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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Zany plays, followed by the
thunder and darkness from im-
pending severe weather halted
the New Providence Green
League upper bracket champi-
onship game between the
Westfield Blue 12-year-old base-
ball team and the Springfield
Minutemen in the top of the fifth
inning at Gumbert 2 Field in
Westfield on July 26.

The remainder of the game was
played the next day, but at the
time of the postponement,
Westfield held a 6-4 lead. How-
ever, Springfield tied the game
in the fifth, but Westfield re-
gained the lead, 7-6, and held on
to claim the title.

The saving play of the game
came in the top of the sixth. With
Minuteman Anthony Serido on
second and no one out, Westfield
second baseman Hunter Hagen
snagged a line drive to definitely
prevent a run. Relief pitcher Lee
Papadopoulos managed to get
the final two outs.

“The key was saving a run that
would have tied the game. Once
again we came up with a run
when we needed it and a made a
big defensive play in the field to
help win the game,” Westfield
Head Coach Scott Faktor said.

Matt Cetlin was Westfield Blue’s
most formidable offensive threat
with a two-run double and an RBI
groundout. He also scored a run.

Jack Johnson pounded the ball
with a pair of singles, while scor-
ing once in his two plate appear-
ances. But it was Kevin Fuller (2-
for-3, run scored) who knocked
in what turned out to be the
winning RBI.

Anthony Serido provided the
Springfield Minutemen with a
two-run single and another
single. Justin Ehly went 2-for-2
with a run scored and an RBI. Jeff
Carrier boomed a double to the
fence.

Effective defense proved to be
key on the very first pitch of the
game. Ehly lofted a fading shot

over second base that looked
destined to drop in for a single,
but Westfield Blue centerfielder
Matt Feinberg sprinted forward
and snagged the ball just inches
before it hit the grass. Feinberg
followed up his catch with a side

roll, jumped to his feet and
showed umpire Al Manzi that he
had the ball in his possession.
Second baseman Miles
Brancatella followed with a fine
catch of Adam Berkowitz’s pop

fly in shallow right field. Westfield
Blue starting pitcher Ryan
Chirichella struck out the next
batter.

In the bottom of the first in-
ning, Fuller lashed a single to
leftfield, dashed to second on a
passed ball and advanced to third
on a groundout to second. Chris
O’Connor drew a walk then Cetlin
grounded to second, allowing
Fuller to score.

Carrier led off the Springfield
second inning with his double to
the fence and moved to third to
set up the first of several chaotic
plays. Danny Sobel chopped a
one-out grounder to third as
Carrier headed for home, but
Westfield third baseman
O’Connor fired to catcher Hagen,
who tagged Carrier for the out.
Raphael Isidio walked and Sobel
trotted to second. A mishandled
pickoff attempt allowed Sobel to
loop around third and score.
Chirichella fanned the next bat-
ter for the third out.

Westfield Blue broke the 1-1 tie
with two runs in the second.
Johnson jolted a single to left,
and Brancatella hobbled an in-
field single to short.
Papadopoulos lined an RBI single
to center, and Jason Glickstein
added an RBI groundout.

Springfield’s big chance came
in the third. Shane Murray
singled, Tyler Stoeckle walked
and Ehly loaded the bases with a
single. Berkowitz drew an RBI
walk, and Serido gave the Min-
utemen a 4-3 lead with his two-
run single to left. But chaos en-
sued. A wild throw over third,
prompted Berkowitz to head
home, but the leftfielder threw a
bullet to catcher Jake Obsgarten
in time to get the out. In the
meantime, Serido headed to
third, and another throw sailed

CETLIN CRACKS DOUBLE, 3 RBI; FULLER TWO HITS, RBI WINNER, HAGEN MAKES KEY GRAB

WF Blue 12s Nip Springfield For N.P. League Crown, 7-6

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STEALING THIRD BASE…Springfield Minuteman Adam Berkowitz steals third base as Westfield Blue third baseman
Chris O’Connor, No. 1, looks for the ball in the New Providence Green League Upper Bracket championship game.

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader

More photos Click “Photo Library”

12jul26-wf-b-spring
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into the outfield. Serido headed
home, but he also was gunned
down for the third out.

In the bottom of the third,
Berkowitz, the Minutemen’s
starting pitcher pulled off a neat,
by-the-book banana hook to
cover first to get the first out.
Next, Chirichella sizzled a
grounder that eluded the short-
stop. O’Connor singled to left,
and Cetlin slashed his two-run
double to right. Robbie Faktor
tapped a grounder to second,
but the second baseman over-
threw first, and Cetlin scored to
put Westfield up, 6-4. Faktor
was then thrown out attempting
to reach third.

Papadopoulos stepped to the
mound in the fourth and retired
all three batters. Westfield also
failed to score in the inning. In
the Springfield fifth, James Patinia
ripped a one-out single, and
Adam Gelo walked. Shane Murray
and Ehly each drilled an RBI single
to knot the score.

In the Westfield sixth, Feinberg
walked and stole second. Hagen
singled to left. Fuller yanked an
RBI single to right. Chirichella
singled just before the third out.

“We finished the New Provi-
dence League season, 14-1-1.
Not only did we win the upper
bracket championship, but we
also won our division. Overall

we played 28 games. Perhaps
what amazes me most is the
way we played after coming back
from our Cooperstown tourna-
ment. I heard it was going to be
tough to get the team to focus.
Not these boys! They have en-
joyed playing together as a team,
all season long. They finished
strong. They made the plays in
the field when it counted and got
the key hits when we needed
them most. Every player con-
tributed, and this season for
Westfield Blue, will be one that
we will never forget,” Coach
Faktor said.
Springfield 013 020 6
Westfield Blue 123 01x 7

Westfield Blue 12s Nip Springfield, 7-6, for Crown

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT QUITE IN TIME…Westfield Blue second baseman Miles Brancatella, left, gets the throw from the catcher a little
too late as Springfield’s Raphael Isidio steals second at Gumbert 2 Field.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOP PHOTO – Westfield’s Kevin Fuller takes a swat at the ball
BOTTOM PHOTO –Westfield’s Chris O’Connor tries to tag Anthony Serido
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Starting pitcher Erik Kaufman
and reliever Rich Danielovich al-
lowed just four free passes (2
walks, 2 hit batters), while com-
bining for 12 strikeouts to lead
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood 12s
baseball team to an 8-4 victory
over South Orange/Maplewood
to win the New Providence Green
League lower bracket at Vo-Tech
Field in Scotch Plains on July 28.

Kaufman tossed three innings,
allowing four runs on just three
hits, while hitting two batters
and striking out five. Danielovich
fanned seven Cougars, while al-
lowing just two singles and two
walks.

“They pitched well. That’s one
of my pet peeves, is the walks.
Normally during the season, I
will let these guys go a little bit.
If they are getting hit around a
little bit, that’s fine. They keep
working. They keep the ball down.
The walks come back to haunt
you. Erik Kaufman started the
game, pitched a great game.
Richie Danielovich did the same.
They know to get ahead of the
batters. That’s the secret,” Raider
Head Coach Neil Kaufman said.

South Orange/Maplewood start-
ing pitcher Jake Altamore and
reliever Gabe Worth also demon-
strated good control on the
mound. Altamore permitted only
two walks in four innings, while
recording six strikeouts, and
Worth did not allow a free pass.

The Raiders totaled 10 hits,
and Sam Lusk contributed two of
them, along with an RBI. Zach
Fleischman drilled a double,
scored twice and added an RBI
sacrifice fly. Ethan Johnson had a
two-run single and scored once.
Kaufman singled once and scored
twice. Tommy Drubulis and Jus-
tin Sidebottom each ripped an

RBI single. Matt Zucker doubled
and scored once. Danielovich and
Ryan Lopez (run scored) each
singled. Derek Cappadoccia
walked and scored, and Joel
Madera had two plate appear-
ances.

Max Goldstein led the Cougars
offensively with a two-run single
and a run scored, and Matt
Kritzberg looped an RBI single
and scored once. Altamore, Zach
Baugh (run scored) and Emanuel
Jackson each singled. Chris
Donny was hit-by-a-pitch and
scored.

The Cougars scored once in the
top of the first inning when lead-
off batter Kritzberg was hit-by-
a-pitch, stole second and third,
and scored on a wild pitch. The
Raiders answered in the bottom
of the inning when Fleischman
drilled a double to right field and
scored on Drubulis’ single to right.

South Orange/Maplewood took
a 4-1 lead with three runs in the
third. With Baugh and Donny on
base, Goldstein punched his two-
run single. Kritzberg added an
RBI single then Raider third
baseman Drubulis made a fine

play to end the inning.
The Raiders immediately

stormed right back to seize a 5-4
lead. With Cappadoccia, Lopez
and Kaufman on base, Fleischman
looped a fly ball behind second
base, but centerfielder Worth
made a great catch, limiting
Fleischman to an RBI sacrifice fly.
Lopez scored on a throwing error
then Kaufman came home on
Lusk’s single over first base.

Zucker doubled and scored on
Sidebottom’s single to left in the
fourth inning then Johnston made
the score 8-4 with his two-run

single in the fifth inning.
Danielovich retired three of the

four Cougars he faced in the final
inning.

“We had some base runners
early and we had a couple of
strikeouts where we left some
runners on base, but it was just
a matter of time. The last few
games, the playoffs are all about
hitting your stride right at the
end. These kids were really com-
ing together the last few games,
and they showed it,” Coach
Kaufman said.

The Cougars knocked off top-
seeded Summit and the Clark
Blue team to reach the champi-
onship game.

“They were a good team. The
last time we played them, they
had a couple of home runs. It
was a good game,” Coach
Kaufman said.

“These guys are a great team.
They played well together. They
play as a team. They are smiling.
They are happy, and they are
ready to go to the beach,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Mike Worth said.
S. Orange/Maplwd 103 000 4
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 104 12x 8

PITCHERS KAUFMAN, DANIELOVICH RULE ON MOUND, JOHNSTON, LUSK, FLEISCHMAN ON ‘O’

SPF 12s Top So. Orange, 8-4, Win N. Prov. Lower Bracket

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COLLECTING SOME INSURANCE…Matt Zucker, No. 12, slides home to score the Raiders’ fifth run in the fourth
inning against South Orange/Maplewood at Vo-Tech Field in Scotch Plains on July 28. The Raiders won, 8-4

Youth Sports Programs

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Blue Devils
Raiders
Cougars

See Photos on Next Page

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader

More photos
Click “Photo Library”

12jul28-spf-s-orange
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood 12s Defeat South Orange/Maplewood, 8-4, for NP League Crown
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Quick thinking and key defen-
sive plays seemed to dictate the
outcome of the New Providence
Green League Middle Bracket
championship game between the
Union Stingers and the Westfield
White at Gumbert 1 Field in
Westfield on July 28.

The Blue Devils pulled away
from a very tightly contested
game when they manufactured
three runs in the bottom of the
fifth inning and held on to seize a
6-2 victory.

The Union Stingers won five
straight games to earn their ticket
to the championship game and
threatened several times, but the
Blue Devils’ defense rose to the
occasions to thwart any breakout
innings.

The most noticeable Westfield
defensive play came in the fifth
inning. Union had a runner on
second with one out, and Joseph
Munley (2-for-2, run scored)
ripped a low liner to right field.
Realizing he could not catch the
ball, Blue Devil Ryan Palmer dove
and smothered the ball before it
rolled for extra bases. The next
two batters drew walks, but
Westfield relief pitcher Robert
Norris stepped to the mound and
struck out to next two batters to
limit the Stingers to just one run.

“The key plays in the game, I
think there were a couple of them.
We had a runner on second. Joey
Munley was up. He hit a line drive
to right field on a bound, and the
kid (Palmer) made a diving play.
We had to hold the runner. We
could have had runs right there.
It’s a game of inches. The ball
bounced their way today, but
both teams played a good game,”

Union Head Coach Bob Munley
said.

“Throughout the season, the
team all played well. At any given
time, if we asked anyone to step
in and play a role, he stepped in
and played that role. They just
don’t quit,” Westfield Head Coach
Pat Pucciarelli said.

The Stingers’ defense also
pulled off a key play in the third
inning. Westfield had two runs in
with the bases loaded with two
outs. Tyler Hoffman (1-for-1, run
scored) smoked a shot to leftfield
that Union’s Austin Wright hauled

in for the third out.
“We had a situation out here

with Austin Wright. The kid hit
the hardest ball that was hit to-
day right down the line. That was
two runs right there,” Coach
Munley said.

Westfield catcher Hoffman
gunned down a runner attempt-
ing to steal third in the first in-
ning. Joseph SanGiacomo made
two fine catches in right field and
also made a great backup play in
the sixth inning to sting a Stinger
in the sixth inning. Union short-
stop Dylan Donohue made a fine

unassisted play in the first in-
ning.

Westfield pitchers Danny
Bracco, Matt Meusel and Norris
combined to limit Union to six
hits, while walking five and strik-
ing out seven. Justin Mazzitelli
pitched the first two innings for
Union, allowing one run on three
hits, while walking just one and
fanning one. Gus Pagano faced
one batter in the third, and
Donohue relieved for the remain-
der of the game.

Union scored once in the top
of the first when Munley walked,

stole second and scored on
Spence Nuzman’s RBI single to
right. Nuzman finished 2-for-2
with two RBI. Westfield an-
swered in the second. Hoffman
singled, moved to second on a
passed ball and scored on John
Sickles’ RBI double. Later, Sick-
les attempted to score on a
passed ball but was tagged out.
Jack Cerria also doubled in the
inning.

Westfield took advantage of
five walks to score twice in the
third inning. SanGiacomo (1-for-
1, 2 runs, RBI), Norris (2 runs),
Steven Warren, Sprung (RBI)
and Andrew Milstein all walked.
Dean Pucciarelli had an RBI in
the inning that ended abruptly
when Wright made his key catch
in leftfield.

Donohue scored in the fifth in-
ning, but Westfield extended its
lead to 6-2 in the bottom of the
inning. Bracco scored on
SanGiacomo’s RBI single to left.
Norris brought home
SanGiacomo and scored on
Warren’s grounder to third.

“The whole premise of pride
the way they play, we wanted to
get them to understand the pros
make errors, so at 12-years-old,
you are going to make errors,
but you got to let those go and
move on. As long as you play
with love of game, you will be
fine,” Coach Pucciarelli said.
Union 100 010 2
Westfield White 012 003 6

BRACCO, MEUSEL, NORRIS PREVAIL ON THE MOUND; SICKLES, CERRIA CRACK DOUBLES

Westfield White 12s Capture League Title, Top Union, 6-2

Probitas Verus Honos

Go to Next Page
for Additional Photos

******
Also Click “Photo Library”

12jul28-wf-w-union
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GREAT BACKUP PLAY…Westfield White right fielder Joe SanGiacomo, No. 2, backs up a rundown play and makes
the tag on Union’s Sabir Alim at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on July 27. Westfield White earned a 6-2 victory.

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-6  Thursday, August 2, 2012

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Westfield White 12s Stop Union, 6-2, for New Providence League Middle Bracket Crown
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League Commissioner Ed Zazzali
recently dubbed the Stage House
as the “2,000-lb Gorilla”. He was
definitely correct as the unde-
feated, top-seeded and defending
champions Stage men flew into
an offensive rage, amassing 42
hits to stomp on fifth-seeded Trin-
ity Electric, 32-3, in the first game
of the Wednesday Night Division
semifinals at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on July 25.

Stage House veteran Emidio
Monaco, the hero in a 17-9 victory
over rival Charlie Brown’s on July
11 by crushing a grand slam and
finishing with six RBI, decided to
defer further fame to his team-
mates in this game.

But the mix of veterans and
semi-veterans of the 15-0 Stage
House managed to share some-
what equally in the dishing out of
punishment on the stunned Elec-
tricians in what could have been
referred to as a “two-pen game”
to scorekeepers. Veteran Mark
Nies inflicted the most punish-
ment with six hits, five runs scored
and seven RBI in his six plate
appearances, which included a
three-run home run, a two-run
double and a double. Veteran Brian
Dayton found much success di-
rectly down the third baseline with
a pair of RBI singles and a double.
Jon Lehberger singled twice and
scored three times, and very vet-
eran, veteran John Palazzolo con-
tributed a single.

Todd Simo led the semi veter-
ans with five hits, including a solo
homer, five runs scored and four
RBI. Andrew Michinard pounded a
pair of singles, a double and a
triple, while scoring four runs and
added three RBI. PJ Dowling drilled
three one-run singles and an RBI
double, while scoring three times.
Tony Wargo whacked three singles

and a ground-rule double, while
scoring four runs and adding two
RBI. Scotty Savarese (RBI)
slapped four singles and scored
twice.

Not necessarily a rookie, steady
Rob Harder (2 runs scored, 2 RBI)
effortlessly lined five singles
through gaps between short and
second.

“He’s like a machine all the time,”
Palazzolo commented in the sev-
enth inning.

Mo Wright slashed two singles

and a double, scored once and
added five RBI. Also, young Ed
Zazzali, who arrived later in the
game, managed to contribute a
looping single and a run scored.

The Trinity Electricians finished
with 14 hits, and veteran John
Rubinetti, who scored once,
zapped the team’s only extra base
hit, a ground-rule double. Matt
Betau (run scored), Joe
Vanverbogart (RBI), Don Auriema
(RBI) and Frank Mastrocola added
some juice with a pair of singles

each. Tom Giannone (run scored),
Dan Clark, Don Metzger, Sean
Wessel and Westfield’s own Rob
Rowland each contributed a single.

The Stage House also settled
the Electricians with numerous
fine defensive plays. Lehberger
made several fine scoops at short-
stop, which resulted in putouts.
On the mound, Wright initiated a
second-to-first double play. He
also absorbed a hard liner. Sec-
ond baseman Simo sprinted to
mid right-centerfield to haul in a

fading fly ball, and third baseman
Dowling initiated a second-to-first
double play.

The Stage House men galloped
to an early lead with seven runs
on 10 hits in the bottom of the first
inning, which was highlighted by
Nies’ two-run double, Michinard’s
RBI triple to right-centerfield and
Wright’s two-run double to left.

“Let’s hit! All we got to do is hit,”
bellowed Betau as Trinity came to
the plate in the second.

The Electricians did manage to
plate two runs worth of current in
the second on Rubinetti’s RBI double
and Auriema’s RBI single. But the
Stage House responded convinc-
ingly with another six runs on seven
singles to seize a 13-2 lead.

“It usually takes us three to
warm up,” Mastrocola said as Trin-
ity marched to the plate in the
third.

But did he mean three innings or
three games?

While the Electricians remained
static at the plate, the Stage House
rolled with another five runs on
five hits, including Simo’s leadoff
solo blast, in the fourth.

Trinity did provide its last spark
with a run in the sixth when Betau
singled and later scored on
Vanverbogart’s bouncing single
past second, but the House men
quickly replied with three runs on
five hits.

Nies hammered his three-run
shot to highlight a six-run, six-hit
seventh then five more House-
men trampled the plate in the
eighth.

Dowling turned his second-to-
first double play in the ninth, and
Savarese turned off the Electric’s
light when he smothered a streak-
ing shot at first base.
Trinity Elec. 020 001 000 3
Stage House 760 503 65x 32

NIES RAPS HR, 6 HITS, 7 RBI; SIMO 5 HITS, HR, 4 RBI; WRIGHT 5 RBI, HARDER 5 HITS, 4 RUNS

Stage House Rage Ransacks Trinity Electric Men, 32-3

More photos – next page

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A STANDUP DOUBLE…Stage House slugger Mark Nies, right, slips into second with a standup double as Trinity’s Don
Auriema makes a tag. Nies went 6-for-6, with a three-run home run and a two-run double, and finished with seven RBI
in the Stage House’s 32-3 triumph over Trinity Electric at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on July 25.

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader

More photos
Click “Photo Library”

12jul25-st-ho-trinity
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Stage House Ransacks Trinity Electric, 32-3, in Scotch Plains League Semifinal Game 1
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By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Township Committee held a spe-
cial meeting Monday night to
award the contract for repairs,
renovations and alterations to
the lower portion of the munici-
pal building on Springfield Av-
enue, which was devastated by
Hurricane Irene last August. Of-
ficials also were supposed to
award a contract for clerk of the
works; however, the committee
immediately went into executive
session to discuss contractual
and personnel matters, which
lasted for over an hour.

When the meeting opened to
the public, Mayor David Robinson
said that eight bids were re-
ceived for the repairs. The lowest
responsible bidder, W.B. Snyder
Company, was awarded the con-
tract at the price of $1,870,000.

Mayor Robinson said the com-
mittee decided not to award a
contract for a clerk of the works
on the project. This is defined as
a person employed on a con-
struction site to represent the
client, in this case the Township
of Cranford, to verify that the
design brief and quality stan-
dards are complied with.

“The committee has decided
that we have enough qualified
people in Cranford who would be
willing to do the job at no cost,”
he said. The township commit-
tee has already voted to bond for
$3 million for the repairs. The
township also is expecting to re-
ceive money from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) and also from insurance.

In other business, Cranford ac-
tivist Rita LaBrutta asked Town-
ship Attorney Philip Morin what
happened to the motion by
Cranford Development Associ-

ates (CDA) to state Superior
Court Judge Lisa F. Chrystal to
hear a motion, tommorow, Au-
gust 3, in Superior Court in Eliza-
beth challenging the New Jersey
Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP), which is de-
manding CDA build up Birchwood
Avenue one foot above the 100-
year flood plain in order to obtain
necessary permits from the
NJDEP. Mr. Morin said the motion
was recalled by the CDA.

“Judge Chrystal said the mat-
ter can be heard by court-ap-
pointed hearing officer Judge
Douglas Wolfson at the Birchwood
site plan hearing,” Mr. Morin said.

He said the site plan hearing
will take place in Superior Court
on Wednesday and Thursday, Au-
gust 8 and 9, at 10 a.m. at the
Union County Courthouse, 2
Broad Street, Elizabeth. Ms.
LaBrutta then asked if the judge
has responded to Cranford’s re-

quest that the hearing be held in
September in Cranford.

Mr. Morin said Judge Chrystal
said she is deferring to Elizabeth
McKenzie, the Special Master,
who thinks that Elizabeth is a
better place for the hearing and
has better security and parking.
Mr. Morin said the hearing should
be guided by land use laws.

When asked if the Cranford
Planning Board would be part of
the hearing, Mayor Robinson re-
sponded, “No, this was taken
completely out of our hands; it’s
bizarre, and keeps getting more
bizarre!”

The next township committee
workshop meeting will be on
Monday, August 13, at 7:30
p.m. A conference and official
meeting will take place on Tues-
day, August 14, also at 7:30
p.m. and at the municipal build-
ing, located at 8 Springfield Av-
enue.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s zon-
ing board last Wednesday heard
testimony from a traffic engi-
neer, surveyor and planning ex-
pert, as well as some comments
and testimony from residents
concerning the Westfield Area “Y”
application for a conditional use
variance to relocate its Garwood-
based childcare to Washington
School, and to add a pre-school
and a small family fitness facility.
The application will continue on
Wednesday, August 15, with fi-
nal comments from residents
before the board makes a deci-
sion.

Traffic Engineer Joseph Staigar
assessed the impact on traffic
from the area. He said there are
minimal delays at the intersec-
tions by the school and relatively
light volume of traffic on the road-
ways there during peak traffic
hours, and he also said there was
more than sufficient parking on
the street.

John Carvin of Locust Avenue
said he felt the survey of 193
parking spaces in an area of nine
square blocks was unrealistic be-
cause users of the “Y” would want
to park close to the building. He
also said parking is heavy during
Little League, soccer and field-
hockey practices held in the fields
behind the school.

“The impact to people who live
in the immediate neighborhood is
going to be more severe than
what has been predicted. When
school traffic was there…people
would park in front of driveways,”
Mr. Carvin said.

Debbie Zenneario of Third Av-
enue, whose children attended
the ‘Y’ daycare at St. Paul’s Church
on Center Street, said, “…My ex-
periences are positive. I never
had a problem dropping off or
picking up at St. Paul’s. I never
had two or three parents standing

with me. I feel, as a Garwood
resident, why would we not em-
brace a new resource? … I under-
stand seven days a week; I get
that. You’re talking about a small
wellness center. The resources
are much more positive.”

Peter Steck, planning expert for
the “Y,” said, “In my opinion, it
has all the characteristics of an
inherently beneficial use.” He said
the “Y”’s use “advances public
welfare.”

“Can the applicant demonstrate
that this can be approved without
substantial detriment to the pub-
lic good?… In my opinion, the
board can comfortably make that
conclusion. The building is suited
for institutional uses. It is vacant
and is not good for the mainte-
nance of the building. This prop-
erty cannot be used by strictly
applying the standards because
no private use is permitted. It will
be brought back to life and still
have a community function, which
I assume Garwood residents will
take advantage of…,” Mr. Steck
said.

Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley read a statement
from the board of education (BOE)
supporting the application:

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
COOL...Residents in Cranford deal with the heat Friday at the municipal pool.

GARWOOD...Experts testify regard-
ing ‘Y’ variance proposal.

Garwood Hears Westfield Y’s
Variance Proposal for School

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Cranford Awards $1.9 M Contract
For Municipal Bld. Flood Repairs
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On August 8, 2012 Special Hear-
ing Officer Doug Wolfson will be
conducting hearings at the Union
County Courthouse concerning the
site plan submitted by the devel-
oper for the Birchwoood site. I will
not be attending in order to pro-
test the following:

First, I object to the consider-
ation of a site plan when the DEP
review required by the Court hasn’t
even been initiated. It is irrational
to proceed with site plan review
when DEP review is still pending.
Making the matter even worse is
the fact that the developer has
filed a motion to re-grade
(heighten) Birchwood Avenue.
This motion will not be heard until
after Mr. Wolfson’s hearing, and
consequently, site plan review will
be taking place with two open and
critical issues.

There is a right way, a logical
way, to do this review, and that is
for the DEP to first clarify and
decide what can take place at the
site, and then for the developer to
submit his plan. The Court’s deci-
sion to allow otherwise was based
on its acceptance of the

developer’s engineer that DEP ap-
proval was likely and feasible.
These assurances, however, have
turned out to be incorrect as the
problem with the Birchwood road-
way shows.

Second, I also object to the
timing of this review. Cranford
was given very little time to con-
sider this plan. Not only is it com-
plex and detailed, but the special
hearing officer directed that we
consider the site plan for 555
South Avenue at the same time.

This has also forced the town’s
professionals, and particularly its
engineer, to divert attention from
a host of other important projects
including the problems our levee
system, the Northeast Quadrant
project, the trees blocking the
river around Crane Parkway, the
Army Corps of Engineers’ study of
Cranford’s flooding problems, the
restoration of the ground floor of
the municipal building destroyed
during Hurricane Irene, an ongo-
ing problem with the infiltration of
our sewer system by storm water,
a proposed project to increase
floodwater capacity upstream on

Reporter Should Confine Quotes Only
From Those Knowing in Garwood

The article in The Westfield
Leader last week regarding
Garwood contains misleading
comments and inaccurate infor-
mation.

For starters, the sources of the
grants that Garwood has received
are not accurate — the names
are all twisted around. Also, it
says that Kathleen Villaggio was
part of the AFC (athletic field
committee) in the year 2000 —
the fact of the matter is there was
not any such committee at that
time. Mike Crincoli was mayor at
that time and introduced plans
for a possible community center.
His plan went nowhere for a year
or more, while back at the LL
field, the baseball folks were try-
ing to raise $$$ for another field/
batting cage since about 1997.
That is when it started, but not by
the mayor or council.

I was on council and served as
Buildings and Grounds Chair in
2000. Ms. Villaggio was on one of
the Board of Education’s “New
School” study committees at
about that time. Obviously the
reporter misunderstood.

Councilman Mathieu has been
quoted by the reporter using last
year’s department wish list as
though it is gospel for the here
and now — truth be told the
Finance Chair, Councilwoman
Todisco, told the reporter that
the committee was not at liberty
to discuss specific numbers or
items right now as decisions have
not been made and they, the
committee, are not yet making a
recommendation to the council.

And, it is noteworthy to point
out that the sidewalk-repair pro-
gram mentioned by Councilman
Mathieu has already been taken
care of a few months back, fi-
nanced and done. He knows this.
This is one example of the inac-

curate information the reporter
received.

The article gives the impression
that all of these items are prob-
ably on the agenda for this year,
especially naming the council-
man as the source. This kind of
reporting creates an unfair per-
ception for the public.

Mr. Mathieu is not on the Fi-
nance Committee, nor the Police
Contract Committee, nor the Ath-
letic Field Committee so he is not
informed enough to speak offi-
cially for the council on the cur-
rent status/details of these situ-
ations.

The reporter would do well to
confine the remarks she quotes
on sensitive issues to those com-
mittee chairs, the borough ad-
ministrator or myself for true and
accurate information.

Patricia Quattrocchi, Mayor
Borough of Garwood

Letters to the Editor
the Rahway River, a time sensi-
tive redesign of the North Avenue
train/bus station, a DEP required
remediation project, and the el-
evation of homes near the River
as part of a FEMA program.

I further object to the site of the
hearings. It would be one thing if
a good reason bad been given for
forcing our professionals and resi-
dents to go to Elizabeth. If one
has been given, I have not been
made aware of it. Nor has any
reason been given for the hasty
review of both the Birchwood and
555 South Avenue projects.

Third, these hearings are to re-
view the details of the develop-
ment. These details only clarify
and confirm the overriding fact
about this situation, namely, that
the Birchwood site is singularly ill
equipped to serve as a high-den-
sity residential zone.

The Court’s decision in this mat-
ter essentially limited the envi-
ronmental review to the DEP regu-
lations as they applied to the site,
rather than to the overall impact
of the site on a municipality with
existing and massive flooding
problems. As for public safety
there was virtually no realistic
consideration of this essential fac-
tor.

However, the Special Hearing
Officer does not have the ability to
reconsider the use of this site for
high-density use because of ei-
ther the environmental hazards
or the public safety problems.
Instead his hearings will be lim-
ited to fine tuning some of its
details; and in the process, pro-
viding this matter a superficial
gloss of legitimacy that it no way
deserves.

This is too sensitive an area,
with too many problems, for this
kind of treatment.

Kevin Campbell
Cranford

Why Is Hearing Being Conducted On Birchwood Before
Department of Environmental Protection Review?

“…The five-year lease agreement
allows the BOE to retain owner-
ship in the event of future enroll-
ment increases, with the ability to
generate revenue.

“Additionally, the ‘Y’ will provide
the community with enhanced
childcare and recreational oppor-
tunities, not only for the youth of
the community, but for our se-
niors as well…

“We don’t want the site to be-
come run down and unsightly,
thereby deteriorating the value of
the surrounding homes, but a
vacant building poses many chal-
lenges…,” Ms. Quigley said.

Resident Kerry Malone of Beech
Avenue said, “It isn’t the usage
we are upset about. What is both-

ering us is the weekend, the nights
until 9 p.m. There are no days off.
Parking and safety is an issue.”

Surveyor James Watson also
showed plans for the signage and
its lighting, as well as for the new
playground.

The 35-foot by 35-foot play-
ground area would be located in
front of the school, near Beech
Street. The location was moved
from the last meeting because
the “Y” did not want to block the
front windows. The playground
would be a single structure with a
double swirl slide, a single slide, a
conical climber, steps and chimes.

There were plans for two, LED
lighted signs. One freestanding
sign, measuring 36.75 inches wide

by 43.5 inches high, would be
lighted from the top, shining down-
ward. The PVC vinyl sign would be
84 inches from the sidewalk and
adjacent to the front walk. The
second sign would be a wall sign
with a gooseneck angle light, wall
mounted in the rear of the build-
ing near Beech Street.

Mr. Watson also discussed the
floor plan. The four classrooms
have a maximum occupancy of
20, 25, 25 and 20 people in each
of the classrooms. He also said
the “Y” plans to remove a couple
of walls on the first floor in order
to have a fitness area. The total
occupation of the building is 561
people, based on building codes,
he said.

Another Letter – Page 11

Garwood Hears WF Y’s Varience Proposal for School
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EFG Names Linken
Educator of the Year

GARWOOD – The Education
Foundation (EFG) of Garwood
named Heather S. Linken, (Née
Furstenburg), Educator of the
Year at its annual EFG Apprecia-
tion Dinner held April 26 at The
Westwood in Garwood.

Heather grew up on Myrtle Av-
enue in Garwood. She started her
life at Garwood Public Schools when
she was in kindergarten herself
with Mrs. Coles as her teacher.
She has come full circle as she is
now the teacher of her own kinder-
garten class in Garwood.

Heather eventually graduated
from eighth grade at Lincoln
School in 1991 as a cheerleader,
choir member, a gifted and tal-
ented art and music student, a
softball player and the lead in her
eighth grade play under the di-
rection of Mrs. Modero.

Heather started her high school
career at David Brearley Regional
High School in Kenilworth, but
after the regional system dis-
solved and Brearley closed,
Heather graduated in 1995 from
Jonathan Dayton High School in
Springfield.

In high school, Heather contin-
ued to pursue the same extracur-
ricular activities, but her favorite
was always the stage. Every sum-
mer since Heather was 13 years
old; she worked as a camp coun-
selor at Featherbed Lane Day
Camp in Clark. Heather cites that
job as the foundation for her
decision to pursue elementary
education as her future career.

Heather attended college at East

Stroudsburg University in Penn-
sylvania. She declared elemen-
tary education as a major, but
she never gave up the stage as
she declared theater as a minor
and continued to perform
throughout her college years.

Heather’s first teaching job was
in Springfield as a third grade
teacher and supervisor of a the-
ater club. She then taught at a
private preschool for a year until
she came back to Garwood teach-
ing second grade and directing
the eighth grade musical. Since
then, Heather has taught first
grade, basic skills, and has
coached the girls’ softball team.

Almost ten years later, Heather
is now teaching kindergarten and
hosts the annual PTA variety
show. She is married to Jonathan
Linken and resides in Clark.
Heather and her husband have
three children. Ross, Sydney and
Cole are Heather’s main inspira-
tion to be the most effective
teacher possible.

It is important to Mrs. Linken
that her students learn to see
their own potential academically
as well as personally. “If school
can be filled with meaningful ex-
periences, combined with oppor-
tunities to feel important and
successful, students will have the
foundation they need to achieve
their goals in life. I would like to
thank my amazing support sys-
tem at home and at school.
Thanks to my family and friends
along the way who have made
me who am today,” Heather said.

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Democratic Committee has an-
nounced that William Nierstedt
and Ann Palmer are their Demo-
cratic candidates for council in
2012. Ms. Palmer will take the
place of Michael Wilson who
stepped down after the Primary
Election for personal reasons.

“Bill and Ann have a positive
vision for the future of Garwood
because they combine a fresh
perspective with their knowledge
of the town. They will be open,
and honest, and will work with
residents and fellow council mem-
bers on any issue that is of con-
cern. They believe in fiscal re-
sponsibility while enhancing and
maintaining the current level of
services for Garwood,” accord-
ing to a press release from the
Garwood Democrats.

“The candidates understand
how important it is to keep the
lines of communication open with
residents, and will really listen
to concerns, and work to find
solutions. Bill and Ann pledge to
work as a team with all agen-
cies, departments, and commit-
tees to evaluate and improve
the services within Garwood.
They want to bring stability and
professionalism back to
Garwood’s government.

As Garwood pursues new de-
velopment projects, the candi-
dates said they want to maintain
Garwood’s small town charm.
They said their objectivity is
needed to balance development
with the small town atmosphere
while increasing Garwood’s rat-
able tax base, which they said
would benefit all of the resi-
dents.

“Bill and Ann are not only look-
ing to the future, but are focused
on current issues facing Garwood.
Their motto of ‘Accomplished Past
– Prepared for the Future’ is more
than just a motto; it is their
promise to residents that they
will do their best to promote and
follow through with progress in

Garwood,” according to the
Garwood Democrats.

Mr. Nierstedt served on the
planning board, board of educa-
tion, and the Education Founda-
tion of Garwood and Ms. Palmer

North Union Avenue and Spring-
field Avenue.  The free nation-
wide event is designed to pro-
mote crime prevention aware-
ness.  It also allows the public to
interact with members of the
police department and obtain in-
formation about the department's
many programs.

There will be displays of police
vehicles, including a police car,
zodiac boat, motorcycle, and
emergency service unit.  A DJ,
face painter, and magician will be
on hand to entertain.  Robert
Wood Johnson Hospital and the
Westfield Area “Y” will be hand-
ing out literature and giveaways.
The Cranford Taekwondo Center
will be putting on a free demon-
stration.  For the fourth year in a
row, a blood drive will also be
held.  This year the drive is being
held to celebrate all that’s great
about Cranford since the devas-
tation left by Hurricane Irene.
Members of the Cranford PBA No.
52 will be on hand to give out free
Italian ices to all in attendance.

In Springfield, the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders,  De-
partment of Parks & Community
Renewal and its partners in law
enforcement and emergency man-
agement will mark  National Night
Out  at Meisel Park in Springfield.

The evening begins at 6 p.m.
with National Night Out activi-
ties, featuring local first respond-
ers and their emergency vehicles,
plus live demonstrations by Union
County Police, S.W.A.T., Bomb
Squad officers and other public
safety personnel. There also will
be free refreshments and other
activities, including children’s fin-
gerprinting; live music at 8 p.m.
by a young local band, The
Grickenz; and a showing of the
concert film, “Justin Bieber: Never
Say Never.”

Fanwood’s National Night Out
will  be held between 7 and 8:30
p.m. at LaGrande Park. There will
be free food, games, prizes and a
movie, Dolphin Tale, in the Park
starting at dusk.

Cr Sets ‘National Night Out’
CRANFORD – The Cranford Po-

lice Department will be partici-
pating in the 29th Annual Na-
tional Night Out this Tuesday,
August 7, from 6 to 9 p.m. near
the Gazebo at the intersection of

served on the board of education
for seven years, two years as
president, and is a former mem-
ber of the Garwood PTA and the
Education Foundation of
Garwood.

Gwd Dems Announce 2012 Campaign Goals

GW Dem Candidates
Contend Photo Caption
We are extremely disappointed

with the July 26 Westfield Leader
caption which distorted the most
recent Garwood Borough Council
meeting discussion on the
Garwood Athletic Field Complex.
The editor wrote about residents
who ‘packed’ the meeting ‘to ex-
press their disapproval’ of the
project bond. The caption states
“They argued against undertak-
ing more debt and that the project
only benefits a few… ‘Neverthe-
less’… the editor wrote, ‘the Coun-
cil… voted to proceed.’ A reader
would be led to believe that every
person in the picture was against
the project. Contrary to the editor’s
words, however, I wish to report
to him that there was a sizable
resident contingent present who
support the project and the
Council’s vote. In fact, the speaker
in the picture – Mr. John Conlin –
was speaking in favor of the com-
plex, and there were many other
residents present who also spoke
in favor of it. We are strong sup-
porters of the “Fourth Estate” and
look forward to a positive rela-
tionship during our campaign. We
believe, however, that The
Westfield Leader editor owes the
Garwood residents who support
the Garwood Athletic Field Com-
plex an apology, or at least more
truthfulness in reporting in the
future.

Bill Nierstedt
Ann Palmer

DEM Candidates
For Garwood Council

A Letter to the Editor


