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Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Top teams from North and Cen-
tral New Jersey converged on
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
and proceeded to break 15 meet
records at the Blue Devil Classic
Relays on April 21. The Union
Catholic Viking boys broke three
meet records and the Cranford
Cougar girls broke one meet
record.

Vikings Andrew Ghizzone (1200
meters), Mike DeAngelis (400),
Kenny Evely (800) and Allen Eke
(1600) broke Westfield’s 1996
meet record of 10:26.8 in the
distance medley relay (DMR) with
a time of 10:18.16. Blue Devils
Matt Luppino, Alex Hay, Kevin
Ingram and Jack Leahy finished
second at 10:32.86.

Eke had a substantial lead when
he got the baton from Evely, so
Leahy’s chances to catch him
were slim. Eke ran his leg in
4:17.3

“My coach told me to try to
close it on the first lap. I went out
in at 61. I like taking out the mile
fast but not that fast. I like to feel
the pain, but I didn’t do that
well,” Leahy said.

“We were happy he was out
front. He wanted to run like 4:12
or 4:13, but he was way out
there. He doesn’t run that many
miles, so for him to be in front
and not chasing guys was a little
different. Overall, our leadoff was
first. He ran 3:09. Our 400 leg

ran 48.8, and we had a 2:01 in
our 8[00 leg]. We had the meet
record by about nine seconds, so
we are happy with it,” Viking
Head Coach Mike McCabe said.

DeAngelis, Darryl Costello, Oba
Animashaun and Eke broke the
meet record in the 4x400 at
3:20.03. The former record of

3:20.9 was set by Rahway in
2009. Blue Devils Jake Vergara,
Hay, Rob Ciardullo and Jason
Isbit crossed fourth at 3:27.82.

Animashaun, Taylor McLaughlin
and Zach Ghizzone at 2:51.34 in
the intermediate hurdles broke
the meet record of 2:57.94 set
by Union last year. Blue Devils

Chris Jimenez, Mike DePaolo and
John Stelmach crossed fourth at
3:01.89. Cougars Chris Witwick,
Dan VanOstenbridge and James

Budries crossed sixth at 3:04.15,
followed by Raiders Quincy
Sanchez, Zach Brencsons and
Antonio Casterlow, who had a
fine time of 57.49.

“He wanted to get down to run-
ning close to 58. He said, ‘Coach
I can go faster than that, and he
dropped down to 57. He has been

working really hard all year. I’m
happy. He’s happy,” Raider Head
Coach Rich McGriff said.

“I remember last year, the per-
son who won states ran a 56, so
I took a lot off in a space of three
weeks, so I have a lot of time to

get my time down. I hope I can
get 55,” Casterlow said.

DePaolo with a height of 6-2
(tied for best height) and DeClan
Fitzmaurice placed third in the
high jump with a total height of
11-10. Jimenez with a leap of 20-
10.25 and Fitzmaurice placed fifth
in the long jump with a distance of
40-3. On April 10, Jimenez had a
personal-best (PB) leap of 22 feet
in the event, nearly nine inches
better than his previous PB.

“I had a good tailwind and I had
a good pop. Everything felt per-
fect. Last night I was dreaming I
was looking at videos until 11:30
of just long jumps to prepare my
self,” Jimenez said.

Cougars Adham McGuire with a
leap of 42-8.5 and Reggie Green
at 40-8 placed third in the triple
jump with a distance of 83.45,
followed by Fitzmaurice (41-4.5)
and DePaolo (40-7) at 81-11.5.
Although he has the school in-
door record, McGuire’s leap was
just a half an inch less than
Green’s Cranford High School
outdoor record leap of 42-9.

“Last year, Reggie jumped 42-
9. At the group meet, Adham
went 42-8.5 and was disap-
pointed. Although he qualified

GRANT, HUNTER BREAK TJ RECORD; WF BOYS WIN PV; GIRLS JAVELIN; SPF GIRLS WIN SMR

Meet Records Get Shattered at Blue Devil Classic Relays

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SHATTERING ANOTHER RECORD…Cougar Bryanna Grant, pictured, and teammate Regine Hunter broke the meet
record in the triple jump at the Blue Devil Classic Relays at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on April 19.

More photos on “Photo Library”

12apr19-bl-dev-relays

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-2  Thursday, April 26, 2012

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Fifteen Records Get Shattered at Blue Devil Classic Track & Field Relays
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

for Meet of Champs, he wanted
that record. Indoors, Adham goes
and jumps 43-9 for our indoor
school record. Today, he gets a
42-8.5 and he says, ‘I still can’t
get that record.’ And Reggie has
a big smile, pumping his fist, ”

Cougar Head Coach Peter Kane
explained.

“We always compete. He pushes
me. I will definitely get back
there,” McGuire said.

“I always like having my record,
but Adham and I always like to

compete. If he gets the record,
it’s fine, because we always battle
with each other. One thing, I have
one more year, so I can come
back and get it,” Green said.

Blue Devils Peter Fagan with
the top height of 14 feet and John
Stelmach took top honors in the
pole vault with a height of 26-6.
Cougars Pat Lynch (13-6 – sec-
ond best) and Mike Helmstetter
placed third at 24-6, and Raiders
Joe Desiato and Mike Carlos tied
for sixth at 19-0.

Blue Devils Brendan Dugan,
Ciardullo, Kyle Star and Vergara
crossed fourth in the 4x100 at
43.5.

“Our handoffs were really
smooth. It looks like the times
were really well. We wanted to
get in the low 43’s today, be-
cause we have Penn [Relays]
coming up next weekend, so we
wanted to see how well we could
do,” Dugan said.

The same foursome also fin-
ished seventh in the 4x200 with a
time of 1:31.64. Blue Devils John
Kirna, Dan Luzzi, Isbit and Ingram
finished fourth in the 4x800 at
8:09.4. Raider Billy Castore with
a shove of 49-8 (second best)
and James Kaiser took fourth in
the shot put with a distance of 90-
2. Cougars McGuire and Rob
Kessler placed fifth in the javelin
with a distance of 278-9.

In the girls events, Cougar
Bryanna Grant (37.5.5) and
Regine Hunter (35-11.75) broke
the Cougars’ own meet record of
67-10.75 (2011) in the triple
jump by combining for a distance
of 73-5.25. The Cougars also
have Gillian Burke when the event
requires a threesome.

“We are lucky to have three,
and the biggest part in the equa-
tion is during April, a lot of these
relays are only two-man relays,
so I have to keep circulating one
in and one out. On their first
attempt here, Bry and Regine had
broken the meet record that Bry

and Burke held, and they still had
two jumps each. It’s fun to have
all three at counties. We are very
excited for that,” Coach Kane said.

“My first jump was only 36, but
we beat the meet record. I
jumped a 37 on the second one.
Regine did good too,” Grant said.

Grant’s personal best was 39-9
so she is just three inches shy of
the magic mark of 40 feet.

“If I could jump 40, that would
be great, but I want to jump 39
again, so I can get used to it
outdoors,” Grant said.

Coach Kane added, “That’s all
the talk! That’s all the talk! 40!
40!”

Raiders Christine Miklas and
Leah Salituro placed sixth in the
triple jump with a distance of 65-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cougar Reggie Green – Triple jump

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SPF Raider Antonio Casterlow – Intermediate Hurdles

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil Mike DePaolo – High jump

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devils Kevin Ingram & Jason Isbit – 4x800
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Fifteen Records Get Shattered at Blue Devil Classic Track & Field Relays
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1. Blue Devils Mai Devin and Alex
Karpadia took fourth in the pole
vault with a height of 16-0.

Blue Devils Meghan Reilly (113-
11 – third best) and Christina
Mosco took top honors in the
javelin with a distance of 212-7.
Raiders Sam Renfree (117-8 –

second best) and Lia Gordon took
fifth at 173-0. Cougar Kristen
VanBenschoten (107.5 – second
best) and Summer Kortbaoui took
second in the discus with a dis-
tance of 189-1. VanBenschoten
with the best toss of 34-11.75
and Kortbaoui took second in the

shot put with a distance of 82-
11.25. Raiders Renfree and Gor-
don took sixth at 60-2.

Raiders Justine Valdes, Devora
Ward, Dariana Devore and Erin
Pierce took first in the sprint
medley relay with a time of
4:16.64. Blue Devils Kaitlyn
Johnson, Lily Burtness, Emily
McBain and Johanna Mermer fin-
ished second in the DMR at
13:03.6. Cougars Megan Byrnes,
Jenna Ellenbacher, Keara Reilly
and Katia Oltmann finished sev-
enth at 13:22.58. Johnson,
Amanda Marcotullio, Ellie Callinan
and McBain crossed third in the
4x800 at 9:58.28. Burtness,
Gabby Stravach, Lauren
Schmeider and Mermer crossed
eighth at 10:25.8.

Cougars Rebecca Shimonov,
Hunter, Megan Schetelich and
Grant finished second in the
shuttle hurdles at 1:04.5, fol-
lowed by Raiders Salituro, Kaitlyn
Reilly, Najla Gilliam and Miklas at
1:07.05. Shimonov, Laura Van
Horn and Schetelich finished
fourth in the 400 hurdles at
3:31.15. Raiders Amber
Simmons, Ward, Christine
Charles and DeVore took fifth in
the 4x200 at 1:46.88. Simmons,
Ward, Charles and DeVore
crossed sixth in the 4x100 at
50.72, followed by Cougars
Ashley McGuire, Hunter,
Shimonov and Van Horn at 51.05.

MEET RECORDS BOYS
4x400: Union Catholic (DeAngelis,
Costello, Animishaun, Eke) 3:20.03
4x800: Piscataway (Marcus Hatchett,
Josh Kumat, Lance Weaver, Tim Ball)
7:55.46
DMR: UC (Ghizzone, DeAngelis, Evely,
Eke) 10:18.16
Shuttle Hurdles: Franklin (Devon
Jefferson, Marquis Harris, Markim
Ottley, Yakubu Ibrahim) 59.8
4x400H: UC (Animashaun, McLaughlin,
Z. Ghizzone) 2:51.34
Long Jump: Sayreville (Emeka Eze,
Dan Saxson) 42-10.5
Triple Jump: Sayreville (Eze, Myles
Hartsfield) 89-5.5

MEET RECORDS GIRLS
4x100: Union (Haisha Bisilo, Fatimat
Ayinde, Ennica Jacob, Jen Edobi) 48.48
4x200: Union (same as above) 1:40.88
4x400: Union (same as above) 4:00.11
Shuttle Hurdles: Franklin (Opeyemi
Osentuyi, Ashley Robinson, Aamira
Muse, Danielle Delgado) 1:02.28

400H: Howell (Kendal Hand, Becky Adu,
Aly Moreland) 3:24.39
High Jump: Franklin (Kyaira Wright-
Harmon, Raven Thompson) 10-8
Long Jump: UC (Morgan McLaughlin,
Jasmine Holder) 33-1
Triple Jump: Cranford (Grant, Hunter)
73-5.25

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cougar Adham McGuire – Triple jump

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union Catholic Viking Allen Eke– 4x800. DMR, 4x400David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil Sophia DeVita – Relays – Triple Jump

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil Jack Leahy – Anchor Distance Medley Relay
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By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

An explosive hitting lineup and
effective pitching showcased the
strengths of the Cranford High
School girls’ softball team when it
scored eight runs in the first in-
ning to earn a 12-4 victory over
Westfield in Westfield on April 19.

“We knew that we had to hit the
ball. We knew they were going to
play their outfield really deep,
and we were thinking we would
be able to take some extra bases
here and there, but we were
fortunate. The girls had some-
thing that they wanted to prove
to themselves; that they were
the team that they keep talking
about and want to be, so they
made a little bit of a statement
today. My team played really
well today,” said Cranford coach
Bob Bruno.

Julie Saragusa belted two home
runs and had four RBI in her four
plate appearances. On the
mound, she yielded three earned
runs on 12 hits, retired four bat-
ters and walked one. Melissa
Moreno also went 3-for-4, in-
cluding a two-run homer and an
RBI single. Stephanie Bagniewski
banged a two-run single, and
Allison Verrelli had a double and
a RBI bunt single. Izzy Acton and
Jess Casale each had two hits
and an RBI to lead the Cougars’
14-hit attack.

Blue Devil pitcher Shannon
Schaefer yielded eight runs in
the first inning but regained her
control through the following five
innings. Schaefer, who led the
Blue Devils’ 12-hit offense, pow-
ered three hits and two RBI.
Natalie Tupper whacked an RBI
single, and Julia Criscuolo pro-
vided a run. Chrissy Ferraro,

Elena Scarano and Audrey
Peterson each contributed two
hits.

The 6-1 Cougars set the stage
with eight runs on a six-hit as-
sault in the first inning, high-
lighted by Bagniewski’s two-run
RBI single, Casale’s RBI single
and Saragusa’s two-run blast to
deep centerfield.

“I think all the credit goes to
Cranford today. From the first
pitch of the game, we were on
our heels, and they put us there.
They pitched to us great, she

was throwing strikes; they put
the ball in play and put us on our
heels and that’s not a comfort-
able way to play a game. Laying
down a couple of bunts, we’re
not expecting it, and all of a
sudden you have a couple of runs
on the board and we’re in trouble.
Today, they were definitely bet-
ter than us, but I think we can
hang with them in the future,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Caitlin
McDonald.

The 9-2 Blue Devils scored a
run in the second. Peterson

tapped a single, dashed to sec-
ond, moved to third and scored
on Tupper’s single into
centerfield. In the third, after a
brilliant double play by Schaefer,
Peterson and Scarano (1-3-5),
the Cougars did add a run to their
total on Casale’s bunt single, sto-
len base and Saragusa’s single.

The Blue Devil bats sparked
two runs in the bottom of the
inning to make the score 9-3.
Cali Chambliss and Ferraro each
tapped singles, Schaefer followed
with an RBI single, and Criscuolo

lofted an RBI sacrifice fly ball.
Cougar sophomore centerfielder
Casale made a big defensive play
with Blue Devils manning second
and third.

“I don’t know if it even would be
noticed. It was a little kind dink
over the infield. She made it look
really easy; came up throwing
the ball home for the out,” Coach
Bruno said.

The Blue Devil defense also
held tight in the fourth when
catcher Elizabeth Fox nailed a
Cougar heading to second.

“Our defense largely was good.
First inning, they put down a
couple of real nice bunts and made
us panic and again, that’s part of
putting us on our heels. As far a s
all the routine plays, we made
them, made a couple of exciting
plays, especially Julia’s (Criscuolo)
play catching that line drive at
second. That was awesome! Sara
Seitz made a nice catch in left and
Aditi Jain a nice catch in right, but
it all comes back to that first
inning. We are going to have to
learn to not see as many strikes,
be a little more aggressive.” Coach
McDonald said.

Three Cougars streaked across
the plate in the sixth. Saragusa
strolled to the plate and un-
leashed a solo blast to deep
centerfield. Emily Snyder slashed
a single followed by Moreno’s
two-run homer to centerfield.

“We try and take advantage of
what another team’s weakness
is or what we may perceive what
a weakness is. We saw some
things and we took advantage
and the kids did exactly what we
practiced yesterday, and I think
now when we go to practice,
they’ll take practice a little more
serious, so we did a great job,”
Coach Bruno said.
Cranford 801 003 0 12
Westfield 012 000 1 4

SIRAGUSA BLASTS TWO HOME RUNS, MORENO BANGS HOMER, SCHAEFER GETS TWO RBI

Cougars Plate Eight in 1st, Rap Softball Blue Devils, 12-4

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AWAITING THE THROW…Cougar catcher Melissa Moreno prepares to catch the ball as Blue Devil Chrissy Ferraro,
No. 16, slides home to score. The Cougars defeated Westfield, 12-4, in Westfield.

Story on page 15

of The Westfield Leader

More photos on “Photo Library”

12apr17-wf-cr-soft
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Rebecca Roman, a senior captain on the varsity lacrosse team, is leading the Cougars in points this season. She has 30 goals and 7 assists and averages 3 goals a
game. Ryan Williamson, a junior on the varsity baseball team, was the winning pitcher against Delbarton this past weekend. He pitched a five-inning shutout and went 3-for-3 with a double and two singles.
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil unanimously voted Tuesday to
approve a resolution to establish a
compensation review procedure
for the purposes of determining
salaries and wages for full-time
employees of the borough who
are not the members of any em-
ployee bargaining unit, are not
afforded compensation protection
by law, and whose compensation
is solely with the discretion of the
mayor and council.

Under the resolution, each de-
partment head within police, pub-
lic works and administration are
charged with the responsibility for
the annual evaluation of their re-
spective employees’ performance
and  recommending appropriate
salary adjustments. The mayor
and council would have the final
vote in determining the percent-
age increase in compensation.

Three residents of The Pointe, a
newly built condominium com-
plex located along North Avenue
in the borough, voiced their op-
position to The Pointe residents
paying what they said is double
the taxes than the average tax-
payer in the borough.

Christine Spear, a resident of
The Pointe, said, “I, too, would
like to express my displeasure of
the unfair taxes imposed on us for
services we do not receive —
snow removal in particular is one
example. We are paying twice
through our taxes and again be-
cause we are required to have
private snow removal.”

The borough is currently in liti-
gation with The Pointe about the
costs associated with snow re-
moval and other related services.

Carl Teschke, who lives with his
wife, Olga, at The Pointe, said,
“We have meetings with upwards
of 60 to 65 people — every meet-
ing you hear about taxes, taxes,
taxes. We have about 44 units
over there, and eight are paying

about $14,000 [as] they have
larger units, the rest of us we’re
paying $12,000. We have a lot of
seniors over there, and we have
super seniors. They are not work-
ing people over there. … You guys
got jobs and income and I dare
say if I ask you, none of you are
paying $12,000, $14,000 for your
taxes. I think you ought to give us
consideration, it is just not fair.”

Resident Tom Pedas, who spoke
at the last borough meeting, also
spoke up again, asking that taxes
for The Pointe residents be re-
duced by half.

Resident Bruce Paterson told The
Westfield Leader that he filed a
notification with the borough clerk
on Tuesday to begin a recall peti-
tion for Councilman James
Mathieu’s council seat. Mr. Pater-
son first announced his intention
in a statement to the mayor and
council at the end of February that
he may begin filing for a recall on
Councilman Mathieu’s seat as a
result of a lawsuit filed by Borough
Clerk Christina Ariemma against
Mr. Mathieu, the mayor and bor-
ough council that claims she has
been harassed and intimidated by
Mr. Mathieu and was denied raises
the last two years as retaliation for
being a whistleblower.

As part of the consent agenda,
the council also unanimously
voted to approve a resolution to
amend the purchasing and pro-
cedures manual, as well as a reso-
lution to authorize an agreement
with JEN Electric for annual pre-
ventative maintenance on two
traffic signals at an annual cost
not to exceed $600 per light.

A resolution that would urge the
State Legislature to approve Re-
publican bill, A-2454, which would
alter eligibility requirements for
unemployment insurance for sea-
sonal public entity workers, was
tabled. During the workshop
meeting, Council President Keith
Sluka said the bill was to be
amended to say it would apply to

*** Garwood Sets Salary Review, Hears Tax Complaints ***
anyone who works 36 weeks or
under, and would include school
workers. He said school cross-
ing guards work 36 weeks and
would be affected by the bill.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco
said the police committee have
been reviewing the issue and
would have a recommendation
by the next council meeting.

During the March 27 council
meeting, the crossing guards
approached the mayor and coun-
cil about their displeasure of the

possibility of losing their unem-
ployment benefits. At that meet-
ing, Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
stated that the current state law
considers crossing guards part-
time employees, not seasonal
workers, and said, “For me, noth-
ing will change until the laws of
the State of New Jersey change.”

“Again, they are in the
crosshairs,” said Bruce Paterson
regarding the crossing guards.
Should  the bill become law, he
asked the council to consider

taking $5,000 to $10,000 of the
$22,000 it would save by not
having to pay into the unemploy-
ment fund for crossing guards,
and give it back in the form of a
raise to the crossing guards.

Also, during the workshop ses-
sion, Ms. Todisco asked the mayor
to consider having the borough
council attend Union County free-
holder meetings, suggesting the
councilpersons rotate, with each
council person responsible for
attending two meetings a year.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township
committee, under protest, voted
on Tuesday to introduce a court-
ordered ordinance that will for-
mally permit the Birchwood Av-
enue property to include multi-
family affordable housing.

The ordinance, which will be
voted on after a public hearing
on Tuesday, May 22, is part of
the township’s compliance with
a state Superior Court Judge’s
December order allowing
Paramus-based S. Hekemian
Group, which owns the prop-
erty, to move forward with its
plans to build 360 housing units.
Township Attorney Phil Morin
said at the committee’s meeting
this week that the ordinance
was being introduced “under
protest,” a formal designation
allowing town governments
“saddled” with what he said were
“adverse” affordable-housing
obligations to legally register
their objections.

The four township committee
members in attendance – Mayor
David Robinson was absent – did
not speak in detail about the
ordinance, with Commissioners
Lisa Adubato Nesi and Edward
O’Malley both simply voting to

approve the ordinance’s intro-
duction “under protest.” Deputy
Mayor Andis Kalnins, when asked
for his vote, said, “Unfortunately,
yes.” Commissioner Kevin
Campbell voted for its introduc-
tion, but said he had “serious
doubts” if the ordinance is in
compliance with the goals of the
municipal land use laws.

The planning board early next
month is set to adopt similar
changes to the township master
plan – again, under a court or-
der, and again, according to Mr.
Morin, under protest. He said
that once the township commit-
tee formally passes the ordinance
on Tuesday, May 22, the court
would issue a formal judgment of
compliance. Then, he said, the
township can file an appeal of the
court’s decision. In the mean-
time, the township will continue
to actively oppose Hekemian’s
permit applications with the state
Department of Environmental
Protection based on what Mr.
Morin said were a “multitude of
issues,” including flooding im-
pact issues.

Work continues on the
township’s $33.7-million budget
for 2012, and Deputy Mayor
Kalnins said that at the
committee’s Tuesday, May 8

meeting, several amendments
will be offered, including one to
add a new line of revenue from
the Cranford Crossing PILOT
(Payment-in-Lieu-of-Taxes) pro-
gram that “will ease the tax bur-
den” a bit. He said some added
appropriations would be neces-
sary this year for renovations to
the lower level of the storm-
damaged municipal building. Mr.
Kalnins also said that for the first
time since 2008, township su-
pervisors would receive a salary
increase of 2 percent.
The $33.7-million spending plan
was introduced two weeks ago,
but a formal public hearing and
vote will not occur until June to
allow the governing body time
to make changes and to await
final state aid figures.
The public hearing and vote on
the ordinance regulating the
feeding of wildlife on public and
private property will be held at
the committee’s May 8 meeting.
Two weeks ago, the committee
approved an amendment to ad-
dress concerns that had been
raised about the scope of the
proposed restrictions, with some
residents worrying that even the
feeding of birds would result in
penalties.

Cranford Committee Unveils Birchwood Ord.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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A Letter to the Editor
County Should Cut Patronage Jobs,
Not Runnells, Soc. Services Workers
Despite the county budget

climbing to just a shade under a
half a billion dollars, the county is
laying off approximately 10 per-
cent of their workforce. This does
not include even one over-paid,
un-needed patronage job. In fact,
politically connected employees
were given generous raises in
January.

Freeholder Estrada stated at
the last freeholder meeting, “I
am amazed that people who sit
here week after week who con-
sistently complain about A, B,
and C are not the first ones out
here saying how great it is….we’re
reducing the workforce by 10
percent. That’s what they’ve been
asking for months, years.”

I have never heard a citizen call
for in the last few “months, years”
for a 10 percent reduction in
Runnells or Social Service em-
ployees, which the county is now
doing while keeping all highly
paid, upper management posi-
tions at Runnells along with their
perks. Reducing patronage jobs
and nepotism – yes. Not handing

out raises to the politically con-
nected – yes. Not creating new
management positions for the
politically connected – yes. Have
the Union County Democratic
Committee chairman show up at
a county facility to earn her
$147,712 county paycheck – yes.
Reducing the millions to politi-
cally connected law firms – yes.
Cutting out catered freeholder
meetings – yes. Ending Musicfest
– yes. Not buying fireplace tiles
for $9,975 – yes. Disbanding the
million-dollar public information
department – yes. Consolidating
their three law enforcement de-
partments – yes. ……

I could fill the space of this
entire newspaper with the re-
quests citizens have made for
Union County government to get
their finances under control for
months, years. The unaccount-
ability of freeholders and their
outright lies would be sprinkled
throughout.

Tina Renna, President
UC Watchdog Assoc.

and James Power will present their
film, A lesson in A Cappella, also
at 7 p.m. This one-hour docu-
mentary will demonstrate how
this type of music played a crucial
role in the development of popu-
lar music, yet has not received
the accolades it deserves.

After the screening, Mr. Lewis
and Mr. Power will be present to
talk about why they made the film
and why they feel this musical art
form is so important to the music
industry.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE. Students, some accompanied by their tuition-
paying parents, came out on Tuesday evening for a college fair at Cranford High
School. More than two dozen colleges and university, ranging from Rutgers and
William Paterson to UMass Amherst and University of Delaware took part.

UCC Cranford to Host
Job Fair on Sat., May 2

CRANFORD – Companies in the
transportation, logistics and dis-
tribution industry are invited to
recruit at Union County College’s
Job Fair scheduled for Wednes-
day, May 2, from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m., in the Victor M. Richel Stu-
dent Commons on the College’s
Cranford Campus. Over 65 em-
ployers attended last year’s job
fair.

Union County College is hosting
this Job Fair in cooperation with
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, the New Jersey TLD
Talent Network and the Union
County Workforce Investment
Board. The following companies
will be present at this year’s fair:
AT&T Mobility, Avon, Aflac,
Westfield Y, Primerica, Edward
Jones Investment, Life Station,
Inc., Corbin Exterminating, Cintas,
Port Logistics, New Century Trans-

port, New Jersey Transit, Smith
and Solomon, A. Diue Pyle, and
Wakefern Inc. The event will be
open to all job seekers, not only
Union County College students.
That means professionals in TLD
or other industries with skills
transferable to TLD jobs as well
as entry-level candidates will be
able to attend. In addition, rep-
resentatives from the Union
County One Stop Career Center
will be available to discuss em-
ployer incentives and programs.

Companies interested in host-
ing a table for recruitment may
obtain a registration form by
sending an e-mail to Nancy
Toomey at Toomey@ucc.edu or
calling (908) 527-7207 to re-
quest a form via mail. For more
information, visit www.ucc.edu/
go/ibi and look for the link to TLD
Event News.

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library, located at 411 Third
Avenue, will hold two musical
events and one antique appraisal
during the month of May.

Charles and Pamela Horner will
continue their series on the his-
tory of doo-wop with part two of
“The Jersey Groups” on Wednes-
day, May 9, at 7 p.m. And on
Wednesday, May 23, Keith Lewis

On Monday, May 14, at 6:30
p.m., representatives from
Winterhill Antiques of Scotch
Plains will be on hand to appraise
items brought by members of the
public. Each person attending is
limited to three items that they
can carry in to the library. At this
event, coins and jewelry will not
be appraised. As space is limited,
early registration is requested.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at the back of the Lincoln
School complex, at the corner of
Third Avenue and Walnut Street.
Registration for these events can
be made in person at the library,
by calling (908) 789-1670 or at
the interactive calendar page
found at the library’s website,
youseemore.com/garwood.

Library hours are Monday
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8
p.m.; Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., and Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. The e-mail address for the
library is
garwoodlibrary@gmail.com.

Probitas Verus Honos

Library Slates Music Events; Antique Appraisal

In other matters, Commis-
sioner O’Malley said last
Saturday’s town-wide river
cleanup was “widely attended
and nicely supported.” He said
some 150 volunteers helped
clear nearly the entire river,
and noted that another cleanup
is set for the fall.

At the start of the one-hour
meeting, Commissioner
O’Malley presented certificates
to two local businesses – Life-
line Tech Solutions and Dinner
In A Pinch – for their efforts at
adopting environmentally-sus-
tainable practices as part of the
local Go Green initiative. Mem-
bers of Girl Scout Troop No.
40894 led the committee in the
salute to the flag.

Cranford Comm
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