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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Co-Captains Kathryn Ahern and
Danielle Manginelli each had eight
service winners, and junior Toni
Gonzales totaled 10 service
points to guide the Cranford High
School girls volleyball team to a
25-8, 25-12, victory over
Benedictine Academy at the
Cranford High School gym on
September 21.

Ahern had all eight of her ser-
vice points, which included three
aces, in Game 1 against the Green
Bees. Ahern, who also notched
four kills in Game 1, received
some help from senior Stephanie
Bagniewski, who added one of
her two kills, during that run.

“All of our team’s serves have
been really good. We have been
trying to place the ball more.
That’s something that we need
to work on with our hitting. We
need to finish executing plays,
but we’ve come really, really far
in a really short time. I am look-
ing forward to this season. It’s
going to be really good,” Ahern
said.

“I think our serving is OK. It’s
improved. We were a little rusty
at the start. It’s better now,” said
Cougar Head Coach Jackie
LeBlanc, who played for Westfield
High School in 2003.

After the Green Bees finally
stopped Ahern’s run of serves to
make the score 10-3, the Cou-
gars immediately regained the
serve, and Toni Gonzales added

a pair of service points. Next,
senior Vickie Zourzoukis con-
tributed three service points.
After Toni Gonzales returned a
Green Bee serve that dropped

untouched among three defend-
ers, Manginelli reeled off seven
service points to close out Game
1.

Each team took turns breaking

each other’s serves early in
Game 2 until Toni Gonzales came
to the line and banged in eight
straight service points with the

help of senior Izzy Acton, who
notched a pair of kills, and
Amanda Montealegre, who
slammed one. With the score,
12-4, Zourzoukis stepped to the

line and put up four more ser-
vice points to bring her total to
seven. Cougar Paulina Przydzial
(1 service point) notched the
first of her three kills in that run.

Montealegre added her sec-

ond kill to put Manginelli to the
line with the score, 17-6. After
serving up an ace, the Green
Bees broke her serve and added
three points, but Przydzial
crunched another kill, and Acton
followed with five service points,
including an ace, to put the Cou-
gars ahead, 24-9. The Green
Bees mustered more points be-
fore the Cougars broke the serve
to end the game.

The Cougars finished with 13
kills, and defensively, held the
Green Bees to a run of three
service points in Game 1 and a
run of three in Game 2.

“We have definitely improved
like tenfold since the beginning.
Our coach has been great. She is
teaching us so much,” Ahern
said.

“Our strongest part is prob-
ably our defense, blocking. We
blocked amazingly against UC
[Union Catholic] the other day.
We have to work on our hitting
[offense]. We are not as aggres-
sive as we should be,” Coach
LeBlanc said.

On September 19, the Lady
Cougars played two strong games
against the returning Union
County Tournament (UCT) cham-
pions Union Catholic but wound
up on the short side, 25-17, 25-
20. Last year the Cougars de-
feated the Lady Vikings early in
the season, 25-20, 23-25, 25-
15, but lost to them in the UCT
championship game 26-28, 25-
22, 25-16, so there is not doubt
that it is an intense rivalry.

“They are doing OK. We just
need to be more aggressive, if
we are going to beat Union
Catholic. We have a lot of work
to do,” Coach LeBlanc said.

AHERN, MANGINELLI 8 SERVICE POINTS EACH, TONI GONZALEZ 10 SERVICE WINNERS

Cougar Volleyballers Sting Lady Green Bees, 25-8, 25-12

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR VOLLEYBALL SENIORS…Pictured, left to right, are; front row; Gabriella Pericone (11), Tessa Gonzalez
(1) and Vickie Zourzoukia (12); back row, Stephanie Bagniewski (5), Kathryn Ahern (7), Danielle Maginelli (9), Izzy
Acton (10) and Head Coach Jackie LeBlanc.
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CORTES, ELLMAN, ZAZZALI, KELLY SCORE GOALS; CHINCHILLA NETS 2 GOALS, ASSIST

Breznitsky Gets Win No. 600 in 6-0 Victory over Cranford
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky was
awarded his 600th career victory
in style when his team engineered
an unrelenting assault to seize a
6-0 victory over Cranford at Me-
morial Field in Cranford on Sep-
tember 20.

Interestingly, on October 20,
2004, the Raiders delivered Coach
Breznitsky his 500th career win
with a 2-0 victory over the hosting
Cougars at the Walnut Avenue
Elementary School Field.

The 4-1 Raiders, ranked No. 1 in
Group 3, shelled the Cougars’ goal
area with 15 shots – 6 sailing
above or just wide of the goal and
9 considered shots on goal – in the
first half alone. Cougar senior
goalkeeper Dan Weber managed
to make six saves in the half. In
the meantime, the Cougars had
no shots on goal in the half.

“I was very impressed, but I was
a little disappointed the margin
wasn’t greater than it was, because
we had so many opportunities. In
my 36 years, I truly believe, with-
out a doubt, that this is the best
passing team that we’ve ever had.
If we can get them to become even
close to becoming an outstanding
finishing team, then we are going
to be very, very successful,” said
Coach Breznitsky whose career
record is 600-152-52.

Less than five minutes into the
game, senior center forward Travis
Cortes sped down the right side
and ripped a shot for the first score.

“I got it on the right flank then I
picked a man one-on-one, stepped
over, took a shot at the near post,
and it went in,” Cortes described.
“Lucky for me, it went in.”

The Raiders’ ability to move the
ball around from the start, espe-
cially in the first half, accounted

for the Cougars’ inability to take a
shot on goal.

“We went after our possession
game quickly. We are really good
at moving the ball and moving the
team around. Once we got the
opening goal, we went off from

there,” Cortes said.
With 7:28 remaining in the half,

sophomore Morgan Ellman re-
ceived a cross from junior
midfielder Andrew Leischner and
drilled a shot off Weber’s hand,
but the velocity carried the ball

over the goal line.
“Andrew Leischner was on the

left flank, and he crossed the ball
in. I got it with my left, one touched
and just put it in,” Ellman said.

Fourteen seconds later, sopho-
more forward Christian Zazzali

took a pass from senior left wing
Alex Markovits and charged to-
ward the goal, forcing Weber to
rush forward. Zazzali simply
looped a little dinker over Weber’s
head and the ball hopped over the
goal, giving the Raiders a 3-0 lead

at the half.
“On the counter attack,

Markovits received the ball on the
left side. He played me a ball
through. It was perfect. [I] just
chipped the goalie. He was a little
bit confused. I saw the goalie

started to go low, so if he wants to
go low, I’ll just chip him up high,”
Zazzali explained.

The second half allowed every
member of the Raiders’ bench the
opportunity to display its talents,
and there was very little drop off,

although the Cougars did manage
to take one shot on goal.

“That was one of my goals. I was
hoping that we would be able to
put a few goals in there, so that
every kid got an opportunity to
step on the field. Maybe it’s some-
thing that they will remember,
that they were on this field, scored
a goal when he had his 600th
victory,” Coach Breznitsky said.

With 19:55 on the clock, junior
Francisco Chinchilla launched a
shot from 25 yards out that de-
flected off the goalie’s hand an
into the net. Less than five min-
utes later, Chinchilla added his
second goal. Eight minutes later,
Chinchilla, on the left side, crossed
to junior midfielder Conor Kelly,
who punched in the final goal.

“Francisco Chinchilla hasn’t seen
the field yet, and he got on there
and scored two goals. That’s great!
He and Connor Kelly came on and
scored,” Ellman said.

“The team that we have this
year is tremendously competitive.
We have 26 guys on the team,
and you can see when people step
on the field, the level did not drop
down far. Chinchilla is a little bit of
a work in progress, but he is a goal
scorer. He has a goal scorer’s
mentality, and he did some beau-
tiful things on those two goals
that he scored,” Breznitsky said.

Prior to the game, the entire
Raider team was quite aware of
the milestone that was about to
be achieved, and the anticipation
was electrifying. After the game,
a bucket of Gatorade awaited
Breznitsky.

“He worked so hard. He’s done
what he’s had to do. He built a
strong program,” Zazzali said.

“It was great, because Brez is a
great coach, and it’s great to be
able to share this moment with
him,” Ellman said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 3 3 6
Cranford 0 0 0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STARTING THE TAKE A SHOT…Cougar senior forward Jeff Francis, No. 28, prepares to take a shot in the game
against Scotch Plains-Fanwood on September 20 at Memorial Field in Cranford.

Story is also in The Westfield Leader newspaper
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Giants/Rams Game – September 18 – By Jim O’Connor NJ Sport Pics wwwnjsportpics.com
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Rutgers/Ohio Game – September 24 – By Jim O’Connor NJ Sport Pics wwwnjsportpics.com
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The proposed
Birchwood Avenue Development
Project that the township was
ordered by court to move for-
ward with after a builder’s rem-
edy lawsuit was filed by the de-
veloper was heavily discussed at
the town hall meeting on Sep-
tember 15.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(R-21, Westfield) said, “Regard-
less of what the court says, the
DEP in this state must issue a
permit. Now, this unfortunate
flooding and disaster that has
occurred recently in Cranford, at
least in my opinion, it would be
significant evidence that there
should not be a massive housing
project in an area that is so risky
and flood prone.”

Over 500 residents have
signed a petition against the

project. Mayor Dan Aschenbach
made it clear he and the township
committee were against the de-
velopment. “It’s just not Cranford
– this type of overdevelopment,”
Mayor Aschenbach said. He later
expanded on his position on the
project, saying he is opposed to
any development at Birchwood.
“Nothing will get built there as far
as I’m concerned,” he said.

“The judge’s anxiety of ap-
proving this is all over that tran-
script because of the site-specific
problems that are mentioned in
many, many pages. We do think
we have a good case and a case
that could stand for many, many
years,” he said.

The mayor said he would go at
length to stop the developer and
showed plans for a retention ba-
sin at the site where the pro-
posed 360-unit and 800-space
parking garage are planned.

The stormwater retention ba-
sin in the township’s plans would

drain 280 acres of stormwater
runoff. It would slow down the
flow of water going into the
Rahway River and reduce inci-
dences along Casino Avenue,
Township Engineer Rock Marsden
said.

The deepening of the Lenape
Park Basin is also on the agenda,
and the engineer said making the
Birchwood area open space could
help the township’s case in deep-
ening the Lenape Park Basin. “It
does provide benefits with open
space and flood control,” he said.

There was talk of dredging the
Rahway River too. “I know there
is push back in this area because
many people don’t believe you
should be touching a natural
stream, but it is something we
have to seriously look at given
what we have gone through. We
just can’t have this level of loss
again,” Mayor Aschenbach said.

“Our focus is restoration —
then Cranford moves forward,”
the mayor told The Westfield
Leader and The Times.

The township, with the help of
Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) and
Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-
N.J.), has spirited a study through
the Army Corps of Engineers,
and have thus far spent $9 mil-
lion on the first two phases of a
five-phase plan. The next two
phases were put on hold because
of the $15 million price tag at-
tached to it.

Part of the strategy to get the
funds for Phase Three and Four,
the mayor said, is to consider
Blue Acres and FEMA mitigation
funding. Under Blue Acres, prop-
erties that have been damaged
by, or may be prone to incurring
damage caused by, storms or
storm-related flooding, are eli-
gible for acquisition by the state.

Former mayor Michael Plick
attended the meeting and asked
about the potential of Blue Acres
funding. Mayor Aschenbach said
he was told a lot of money would

be available for Blue Acres fund-
ing. But, he said, “The problem
with that is that they pay prevail-
ing market rate and for many
people today that may not be
enough.”

“I don’t even want to advocate
this either. There was a sugges-
tion, maybe Riverside Drive, that
we have a program for every one
of these homes to be bought and
maybe once the levy is raised it
[floodwaters] is gone through the
middle of the street than where it
is in. Three of those foundations
caved in during Floyd and now it
is caved in again. How many
more times will FEMA pay for
that?,” the mayor questioned.

He suggested having a meet-
ing with those homeowners to
discuss this option.

Phase Five, at an additional
expense, would be to build a
pump station at the end of Park
Drive and take water from
Dreyer’s Farm and the surround-
ing area and pump water back
into the river. “It is probably not
eligible (for county or state fund-
ing) because it is largely a drain-
age project,” the mayor said.

Another area that was under-
water was the future site of the
Riverfront Project on South Av-
enue that will house a four-story
building with 127 housing units,
as well as retail and office space
and a banquet facility. A hotly
contested project that saw a plan-
ning board vote this year split 5-
4 after the developer asked for a
fourth floor and more units in
exchange for an impact fee that
the township committee passed
3-1, as well as residents oppos-
ing the development.

The mayor said the township
committee is still planning to go
ahead with the project as it’s
under construction and has DEP
permits issued already. The town-
ship has already banked the
$765,000 in impact fees. This
development started as a 90-unit

housing development, and then
the town fell victim again to an-
other builders remedy lawsuit.

This brings the question of its
own impact on increased flood-
ing. The mayor was not con-
cerned, saying there was a ware-
house there before.

During Irene, “We recorded
an additional 1.8 feet additional
from the 100-year storm (Floyd),”
Township Engineer Rick Marsden
said.

“This storm is not like one we
have any records on. It was hard;
it came fast, and it was intense in
that short term. It was like a wall
of water. Other people saw it
leaving the levies as a zipper
effect,” said Mr. Marsden, who
called it a 500-year storm that hit
new terrain.

“Forest Avenue was a river,
the municipal building was in the
river, South Avenue, Kilkenney’s
was in the river,” Mayor
Aschenbach said. “This storm was
much bigger than Floyd in cubic
feet.”

Elizabeth Armstrong of Berke-
ley Place said, “The river has
flooded three times in four and a
half years.”

“There are real issues and I
believe they are not being fully
addressed,” Ms. Armstrong said.
She said she fears that some of
the solutions discussed to miti-
gate rainwaters may cause flood-
ing in other areas. David Pringle
of Walnut Avenue whose home
flooded voiced the same con-
cern, as did a homeowner on
Bluff Street.

Ms. Armstrong also said the
future of the township is at stake.

“Cranford will no longer be
Cranford. When you have people
talking about wanting to sell their
house just so they can leave to
anyone who will buy it — that is a
very scary proposition for those
of us who love this town and plan
to be here for as long as pos-
sible.”

Cougars Rip Canucks in Football, 35-20

Cougar Snacks

The Cougars defeated North
Plainfield, 35-20, in North
Plainfield on September 23. Jun-
ior quarterback Reggie Green
rushed for four touchdowns and
senior Chris Witwick added a 15-
yard touchdown run.

Green scored on a 60-yard bolt
in the first quarter, a four-yard
run in the second quarter, a
three-yard scoot in the third
quarter and a one-yard plunge
in the fourth.

Marquis Rawlings scored on a
two-yard run in the first quarter
and added a 64-yard sprint for a
touchdown in the third quarter.
Smith had a TD in the third

quarter.
The 3-0 Cougars will face Scotch
Plains-Fanwood this Saturday, Oc-
tober 1, in Scotch Plains at 2 p.m.
Cranford 7 7 14 7     35
N. Plainfield 6 0 14  0 20

Cougars Roll Millers
In Field Hockey, 2-1

The Cranford High School Lady
Cougars field hockey team upped
its record to 3-2 with a 2-1 vic-
tory over the Millburn Millers in
Cranford on September 22. Maria
Guarisco assisted Erica Faraone
and Lucy Allen on their goals.

Cranford Township Fights Court Over Birchwood Developer Plan
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Asm. Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) mod-
erated a panel discussion on
Monday at Union County College
(UCC) with experts who pro-
vided the public with informa-
tion and advice on the impact of
Hurricane Irene and Tropical
Storm Lee. The representatives
were there to answer questions
during the discussion, as well as
answer questions one-on-one af-
terwards

October 31 is the deadline for
homeowners and businesses to
register with the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency
(FEMA) for disaster relief. “Don’t’
wait for your insurance to be
settled to register” with FEMA,
said Donald Devoe, a public re-
lations representative from the
Missouri branch of FEMA.

“Put your application in re-
gardless,” Asm. Bramnick added.

When a home is deemed un-
safe to live and people are forced
to stay at a hotel or a rental
home, flood insurance typically
does not cover that cost. “FEMA
can help with that,” said Mr.
Devoe. FEMA will ask for a letter
from the flood insurance com-
pany that states it does not cover
rental assistance and that the
home is unlivable.

One resident who was forced
out of her home because of the
flood has received FEMA funding
to cover her rent for about two
months, but she will be dis-
placed for up to six months. Mr.
Devoe said she can reapply and
FEMA will renew the application
for up to 18 months to cover
rent.

“We want to get you safe,
sanitary and secure,” Mr. Devoe
said.

Gisella Martinez from River-

side Drive in Cranford said she
needs temporary housing for six
months for her family and cannot
find a lessor to sign a month-to-
month lease. She inquired about
mobile homes FEMA has avail-
able, but Mr. Devoe said those
homes most likely would not be
available to New Jerseyans be-
cause of logistics. Storage costs
are also something FEMA may be
able to help with.

Costs associated with the
flood can also be deducted come
tax time. “You would only get in
excess of 10 percent of your
gross income,” said Helder
Mendonca, a certified public ac-
count. Mr. Bramnick said some-
one with a gross income of
$100,000 and who incurred
$20,000 in loss and was not
covered by insurance could de-
duct $10,000 on their taxes to
cover the expense.

When a flood policy is denied
by the insurance company, at-
torney Stephen Hehl said a ho-
meowner could hire a public ad-
juster and an attorney, as well
as, “there is an appeal process
right to FEMA.”

Mold is also an issue after a
home is flooded. “Most times”
mold removal services costs are
covered under flood insurance
policies, said Tom Christello of
Belfor, a mold removal com-
pany. There are two steps a
homeowner can take to ensure
their home is mold-free. A flood
restoration company can come
out and remove the mold from
the affected area. Then the ho-
meowner can hire another com-
pany to perform post-
remediation tests that will check
if mold is still in the house. This
company uses thermal imaging,
moisture tracking and air sam-
pling to test for mold, said Greg

Krueger of Lew Corp., a mold
remediation company.

Even though the mold origi-
nated in the basement, Mr.
Krueger said, “The mold can af-
fect the first and second floors.”

He also said homeowners
should make sure the mold re-
moval company they hired seals
doorways and airways with plas-
tic so the mold spores do not
travel outside the affected area
and when removing molded items
to make sure that they are sealed
in a plastic bag and that the bag
is wiped down before it passes
through an unaffected area.

 “You don’t want them to take
a piece of moldy sheetrock and
walk it through your living room,”
Mr. Krueger said. A HEPA vacuum
with HEPA filters and air scrub-
bers are also necessary tools

the company should be using,
he said.

For some people, their home
was flooded because the power
went out causing the sump pump
to stop working, and for those
who did not have back-up power,
the water breached the house.
“Power failure is not a covered
cause of loss,” said Michael Miller,
a public adjuster.

Mr. Miller said, “These 50- to
100-year storms are happening
in greater frequency” and en-
couraged homeowners to buy
flood insurance policies to pro-
tect themselves in the future.

Contents of the home are not
always included, insurance agent
Merritt Miller-Duffy said, but op-
tional.

Ms. Miller-Duffy said residents
should make sure to get back up

SOCCER CHAMPS…The Cranford Outsiders won the Girls’ U12 Division of the
South Brunswick Soccer Club Kickoff Tournament the weekend of September 10
and 11. (All but two girls are Westfield residents.) Pictured, left to right, are:
bottom row, Julia Robb, Nicloe Evans, Mia Melao, Ashley Beurer, Alana Clarke,
Sam Colucci, Catherine Moriarty, Paige Dumont, Nicole Player, Julia Buoscio and
Julia Hinderliter; top row, Leah Sherman, Grace Blake, Ryan Kirby, Rollins
Terry, Annie Harrington. Missing: Sophia Yodice and Rachel Newman.

sewers and drains included on
their homeowner policies be-
cause most policies do not cover
these expenditures.

In addition to FEMA offering
financial help, FEMA is also of-
fering Small Business Adminis-
tration (SBA)  loans with rates
as low as 2.5 percent to
homeowners affected by the
storm.

“If you go through the SBA
loan process that loan amount
will be for the damage amount,
however you can add 20 percent
for mitigation,” said Chris
Benson, the unit leader for the
Central Sector of FEMA. Ex-
amples of mitigation were re-
grading a lot so water flows away
from a house, and moving utili-
ties out of a home’s basement.

FEMA is not giving out relief
funds to businesses, said Mr.
Devoe, but FEMA does offer low-
interest loans to businesses
loans up to $2 million at a rate as
low as 4 percent, he said.

“A lot of businesses in our
community are reeling after
this,” said Dave Hoffman, a busi-
nessman from Roselle Park. “I
had to get a very expensive
generator because I have big
machinery in my business and it
cost more than I anticipated.”

Probitas Verus Honos

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Panel Provides Information For Flooded Cranford Residents


