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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Missed opportunities and a few
untimely errors early on put the
No. 15 Cranford High School
baseball team in a hole that it did
manage to climb out of, but in
the end, Keith Skinner’s slashing
double to leftfield in the bottom
of the ninth inning allowed Billy
Worswick to score from first to
give the No. 7 Governor
Livingston Highlanders a 7-6 vic-
tory in Berkeley Heights on April
13.

The Cougars out-hit the High-
landers, 12-9, and second
baseman Eric Garguilo had a
strong evening at the plate going
3-for-5 with a double and three
runs scored, in addition to reach-
ing safely on an error. Sean
Feeney also had a pair of singles
and a double, and scored once.
Feeney also had two stolen bases.
Chris Folinusz had a two-run
single and a double, while scor-
ing once.

Skinner finished 2-for-4 with a
pair of doubles and a run scored.
Ryan Jennings had an RBI triple,
singled and scored twice. Aaron
Smith chopped an RBI single,
doubled and scored twice, and
Worswick singled twice and
scored twice.

Garguilo and Feeney led off the
top of the first inning with back-
to-back singles then Andrew
DiFrancesco’s bunt resulted in a
throwing error and a run scored.
Folinusz walked to load the bases
with nobody out, but the Cou-
gars failed to capitalize. The High-

landers answered with two runs
on Jenning’s RBI triple down the
right field line and Smith’s
squibbling infield RBI single.

In the third, Feeney hammered
a shot to the centerfield fence
but attempted to stretch a double

into a triple and was thrown out
at third. After a brilliant fielding
play by Highlander shortstop
Tyler Martis for the second out,
Folinusz bounced a ground-rule
double to right. Martis’ outstand-
ing defensive plays would also

extinguish Cougar rallies in the
fifth, sixth and eighth innings.

“He played a great game. Both
guys! The second baseman and

the shortstop played a great
game,” Cougar Head Coach Den-
nis McCaffrey said.

The Highlanders capitalized on
an error at second, a wild pitch
and a throwing error to score
three runs on one hit in the third

to grab a 5-1 lead. Garguilo
singled and scored on
DiFrancesco’s RBI single in the
fifth, but Aaron Smith doubled
and scored in the sixth to make
the score, 6-2.

“I made a few errors. I cost the

team two runs that one inning. I
made an error on a double play,
and I take responsibility for that,”
Garguilo said.

“We didn’t execute in situational
hitting early in the game. We had
a couple of chances to break it
open a little bit, but their guys
made a lot of nice plays. They
played a great defensive game.
It’s a credit to them. They won
the game,” Coach McCaffrey said.

The Cougars’ bats and base-
running skills came to life in the
seventh. Sean McGovern tapped
a leadoff single, Garguilo doubled
and Feeney walked to load the
bases. After a fly out to left,
Folinusz lined a two-run single to
center. The next batter struck
out, then the Cougars pulled off
a gutsy double steal that worked,
putting both runners in scoring
position. Tommy Trotter followed
with a two-run double to knot the
score.

“Every inning, every pitch, ev-
ery out we play. Fortunately it
worked, but unfortunately they
scored one more run than us,”
Coach McCaffrey said.

“We never give up. We had to
put four runs. We were confident
we were going to do it. That’s
what we did. We were expecting
it,” Garguilo said.

Cougar starting pitcher Kurt
Rutmayer, in his eight innings on
the mound, yielded three earned
runs, seven hits and four walks,
hit two batters and struck out
five. Alex Plick pitched in the
ninth, allowing one run on two
hits. Highlander starter Worswick
allowed 11 hits, walked three
and hit a batter, while fanning six
in seven innings. Reliever John
Schmedel yielded a hit and two
walks, while fanning three in two
innings.
Cranford 100 010 400 6
Gov. Livingston 203 001 001 7

COUGAR GARGUILO RAPS 3 HITS, SCORES 3 RUNS; FEENEY WHACKS 3 HITS, SCORES 1 RUN

Highlanders Plate 1 in Ninth, Sting Baseball Cougars, 7-6

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A BASE TOO FAR…Cougar Sean Feeney attempts to stretch a double into a triple in the third inning but fails as
Highlander Justin Ennis makes the tag. The Cougars dropped a 7-6 decision in nine innings.

More photos on “Photo Library”

12apr13-cr-gl-base

Story on page 17

of The Westfield Leader
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Julie Siragusa has been
mostly known for her solid perfor-
mances on the mound; however,
her performances at the plate have
been striking, especially in the
Cranford Cougars’ 12-1, five-in-
ning victory over the visiting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School soft-
ball team on April 13.

Siragusa doubled twice, walked
and launched a towering
homerun, unlike any seen in a
high school softball game, and
scored on all four plate appear-
ances. On the mound, she im-
proved her team’s record and
her record to 6-1, scattering four
hits and hitting one batter.
Siragusa only had two strikeouts
after three innings but stepped it
up and finished with six.

“I pitched all right. I didn’t re-
ally hit my spots like I wanted to.
I didn’t get as many strikeouts as
I usually do. I think I got only
three or four today. That’s really
rare for me. But I have great
defense, so I don’t really worry
about it. I can have an off day
things will be fine, because I
have someone behind me to field
everything,” Siragusa said.

The Cougars totaled 11 hits, five
for extra bases. Shortstop Allison
Verrelli went 2-for-2 with a double
and three RBI while scoring twice.
Kerry Wischusen (2 runs scored)
rapped a pair of singles in her
three at-bats and Stephanie
Bagniewski drilled a two-run
double, while Izzy Acton and Julie
Schott (run scored) each punched
an RBI single. Catcher Melissa
Moreno had an RBI and scored
twice. Maggie McKay singled and
Victoria Matlin scored once.

Amanda Schroder singled and
scored the Raiders’ only run. Kelly
Yeager, Amanda Marcus and Liz
Gallo each added a single. The

Raiders did manage to put the
ball in play.

“I think we are coming along.
The score doesn’t always indi-
cate it, but there were some
good things happening. I thought
we put the ball in play very nicely
off a very good pitcher. We are
doing some really good connec-
tions with two strikes, so we are
going to keep plugging away.
They are good kids. They like
each other. They are a good fix.
That’s half the battle right there,”
Raider Head Coach Jessica Hulnik

said.
Marcus led off the top of the

first inning with a single, but did
not realize the accuracy of
Moreno, who fired to Verrelli at
second to get the out. Schroder
followed with a single but the
Raiders failed to score. Moreno
repeated the act an inning later
when she gunned down Gallo at
second.

“They started on first when they
didn’t put the bunt down, so I
figured just get them. Allie does
it really well, so I am happy she’s

there,” Moreno said.
Highlighted by Siragusa’s first

double and Verrelli’s two-run
double to right-center, the Cou-
gars plated three runs in the
bottom of the first. Siragusa
stepped to the plate in the third
inning lined her homer in a flash
into the trees above the
scoreboard. Verrelli singled and
Acton rapped an RBI single to
make the score, 5-0.

“I saw the ball really well today.
It was a strike. I loved it, so I
drove it. It was belt high and

inside. That’s my favorite spot. I
knew it was gone,” Siragusa ex-
plained.

“From what my catcher told
me, we pitched it right where she
wanted. She just got around and
turned and blasted the thing,”
Coach Hulnik said. “It was a shot.
What can you do?”

“I know Julie now five years.
When she was a freshman, I said
this to her. ‘I enjoy watching you
play this game.’ And I still enjoy
watching her play. She’s a soft-
ball player. She’s a five-tool girl!
She can do everything we ask
her to do on the field and more
sometimes,” Cougar Head Coach
Bob Bruno said.

In the fourth inning, Schroder
was hit-by-a-pitch, advanced on
Yeager’s single and scored on a
wild pitch. The Cougars quickly
answered with two runs. The Cou-
gars plated five runs in the fifth
as a result of an error,
Bagniewski’s two-run double,
Schott’s RBI single and Siragusa’s
RBI double off the leftfield fence.

“This year, if she continues this
way she’s Player of the Year in
the county as far as I am con-
cerned. She’s hitting the ball well.
What people don’t understand
about that kid, she’s the best
outfielder in the county and never
gets to play outfield,” Coach
Bruno said.

Siragusa did get an opportu-
nity to play centerfield for a few
inning against Bishop Ahr on April
7 and demonstrated her
athleticism with a running snag.

“Love it! Love it out there! I
love the outfield,” Siragusa com-
mented.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 10              1
Cranford 302 25            12

SIRAGUSA LAUNCHES TOWERING HOMER, GOES 3-FOR-3; VERRELLI SMACKS 2 HITS, 3 RBI

Cougars Use Long Ball, Stun Softball Raiders in Five, 12-1

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WAITING FOR THE THROW…Raider catcher Kelly Yeager awaits the throw as Cougar Allison Verrelli, No. 16, slides
home to score in the third inning. The Cougars defeated the Raiders, 12-1, at Adams Field in Cranford.

More photos on “Photo Library”

12apr13-cr-spf-soft

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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COUGARS WILLIAMSON FANS 10, DiFRANCESCO GOES 3-FOR-4; WF’S DEMERS DOUBLES

No. 15 Baseball Cougars Rap Westfield Blue Devil Nine, 9-1
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior pitching ace Ryan
Williamson struck out 10 Blue
Devils, walked two and allowed
just three hits in five innings, and
his teammates were very active
with the “metal sticks” to give
the No. 15 Cranford High School
baseball team a 9-1 victory over
Westfield in Westfield on April
10.

The 4-0 Cougars totaled 11
hits, which included four doubles
and a pair of triples, while the 3-
2 Blue Devils finished with four
hits. Cougar Andrew DiFrancesco
created a lot of sparks with his
“metal stick” going 3-for-4 with a
triple, double and a single, while
scoring three times and adding
two RBI.

Since last season when he fin-
ished with a .450 batting aver-
age, DiFrancesco has been read-
ing opposing pitchers quite well.

“A couple looked like they were
changeups, but you just got to
pick it up out of their hands. It’s
really like going to war with the
pitcher. It’s you or him, and you
always want to come out on top,”
DiFrancesco said.

Cougar Sean Feeney (2 RBI)
went 2-for-4 with an RBI double.
Chris Folinusz had an RBI double,
an infield single and scored once
after being hit-by-a-pitch.
Williamson tripled and scored,
Tommy Trotter rapped a two-run
single, Eric Garguilo singled and
scored twice, and George
Goergodis had an RBI double.

Eric Demers had the Blue Dev-
ils’ only extra base hit when he
doubled off Williamson in the
fifth inning and scored on an
error. Mike Ionta, Mike Coletta
and Matt Varakian each added a

single.
Williamson never yielded more

than one hit in an inning, and he
capped off his evening by fan-
ning four Blue Devils in the fifth
inning.

“I was working them in-and-
out. I mostly threw all fastballs
today. I wish I could have gotten
ahead on guys a little more to-
day. I should have gotten a little
more first-pitch strikes. All the
pull guys, I was working them
outside and other guys, I was
jamming them in,” Williamson

said.
He was especially cautious with

the hitting abilities of Blue Devils
James O’Rourke and Varakian.

“They are very good players. I
just tried to pitch around them
today,” Williamson said.

Vinnie Colaneri pitched the sixth
and seventh innings and added
three more strikeouts to bring
Westfield’s total to 13. He also
allowed one single and walked
two.

“We worked very hard in trying
to get bats on the ball, but I think

sometimes our approach at the
plate is we may be thinking too
much. We may be guessing on
pitches. You can’t guess. A good
team, when you start guessing,
they are going to throw pitches
you are not ready for. We are
looking for the wrong pitches on
the wrong counts. Look for
fastballs! Adjust for curves!
Sometimes we look for curves
and they throw fastballs by you
before you even swing the bat.
We have a lot of guys taking
pitches that puts themselves in a

hole, and that doesn’t bode well,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Bob
Brewster said.

Williamson was called twice for
balks, which was something that
he never experienced before.

“Absolutely not! Today it was a
little cold and dry, so I needed to
get a grip on the ball, and I kept
blowing in my hand. I guess they
said I couldn’t do that,”
Williamson explained.

The Blue Devils committed sev-
eral errors, which begun in the
first inning when the Cougars
plated three runs on two hits.
The errors made situations diffi-
cult for starting pitcher Brett
Ryan, who was tagged for nine
hits, while fanning five in his five
innings on the mound. Evan Fried-
man relieved in the sixth and
needed to face only three bat-
ters. Rich Malacrea pitched in the
seventh and allowed one run on
two hits and one hit batter.

“Cranford made the plays in
the field and, defensively, we did
not play well. We made a lot of
mistakes today, and when that
happens, the pitcher is going to
add on five or 10 pitches more for
each error you make. It gives
them a new batter. It extends
innings. It makes it hard for the

Probitas Verus Honos

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT…Cougar batter Chris Folinusz pulls back to avoid being tagged by a high inside pitch
as Blue Devil catcher Mike Ionta grabs the ball. The Cougars defeated the Blue Devils, 9-1, at Bob Brewster Sr. Field.

More photos on “Photo Library”

12apr10–wf-cr-base

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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Cougars Jump on Blue Devil Baseballers, 9-1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Julie Siragusa and Adham McGuire have been named Cougar Athletes of the
Week. Julie, a junior on the varsity softball team, threw three shut outs and a no hitter, batting .666 through the first four
games of the season. Adham, a senior on the varsity track team, had the best throw at the Cougar Invitational in the javelin
and the best triple jump of the meet with a Union County leading mark.

Cougar Girls Capture First,
Boys 2nd at Cougar Relays
The Cranford High School girls

track & field team captured first
and the Cougar boys placed sec-
ond in a field of nine teams,
which included Freehold Town-
ship, Governor Livingston, Day-
ton, Elizabeth, Kent Place, Toms
River South, Union City,
Morristown and Linden at the
Cougar Relays at Memorial Field
in Cranford on April 14. The Cou-
gar girls took top honors in six
events, while the boys placed
first in four events.

Bryanna Grant and Regine
Hunter had the best jumps to win
the triple jump event with a dis-
tance of 73-4. Ashley McGuire,
Hunter, Grant and Jenna
Ellenbacher crossed first in the
4x100 with a time of 50.91.
Rebecca Shimonov, Hunter,
Grant and Ellenbacher finished
first in the 4x100 hurdles at
1:06.2.

Shimonov and Hunter took first
in the long jump with a distance
of 30-7.75. Kristen
VanBenschoten and Summer
Kortbaoui took top honors in the
discus with a distance of 185-
10.5 and the shot put with a
distance of 57-3.5. Kortbaoui and
Alex Krowicki took second in the
javelin with a distance of 152-8.
Grant and McGuire placed sec-
ond in the pole vault with a height
of 16-0.

Laura Van Horn, Shimonov and
Ellenbacher finished second in
the 3x400 hurdles at 3:39.73.
Van Horn, Ellenbacher, Melissa
Ruppel and McGuire crossed sec-
ond in the 4x200 at 1:50.49.
McGuire, Van Horn, Shimonov
and Erin Meixner finished third in
the 4x400 at 4:21.34.

While finishing second in the
4x800 with a time of 8:13.02,
George El-Khoury, Carl
Lieberman, Paul Cassaro and
Mike Zanfardino qualified for the
Penn Relays.

“This is the first time since I
have been here that we got ac-
cepted in that event. We are all
very excited,” Cougar Head
Coach Peter Kane said.

Adham McGuire (top distance of
42-6) and Reggie Green won the
triple jump with a distance of
82.7.5. McGuire (top throw of 158-
3) and Rob Kessler won the javelin
with a distance of 305-9. Kessler
and Rob O’Shaughnessy won the
discus with a distance of 217-3.5.
Pat Lynch and Mike Helmstetter
took top honors in the pole vault
with a height of 24-0.

Chris Witwick, Jake Waleski and
Dan VanOstenbridge crossed
second in the 3x400 hurdles at
3:05.04. VanOstenbridge,
Donavin Walker, Derek Keller and
Luke Eltringham finished second
in the 4x110 hurdles at 1:17.64.
Lynch, McGuire, Green and
Waleski finished second in the
4x100 at 45-0. Joe DaSilva,
Green, Helmstetter and Waleski
finished second in the 4x200 at
1:34.75. Tom Feeney, Brandon
Hashemi, Connor McMahon and
Eli Howard crossed second in the
distance medley relay at
11:18.09.

“We have Boys 4x100, 4x400
and 4x400 competing at Penn
and Girls 4x100, 4x400 and
Bryanna in the triple jump. Bry is
ranked as the two seed behind a
Jamaican,” Coach Kane noted.

pitcher,” Coach Brewster said.
The Cougars added a run in the

third and fourth innings and did
exhibit their traditional style of
aggressive base running, how-
ever, they did get caught in the
act twice.

“We tried to see what we got,
like ball in the dirt, you got to
manufacture runs with aggres-
sive base running. You got to get

good leads and get a jump on the
ball and try not to get picked off.
It’s early in the season. We have
to get good reads off the pitch-
ers. There are numerous things
we have to work on,” DiFrancisco
said.

The Cougars added three more
runs in the fifth to take an 8-0
lead. After Garguilo reached base
on an error, Feeney lined an RBI
double, DiFrancesco slashed an
RBI triple to right and Folinusz
cracked an RBI double to center.

DiFrancesco singled and scored
the final run after a throwing
error in the seventh.

“It was a good game. We all
played well. Ryan did an excel-
lent job on the mound. There
was really nothing much to it. We
just played the game of base-
ball,” DiFrancisco said. “We did
the situational hitting when we
needed with runners on. We
played crisp infield all day.”
Cranford 301 130 1 9
Westfield 000 010 0 1

Probitas Verus Honos

Softball Cougars Rout
Roselle Park Panthers
The Cranford High School soft-

ball team routed the Roselle Park
Panthers, 18-0, in five innings on
April 17.

Junior Julie Siragusa blasted a
home run and a double and scored
twice in the 22-hit shelling.
Cranford (11)03 22 18
Roselle Park    0 00 00 2
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township’s
zoning board of adjustment on
Monday approved two applications
from homeowners who have de-
cided to raise the height of their
homes to avoid future flood dam-
age to their first-floor living space
after floodwaters from Hurricane
Irene last year destroyed their
main living areas.

One homeowner will actually
raise the foundation of his house,
and the other applicant will do
away with the first level of their
split-level home and fill their base-
ment in order to avert further
major flood damage. Both homes
are located near Nomahegan Park
and the Rahway River.

The zoning board has heard two
other applications seeking similar
variances. The zoning law cur-
rently allows homes built up to 30
feet high, and the two applications
Monday sought to build their
homes to 32 feet in height.

Zoning Board Vice-Chairman Jef-
frey Pistol told The Westfield Leader
that the township council has been
working on a resolution to allow a
maximum height of 32 feet.

Applicant Robert Veca, of 11
Summit Road, in the R-1 Zone,
was approved for four variances
to raise his home four-and-a-half
feet above the recent flood-water
level of the dwelling. Mr. Veca said
his home had 18 inches of water
on the first floor as a result of
Irene.

“I haven’t lived in my house
since Irene,” he said. He is living in
a rental home. He has decided to
raise his house using out-of-pocket
expenses, he said.

Part of his renovations include a
bay window, with a cantilever that
juts out an additional two feet into
the seven-foot encroachment from
the foundation into the setback.
He also added in a playroom that
bumped out the house two feet, as

well as a powder room and a
laundry room to the first floor.

“We had to destroy the old
porches; they were grandfathered
in [to the setbacks],” he said. His
home had a side porch and a front
porch, and replacing them requires
variances.

The front steps of the plan splay
out, which architect David Bailey
said is a “nice entry” and lends a
“better curb appeal.” The front
steps will encroach on the front-
yard setback eight-and-a-half feet.

“I give him credit for wanting to
stay there,” Planning Board Sec-
retary Barbara Ginsberg said.

Zoning Board member William
Montani said, “Considering…the
other encroachments, the margin
isn’t all that great, considering this
huge undertaking as a result of
Irene.”

Mr. Pistol said, “The property is a
large property. I don’t think there
is any danger of crowding the

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
ABOVE FLOOD STAGE…An application by Jose and Mirian Rebelo of 4
Richmond Avenue was approved by the Cranford Zoning Board of Adjustment
on Monday night. They will raise the height of their home to 32 feet, two feet
above the current maximum requirement, after suffering severe flood damage
caused by Hurricane Irene.

Cranford Homes Looking To Rebuild After Irene
area. The house is a nice house
and I think it will be even nicer. …
They are taking the practical ap-
proach, and are committing to
Cranford. It is a positive for the
owners and a positive for the neigh-
borhood as well.”

Unlike Mr. Veca, the second
application was not seeking to
lift the house, but to add height.
Applicants Jose and Mirian
Rebelo, of 4 Richmond Avenue,
in the R-3 Zone, were approved
to raise the height of their home
to 32 feet, two feet above the
current maximum requirement.
Mr. and Mrs. Rebelo have lived in
the township for 22 years. They
had six feet of water in their
basement during Hurricane
Irene, and have been living in the
house with damage to the walls
and with their kitchen unusable.
Their plans are to fill the base-
ment with dirt, with a cement
slab over the top, as the Federal

Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) requires, they told The
Leader.

“In order for us to stay in
Cranford, it’s the only option we
have,” Mr. Rebelo said.

Currently the house is a split
level, and the plans are to elimi-
nate the current first floor that is
split, and add a third floor, mak-
ing the second and third floor a
split level.

They plan to move all of the
utilities to the attic.

“We don’t have the heart to sell
it,” Mrs. Rebelo told The Leader.

Neighbor Steve Gorski, of 9
Richmond Avenue, came out in
support of their application. “We
all experienced the flood. What’s
great about what they are do-
ing,” Mr. Gorski said, is the appli-
cants’ plans mirror plans from a
previous application approved by
the board, and as a result “will
bring some unity to the neigh-
borhood.”

“I think this is a very practical
approach to getting their house
out of the way of the water. I
commend them for what they
are doing,” board member John
Mallon said in his motion to ap-
prove the application.

Mr. Pistol said, “There was an
application next door that was
very similar to this, and the appli-
cants experienced a hardship with
flooding, and they are making the
best of the situation, they are
recommitted to the town…and this
is a practical approach.”

During the workshop meeting,
Zoning Board Vice-Chairman Pis-
tol said Investors Savings Bank
has pulled out of building on the
site next to the Rustic Mill Diner.
The bank owners had already
dug a large hole on the property.
Previously, there was a gas sta-
tion at the site.

The board’s April 23 meeting has
been cancelled, and the next meet-
ing is Monday, May 14.

Choral Art Society Concert
Set Sunday at St. Anne’s

GARWOOD – The Choral Art So-
ciety of New Jersey, Inc., in con-
junction with St. Anne’s Roman
Catholic Church, will present a
Celebration of Spring at a Concert
of Choral Music this Sunday, April
22, at 4 p.m. It will take place at
St. Anne’s Church, located at 325
Second Avenue in Garwood.

A selection of choral music from
anthems to spirituals will be fea-
tured. Tickets, for $10 each, will
be available at the door.

James Little is the musical di-
rector of the Choral Art Society.
Mr. Little has been the organist
and choirmaster of the Calvary
Episcopal Church in Summit since
1993, having previously held
similar positions at

Mountainside’s Community Pres-
byterian Church. At Calvary
Church, Mr. Little directs an adult
choir, two youth choirs and the
Calvary Concert Series.

For information about the Cho-
ral Art Society, visit casofnj.org
or call (908) 654-5737.

Funding has been made pos-
sible in part by the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts, De-
partment of State, a partner
agency of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs and for this 50th Anniver-
sary season has been made pos-
sible by a grant provided by the
Westfield Foundation.


