authorize the construction of the Athletic Field Complex.The council passed
the ordinance 5 to 1.

final change order for the quarter-
of-a-million-dollar 2010 Depart-
ment of Transportation Project.

The council also passed an ordi-
nance to create the position of
Emergency Management coordi-
nator, who will be responsible for
emergency management opera-
tions within the municipality.

At the start of the workshop
meeting, Borough Planner Victor
Vinegra presented the mayor with
an award given by the Association

of Planning Boards and Zoning
Boards of Adjustment for The Mews
at Garwood, which has contrib-
uted to the revitalization of
Garwood.

Announced during the Library
Committee report were the top
three readers of the Garwood
Library’s Summer Reading Club –
Umutemre Kalpan, Stephanie Filer
and Frank Murphy.

The next meeting will be on Tues-
day, September 11.

GARWOOD – The next meeting
of Bayleaf Leonard J. Sanders
Memorial Post No. 6807 Ladies
Auxiliary Veterans of Foreign
Wars (VFW) will be held on Tues-
day, August 21. It will take place
at noon at 205 Willow Avenue in
Garwood.

All officers and chairmen are
requested to attend this meet-
ing. All members are welcome
and refreshments will be served.
If planning to attend, call Presi-
dent Catherine Madara at (908)
789-1105.

President/Secretary Catherine
Madara and Treasurer Kathy
Dorkoski plan to attend the
School of Instruction held by the
Ladies Auxiliary VFW Department
Officers on Saturday, August 25.
Lena Cummings, Veteran and
Veteran Family Chairman, sent
out 500 canceled stamps to the
Veterans Administration in Ari-
zona for veterans rehab in July.

Members are encouraged to fly
their flags daily, support United
States troops and veterans, vote
in all elections and save eye-
glasses and cases for “Eyes for
the Needy,” as well as hearing
aids. They also are asked to save
their pennies to fight cancer,
cancelled stamps for the Veter-
ans Administration Program and
Campbell labels and Box Tops for
Education and the VFW National
Home for Children.

VFW Ladies Auxiliary To Gather TuesdayGarwood Passes Field Complex

Garwood Knights
Post Blood Drive

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold
a blood drive on Sunday, Au-
gust 26, from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. at their Council Hall, lo-
cated at 37 South Avenue in
Garwood (opposite PathMark).

Parking is available behind
the building off Willow Avenue
(turn at Marty Shoes). All do-
nors will receive a $15 ShopRite
gift card. To schedule a dona-
tion, call Chairman Dennis Clark
at (908) 247-5389. Walk-ins
also will be welcome.

For information and medical
questions regarding donating,
call The Blood Center of New
Jersey at (973) 676-4700,
visit bloodnj.org or e-mail
BCNJ@bloodnj.org.


