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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Being humbled, 20-5, by sec-
ond-seeded Charlie Brown’s in
Game 1 certainly motivated
third-seeded Diva’s Salon in
Game 2 of the Scotch Plains
Men’s Softball League Wednes-
day Night Division semifinal
round at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on July 31.

The Divas’ offense was heard
loudly and clearly early on and
refused to relent as they came
screaming back with an 18-12
triumph to force a deciding
Game 3.

James DiNizo had a booming
bat with a pair of singles, an RBI
double and a three-run home run
to finish with five RBI in the
Divas’ 21-hit assault, which in-
cluded seven extra base hits.
Leadoff hitter Joe Cepparulo
cracked an inside-the-park two-
run homer, singled and scored
three times. Anthony D’Annunzio
drilled a pair of RBI triples and an
RBI sacrifice fly, while scoring
twice. Veteran Tony Mineo lashed
a two-run double, an RBI single
and an RBI sac fly.

Charlie Brown’s pounded out
22 hits but only three went for
extra bases. Leadoff hitter Brady
Lau led the pack with four singles,
an RBI and two runs scored. Jeff
Bendix, who moved up to the No.
2 spot, had a double and two
singles with an RBI and three
runs scored. Dan Samila contrib-
uted three singles, three RBI and
a run scored. Billy Aumenta
lashed a two-run double, singled

twice and scored once. Pete
Samila slapped a two-run single,
singled and scored once. Gus
Alvarez doubled, singled and
scored once, and Marty Marks
singled twice, scored once and
had an RBI.

Interesting defense also came
into play. Aumenta made two

fine grabs in leftfield. Dan Samila
made a diving snag at first, and
third baseman Jerry Isolda turned
a second-to-first double play.

Diva pitcher Ron Germinder
turned a second-to-first double
play. Shortstop James DiNizo also
turned a second-to-first double
play. But when centerfielder Mike

Rusin made what could have been
called a shoelace catch in the
second inning, it caused Charlie
Brown a good deal of grief. Even
worse, Marks, who was on sec-

ond, tagged up and scooted to
third, but he was ruled out on an
appeals play for possibly leaving
base too soon.

An emotional discussion be-
tween the umpire and Charlie
Brown (captain Steve Brainard)
ensued, but the Divas remained
silent throughout.

As Lau stepped to
the plate to begin
the game, team-
mate Kevin
Woodring shouted,
“Everybody hits
hard. Come on
Brady!”

Lau singled and
Bendix bopped a
double to center.
Pete Samila fol-
lowed with a two-
run single. In the
Divas’ first inning,
Cepparulo walked,
D ’ A n n u n z i o
thumped an RBI
triple, and James
and Mike DiNizo
rapped back-to-
back RBI doubles.
Mineo lofted an RBI
sac fly to right to
give the Divas a 4-
2 lead.

Charlie Brown’s
managed to score
once in their ab-
breviated second
inning, which in-
volved Rusin’s dis-
puted catch and
the appeals play
then the Divas took
advantage of the

confusion in the bottom of the
inning with D’Annunzio’s RBI sac
fly and DiNizo’s three-run blast
to seize an 8-3 lead.

By the end of the second in-
ning, Charlie Brown’s was dis-
tributing Linus’ Blankets among

their personnel. Deep concern
was rampant and they were
“Snooping” around for a run.
They found two when Dan
Samila chopped a two-run single
past second to tighten the score,
8-5.

“We got to hit again. We got to
hit again,” shouted Diva Jared
Chmelenik (2-for-4, 2 runs
scored) in the Divas’ third.

Neither team scored until the
top of the fifth. Alvarez sug-
gested, “We have the top of the
order now. Let’s score some
runs!”

After Lau grounded out, Bendix
and Pete Samila singled, and
Dan Samila hit an RBI sac fly.
Alvarez singled and Aumenta
slashed a two-run double to
right, knotting the score at 8-8.

“We need some runners to get
us going,” whispered Mineo as
the Divas tiptoed to the plate.

Chmelenik singled, D’Annunzio
lined an RBI triple and James
DiNizo hacked an RBI single.
Rusin singled then Mineo and
Matt Canfield followed with RBI
singles to put the Divas back on
top, 12-8.

The four-run outburst caused
high consternation in Charlie
Brown’s camp and they failed to
score in the sixth, but the Divas
added two more runs on
Cepparulo’s inside-the-parker.

Four more Divas danced across
the plate in the seventh, high-
lighted by Mineo’s two-run
double to right. Charlie Brown’s
answered with four in the eighth
with respective RBI singles from
Marks, Woodring, Isolda and
Lau, but they went down qui-
etly, 1-2-3, in the ninth.
Charlie Brown’s 212 030 040 12
Diva Salon 440 042 40x 18

JAMES DiNIZO LAUNCHES HR, ADDS 5 RBI; CEPPARULO CRACKS HR; MINEO KNOCKS IN 4 RBI

Divas Come Screaming Back, Unsettle Charlie Brown, 18-12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REACHING NEW HEIGHTS…Charlie Brown’s catcher Steve Brainard takes a huge leap as a
throw from the outfield sails towards home and Diva Joe Cepparullo slides across the plate for
a two-run home run in the sixth inning. Divas won Game 2, 18-12, but Charlie Brown’s came back
to win Game 3, 21-8 to advance to the B Division championships to face undefeated Stage House.

Probitas Verus Honos
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three booming inside-the-park
home runs off the bats of St.
Nicholas were impressive; how-
ever, persistent pellet shots led
to an 8-7 St. James Gang victory
in St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Soft-
ball League action at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on August
2.

The James Gangsters, who
popped off 10 singles, a triple
and a double, notched the vic-
tory with two runs in the bottom
of the seventh inning when Dan
Shneyder brought home Tom
Maher with an RBI single and
Marty Bernstein ended it with an
RBI sacrifice fly that scored Frank
Apicella.

Veteran Frank Chupko held St.
Nicholas scoreless in the final
two innings to tack another win
onto his long list of career victo-
ries. Last year, Chupko was al-
leged to have surpassed the 300-
win milestone in his 30 years
with the league.

Maher, a seasoned veteran who
had the Gang’s double, and Billy
Aumenta led the team with two
hits and two runs scored apiece.
Jim Cassidy rapped a pair of
singles and added two RBI. Rob
Stratton slammed an RBI triple
and added an RBI groundout.
Gang leader Pete Chemidlin
cracked an RBI single and scored
twice. Bernstein also singled and
scored once.

St. Nicholas totaled 16 hits,
and power man Gus Alvarez
whacked a two-run homer and a
solo blast. Mike Barcellona went
4-for-4, including a solo homer,
and scored twice. Pitcher Lou
Blau ripped three singles and
scored once. Bruce Logan (RBI)
and Mike Cuccurullo each con-
tributed two singles. Rich Reich
and Scott Friedrichs each singled
and scored once, and Chuck Dunn

added an RBI single.
St. Nick loaded the bases in

the top of the first inning but
failed to score, and as the James
Gang sauntered in to bat,
Chemidlin suggested, “Let’s do
some hitting here!”

His Gang took his words to
heart and banged out four hits
and three runs. Bernstein and
Aumenta tapped back-to-back
singles. Chemidlin hopped an
RBI single to right field. Cassidy

launched an RBI sacrifice fly to
center, and Stratton slashed his
RBI triple to right.

In the second, Barcellona poked
a leadoff single to center then,
after Rob Del Cid lined a wicked
shot that Bernstein snagged at
second, Reich rapped a single
over second. Alvarez found the
gap between center and right to
contribute his three-run homer
and to knot the score, 3-3.

The Nicks scored once in the

MAHER TIES IT, APICELLA SCORES WINNING RUN, BERNSTEIN LOFTS WINNING RBI SAC FLY

James Gang Plates 2 in 7th; Guns Down St. Nicholas, 8-7
third inning when Friedrichs
singled and later scored on
Logan’s sizzling single past third.
St. Nick grabbed a 6-3 lead in
the fourth when Alvarez ham-
mered his solo shot in the same
location as his first homer, and
Dunn delivered an RBI single.

The James Gang grazed St.
Nick with a run in the bottom of
the fourth when Chemidlin, who
reached base on an error, scored
on Stratton’s groundout to sec-

ond, but Nick answered in the
fifth when Barcellona drilled his
solo homer in the gap in
centerfield. Maher chopped a
leadoff double and scored on Sal
Gano’s RBI grounder to second
to make the score, 7-5.

St. Nick came to bat in the
sixth, and Chemidlin softly said,
“Come on! We got to hold them!”

They did, and the Gangsters
came to bat in the bottom of the
inning.

“This is a big inning. Guys, we
have to score now. Come on
Billy (Aumenta)! Show us the
way,” Chemidlin said.

Aumenta ricocheted a leadoff
single off the pitcher’s glove.
Leso singled, and Cassidy
punched an RBI single to center
to close the gap to 7-6. Chupko
held St. Nick scoreless in the
seventh thanks to shortstop
Stratton turning a second
(Bernstein)-to-first (Chemidlin)
double play.

In the Gang seventh, Bernstein
blurted, “Base runners! Come
on Tom (Maher)! You start it.”

Maher wiggled a single past
short, and Apicella singled to
left. Maher wandered to third
when the leftfielder juggled
Apicella’s single.

Concerned, Chemidlin shouted,
“Tommy be smart on the bases!”

Gano grounded out to short.
Maher hesitantly headed for
home, but after a couple of spin-
ning rotations, he decided to
return to third. Shneyder fol-
lowed with an RBI single to cen-
ter, and Bernstein lofted his sac-
rifice fly to right, allowing Apicella
to sprint home with the game
winner.
St. Nicholas 031 210 0 7
St. James 300 111 2 8

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE OUT AT HOME…St. James catcher Sal Gano, center, makes the catch to record the putout on St. Nick’s
Mike Cuccurullo in the sixth inning. St. James won, 8-7.
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VETERAN ED BELFORD ENDS GAME 1 WITH DOUBLE PLAY, SINGLES TO SPARK BOTH RALLIES

Autoland Clips 5 Guys, 5-4, Revs Up to Win B Division
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Impressive defensive plays, es-
pecially on the part of top-seeded
Autoland allowed the team for-
merly known as the Sofa Kings to
hold off second-seeded Five
Guys, 5-4, in Game 1 of a double
header of the Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League Monday Night
Division championship at Vo-Tech
in Scotch Plains on August 6.

Last year Neighborhood Paint-
ing, after losing the first game,
8-6, ousted the Sofa Kings from
the playoff, winning the next two,
10-8 and 19-10. Then Five Guys
whitewashed the Painters, 18-
11 and 12-2, for the title. But the
Sofa Kings also had a sweet taste
of being Kings, so a battle for the
title was expected.

“They won a few years ago, and
we won last year, so it’s a battle
to see who reigns supreme,” Five
Guys captain Frank Mackiewicz
said. “It’s going to be a good
game.”

Fifth-year veteran Brian
Schiller, a 2002 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School graduate
and representative for Autoland,
said, “My first year here with the
Sofa Kings was when we won it
the first time around. The last
four years, we got knocked out
by those guys and a few other
teams, so we are looking to put it
together this year. We have a
great group of guys. These are
probably the best guys I have
played with in any league.”

Both teams have added a few
new faces to bolster their lineup
this year, but many of the veter-
ans have returned.

“We have a couple of new faces.
Not many tough! John Giunta
and Pete Paradise are two new

guys. We have a lot of returning
guys. It’s going to be a lot of fun,”
Mackiewicz.

“We have a couple of new faces.
We have Dom Centanni. Orlando
Rodrigues played for us last year,”
Schiller said.

In Game 1, veteran Ed Belford,
Autoland’s pitcher, shined de-
fensively and offensively. Belford
made a fine backhanded scoop
to record a putout in the third
inning and demonstrated his
quick reactions to grab a liner

back to the mound in the fifth,
but his best move came in the
ninth inning when he turned a
second-to-first double play (DP)
to end the game.

The wide-open outfield at Vo-
Tech required more placement-
style hitting than power, and
Belford had the wisdom to poke
a pair of singles in his three at-
bats. Schiller, his pinch runner
scored on both occasions.

Autoland third baseman Josh
Finkelstein dazzled the fans with

a smooth snag inches away from
the screen along the third
baseline in the first inning. He
also added another fine scoop,
then later followed with a sec-
ond-to-first DP. Shortstop
Rodrigues turned a second-to-
first DP. Centanni made a diving-
and-rolling catch in right field.

Five Guys shortstop Mike Pic-
colo made a slick over-the-shoul-
der catch in the second inning
and initiated a second-to-first
DP in the fourth. Leftfielder Chris

Grenham performed a superb
running-and-rolling snag in the
sixth inning.

In addition to Belford, veteran
Doug Delle Donne had a single, a
double and an RBI, while scoring
once. Kyle Adams ripped an RBI
double, singled and scored twice.
Rodrigues singled twice and had
an RBI.

Five Guys totaled 14 hits. Vet-
eran Frank DiGiovanni had a triple
and an RBI single. Veterans John
Hagy (double, run scored) and
Drew Koski each went 2-for-3.
Mick Marino singled twice and
scored once. Mackiewicz (RBI),
Piccolo, Giunta and Grenham
each added a single.

After a scoreless beginning,
Autoland took a 3-0 lead in the
bottom of the third, and Ed
Belford sparked it with a single to
right. Adams singled to center
then Delle Donne, Brad Belford
and Rodrigues added respective
RBI singles.

Autoland upped its lead to 5-0
in the seventh and Ed Belford
was the catalyst again with a
single to right. Adams hammered
an RBI double and Centanni fol-
lowed with an RBI double.

Hagy opened the eighth with a
double to left-center. Grenham
singled and Mackiewicz lofted an
RBI sacrifice fly to left for Five
Guys’ first run. In the ninth, Marino
hacked a one-out single past third,
and Pete Paradise dropped a single
over first. Pete Gilson thumped a
two-run triple to right, and
DiGiovanni tightened the score,
5-4, with an RBI single to left
before Belford ended the rally
with his second-to-first DP.

Autoland then revved up is en-
gine big time to win Game 2, 23-
9, and the B Division champion-
ship.
Five Guys 000 000 013 4
Autoland 003 000 20x 5

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING DOWN THE LINE…Autoland veteran Ed Belford, center, heads down the line as Five Guys first baseman
Pete Gilson, No. 00, makes the catch for the putout. Autoland defeated Five Guys, 5-4, in Game 1 of the playoffs.
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Leftfielder Ray Gambino made
a spectacular catch to prevent a
possible extra-inning game and
to allow St. John to salvage an
11-9 victory over a surging St.
Joseph team in St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
action at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on August 3.

Heading into the bottom of the
seventh inning, St. John, jockey-
ing with St. Joe for third place in
the Saints Division, held what
appeared to be a comfortable
and controllable 11-4 lead and
were facing the bottom three
batters of the order. However,
the best laid plans of St. mice
and St. men seemed to go south
when the Joe boys staged a two-
out surge.

John Veglia, batting next to the
last in the St. Joe lineup, slapped
a one-out single then St. John
pitching ace Tom Rutkowski ap-
peared quite relaxed when he
got veteran Dean Talcott to fly
out to right field for the second
out. Leadoff hitter Steve
Mavrakes plopped a single over
first base. Tom Ulichny curled an
RBI single in the same location
then Bob McGuiness drew a walk.
Ed Marchelitis slashed a two-run
single to leftfield, Brian Williams
singled and Dave Merkel followed
with a two-run single to make
the score, 11-9, with two run-
ners on base. Russ Voorhees
stepped to the plate and punched
a low liner to shallow left, but
Gambino charged full speed
ahead and just made the grab.

Both teams finished with 16
hits, but St. John got the game’s
only extra base hit when Dan

Margolis drilled an RBI triple in
the second inning. Lou Messano
led St. John with three singles,
three RBI and two runs scored.
Rutkowski and Tom Litterio each
had two singles and two runs
scored. Keith Karyczak (RBI) and
Chris Nardi each had two singles
and a run scored.

Mavrakes led St. Joe with four
singles in as many at-bats, while
scoring twice. Ulichny also con-

tributed a pair of RBI singles.
McGuiness, who walked twice and
scored twice, also had an RBI
single. Brian Williams went 3-
for-4 with a run scored. Merkel
finished with two singles.

St. John scored once in the top
of the first when Gambino lofted
an RBI sacrifice fly to left to score
Messano. But St. John plated
seven more runs on six hits and
with the help of several errors in

the second to grab an 8-0 lead.
“We got them where we want

them,” muttered Marchelitis as
the Joe boy walked in to bat.

Any notion of a big inning van-
ished when Messano, from his
shortstop position, scooped a
grounder, stepped on second
for the second out and fired to
first to complete a double play.

In the third, St. John pushed
three singles just out of the reach

of shortstop Mavrakes but failed
to score.

“How many balls can I not get
to by an inch?” Mavrakes asked
when the Joe boys came to bat
in the third.

Jarrett Williams poked a lead-
off single. Two batters later,
Mavrakes chopped a single to
right then Ulichny and McGuiness
made the score, 8-2, with re-
spective RBI singles.

When St. John’s Tom McGall,
the third of three straight Toms
in the order, stepped to the plate,
Rutkowski suggested, “Tom!
Let’s get the two back. Start
with you!”

McGall’s liner eluded the glove
of the right fielder then Messano
brought him home with an RBI
single. Next, centerfielder
McGuiness made a somewhat
shaky catch, which prompted
St. John’s Bob Camisa to say,
“Looks like a bobble head doll
out there.

McGuiness displayed much
more grace when he hauled in a
fly ball for the third out.

In the John fifth, Joe second
baseman Brian Williams turned
a second-to-first double play to
end the inning. In the Joe fifth,
Pete Costello made a running
grab of Talcott’s liner to prevent
any scoring.

The three Toms led off the
sixth inning. Rutkowski and
Litterio tapped singles and
McGall reached on an error.
Messano hit into a double play,
but the first Tom scored.

“All three Toms get on and
what do I do” Hit into a double
play,” Messano mumbled.

Karyczak brought the second
Tom home with an infield single,
giving St. John its 11-4 lead
before the dramatic finish.
St. John 170 102 0 11
St. Joseph 002 002 5 9

MESSANO LINES 3 HITS, 3 RBI; GAMBINO SAVING CATCH; MAVRAKES RAPS 4 HITS, SCORES 2

St. John Salvages, 11-9, Win Over Surging St. Joseph Boys

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ZOOMING ACROSS THE PLATE…St. John’s Tom Litterio zooms across home plate as St. Joseph catcher Dean Talcott
chases a wild throw at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on August 3.
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Putting Garwood Field Project On
Ballot Is The Only Right Thing to Do
My husband and I have been

lifelong residents of Union
County. We moved to Garwood
in June 2012.

We were amazed at the
Garwood Council meeting when
a project to build an athletic field
costing over $3 million was de-
nied access to the ballot. Al-
though we had heard about the
project, it was just recently that
the cost came to light. If this
project is so wonderful and right,
why not put it on the ballot? Give
the residents of Garwood the
choice to vote for it or against it!

There are many concerns with
this project as no one seemed to

know the exact cost of it or of its
maintenance. Only Councilman
Mathieu questioned and voted
against the project. It seems lu-
dicrous in this bad economic at-
mosphere that five council mem-
bers and one mayor should have
the power to make that decision.
But no matter where you stand
on the merits of this field, the
residents of Garwood deserve a
say, especially now that the costs
are just beginning to come to
light.

Put this on the ballot, it is the
only right thing to do!

Esther and Richard Ahle
Garwood

At the last meeting of the
Garwood Borough Council, the
mayor and five of the six council
members stated that they are
voting to build a $3.2- million
athletic complex in Garwood in
spite of the fact that the majority
of the Garwood residents at the
meeting were against this project
and a public hearing on this issue
will not be held until August 14.
This is NOT the time or place to
build such an extravagant com-
plex with a two-story clubhouse,
turf soccer field, bocce court,
basketball court, lights and many
other bells and whistles.

This project has been talked
about for a dozen years. If previ-
ous council members saw fit not
to pass this project 12 years ago
when the economy was good and
the project would have cost a
million dollars, then it is ludi-
crous to pass it now when the
New Jersey unemployment rate
is 9.6 percent, homes are in fore-
closure and taxes keep going up.
The founding fathers of Garwood
felt that the taxes they were
paying to Cranford and Westfield
were too high. Frank Morse, who
was to become Garwood’s first
mayor, said “taxation without
representation is revolution.” This
is a quote from the Garwood
council’s own website, yet by
voting for this project this coun-
cil is not representing all the
residents and are breaking their
campaign promise to “keep taxes
down.”

I moved to Garwood because I
felt it was a nice place to live with
shopping and transportation
within walking distance and low
taxes. Taxes have gone up con-
siderably even without this com-
plex. Now our council wants to
borrow close to $2 million to pay
for this glorified Little League
field.

Ironically, just a couple days
before our council voted for this
bond ordinance the headline and
lead article in The Star-Ledger

read: “New Jersey: a ticking time
bomb of debt” because of the
reckless borrowing of money by
the state. The state is out of
control, the county freeholders
are out of control and now our
council is also out of control when
it comes to spending money we
don’t have for projects we don’t
need.

Garwood is a small borough
without a high school. The 2010
census found 1,870 housing units
in Garwood. This project would
cost more than $1,700 on the
average for each unit and would
increase our municipal debt by
more than 50 percent.

Fanwood and Scotch Plains have
a shared baseball league and
share other services including

The Borough of Garwood in-
tends to build a state-of-the art
athletic field complex anticipated
to cost $3.2 million. A $1.6 mil-
lion bond is needed over 15 or 20
years that will increase the
borough’s debt by 58 percent.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco
pointed out that debt in other
towns is higher than Garwood’s
would be even if the project were
approved. Cranford is at .92 and
Clark at .79; Garwood is now at
.56. Five of six Garwood Council
members feel that it is OK to
saddle the town with $1.6 million
because other towns have even
more debt.

So far the taxpayers of Garwood
have not received figures show-
ing additional expenses for likely
cost overruns, construction defi-
ciencies, code violations, addi-
tional legal and professional fees,
etc.

 How much will cleaning and
maintaining kitchen, bathrooms
and other interior areas cost? It

would be irresponsible to spend
$3.2 million, and then leave the
complex in the hands of volun-
teers for maintenance and up-
keep.

How much will the regular clean-
up and on-going repair and main-
tenance of the outdoor facilities
cost and how does the town plan
to pay for this?

 Has anybody estimated the
cost of electricity, gas and wa-
ter? What about the cost of regu-
lar police patrols and the DPW’s
extra burden? Have the heads of
those departments been con-
sulted about the new demands
the complex will create?

Before voting on this extrava-
gant project, the  council mem-
bers owe it to all Garwood tax-
payers to be open and transpar-
ent about the total cost of con-
struction, and maintenance over
the life of the facility.

Roswitha Metz
Garwood

It’s Time for Compromise On
Garwood’s Athletic Field

the baseball field?
The proposal is far too expen-

sive for a small borough like
Garwood. It should be scaled
back to a reasonable size, per-
haps by remodeling the exist-
ing field house rather than build-
ing a new one. Or eliminating
the lighting, which would prob-
ably be a relief to the nearby
neighbors. There wouldn’t be
so much as a whimper if the
bocce court disappeared.

If the costs were broken down,
it would be easier to see how to
reach a reasonable compromise.
And compromise is necessary.
As the plan stands now, it’s
simply beyond our municipal
means.

William Connolly
Garwood

their high school. At the last coun-
cil meeting, I suggested that
Garwood combine with Westfield
or Clark. I suggested Westfield
since the Westfield baseball fields
are only a block away from our
school in Garwood and I sug-
gested Clark because these are
the students our children will be
playing with when they get to
high school.

If the council wanted to pay to
combine with another town or
update the current athletic com-
plex which borders Cranford that
would be fine. But to tear down
all those trees to build a $3.2-
million mega complex with a turf
field is fiscally irresponsible.

Tom Pedas
Garwood

The proposal for a $3.2-million
athletic complex in Garwood has
been presented as an all-or-noth-
ing deal, and that’s unfair.

The costs have not been bro-
ken down so that we can see
what we’re being asked to pay
for. What part of that $3.2 mil-
lion will go to a new field house,
for example? How much will the
soccer field cost? What about

Local Letters to the Editor

Cranford Birchwood Devel-
opment Site Plan Hearings
According to

www.cranfordtaxpayers.blogspot.com,
The Cranford Township Commit-
tee, opposing the development
as well as the hearing venue
being in Elizabeth, offered free
bus transportation for residents
on Wednesday and Thursday
mornings at 9 a.m. from the
Orange Avenue Pool parking lot
to the Courthouse in Elizabeth.

Probitas Verus Honos

Before Voting, Gwd Council Should
Reveal Total Const., Main. Cost

Building $3.2-Mil. GW Mega Complex is Irresponsible
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Doris Dallas, Had Been Local Teacher;
Former Westfield, Cranford Resident

Doris M. Dallas of Dunnellon,
Fla. passed away on Tuesday,
July 31, 2012, at the Brentwood
Health Center in Lecanto, Fla.

She was a lifelong resident of
Cranford and Westfield, N.J. Upon
graduating from Cranford High
School, she received a scholar-
ship to Wood Secretarial School
in New York City. Doris gradu-
ated from Union College and re-
ceived a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Sociology from Baldwin Wallace
in Beria, Ohio and a Master’s
Degree in Education from Rutgers
University. Doris was a Sunday
school teacher at the First United

Methodist Church in Westfield.
Doris worked for the FBI in New

York City and Newark, N.J. dur-
ing World War II. Her career
included teaching second grade
at Washington School and as a
division manager at Field Enter-
prises Educational Corporation.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Leonard; son, Gary, of
Dunnellon, and brother, Walter
Werme, of Washington State.

Funeral arrangements are un-
der the direction of the Brown
Funeral Home and Crematory in
Lecanto, Fla.

August 9, 2012

– Obituaries –

Garwood Knights Collect
School Supplies For Needy

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus are collect-
ing brand-new school supplies
on behalf of the children of St.
Joseph’s Social Service Center in
Elizabeth.

The following items are sug-
gested: pencils, pens, pencil
cases, filler paper, notebooks
(marble, one-, two- and five-
subject), rulers, crayons, color-
ing books, folders, binders,
highlighters, scissors, staplers,
staples, rubber bands, erasers,
paper clips, glue sticks, art sup-
plies, backpacks, and any other
supplies as well.

Donations can be dropped off
after 4 p.m. weekdays at the
Garwood Knights of Columbus
Council Hall, located at 37 South
Avenue in Garwood (opposite
Pathmark). On weekends, inter-
ested persons are asked to call
(908) 789-9809 first after 2:30

p.m. Parking is available behind
the hall off of Willow Avenue
(turn at Marty Shoes). For more
information, call (908) 789-9809
after 4 p.m.

Since 1983, St. Joseph’s So-
cial Service Center has served
the materially poor and home-
less community of greater Eliza-
beth by providing basic human
needs such as food, clothing and
medications, as well as a wide
range of services and programs
to help individuals acquire the
material goods and social ser-
vices they need to live with in-
tegrity.

Information on St. Joseph’s is
available by visiting its website,
stjosephelizabeth.org, or
YouTube “Homeless in Eliza-
beth,” parts one and two, for an
in-depth look at the
organization’s programs to help
the disadvantaged.

Garwood Library Reveals
Two Upcoming Activities

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library has announced two
events that will take place at the
library during the month of Au-
gust.

The first will be “Mark the Magi-
cian,” who will perform magic on
Friday, August 17, at 2 p.m. Reg-
istration is required for this event,
and children 8 years old and
under must be accompanied by a
parent or adult caregiver.

The second event will be “Tele-
scope Night,” presented by John
Miller of Pearl Observatory, based
in Gillette. Mr. Miller will bring two
telescopes to view the night sky
at the Garwood Library on Tues-
day, August 28, at 7:30 p.m.,
providing the weather cooper-
ates. The rain date is Wednesday,
August 29, at the same time.
Registration for this event is re-

quired, and children 10 years old
and under must be accompanied
by a parent or adult caregiver.

Registration for either or both
of these events may be done in
person at the library, by calling
(908) 789-1670 or at the library’s
interactive calendar page found
on its website, youseemore.com/
garwood.

The Garwood Public Library is
operating under its summer hours
until after Labor Day. Current
hours are: Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., and
Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The
library is closed on Saturdays
during the summer.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue, at
the corner of Walnut Street and
Third Avenue, behind the Lincoln
School complex.

GW GOP Picks Martin to
Join Hak on Nov. Ballot

GARWOOD  – Garwood Repub-
lican Committee Chairman John
Quattrocchi has announced the
official Republican candidate slate
for the November General Elec-
tion.

Though there was a candidate
change after the Primary, when
Carol Kearney, owner and op-
erator of Unique Cruise and
Travel, cited personal reasons
and withdrew her name from this
year’s contest, the Republicans
said they are confident that new
comer Michael Martin will cap-
ture a council seat.

Mr. Martin will be joining in-
cumbent Timothy Hak on the
ballot. The former council presi-
dent is pursuing a second, three-
year term. He is the current po-
lice commissioner, chairman of
borough council’s the streets and

roads committee and recently
served on the PBA contract ne-
gotiating committee.

Councilman Hak operated
Horan Lumber and Coal Co. in
Cranford/Roselle Park, the fam-
ily business, for many years. Mr.
Martin received his bachelor’s de-
gree from St. Francis College
and a post-graduate certificate
from Stevens Institute of Tech-
nology.

 After a 30-year career with
AT&T, he was employed by The
Star-Ledger and since 2008 has
owned the Garwood-based small
business, “Promotion Rental Ser-
vice,” which provides outdoor
promotional decorations to retail
businesses.

They will face Democratic coun-
cil candidates William Nierstedt
and Ann Palmer.

Villanova Announces
Graduates

VILLANOVA, Pa. — The follow-
ing local students graduated from
Villanova University during a
spring commencement ceremony
held on May 20.

William Albert, from Cranford,
earned a Bachelor of Science in
Mechanical Engineering; Andrew
Calvaruso, from Westfield, earned
a Bachelor of Business Adminis-
tration; Scott Muldoon, from
Westfield, earned a Bachelor of
Business Administration; Joseph
Nyitray, from Cranford, earned a
Bachelor of Science in Civil Engi-
neering; Mark Reimlinger, from
Westfield, earned a Bachelor of
Science in Electrical Engineering;
Laura Roberts, from Cranford,
earned a Bachelor of Science in
Accountancy; Hannah Wharam,
from Westfield, earned a Bach-
elor of Business Administration
and Hope Zanko, from Cranford,
earned a Bachelor of Business
Administration.

Union College
Announces Dean’s List
SCHENECTADY, N.Y. — The fol-

lowing local residents were among
the 750 Union College students
named to the Dean’s List:

Samantha Guidon, Class of
2012, of Cranford, is a Environ-
mental Policy major and a 2008
graduate of Cranford High School.

Timothy Kuehn, class of 2012,
of Westfield, is a Computer Sci-
ence major and a 2008 graduate
of Westfield High School.

To be named to the Dean’s List,
Union students must have a grade
point average of at least 3.5 for
the academic year and meet cer-
tain other requirements.
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GARWOOD – The Education
Foundation of Garwood recently
honored John Conlin and Angelo
Alimonti as “People Making a Dif-
ference” at its annual Apprecia-
tion Dinner held April 26 at The
Westwood in Garwood.

Mr. Conlin is a lifelong resident
of Garwood. He attended
Jonathon Dayton Regional High
School in Springfield, continued
on to college and Seton Hall Uni-
versity to eventually earn his
Masters Degree. Mr. Conlin
served as a Second Class officer
in the Navy Reserves during the
Korean War. He proudly points
to his deep roots in the borough,
citing the fact that his father was
a die setter at the old Alcoa
Factory on South Avenue.

He began his career in educa-
tion as a teacher, eventually be-
coming principal at Kumpf Middle
School in Clark. Mr. Conlin was
elected to the Union County Re-
gional School District Board of
Education in 1952 at the young
age of 25.

The Union County Regional
School District Board was estab-
lished in 1937 and served six
communities. He served on the
Regional Board for 35 years until
1987.

During his tenure, he served as
vice-president and on several
committees. In his time on the
board, the regional district ex-
panded from one building to four.

In the early 1960s, in recogni-
tion of his longstanding dedi-
cated service, the Union County
Regional Board named a wing of
David Brearley, their fourth and
newest high school, Conlin Hall.
A plaque outside the hall re-
mains in his honor.

Mr. Conlin has vivid memories
of his accomplishments while
serving on the board, including
the groundbreaking of three new
high schools, and the ever-chang-
ing area of education.

When asked for his fondest
memories, he cited presenting

his sons with their diploma among
the best. Mr. Conlin is a wealth of
knowledge in all matters regard-
ing Education. He remains a com-
munity activist to this day.

He is a frequent and vocal mem-
ber at many community meet-
ings where he continues to pro-
vide valuable input.

Angelo Alimonti is a lifelong
resident of Garwood. He attended
Jonathon Dayton Regional High
School in Springfield where he
received the perfect attendance
award for all four years of high
school. He served in the Army
during World War II for 16
months.

Mr. Alimonti worked as a con-
crete contractor for 20 years prior
to obtaining a position with Arthur
L. Johnson Regional High School
(ALJ) in Clark. He was hired as a
bus driver and custodian in 1975
where he was beloved by stu-
dents and staff for 20 years.

In his time at ALJ, he began
many initiatives, including a duck
pond in the high school court-
yard, which continued on for sev-

MAKING A DIFFERENCE...The Education Foundation of Garwood recently
honored John Conlin, left, and Angelo Alimonti as “People Making a Difference”
at its annual Appreciation Dinner held April 26 at The Westwood in Garwood.

eral years, until his retirement.
Upon his retirement, he was pre-
sented a resolution by the board
for his dedicated, contentious and
helpful manner in which he served
as loyal and devoted employee.

Mr. Alimonti served an unex-
pired term as a councilman. He
has also volunteered in many
capacities for the Garwood Little
League, including field mainte-
nance.

In 1962, they bestowed upon
him a Garwood Little League Hon-
orary Life Membership as a trib-
ute to his untiring and selfless
dedication to the league. He also
has been a member of the Lions
Club, holding every position on
the executive board with the ex-
ception of secretary. He was in-
strumental in their fundraiser,
which resulted in Braille type-
writers being donated.

Along with his lifelong friend,
John Conlin, Angelo can often be
found attending meetings of the
Garwood Council, Board of Edu-
cation, and Planning Board where
he continues his civic duties.

Conlin, Alimonti Honored by GW Ed. Foundation

KID FRIENDLY...Theater Project Jr. will present Willy Wonka Jr., a kid-
friendly adaptation of the Roald Dahl classic, at the Jardine Academy on Friday
and Saturday, August 17 and 18, at 8 p.m. and Sunday, August 19, at 2 p.m.
Tickets are available at $12, children under 5 will be admitted free.

Theater Project Jr. Presents
Willy Wonka Jr.

CRANFORD — This summer, the
2012 workshop Theater Project
Jr. will offer its annual production
to the general public. Willy Wonka
Jr., a kid-friendly adaptation of
the Roald Dahl classic, will be
presented at the Jardine Acad-
emy, 61 Myrtle Street in Cranford.
Three performances on Friday and
Saturday, August 17 and 18, at 8
p.m. and Sunday, August 19, at 2
p.m., have been scheduled. Tick-
ets are available at $12, children
under 5 will be admitted free.

Willy Wonka Jr. is a stage adap-
tation of Charlie And The Choco-
late Factory. It tells the story of a
world-famous confectioner and his
quest to find an heir. Mr. Dahl’s
book was adapted by Leslie
Bricusse and Timothy Allen
McDonald, with a musical score
written by Bricusse and his Stop
The World collaborator, Anthony
Newley.

Among the many infectious tunes
is “The Candy Man,” a song that
became a huge hit record for an-
other junior, Sammy Davis.

Willy Wonka Jr. is the sixth pro-

duction for this educational pro-
gram, which began in 2007 with a
lively version of Oliver! Children
from 8 to 18 participate in a nine-
week workshop, culminating in a
musical performance. Previous
shows have included Grease and
The Wizard Of Oz.

Please call (973) 763-4029 for
further information.

Binghamton University
Announces Dean’s List
BINGHAMTON, N.Y. — The fol-

lowing students received aca-
demic honors from the Harpur
College of Arts and Sciences at
Binghamton University by mak-
ing the Dean’s List for the Spring
2012 semester:

Wyatt R. Smith of Westfield
and Ilana J. Solomon of Cranford.


