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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Advance warning was given to
the visiting Cranford High School
boys lacrosse team when Scotch
Plains-Fanwood got an early jump
in the first quarter, but a furious
fourth-quarter assault catapulted
the Raiders to a 12-6 victory on
April 7.

The Raiders had a 4-1 lead at
the half but slipped somewhat in
the third quarter to carry a 5-3
lead into the fourth quarter then
Cougar Dan Murphy notched his
second goal within the first three
minutes to tighten the score, 5-
4. But the wrath of the Raiders
opened the floodgates with a
deluge of four unanswered goals
within a two-minute span to sink
the Cougars. The Raiders won
the quarter, 7-3, and senior co-
captain Dan Nizolak, who could
not find the net in the first three
quarters, netted all three of his
goals in the fourth.

“I had nothing those first three
quarters, so the fourth was big.
They were getting close. We
didn’t do much in the third quar-
ter, so we stepped it up in the
fourth. We started taking the ball
to the goal. We had one almost
garbage goal on the crease. We
picked it up,” Nizolak said.

“We told Danny that he had to
play a breakout game. He’s a
special player. He had a huge
fourth quarter. That pretty much
ended the game,” Raider Head
Coach Nick Miceli said.

RUBIN SCORES TWO GOALS, GETS ASSIST; MURPHY TWO GOALS; DELUCA GOAL, ASSIST

Raider Boys Shock Cougars in Lacrosse Showdown, 12-6
The Raiders were hungry from

the start and quickly seized a 2-
0 lead midway through the first
quarter with respective goals
from Nate Woerner and Jack
Cunningham, who finished the
game with three goals and an

assist. Murphy, on an assist from
Stefan Fedorchak, scored to
make the score, 2-1, at the end
of the quarter.

“That was the big thing the
coaches wanted us to do. They
wanted us to come out strong

and really take it to them. We
were physical. We were kind of
knocking them back on their

feet,” Nizolak said.
“We had a big practice yester-

day. We told them that we had to
come out and punch them in the
face, and that’s what we did. We
wanted to get a lot of shots and
push out on their offense in the

first quarter,” Coach Miceli said.
The Raiders continued to con-

trol the tempo and won the sec-
ond quarter, 2-0, with respec-
tive goals from Matt Greenberg,

who finished with three goals
and an assist, and Christian Gor-
don, who finished with two goals.
In the meantime, the Raiders’
defense refused to give an inch.

“Our goalies and our poles,
that’s what keeps our team to-
gether. They give us a great
look in practice going against a
power offense. It definitely
helped us out today,” Coach
Miceli said.

“Our senior goaltender, Rich
Polhamus, really stepped it up,”
Nizolak said.

Polhamus finished with five
saves, while Cougar goalie Wills
Roman had seven. The Raiders
had a slight, 22-21, advantage
on shots on goal but won the
face-offs, 13-8. Cougar Tom
Fitzgerald finished with two
goals, and Jonathan Rubin fin-
ished with two goals and an
assist.

“It was probably our biggest
win besides beating Johnson last
year. It means a lot for the county
tournament,” Nizolak said.

“This was a huge statement
game for our team. Cranford
was a team that beat us by more
than 10 goals last year, and they
were also in the county champi-
onship game. For us to come
down and beat them by six is
huge. We beat Newark Acad-
emy, which is another team that
beat us by more than 10 last
year, so those are two teams
that beat us by a combined score
of over 20 goals. We are going to
look at the season one game at
a time as payback games. We
have a lot of teams to pay back,”
Coach Miceli said.
Cranford 1 0 2 3 6
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 2 2 1 7 12

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON THE ATTACK…Cougar Andrew DeLuca, No. 1, tries to maneuver around Raider defender Joe Kostecki, No. 12.
DeLuca had a goal and two assists. The Raiders defeated the Cougars, 12-6, in Scotch Plains on April 7.

See story and photos on page 11

In The Westfield Leader newspaper

More photos on “Photo Library”
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Starting pitcher Christine
LaRochelle tossed five shutout
innings before running into a jam
in the sixth, but Megan Ryan
relieved and closed the door to
give the Bishop Ahr Lady Trojans
softball team a 5-3 victory over
Cranford in the second game of
the Cougar Classic at Adams Field
in Cranford on April 7.

In the opening game of the
Classic, Bishop Ahr defeated
Sparta, 3-2, and the Cougars
defeated Carteret, 1-0, in a pitch-
ers’ duel where Julie Siragusa
picked up her third win of the
season. Siragusa scored the only
run with the help of an RBI from
Melissa Moreno.

“Julie pitched an outstanding
game. I think she gave up only
three hits. Defensively, we played
extremely well against a very
good Carteret team. Julie got a
double and Melissa got a base hit
to drive her in, and that was it,”
Cougar Head Coach Bob Bruno
said.

In addition to the fine pitching,
the Lady Trojans did get a few
breaks with some difficult infield
grounders in the first and fourth
innings before Gaby Elvina un-
loaded a three-run home run in
the sixth to give Bishop Ahr the
edge it needed.

“You are looking at a state
champ. They are a very competi-
tive team. We knew we had to
play a little bit better than we’ve
been playing. We didn’t make a
few plays that we should have
made, and then the kid hit that
home run. We make the plays
right before that and that kid
doesn’t get up. Then it’s a differ-
ent story. The pitchers did a great
job, and when they needed to get

a hit, they got a hit,” Coach Bruno
said.

Trojan leadoff batter Andrea
Muglia hit a dinker to shortstop
but managed to beat out the
throw to start the bottom of the
first inning. The next batter,
Kelsey Mieczkowski laid a bunt
down the third baseline, which

caused the charging Cougar third
baseman, Maggie McKay, to slip
while fielding the ball and tossing
to first, resulting in an error.
Muglia scored on Elvina’s single

to right.
“In my mind, if my third

baseman doesn’t lose her feet,
she throws the kid out. The ball
in the 5-6 hole at shortstop, she
makes a nice play, but that kid
beat that ball out. They scored
one unearned run in that inning,”
Coach Bruno said.

The Cougars, however, did
make three outstanding plays to
prevent further damage in that
inning. First, Mieczkowski also
tried to score on Elvina’s single,

COUGAR REDIGER WHACKS 3-RUN HOME RUN, SINGLES; SIRAGUSA SMACKS TWO SINGLES

Bishop Ahr Trojans Reject Lady Softball Cougars, 5-3
but Siragusa got the relay and
fired to Moreno to nail her at the
plate. Next, Moreno gunned down
Elvina’s pinch runner attempting
to steal second. Then Jess Casale
made an outstanding catch in
center to end the inning.

The Cougars, as the visiting
team, threatened in the fourth

with a two-out single from Jess
Rediger and a double to right-
center from Stephanie
Bagniewski, but an infield popup
quelled the threat. The Trojans

put together three singles to take
a 2-0 lead in the bottom of the
inning then extended their lead
to 5-0 with Elvina’s three-run
homer.

Siragusa (2-for-4) and Moreno
hit back-to-back singles to lead
off the sixth then Rediger belted
a three-run homer over the
leftfield fence. Ryan came in to
relieve and got three of the next
four Cougars out. Siragusa ripped
a two-out single in the seventh,
but Ryan got Moreno to pop out
to short for the final out.

Siragusa pitched four-and-two-
thirds innings, yielding five runs
on nine hits, while walking none
and striking out five. Christine
Roberts relieved and allowed two
hits, while striking out one and
hitting a batter. The Cougars fin-
ished with eight hits. Allison
Verrelli and Izzy Acton each
added a single.

“Our kids are still learning what
each other’s abilities are. As the
season progresses, I strongly
believe we are going to get bet-
ter as they become more confi-
dent. We only have two players
playing the same positions that
they did last year. It’s the fourth
game of the season. So now,
maybe they can figure it out as a
whole team,” Coach Bruno said.
Cranford 000 003 0 3
Bishop Ahr 100 130 x 5

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE FORCEOUT…Cougar shortstop Allison Verrelli, No. 16, makes the force out at third base on Trojan
Alexis Herrmann in the fourth inning at Adams Field in Cranford on April 7.

Cranford High School
Sports Programs
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Cougars!
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See story and photos on page 16

In The Westfield Leader newspaper

More photos on “Photo Library”
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Junior lefthander Ryan
Williamson tossed three perfect
innings, while the offense packed
on eight unanswered runs en
route to an 8-3 Cranford Cougar
victory over the hosting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
baseball team on April 5.

Williamson struck out six of
the nine batters he faced before
Alex Plick took to the mound in
the fourth inning. In his three
innings, Plick yielded one hit, a
two-run home run to Raider
James D’Angelo in the fifth in-
ning, and walked two, while fan-
ning one. Chris Folinusz tossed
the seventh inning and allowed
one run on two hits and hit a
batter, while striking out one.

The Raiders, who started only
two seniors in the field, put fresh-
man Kevin Maxwell on the
mound. Maxwell allowed seven
runs and eight hits, while walk-
ing one, hitting a batter and
fanning three, before being re-
lieved with one out in the fourth
by senior Anthony Krajscik, who
gave up a run on four hits, while
striking out one, walking one
and hitting one batter.

“Maxwell competed up there.
He is going to get better as the
season goes on. There were only
a couple of balls hit hard and a
lot of little dinks that made it
through. That’s what good teams
do. They find ways to score runs,”
Raider Head Coach Tom Baylock
said.

Sean Feeney (2 runs scored)
held the hottest metal stick for
the Cougars with an RBI triple,
an RBI double and a single in
four at-bats.

“Sean had a nice day. You know
what you are getting with Sean.

He comes to play every day,”
Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffrey said.

Folinusz (RBI, run scored)
whacked a pair of doubles.
Will iamson (RBI) had two
singles, and John Armstrong (run
scored) doubled and singled in

his two at-bats. Eric Garguilo (2
runs scored) yanked a two-run
double, Andrew DiFranco (RBI,
run scored) doubled and Plick
singled.

The Cougars scored twice in
the first inning on Feeney’s RBI
triple and DiFranco’s sacrifice fly
to left. They added two more in
the third inning on Folinusz’s
RBI double and Williamson’s RBI
single. Four more Cougars
crossed the plate in the top of

the fourth, so it opened the door
for Coach McCaffrey to bring in
his relief pitcher.

“We went as the game went,
so we were able to get other

people some work. It worked
out well. Ryan threw the ball
well today, and that’s what we’ve
seen in pre-season, so we are
excited about what he is going
to be able to do this year,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

“I felt great. My arm felt really

good. We have been running a
lot. [Assistant] Coach Naverette
said that breaks up the soreness
in your arm. Coach told me to
shut it down, because I guess

we were winning by a lot. We
wanted to give other guys a look
and have other guys pitch to-
day,” Williamson said.

Plick shut down the Raiders in
the fourth then walked desig-
nated hitter Ryan Henkels in the
fifth. D’Angelo followed with his
two-run shot over the leftfield
fence.

“Plick has always been able to
come in and do a nice job, so we
are excited about having him on
the mound and get his opportu-
nity. One pitch got away.
D’Angelo is a good hitter. He
took a good swing on it, and he
was able to hit it out,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

Krajscik kept the Cougars off
the scoreboard the rest of the
way. In the meantime, D’Angelo
took a pitch on the shoulder in
the bottom of the seventh. Max-
well slapped a single to right and
Kevin Raszka lined an RBI single
to center.

“It is a different level of game
between freshmen, middle
school or JV. We are playing a lot
of good teams. As a young team,
it’s good to hang around, but we
don’t want them to get complai-
sant and just being satisfied. If
we play our best game, I think
we can play with anyone no mat-
ter how young our team is. We
must make sure we have that
intensity from first pitch to last
pitch every game,” said Coach
Baylock, who added, “We got a
bunch of guys, who can throw
strikes. We have guys, who are
going to battle and give us a
shot. That is all we can ask our
pitchers to do.”
Cranford 202 400 0 8
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 020 1 3

RAIDER D’ANGELO SLAMS 2-RUN HR; COUGAR WILLIAMSON TOSSES 3 PERFECT INNINGS

Baseball Cougars Get Jump on Raiders, Snatch 8-3 Win

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WILD PLAY AT THE PLATE…Cougar Sean Feeney, center, scores on a sacrifice fly as Raider catcher Matt Ridge, No.
44, turns to get the bad throw in the first inning. See story on page 11 of The Westfield Leader.

Probitas Verus Honos

More photos on “Photo Library”

12apr05-spf-cr-base
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Township residents
will have another opportunity to
provide input on the proposed 2012
municipal budget next week as the
township committee continues to
seek ways to cut expenditures and
lower what is now a proposed 4-
percent increase in the municipal
portion of local property-tax bills.
The $33.7-million spending plan
was introduced two weeks ago, but
a formal public hearing and vote
will not occur until June to allow the
governing body time to make
changes and to await final state aid
figures.

At the township committee’s regu-
lar meeting on Tuesday, Deputy
Mayor Andis Kalnins said the fi-
nance subcommittee, which he
heads, was inviting residents to
speak with him at a public hearing
to be held on Tuesday, April 17,
from 7 to 9 p.m. in Room 108 at the
municipal building. A similar ses-
sion was held last week.

In other business at Tuesday’s
meeting, the committee approved
an amendment to a proposed ordi-
nance regulating the feeding of
wildlife on public and private prop-
erty. Two weeks ago, the commit-
tee put off final action on the ordi-
nance after concerns were raised
about the scope of the proposed
restrictions, with some residents
worrying that even the feeding of
birds would result in penalties. On
Tuesday, the committee, by a 4-to-
1 vote, approved the amendment
that Commissioner Lisa Adubato
Nesi said would provide more clari-
fication on what is and is not per-
mitted.

“You can feed the birds,” she
said, “as long as it doesn’t create an
unreasonable disturbance,” such
as causing excessive droppings in
an area or attracting rodents. She
said bird feeders, if they are used,
must be at least four feet above the

ground. The penalties for violating
the ordinance also will be lessened,
with a first offense resulting in a
written warning instead of a fine.
Commissioner Edward O’Malley
voted against the amendment,
maintaining that its language was
still vague regarding the feeding of
birds. The final vote on the ordi-
nance will be held on Tuesday, May
8.

The budget for the Downtown
Management Corp. was introduced
on Tuesday. The $150,909 spend-
ing plan will be financed by an
assessment of 20 cents per $100 of
assessed value, an increase of one-
half cent from last year. The pro-
posed budget is $7,309 higher than
last year’s, according to Deputy
Mayor Kalnins, who said the in-
crease was due to higher expendi-
tures for maintenance and improve-
ment purposes. The public hearing
will be held on Tuesday, May 8.

Commissioner O’Malley an-
nounced that the annual river
cleanup would take place on Satur-
day, April 21. With a good deal of
debris from Hurricane Irene still
present in the river, he urged resi-
dents to take part because “we’ll
need a lot of hands for this.” Com-
missioner Kevin Campbell also put
in a word for the event, saying that
last August’s storm “probably
washed half of Essex County into
our town.”

At the start of the meeting, Girl
Scout Troop No. 40951 led the flag
salute. Mayor David Robinson pre-
sented resolutions of congratula-
tions to four newly minted Eagle
Scouts, including Kieran Grant,
Kevin Strotz, Matthew Van Pelt and
Edward Guillen. He also issued a
proclamation declaring April as
Alcohol Awareness Month. And
he announced that Governor
Chris Christie had presented the
municipality with an American
flag that had flown over the new
World Trade Center tower on
September 11, 2011.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil adopted a $7,160,257 munici-
pal budget with $5,415,039 to be
raised in taxes in a 5-1 vote Tues-
day night. Councilman Jim Mathieu
was the sole dissenter. The tax
levy is almost $200,000 over last
year’s tax levy, which was
$5,217,055. The levy is $46,368
under the 2 percent mandated tax
levy cap. Homeowners will see a
municipal tax hike of $105 per
$100,000 of assessed value. The
average assessed home in
Garwood is $103,000.

Tom Pedas, a resident and condo
owner at the newly built The Pointe
condominium complex on North
Avenue, said residents at The
Pointe pay double the average
taxes in the borough, which he
said equated to about $6,000 to
$7,000.

“I feel I have been taken advan-
tage of by the builder and the
Garwood Council,” he said. The
borough is fighting a lawsuit by
The Pointe about paying for snow
removal and other related fees
incurred at the property. “Lower
our taxes and let us pay our own
fees,” Mr. Pedas said.

Resident Bruce Paterson once
again brought up Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli’s health benefits of
$24,266 this year. Mr. Petruzzelli
pays approximately $250 toward
his family health plan and $600
for dental insurance annually.

“I think that’s obscene,” Mr.
Paterson said of how much the
taxpayer fronts for Mr. Petruzzelli’s
benefits. Mr. Petruzzelli is the only
person on council to receive ben-
efits and has been grandfathered
under state law to receive medical
benefits from the borough.

Mr. Petruzzelli told The Westfield
Leader Mr. Paterson has called
him “numerous times” threaten-
ing of recalling his position.

“The Garwood Police Department
listened to the voice mails and
deemed them as threatening and

harassment,” Mr. Petruzzelli said.
When asked if he would con-

sider contributing more toward
his health benefits, Mr. Petruzzelli
replied, “I am not doing anything
illegal that would make me pay
anything more than what the law
says, which is 1.5 percent of the
$1,500 because that is the salary,
or the stipend of a councilperson
here in Garwood.”

“The mayor has not sat down
with me at all to go through it,” he
said. Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
told The Leader, “He should step
up to the plate. He should volun-
tarily do it.”

The budget includes a 2 percent
raise for the Recreation Director
Kathleen Pender, who receives a
salary of about $7,000 per year.
The council’s Finance Committee
Chairwoman, Sara Todisco, said
the Recreation Commission asked
for a 3 percent raise. She also said
the Recreation Commission asked
for a $4,000 increase in its bud-
get, but the budget Councilwoman
Todisco and the finance commit-
tee presented shows a $2,000
increase.

Ms. Todisco said the commis-
sion has indicated they need more
counselors for summer recreation
due to increased participation and
because the commission is run-
ning more events. In addition, the
recreation director has a cell
phone, which is used as a hotline
and is a budget item.

“We met them halfway on this,”
Ms. Todisco said.

“In this climate…you gave a 2
percent raise?” asked Mr. Pater-
son.

Borough Auditor Bill Switzer and
the borough’s Chief Financial Of-
ficer Sandy Bruns attended
Tuesday’s meeting.

Mayor Quattrocchi also an-
nounced that effective immedi-
ately, she has relieved Mr. Mathieu
of his duties as liaison to the
Recreation Commission.

During the previous council
meeting, Mr. Mathieu said during

Gwd Approves $7.2 Mil. Budget; Taxes Up $200,000
his committee report that people
companied they had not heard an
update on the athletic field com-
plex. The mayor said at the time
there were no updates.

After hearing about what was
said by Mr. Mathieu at the meet-
ing, Recreation Commission Chair-
woman Richard Bree e-mailed the
mayor saying, “…There may have
been some comments that may
not have been our opinion.” As a
result the mayor said she decided
to relieve Mr. Mathieu as liaison
and Mr. Petruzzelli had offered to
replace him in his duties.

Later, Mr. Mathieu said Mr. Bree
had not attended the commission
meeting in question. “The Athletic
Field Complex to me is taboo. I
was told by my party that we are
going to kill it because of the
maintenance costs,” Mr. Mathieu
said. He said neither mayor, nor
anyone on the commission, had
called him to discuss his commit-
tee report.

During new business portion of
the meeting, Councilman Victor
De Filippo said he agreed with Mr.
Paterson’s calling for Mr.
Mathieu’s resignation as a coun-
cilman.

“I have to agree, I think he
should resign. I think because of
misconduct he has managed to
alienate almost every department
in the borough,” Mr. De Filippo
said.

In response, Mr. Mathieu said,
“This is the place to do that. Don’t
call me at midnight when you’re
half in the bag and don’t call me
on Good Friday in the evening,
don’t call me repeatedly - you
have upset me and my wife with
your phone calls.”

Mr. Mathieu also accused Mr.
De Filippo of not showing up to
council, committee and planning
board meetings.

A resolution to revise the rate
schedule for 2012 industrial user
charge for waste to $2,683 per
million gallons was approved, 5-
1, with Mr. Mathieu voting no.

Cranford Committee Plans
Further Budget Meetings


