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The Second Annual
All-Corbin Team:

The All-Corbin Team is
dedicated to available
Cranford Youth Baseball
teams and some men’s
softball leagues with
Cranford residents. The se-
lections are based entirely
on neat-looking plays.
  1. Best Collision at
Home – Cranford 12s
Garrett Forrestal and
Millburn’s Ryan Adelman.
   2. Best Avoidance
Attenpt of a Tag – Cou-
gar Danny Maglino (left)
  3. Best Foul Tip – Cou-
gar Will Budries
  4. Best Fasball by a
Righty – Cougar Thomas
Feeney
  5. Best Knuckleballer
– Cougar Michael Smith
  6. Best Fastball by a
Lefty – Cougar Garrett
Forrestal
  7. Most Agonizing Tag
– Cougar Brian Papa (No.
5) tagging Summit’s Jack
Washburn
  8. Best Sure Fire Tag –
Cougar Brain Papa tag-
ging Westfield’s Owen
Bartok
  9. Best Leap into the
Air – Cougar Michael
Smith at second base
10. Best Looks for a Call
from the Ump – Cougar
second baseman Brian
Oblichinski and Westfield’s
Trevor McNamara
Any Cranford Youth
baseball coaches who
would like their team
covered next Spring/
Summer, please con-
tact David B. Corbin –
dcorbin@goleader.com
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2011 Cranford All-Corbin Team
Probitas Verus Honos
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GREEN, WILLIAMSON, WITWICK, ETC. ‘O’ THREATS; KLIMEK, NICHOLS STRONG ON ‘D’

Football Cougars Emphasize Extra Points, ‘O’ Versatility
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

All systems are go with this
year’s Cranford High School foot-
ball team that appears to be ramp-
ing up its offensive versatility and
refining it special teams game.

Last year, the Cougars with a
veteran squad of 15 seniors,
avenged four losses from the
year before but lost two games
by one point, dropped a come-
from-behind thriller by four points
and became the victim of a strat-
egy-changing, 90-yard kickoff
return to finish with a 6-4 record.
Those tight losses proved that
the value of converting the extra
points seem to be paramount.

“We did lose two games by a
point and another by three. There
wasn’t a game last year where
we didn’t score as many touch-
downs as the other team. We
had some problems on special
teams in the games that we lost,”
Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said. “That has been
a huge emphasis for us this year.
It’s still a work in progress. We
have to understand that those
plays are just as important and
sometimes more important.”

Senior Eric Garguilo, along with
sophomore Troy Kettler will work
the kickoffs and extra points.
Junior Ryan Williamson will do
the punting.

The Cougars, with quarterback
Joey Papandrea and running back
Sean Trotter, who have gradu-
ated, delivered a potent offen-
sive punch last year with their
running game. This season, the
Cougars have more offensive
weapons with wide receiver

Williamson and seniors Garguilo,
Jeremy Wise and Ryan Bryson.
Junior three-sport athlete Reggie
Green has moved to quarter-
back, and senior Sean McGovern
will be the backup.

“We are trying to get the ball in
the hands of our best athletes. In
the past, those guys were prima-
rily in the backfield. Right now, I
think we have more versatility in
our athletes. I
think Ryan
Williamson, Eric
Garguilo, [and]
McGovern are
guys, who can
hurt people, so
we want to get
them the ball.
We have a little
more speed. We
want to try to get
it into space, but
surely there will
be a lot of option
involved,” Coach
R o s e n m e i e r
said.

With Green be-
hind center, se-
nior JP
Christiano and
junior Jim Dwyer
at tailback, and
seniors Chris
Witwick and
Adham McGuire,
and juniors Bobby Bruns and
Marvin Lewis in the backfield, the
Cougars could still be deadly in
their running game.

“Witwick! It’s good to have him
back healthy. He basically missed
all of last year with the ankle.
He’s made a lot of plays in the
pre-season. We are looking for
big things from him. Reggie, even

though it’s his first year at quar-
terback, is going to give people
problems. He is a big kid. He can
move, and he can throw the ball.
If he gets out on the edge, I know
if I was a defensive coordinator,
it would be a concern of mine,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

McGuire was injured early in
his sophomore season and has
not been in football action until

this season.
“He had a severe knee injury.

He worked it back through track.
He is a physical specimen. He is
very athletic. We are looking for
him to knock some of the rust off,
and we are looking for him to
make some big plays,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

A dependable offensive line is

necessary for success, and se-
nior offensive tackle Mike Klimek
will be invaluable. Juniors Matt
Russo and Rob Kessler will also
be at the tackle position. Senior
TJ Nichols, junior Chris Fulinosz
and sophomore Rob
O’Shaughnessy will be at guard,
and junior Jeff Weiss will be the
center.

With a lot of returning veter-
ans, the 4-3 de-
fense looks
strong. Russo,
Fulinosz and
Kessler will be
at defensive
end. Nichols,
Weiss and jun-
ior Ryan Farrell
will man the
tackle posi-
tions. Klimek,
who led the
team with 84
tackles last
year, and jun-
iors Nick Diaz
and Joe Vicci
will be at inside
linebacker. Se-
niors Anthony
DaSilva (54
tackles last
year) and
Christiano will
be at strong
side line-

backer. Garguilo, McGovern and
Green will be on the corners.
Senior Walter James, Lewis,
Witwick and McGuire will be at
safety.

“Klimek and TJ! Those are guys,
who have been on the field with
us for a while. Klimek started
every game that he has been
healthy since he was a sopho-

more. He has been one of or the
leading tackler in every contest
that he has been in. People are
going to have to find out where
he is on defense and react ac-
cordingly. All those guys,
Christiano and DaSilva, these are
guys who all started as sopho-
mores at one time or the other.
These guys have a lot of playing
experience,” Coach Rosenmeier
said. “On the defensive side, we
have eight guys, who have
started multiple games. I think
that is going to be the strength of
our team early in the season.”

The Cougars have had some
success with their scrimmages.

“In terms of our scope of things,
we are right where we want to
be. It’s just in terms of how well
we want to do them. There are
periods where we look better
than others, and it comes down
to not necessarily physical abil-
ity, it comes down to effort and
attention to detail. If they get
that, we have a chance to be a
very good football team,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

The Cougars will host AL Johnson
in their season opener this Fri-
day, September 9, at 7 p.m.

“They are always a physical
team, always well-coached. They
are big, and we are going to see
if we can deal with their size.
That’s going to be the biggest
challenge is what happens up
front. I think that will probably
determine who wins that game,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

Cougar Football, Soccer
In The Westfield Leader
Newspaper – Pages 13 & 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RELYING HEAVILY ON DEFENSE…The Cougar football team have a
number of returning veterans on defense that could lead to a successful season.
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GEORGE EL-KHOURY, AQUILES TO BE PLAYMAKERS; HELMSTETTER, FRANCIS ON ATTACK

Cougar Soccer Boys Looking for Proper Team Chemistry
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Fortifying the middle is a pri-
mary concern for this year’s
Cranford High School boys soc-
cer team. Since graduating
standout center-midfielders
Connor DeMars and Ray El-
Khoury, along with Eric Walano,
who was one of the most tal-
ented stoppers in the area, Cou-
gar Head Coach Mike Curci has
been looking for the proper team
chemistry.

“We are really rebuilding our
team with the loss of those three
players, who were such a big
part of our championship team
two years ago. They don’t have
them to lean on anymore. It’s all
about this group, finding the
chemistry and finding the guys
who are going to be leaders. I
know they are more than ca-
pable. They are a technically
sound team. Maybe from top to
bottom, the most technically
sound that we’ve had while I
have been here in my seventh
year. That said, we have to turn
that into victories,” Coach Curci
said.

Senior George El-Khoury and
junior Matt Aquiles are expected
to be the catalysts in developing
that team chemistry quickly as
center-midfielders.

“George is really our playmaker
from his center-mid spot. He will
be moving up alongside Matt
Aquiles. They will be working
together to create opportunities.
Aquiles is another man, who can
distribute a ball extremely well,
so I think they will be able to
open up the plays, find the gaps
in the middle when we make our
runs up front. So far, from what
I have seen in our practices and
our first scrimmage, I think we

are going to have an opportunity
between those two to setup our
forwards,” Coach Curci said.

Junior Mike Helmstetter and
senior Jeff Francis will be the
attackers, whom Coach Curci

hopes El-Khoury and Aquiles will
setup with success. Last year,
Helmstetter, who was also a Dis-
trict 12 wrestling champion,
scored a key goal that helped
mount a nearly successful sec-
ond-half comeback against

Westfield.
“Mike is one of those kids who

works extremely hard from the
opening whistle on, and he makes
things happen. He is going to
force defensive players to make

mistakes because of his quick-
ness and speed, and his ability to
read. Jeff has come into his own
as a senior. He’s got a great shot
with both feet. I am expecting
him to lead us in the attack this
year,” Coach Curci said.

The left midfield position may
be occupied by junior Mike
Kniazuk, while junior James
Sands and sophomore Tom Trot-
ter may work the right side. Jun-
ior Tom Fitzgerald may play the

midfield or the backfield.
Eight seniors make up the Cou-

gars’ varsity squad. In addition
to El-Khoury and Francis, Dan
Vanos, Ed Guillen, Eric Oliveira,
Andrew Schneider, Dan Weber
and Kevin Strotz will add matu-

rity.
Nevertheless, the Cougars op-

erated with an extremely young
squad last year and will still field
a young team this year, espe-
cially in the backfield. The good
news is that several have a year
of varsity experience under their
belts.

“We are going to be young, so
I am not quite sure where we are
going to be. We are a work in
progress at this point. We have a
number of players, who were
with us as freshmen who are now
juniors who are going to be step-
ping into major roles now. This is
their time. This is what they have
been working for the last two
years. Now, their opportunity is
going to come,” Coach Curci said.
“We need experience, and we
are certainly going to get it in the
conference that we play.”

Junior Jake Waleski is expected
to be at sweeper. Sophomore
Andrew Gee will be at stopper.
Schneider, senior Dan Van
Ostenbridge and junior Ryan
Wright will be the outside backs.

Since Mark Osofsky has gradu-
ated, senior Dan Weber and
freshman Zach Hoffman have
been vying for the goalkeeping
job.

“Dan and Zach have been bat-
tling the past couple of weeks.
They both are playing well. I am
not sure how it’s going to play
out at this point. I make no prom-
ises to any player, but it is great
to have that competition. I am
confident that either one can do
the job,” Coach Curci said.

Coach Curci also has six fresh-
men, who will be with the varsity
squad. “I think they all are going
to be very good players,” he
said.

The Cougars open their season
today, September 8, at home
against Plainfield at 4 p.m.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SENIORS TO LEAD A YOUNG COUGAR TEAM…There are eight seniors on a young Cougar boys soccer team.
Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Dan Vanos, Ed Guillen, Eric Oliveira and Andrew Schneider; back row, George
El-Khoury, Dan Weber, Kevin Strotz and Jeff Francis.



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-4  Thursday, September 8, 2011

goleader.com/ballyhoo

By JONATHAN O’HEA
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Hurricane Irene
spared many of us but not all.
After spending four days viewing
the damage Irene caused to
Cranford, the most common
statement I heard from people
not affected by the flood was
“Cranford is known for flooding.”

I’m sorry to say that many of the
neighborhoods that experienced
significant damage from Irene as-
sociated flooding were neighbor-
hoods, which have not experi-
enced flooding in over 50 years, if
at all. While surveying the after-
math of the flood zone, I met
some truly resilient citizens whom
had federal flood insurance and
were prepared for the worse. On
the other hand I met citizens who
had recently dropped their flood
insurance and were now at the
mercy of FEMA.

While natural disasters bring
out the best and worst in every-
one, it was the opportunistic and
often out-of-state “contractors”
preying on affected families to
be the most disheartening as-
pect of the post Irene events. I
heard stories of highly inflated
quotes for the most menial of
jobs. One instance was of $1,000
being charged for basements to
be pumped out.

While touring the flood ravaged
neighborhoods with an entourage
that included Tom Kean Jr., Sen.
Frank Lautenberg, Congressman
Leonard Lance and Cranford
Mayor Dan Aschenbach, a few
hecklers were heard on the pe-
riphery accusing the politicians of
looking for photo-ops while feign-
ing to care or offer sincere help.
While their promises of FEMA
money and help were unfounded

that Tuesday afternoon, Presi-
dent Obama’s visit to Patterson 5
days later fulfilled Tuesday’s
promises, if for a while.

One of the most truly alarming
signs of the destruction caused
by the flooding is the sheer vol-
ume of household items lining
the streets. These canyon-like
ridges of debris include acres of
carpeting, countless pieces of
furniture, toys, clothing, elec-
tronics and basically every little
piece that makes a house a home.

Cranford/Garwood/Area News

While many physical items may
be replaced, it’s the sentimental
ones that stand out to me, the
casual reporter.

One woman I met was drying
out her recently deceased hus-
bands classic record collection.
While it was obvious to me that
many of the records were ruined,
it was the sheer act of her picking
these meaningful items out of
the flood waters I found most
illustrative of the willpower of
many of the flood’s victims.

JLEP Jumble Store
To Reopen Saturday

CRANFORD – The Junior League
of Elizabeth-Plainfield (JLEP) will
reopen its Jumble Store thrift shop
this Saturday, September 10. The
Jumble Store supports commu-
nity projects of the JLEP, a volun-
teer service organization open to
women in Union County and sur-
rounding areas.

Located at 110 Walnut Avenue
in Cranford, the store offers new
and like new clothing for the
entire family, jewelry, books,
household items, and toys. The
Jumble Store will provide reus-
able shopping bags to customers
making a purchase on Saturday
while the supply lasts.

Store hours are 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday,
with extended opening until 8
p.m. on Thursdays. For more
information, call (908) 276-0222.

Benefit Concert for Fiore
Memorial Scholarship Fund
GARWOOD - On Saturday, Oc-

tober 8, Crossroads in Garwood,
will host a special evening of
performances to celebrate the
life of New Jersey musician, Chris
Fiore.

Several long-standing area
bands will perform in a fundraiser
for New Jersey City University’s
Chris Fiore Memorial Scholarship
Fund. The scholarship was cre-
ated in memory of the acclaimed
musician and graduate of NJCU
who passed away in October of
2002 after a prolonged battle
with cancer.

The Crossroads concert features
musicians who were friends and
bandmates of Mr. Fiore. Featured
artists include The Play Trains at
9:30 p.m.; Loud Day at 8:15;
The Washington School Show
Band at 7:30 and Sun Palace at 7
pm. Additional guests are also
scheduled to appear.

Admission is $10 at the door
but attendees are welcome to
donate more. Donations may also
be made online.

An accomplished bassist and

dedicated educator, Chris Fiore
was passionate about every as-
pect of music and was equally
committed to his young students
and his fellow musicians. Fiore
made his mark in theatre, jazz,
rock, and classical music. In
2002, he performed in the North
American debut tour of the mu-
sical Unforgettable: The Nat King
Cole Story and made his direc-
torial debut as the musical di-
rector for the South Plainfield
Summer Workshop production
of Footloose 2. He also performed
at the Westfield Jazz Festival.

In the last months of his life, Mr.
Fiore devoted much time to com-
posing. He recorded his first CD of
original compositions, Jazz Stars,
shortly before his death in Octo-
ber of 2002 (www.cdbaby.com/
cd/fiore).

To donate online visit
www.njcu.edu/annualfund, se-
lect “Other” and type in Chris
Fiore Memorial Scholarship

For more information go to:
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
ChrisFioreScholarship.

Historical Society to Present
‘Hidden Treasures’ Event

CRANFORD – The Cranford His-
torical Society will present “Hid-
den Treasures from the Archives,”
a PowerPoint presentation, on
Sunday, September 25, at 2:30
p.m. It will take place at the
Crane-Phillips House Museum.
Doors will open at 2 p.m.

Madison Van Houten from Girl
Scout Troop No. 544 will unveil
four PowerPoint presentations
that she has worked on to earn
her Girl Scout Gold Award.

For the last few months, Madi-
son has been scanning and pho-
tographing items from the
Cranford Historical Society Ar-
chival Collection. Through her
hard work and creative efforts,
Madison has put together these
PowerPoint presentations that
will allow guests of the museum
to view many “hidden treasures”
that the Cranford Historical So-
ciety has preserved throughout
its 84-year history.

These include the Society’s ex-
tensive Cranford postcard col-
lection and its export china dish
set. Visitors also will be able to
see the second floor of the mu-
seum without moving from their
seats. Madison photographed the
upstairs bedrooms to create an-
other presentation. Now and in
the future, this presentation will
allow visitors who are unable to
climb stairs to get a close-up
view of the bedrooms and their
contents.

In addition, there will be a pre-
sentation of the Cranford His-
torical Society marching in the
2011 Cranford Memorial Day
Parade.

The Gold Award is the highest
honor a Girl Scout can earn. To
earn the award, a Girl Scout must,
among other things, complete a

project that will benefit the com-
munity. Madison currently is a
Cranford High School senior who
will pursue graphic design in col-
lege next fall.

The Crane-Phillips House Mu-
seum is located at 124 North
Union Avenue in Cranford. Ad-
mission will be free with reser-
vations. To reserve a seat, in-
terested persons may call (908)
276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

Founded in 1927, the Cranford
Historical Society’s mission is to
preserve and perpetuate the his-
tory of Cranford. For more infor-
mation, visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Cranford’s Canyon-like Ridges
Of Debris; Willpower of the Victims

Probitas Verus Honos
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Historical Society to Host
Freedom Run and Walk

KENILWORTH – The Kenilworth
Freedom Run and Walk, hosted
by the Kenilworth Historical So-
ciety, will be held on Sunday,
September 25, rain or shine. The
5K Freedom Run and 2K Free-
dom Walk will each start at 10
a.m. from the North 22nd/21st
Street municipal parking lot be-
hind the Kenilworth Seniors’ Cen-
ter, located at 526 Boulevard.

The events are being held in
conjunction with the national
“America Supports You” initiative,
which recognizes residents’ sup-
port for U.S. military men and
women and communicates such
support to members of the armed
forces at home and abroad.

Awards for the 5K Freedom Run
will be given to the top male and
female finisher in the overall race
and to the top three male and
female finishers in each of eight
designated age groups (14 and
under to 70 and over).
CompuScore Computer Services
will handle same-day race scor-
ing and recording.

The fee to take part in the non-
competitive 2K Freedom Walk is
$8 in advance (by September
16) and $10 after that date. Chil-
dren, youth and adults of all ages
are invited to participate indi-
vidually or as part of a group/
organization. Participants are
encouraged to register in ad-
vance, as early as possible, in

order to receive a commemora-
tive T-shirt.

The registration fees for the 5K
Run, a USATF (U.S.A. Track and
Field)-sanctioned event, are as
follows: Advance registration (by
September 16), $20; after that
date, $25; registration for USATF
members (by September 16), $18;
after that date, $25.

Registration forms for the
Kenilworth Freedom Run and
Walk may be obtained at the
Kenilworth Municipal Building
(Borough Clerk’s Office), 567
Boulevard; at Especially Yours
Florist, 13 North 20th Street; at
the Kenilworth Public Library, 548
Boulevard, and on the
CompuScore website,
compuscore.com/.

Checks for registration should
be made payable to the Kenilworth
Historical Society and sent, to-
gether with a completed registra-
tion form, to the Kenilworth His-
torical Society, 567 Boulevard,
Kenilworth, N.J. 07033. Optional
monetary donations for packages
of provisions to be sent to U.S.
troops are welcome and may be
made, in care of the Kenilworth
Historical Society, at the time of
registration.

Advance in-person registration
can be done at the Borough Clerk’s
Office or at Especially Yours Flo-
rist. Registration/check-in on Sep-
tember 25 will take place inside
the Kenilworth Seniors’ Center
beginning at 8:30 a.m.

Proceeds from the event, after
expenses are paid, will benefit
the Kenilworth Historical Society’s
ongoing project to restore the
local 19th-century Oswald J.
Nitschke House and transform it
into a “living history” museum
and cultural arts center.

For further information about
the Kenilworth Freedom Run and
Walk or to inquire about event
sponsorship opportunities, call
(908) 709-0434.

Library Highlights Events
For All Ages In September

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Public Library has announced
its calendar of events for Sep-
tember, while also encourag-
ing those who do not already
have a library card to consider
stopping by the library to get
one. All ages are welcome and
the library cards are free.

Individuals who already have
a Garwood Library card are ad-
vised to check the expiration
date so that if necessary, they
can come in to get it updated,
as well as to update any infor-
mation such as phone number
or address changes.

Additionally, those who have
lost their library card have an
opportunity to get it replaced.
A valid Garwood Library card is
accepted in most libraries in
the surrounding area as part of
the MURAL reciprocal borrow-
ing system.

The library resumed its regu-
lar business hours on Septem-
ber 6 and will resume its Satur-
day hours of 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
on September 10.

The ongoing programs of Tod-
dler Story Time will resume on
Wednesday, September 14, at
10:30 a.m. Movie Time! will
resume on Friday, September
9, at 10 a.m.

On Tuesday, September 13,
at 6:30 p.m., Ambreen Rab will
demonstrate the art of Mehndi,
a form of temporary body art
using henna. Typically used in
Middle Eastern countries as part
of celebratory events, this in-
tricate body art decorates the
hands and feet of women. Space
is limited to 15 participants,
ages 13 and older, and regis-
tration is required. Anyone un-

der the age of 18 must have
written parental permission to
participate.

On Wednesday, September
14, at 7 p.m., Charles and
Pamela Horner of Classic Ur-
ban Harmony will continue their
series on the “History of Doo-
Wop,” focusing on the Jersey
groups that contributed to the
music of the era. Registration
is required.

On Saturday, September 17,
at 11 a.m., crafter Diana Moore
will demonstrate how to make
a pen decoration out of duct
tape. This program is limited to
15 participants, and youngsters
must be in sixth grade or older.
Registration is required.

Mark Zacharia will conduct a
Memory Workshop on Monday,
September 19, at 7 p.m. Fo-
cusing on how to remember
names and faces, Mr. Zacharia
also will demonstrate other tips
and techniques for remember-
ing important things.

Registration for these events
may be done in person at the
Garwood Public Library, by call-
ing (908) 789-1670 or at the
interactive calendar page found
on the library’s website at
youseemore.com/garwood.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at the corner of Walnut
Street and Third Avenue, at
the back of the Lincoln School
complex. Hours of operation
are Monday through Thursday,
9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Fridays, 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Satur-
days, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. begin-
ning September 10.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Reading is Good For You
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Mothers of Multiples
Plan Swap and Sell
CRANFORD – The Mountain

Plains Mothers of Multiples
(MPMOM) Fall Swap and Sell
will take place on Saturday,
September 24, from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. The rain date will be
Sunday, September 25.

This bi-annual sale provides
the public an opportunity to
purchase gently used children’s
clothing, equipment and toys.
The sale has been expanded,
featuring more infant, toddlers’
and children’s items and acces-
sories through donations of club
members.

This event will take place at
50 Burnside Avenue in Cranford.
It will not just feature mul-
tiples’ items; many singles’
items will be available as well.

MPMOM is a non-profit, non-
sectarian organization serving
the residents of Union County.
Founded in 1959 by mothers
of twins, triplets and other
sets of multiples, MPMOM of-
fers support in the form of
educational and entertaining
programs and offers a chance
for women to share experi-
ences, offer ideas and solu-
tions, learn about parenting
multiples and make long-last-
ing friendships. For more in-
formation, visit
westfieldnj.com/mpmom/ or
e-mail mpmomnj@gmail.com.

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support


