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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Two interceptions and two
fumbles set the stage for the
Cranford High School football
team to roll to a 27-7 victory over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) in
Scotch Plains on October 1.

Those turnovers not only killed
two potential Raiders’ scoring
drives, but they put the ball in

the hands of a versatile Cougar
offense that had the Raiders’
defense thoroughly confused. The
result was a 4-0 start, the first
for Cranford since 1975.

With running back Chris
Witwick’s ability to quickly scoot
around the corners, fullback JP
Christiano’s power running up the
middle and junior quarterback
Reggie Green’s vision to find an
opening anywhere in the defen-
sive line, along with wider re-
ceiver Eric Garguilo’s ability to

get open, the Cougars already
presented quite an offensive
threat. But the addition of a
healthy senior running back
Adham McGuire, along with jun-
ior wide receiver Ryan Williamson,
added an additional dimension.

“It feels good that everybody
can contribute. The defense
doesn’t know what they are going
to get. Adham can go outside.
Witwick can go outside, and we
have Ryan and Garg [Garguilo],
who can catch the ball too,” said
Green, who added, “The offen-
sive line did really well. Our coach
told us it would be a test with their
big defensive line, and they came
through. Our linemen were able
to beat them off the ball.”

“We got to take what the de-
fense gives us, and I felt like we
were able to do that at times
today. We are a little bit more
balanced. One of the reasons we
are in the offense that we are in
has as much to do with the wide
receivers as it does for the quar-
terback. Williamson and Garguilo
have very good hands. We are
trying to make people defend the
whole field. We are getting bet-
ter at it,” Cougar Head Coach
Erik Rosenmeier said.

Green rushed for 80 yards on 12
carries, including an 18-yard
touchdown (TD) run, and he com-
pleted six of seven pass attempts
for 88 yards. Christiano carried
six times for 10 yards, including a
pair of one-yard TDs. Witwick
carried five times for 38 yards,
and McGuire had five carries for
67 yards, including an 18-yard
TD run. Garguilo had three recep-

tions for 17 yards, and Williamson
had three receptions for 71 yards,
including one for 55-yards.

McGuire hasn’t played since the
first play of his sophomore year

because of injuries. Witwick
played sparingly last year, be-
cause he was hurt. You have to
respect the edge against those
players. Not only are they good
at running the ball, they are good
at blocking on the perimeter,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

The Raiders totaled 133 yards
on the ground on 29 carries, and
quarterback Steve Alleman com-
pleted seven of 13 pass attempts
for 98 yards, including a six-yard
TD strike to wide receiver Matt
Jegede, who finished with four
receptions for 74 yards. Alleman

was intercepted twice. Running
back Anthony Byers rushed 124
yards on 25 carries and added
two receptions for 17 yards. Wide
receiver Bob Mrozek had a seven-

yard reception.

CRANFORD’s JP CHRISTIANO GETS 2 TDs, GREEN, McGUIRE TD; RAIDER JEGEDE 1 TD

Cougars’ Offense Confuses SPF Raider Footballers, 27-7

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINDING THE OPENING…Cougar quarterback Reggie Green, No. 7,
eluded Raider Matt Jegede, No 12, en route to a big gain.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AROUND THE LEFT SIDE…Raider running back Dion Rice, No. 2, sweeps
around the left side as Cougar linebacker Mike Klimek, No. 57, converges.

It is in The Leader!

See Cougar Football Story

on

Page 13 – The Westfield Leader

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Jeff Francis, a senior captain/
forward on the varsity soccer team, had three assists against Linden
last week. He has two goals and four assists this season. Alex Puryear,
a sophomore on the gymnastics team, led the Lady Cougars as they set
a new school record last week against Bridgewater-Raritan. She also
captured the All-Around title at the recent Cougar Invitational. She was
also the bar champion and helped the team win the team title for the first
time since 2003.

Garguilo intercepted Alleman’s
pass on the Raiders’ first posses-
sion and returned it from the SPF
32 to the 11-yard line. Four plays
later with 5:46 on the clock,
Christiano plunged in from the
one, and Troy Kettler booted the
extra point.

“The quarterback opened up to
the left side, so I saw him try to
throw a quick little slant route and
I jumped it,” Garguilo explained.

The Raiders were moving the
ball downfield on their next pos-
session, but the drive was
abruptly halted when Byers
fumbled at the Cougar 33. Cou-
gar defensive back Walter James
made the recovery.

The Cougars responded with a
five-play, 77-yard scoring drive,
which ended when Christiano
pushed in from the one with 16
seconds remaining in the first
quarter. During that drive, Green
hit Williamson, who turned on
the burners for a 55-yard gain.
Kettler nailed the point after.

“They had a sky roll play action.
The safety came up, so basically

it was just me in the corner one-
on-one. I made the post skinny,
and Reggie threw a great ball
right into my hands,” Williamson

explained. “Everybody contrib-
uted during the week. Great team
offensive! Great team defense,
also our younger guys stepping

up and making us better.”
The Raiders engineered a 10-

play drive from their own 20-yard
line, but it also came to a screech-
ing halt when Cougar defensive
lineman Matt Russo intercepted
Alleman’s pass intended for Byers
at the 18. From there, the Cou-
gars marched 82 yards on 10
plays to pay dirt when Green slit
through an opening for his 18-
yard TD with 3:56 left in the half.
The point after failed.

The Raiders’ woes did not end
early in the second half when
they fumbled at their own 44.
McGuire hooked left for 17 yards.
Witwick hooked right for eight
yards. Green pushed forward for
one yard, then McGuire hooked
left for his 18-yard TD with 8:24
left in the third quarter. Kettler’s
extra point made the score 27-0.

Jegede, who was being cov-

ered most of the afternoon by
Garguilo, grabbed a long bomb
down the left sideline, but it was
nullified when he pushed off.

“He was tough to cover, but I
covered him the best I could.
That one down the sideline, he
pushed off on me. I think that
was the only time he caught one
on me,” Garguilo said.

Another Raider drive was foiled
when defensive lineman Chris
Fulinosz recorded a seven-yard
quarterback sack.

“We prepared a lot. We watched
a lot of films. We knew what they
were going to bring. We knew that
they like to throw the ball a lot.
When they were driving, our de-
fense came up with big turnovers,”
Garguilo said. “Scotch Plains has a
lot of big kids up front, but our
linebackers and linemen did a great

job of plugging the holes and stop-
ping the runs.”

On the Raiders’ final series,
Jegede had a 36-yard reception
and three plays later, he snagged
a six-yard reception in the end
zone with 10 seconds remaining.
John Murphy booted the point
after.

“They were arguably the best
team that we were going to play.
The Ledger and The Courier both
picked them to win. I appreciate
that, because that’s another thing
I can say to my kids. On paper
and on film, they could make the
argument that they were the best
team that we played thus far.
Every team that they played had
one loss between them,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.
Cranford 14   6   7   0 27
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0   0   0   7 7

Cranford Cougar Footballers Confuse Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders, 27-7

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE TOUCHDOWN…Cougar JP Christiano bashes through
for the TD. Christiano had 2 TDs against the Raiders

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO GET THROUGH…Raider Anthony Byers, No. 2, tries to
escape the grasp of Cougar linebacker Anthony DaSilva, No. 34.
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Three of the top contending
teams geared up for the Cougar
Classic Invitational gymnastic
meet held at Cranford High School
on October 1 by recording sea-
son-high team totals in their re-
cent regular-season meets, so
energy was indeed at a peak.

Despite a multitude of injuries,
the Westfield Blue Devils, win-
ners of five straight Cougar Invi-
tational meets, recorded their
highest score of the season,
105.475, in a meet against Eliza-
beth on September 27.

“It was a great meet. The girls
showed what they were capable
of doing. Injuries have been the
theme of our season. Lyndsay
Lee got injured two days ago, so
another all-arounder will not be
competing. It’s been a tough sea-
son, but my girls continue to work
hard, and their goal is to win and
to do their best,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Melissa Bryan said.

Sophomore Abby Cook, who
placed second in the all-around
last year at the Cougar Invita-
tional, has been nursing an in-
jury and was expected to com-
pete in every event.

“Abby has been injured, but she
has been working to come back
full time. Today, we will see her for
the first time as an all-arounder.
She always has been a strong
gymnast,” Coach Bryan said.

The Cougars proved to be the
team to beat after recording a
school record 108.575 in a re-
cent meet against Bridgewater-
Raritan.

“We set a team record when we
went against Bridgewater. The
girls have been very consistent
and worked hard,” Cougar Head
Coach Michelle Charney Hulse

said.
Cougar senior Mary Kate Walch

added, “We broke our school
record at Bridgewater-Raritan. I
think it would be great if we can
go out and win our own meet.
That is definitely our goal.”

Walch, the all-around cham-
pion last year, accessed, “I think
I am almost at the same spot as
last year, if not in a better spot.
I am pretty confident. I have
been building my way up, so I’m
hoping that I will be starting to
hit my peak sometime. If I don’t
win, it’s not the end.”

“She is at or above where she
was last year. We had the meet
a week earlier, so the girls had to
step it up, and they have really

risen to the challenge,” Coach
Charney Hulse said.

Walch beefed up her vault rou-
tine last year at the meet and
had another trick move in store
for this meet.

“I am not competing my
Tsukahara pike anymore. I am
doing a Yurechenko pike,” she
revealed

In addition to Walch, sopho-
more Alexandra Puryear has been
turning in some impressive all-
around totals, and several of her
Cougar teammates have been
hitting some strong scores on
individual events.

“Alexandra Puryear does a won-
derful job. She is a strong all-
around competitor,” said Coach

Charney Hulse, who noted that
Sara LoBue, Emily Grable and
Erin McAuliffe, and all the girls
are working as a team. They are
working to improve and better
themselves.”

Aware of the Cougars’ recent
accomplishments, coach Bryan
said, “My girls are coming in
humble. They are coming in want-
ing to keep this title, but as
always, Cranford is right there
with us. It’s going to be tough
competition. I wish everyone
luck.”

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders also recorded a season-
high and came into the meet
hoping to be competitive.

“We are trying to beat our
season high. We
just broke our per-
sonal record for the
eight years that I
have been here. We
had 105.3 against
East Brunswick, so
we are very excited
as a team. We want
to move forward
and see if we can
score even higher,”
said Head Coach
Lisa Cerchio, who
added, “We want to
stick beam. Once we
stick beam, we are
going to increase
our score even
more.”

Several Raiders
were expected to
record some out-
standing perfor-
mances, which in-
cluded Alex Peluso
and Melissa Gara,
who would compete
all-around, fresh-
men Maddie
McNicholl and Jamie
Bush, junior Zoe
Stein and sopho-

COUGARS PURYEAR & WALCH, BLUE DEVIL COOK PLACE 1-2-3 IN ALL-AROUND TOTALS

Cougars Outdo Blue Devils For Cougar Classic Crown

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING SECOND IN THE ALL-AROUND…Cougar MaryKate Walch placed second at the
Cougar Classic Invitational gymnastics meet on September 30 with an all-around score of 36.35.
She also took first in the vault with a 9.55.

more Kacie Bumiller.
As expected, by the end of the

evening, the Cougars took the
top team honors with a total of
108.35, followed by the Blue
Devils at 105.525 and the Raid-
ers at 102.450. Union Catholic
took fourth at 96.975, followed
by A.L. Johnson at 95.925, North
Brunswick (NB) at 91.625 and
Union at 89.3.

Puryear took top all-around
honors with a 37.125, followed
by Walch at 36.35 and Cook at
35.775. U.C. Viking Nicole
Pietrapertosa took fourth at
35.25, followed by Peluso at
35.075 and ALJ’s Bianca Briscese
at 34.975.

Walch won the vault with a
9.55, followed by Puryear at
9.375, Pietrapertosa at 9.3,
Briscese at 9.05, Peluso at 8.95
and Bumiller at 8.85. Puryear
grabbed first on the uneven bars
with a 9.3, followed by Cook at
9.175, Walch at 8.85, Lee at
8.75, Blue Devil freshman Jenna
Rizkalla at 8.725 and Alexis Gabel
(NB) at 8.635.

Cook had the top score on the
balance beam with a 9.45, fol-
lowed by Puryear at 9.4, Blue
Devil Sara Shields at 9.175,
Briscese at 9.15, Gabel at 9.1
and LoBue at 9.1. Cook also had
the top score on the floor exer-
cise with a 9.4, followed by
Shields at 9.35, Gabel at 9.175,
Puryear at 9.05 and Walch at
9.0.

Although not in the top six,
Blue Devil Rizkalla had an all-
around total of 33.325. Junior
Kelly Vasel had and 8.3 on vault,
followed by senior Kaitlyn
Johnson at 8.2 and Rizkalla at
7.95. Vasel and Rizkalla had re-
spective scores of 8.25 and 7.95
on beam. Vasel and Rizkalla had
respective scores of 8.8 and 8.7
on the floor, and Johnson had an
8.1 on bars.

See story & team photos

In The Westfield Leader
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County Incinerator Refinancing Details Are Concern for Ratepayers
Editor’s note: This letter was
sent to Mr. Williams of the
DeCotis law firm and copied
to the newspapers.

*****
I received your response let-

ter. Thank you for sending it.
We could go back and forth
with point/ counterpoint. But I
will leave it as is with the fol-
lowing points. I still have a
major concern with the struc-
ture and premise of this latest

refinancing.
I quickly perused it and felt it

did not answer fully the amor-
tization discrepancies I pointed
out and the balloon payment
resolution.

1) That 37 percent off the
gross revenues for the last 5
years I feel is still preposterous
for a basic industry like incin-
eration, but that is your stance
and you did show some back
up numbers in your letter of
explanation albeit question-
able. This forecast of yours is
all tenuous since we have no
idea what the future brings,
and to allow such potential li-
ability of future constituents, I
feel is wrong. This forecast is
not ironclad for both our side’s
claims of course. I do agree at
least with you electric revenue
share of 10 percent meaning
$3 million. That’s the only $
that makes sense to me, but it
still is an iffy proposition to
generate $30 mill in electrical
sales when who knows what is
going to be done with power
and the “green” direction.

2) In addition certain expla-
nations of yours were seriously
problematic. For example —

with the explanation of UC get-
ting the $2 million, which you
said is based on surplus yet,
Union County government tried
to take that $2 million and
balance their budget back in
March of 2011. I still stand with
the $8.8 million in savings of
which only $4 million was ac-
counted by you. (that $4mil-
lion included the UC
government’s $2 million per
your own explanation). I ap-

preciate your explanation of
bottom of page 5, which now I
see numbers appearing that
were not explained in the past
hearing. You have year 2012
with a difference of $8,147,000.
I include in my amortization
table the 1998 deficiency bond
refinance (the second bond
other than the facility lease
bond) which saves around an-
other $1 million, so we come
close in our numbers. So now I
see some kind of numbers for
2012 of $4.3 million and then a
$1.2 million number for “lower
tip fees”. There is no verifica-
tion or backup for these num-
bers. They are different from
the numbers explained in pub-
lic. You can see that things to
me as a resident are too “wig-
gly” and so very questionable.
Plus why is Covanta getting all
that extra money in the far
right column. And you did not
explain where the $1 million in
savings from the 2nd bond re-
financing is going. So there is
still at least $3.6 or more mil-
lion not justified.

3) You continually fail to rec-
ognize that “we, the towns,
are the county” when it comes

to who the risk is placed upon
to pay for any financial cost
impacts Ask yourself, where
does the county gets most of
its money?

4) You mention the many
eyes that reviewed this. Possi-
bly in an ideal world this would
be great, but here in NJ, it
appears that everybody de-
pends on someone else since
no on wants to take any true
responsibility. As President
Reagan said once: “Trust but
verify”. That’s why I expended
my time on this issue.

5) The reviews that were
made may have actually cov-
ered the original refinance con-
tract of 2045, so the reviewing
authorities may not even be
aware of this balloon payment
derivation. (this is only my con-
jecture of the procedure). If
this is true then the second
upcoming review no one is re-
ally aware of the structure and
it will be interesting to see
what comes out of it from the
authorities. This is why you
have gone through the 2nd
McEnroe hearing process.

6) I am amazed that no one
on your side has put together
an amortization table similar
to my attachment 1. You find
fault with it yet you actually
had this same chart in your
original petition docs. I just
updated it and showed a refi-
nance difference — so I am not
wrong in bringing this into the
argument.

Other points made and re-
butted are more minor in na-
ture so compared to the finan-
cial ones; I did not look at
them.

I did send my letter to the 14
towns, and I believe you are
sending your rebuttal to them
also — I hope.

I may be at some of the

other town council meetings to
explain my point so we may
cross paths on occasion.

To note, I haven’t changed
my mind on my stance. You did
not disprove my financial claims
to any satisfaction. Even you
point out that there is millions
that are going to Covanta that
IMHO shouldn’t and is not jus-
tified. That is the ratepayers’
money.

Thank you for your time and
attention for the explanation.

Bruce Paterson
GarwoodLetter to the Editor – more next page

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Probitas Verus Honos

Arrogance of Public By Freeholders
For ‘10 MusicFest Is Another Red Flag
At the last freeholder meet-

ing I asked for an apology
from the freeholder board for
their mismanagement and lack
of oversight of 2010 MusicFest.
The Westfield Leader, the only
newspaper that consistently
has a reporter present at free-
holder meetings, reported that
Union County Freeholder
Chairwoman Deborah Scanlon
said she did not feel an apol-
ogy was warranted from the
county following the release
of a report by the prosecutor’s
office highlighting the lack of
full financial accounting re-
ports from the county and its
vendors for the operation of
the 2010 MusicFest event held
in Clark.

Freeholder Sullivan’s re-
sponse was to complain that I
had mispronounced Prosecu-
tor Theodore Romankow’s
name.

Freeholder Vice-Chairman Al
Mirabella acknowledged that
proper controls were not in place
in 2010 and were added for this
year’s event held recently. I do
not believe that is enough. Not

one county employee was held
responsible, including the free-
holders who the county man-
ager reports to.

The Union County Watchdog
Association (UCWA) submits
that proper controls were not in
place since 2007 when we be-
gan monitoring the costs of
MusicFest. The county’s claims
of the costs of their MusicFests
never added up within the docu-
ments they would provide
through the OPRA.

Everything former county
manager George Devanney was
involved in overseeing is sus-
pect and should be audited by
the State Comptroller’s office,
not by the Union County Pros-
ecutor, who presents his bud-
get to the freeholders and draws
a paycheck from the county
payroll and socializes with the
Devanney family.

The arrogance and contempt
of the public shown by the free-
holders for 2010 MusicFest is
another red flag.

Tina Renna, UCWA
Cranford
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Editor’s Note: The following
letter was sent to PSEG and
copied to this newspaper.

I am asked often will PSEG
move or protect the substation
that was impacted by flooding
that caused 6,000 residents to
be without power for several
days? That is 25 percent of the
town’s population. We had sev-
eral streets in Cranford like
Balmiere, that were without
power longer, who also had
been directly hit by the flood.
Our business district was shut
down for a week, which had to
hurt many of these small busi-
nesses. Westfield, too, had im-
pacts from the loss of the high
voltage line.

In no way am I critical of the
responsiveness of PSEG.

I am sending a copy of this
request to the local newspaper
because I have an obligation to
ensure I ask publicly and you
answer. On the one hand the
substation building is actually
on the historical registry, so past
storms apparently had no im-
pact. One of the workers, Felipe,
was very disturbed when I men-
tioned the equipment had to be
moved; he talked about the his-
tory there. That doesn’t go over
well with residents. But Felipe
was so engaged in what he was
doing.

We are not sure why, but the
size of the river flows during
storms has risen in the past two
decades, and the question of
will it happen again is on our
collective minds. We have that
data for your review.

Cranford would like a report
from PSEG on what the utility
intends regarding the substa-
tion. We do believe it needs to
be moved to another location or
the equipment needs to be lifted
up outside of 500-year storm
damage.

You are invited to our October
11 meeting anyway so we can
say thanks to you for the efforts
you made to restore power
quickly. We are inviting many
others who assisted the com-
munity to say thanks. We have
a workshop meeting before the
formal meeting and would ap-
preciate knowing what is next
with regards to this issue.

I want to stress again knowing
someone cared during the tough
time was so very important.

Dan Aschenbach
Mayor of Cranford

Thanks to All Who Helped With Book Drive
At Brookside Place School After Hurricane Irene

We would like to extend our
sincerest thanks to everyone
who assisted with the Brookside
Place School (BPS) Book Drive.
With the help and generosity of
many people and organizations
in Cranford and our surround-
ing communities, we collected
thousands of books and were
able to help the BPS teachers in
every grade level begin to re-
build their classroom libraries,
which were destroyed by Hur-
ricane Irene.

We still have many boxes of
useful books that simply will

not fit in the temporary class-
rooms and are in storage for
when the students and teach-
ers return to BPS.

We would like to specifically
thank the PTAs of all the
Cranford and Westfield Public
Schools, as well as the Westfield
Area YMCA, for helping us get
the word out about the book
drive. We are grateful to the
YMCA for being a drop-off site
and to the Cranford Commu-
nity Center for providing space
to collect, sort and store books.

Thank you to the many indi-

vidual book donors and local
organizations that quickly re-
sponded to our need with an
abundance of wonderful books.
A special thanks goes to Scho-
lastic, Barnes & Noble, and
BookBGone for their particu-
larly generous book donations.

We also appreciate the kind-
ness of all those who made
considerate monetary dona-
tions. We collected over $1,200,
which will be used to purchase
specific titles that are still
needed, as well as additional
classroom supplies lost as a
result of the storm.

Finally, there was a small
army of volunteers who helped
to sort through, organize, dis-
tribute and move into storage
the many books that we re-
ceived. It was truly a group
effort. We could not have done
it without all of you.

Brookside Place School is for-
tunate to be part of such a
wonderful community so will-
ing to support neighbors in
need. On behalf of the families
and teachers of BPS, thank you
very, very much.

Mary Castle, Megan Marchese and
Debbie McCaffery; Cranford

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO GET THE HANDODFF…Cougar JP Christiano, No. 36, prepares to get the handoff from
quarterback Reggie Green, No. 7, as head coach Erik Rosenmeier looks on in the game against the Raiders
in Scotch Plains on October 1. The 4-0 Cougars defeated the Raiders, 27-7.

Cranford Mayor Reports on PSEG
Substation, Questions Future
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John J. Quattrocchi and Ms. Tracy Lanzet

Ms. Tracy Lanzet Engaged
To John J. Quattrocchi

David Lanzet and Ms.
Rosario Garcia of Union have
announced the engagement
of their daughter, Ms. Tracy
Lanzet, to John J. Quattrocchi.
He is the son of Mayor Patricia
and John E. Quattrocchi of
Garwood.

The bride-to-be is employed
with the Hillside Board of Edu-
cation. She received her un-

dergraduate degree from
Montclair State University in
2007 and is pursuing a master’s
degree in school administra-
tion at Kean University.

Her fiancé is employed by
Pathmark of Garwood and is
a graduate of Arthur L.
Johnson High School in Clark.

The nuptials are planned
for August 2012.

Charter Schools Discussed During LVW Forum in Cranford
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The Union Area
League of Women Voters presented
a League perspective on charter
schools, September 20, at the
Cranford Community Center. The
Union Area League is comprised of
members from Union, Cranford, Lin-
den, Springfield, Westfield and other
communities.

The speaker was Sandra Matsen,
a former president of the state league,
and co-chairwoman of the state
league’s education committee.

Ms. Matsen began by defining a
charter school as a public school that
operates independently of a local
district’s BOE under a charter granted
by the state Commissioner of Educa-
tion.

 “Once a charter is approved and
established, it is managed by a board
of trustees, with status as a public
agent and authorized by the state BOE
to supervise and control the school,”
she said. She added that a charter
school is a corporate entity with all the
powers needed to carry out its mission
or charter program.

She said the League’s position
was to support the intent of charter
school legislation to encourage inno-
vation within public schools. How-
ever, she added, “The NJ DOE (De-
partment of Education) needs to de-
fine innovation so that all stakehold-
ers are clear about the rational for
granting a charter.”

She also said the League would
like to see the NJ DOE develop a
process with charter schools for shar-
ing effective teaching practices and
innovation. She said, “The League
would like to see full NJ DOE fund-
ing for special-needs students in char-
ter schools.”

Ms. Matsen said the league is op-

posed to allowing established private
and parochial schools to obtain a char-
ter. It also is opposed to promotion of a
specific ethic theme, and calls for close
monitoring of for-profit corporations’
involvement with charter schools.

She also said the law pertaining to
charter schools that was passed in 1995
and amended in 2000, stated that char-
ter schools would have the potential to
improve learning; increase education
choices; encourage new and innova-
tive learning methods; establish new
forms of accountability; require mea-
surement of learning outcomes, and
establish new professional opportuni-
ties. Only the commissioner of educa-
tion can establish a charter school.

The law foresaw charters in every
county. It stated that an existing school
with 51 percent of its teaching staff
and 51 percent of parents in support
might apply to convert to a charter
school.

Application requirements under
the law call for 15 areas with instruc-
tions and evaluation criteria and a
financial plan. Applicants are required
to state their mission, vision and edu-
cational philosophy and how to pro-
mote student achievement and to de-
scribe an innovative approach to de-
liver curriculum.

The law states that once the char-
ter is granted, the mission cannot be
amended and must be relevant and
sustainable for the duration of the
charter.

Ms. Matsen said that at the 10-
year mark, the New Jersey League’s
Education Committee examined six
charter schools: Greater New
Brunswick, Princeton, Red Bank,
Team Academy and Unity Academy
of Morristown and Village School
of Trenton. The review included
trustee meetings and superintendent
interviews, all of which indicated that
there is no innovative exchange of
programs, curriculum or staff devel-

opment between the charter schools
and their sending districts. These
shared principles are the basis of the
League’s support.

In light of these facts, the League
supports A-3852/S-2243, which
would require voter approval at an-
nual school elections prior to the
establishment of a charter school.
This bill has passed the Assembly
and is in committee in the Senate.
The League opposes A-2806/S-155,
which would permit conversion of
non-public schools in failing school
districts to charter schools. The bill
has passed in the Assembly and is up
for a floor vote in the Senate.

The League supports A-3356/S-
3301, which would modify charter-
school law regarding enrollment, re-
vocation of a charter and monitoring.
It passed the Assembly and is in com-
mittee in the Senate.

The League has no position on A-
3083/S-2198, which would allow up
to three public institutions of higher
learning to be authorizers. It also
would make changes in charter law
by increasing monitoring and over-
sight for all authorizers. It passed in
the Assembly and is in the Senate
budget hearings now.

Ms. Matsen concluded by stating
the League’s concern on the capacity
of the N.J. DOE to do the monitoring
and oversight of the division of char-
ter schools. The league wants rigor-
ous vetting of applications and local
control of charter-school finances.

The league questions expansion of
charter schools when the DOE is call-
ing for small regional schools to re-
gionalize, yet approving charters of
multiple grades with less than 100 in
proposed enrollments.

Members of the audience ques-
tioned the purpose of charter schools
and if the teachers are certified.

Ms. Matsen assured the audience
that the teachers are certified and said

that while most charters are in urban
areas, the DOE is now getting appli-
cations from residential districts.

The League program was part of an
initiative that will continue this fall by

which the League is examining several
aspects of education in conjunction with
the National League, and, based on its
conclusions, will lobby legislators to
promote its positions.
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FREEDOM RUN – Justin Van Dyk, 29, of Cranford, and Kate Warren, 25, of
Westfield, were the top male and top female overall finishers in the Kenilworth
Freedom Run held September 25. The 5K race, along with a 2K Freedom Walk,
was held in conjunction with the national “America Supports You” initiative,
which recognizes residents’ support for U.S. military men and women. Dona-
tions made during the event will be used to ship packages of needed provisions
to troops stationed overseas.

UCC Gala to Raise Funds
For Student Scholarships

CRANFORD – The Union
County College Foundation
will be celebrating its 19th
Annual Gala on November 3,
at The Grand Summit Hotel.
The cocktail hour and silent
auction will begin at 6 p.m.
and dinner, dancing, raffle,
and live auction will begin at
7:30 p.m.

Held to raise money for
scholarships for students, the
event helps further the core
mission of the college, to pro-
vide students with affordable,
accessible, and quality edu-
cation.

The Union County College
Foundation will be honoring
Gil Chapman, former presi-
dent of Island Ford, Inc., foot-
ball player for the University
of Michigan, and former NFL
player for the Buffalo Bills;
and Mario Henry, formerly of
the New England Patriots and
Buffalo Bills NFL teams. Both
honorees have distinguished
themselves through commu-

nity service and civic and
charitable support. Join the
Foundation to recognize these
positive role models for Union
County College students.

A 10-member Committee of
community volunteers man-
ages the gala. Foundation
Board Chair Carol A. Hertling
chairs the gala committee.

The event will feature bal-
loons with prizes in the $100
range. At the live auction, a
giclee print by local artist,
and Union County College
alumni, Theo Tamborlane, will
be on the auction block. En-
titled “Ombrello’s World,” the
picture pays homage to Union
County College professor, Dr.
Thomas Ombrello of the hor-
ticulture department.

For more information on how
to be a sponsor, purchase an
ad, or purchase a ticket to
attend, please contact the
Union County College Foun-
dation at (908) 709-7505 or
go to uccfoundation.org.

CRANFORD – Autism
Speaks, North America’s larg-
est autism science and advo-
cacy organization, has an-
nounced that the eighth an-
nual North/Central New Jer-
sey Walk Now for Autism
Speaks fund-raising and
awareness event will take
place on Sunday, October 16,
at Nomahegan Park in

Cranford.
All event proceeds will sup-

port Autism Speaks’ work,
both locally and nationally, to
increase awareness about the
growing autism health crisis,
fund autism research and fam-
ily services, and advocate for
the needs of individuals with
autism and their families in
New Jersey and beyond.

The Walk Now for Autism
Speaks events are the signa-
ture fund-raising events for
Autism Speaks, and raised
more than $26 million in 2010
alone to support autism re-
search, awareness and advo-
cacy.

The day will include a three-
mile walk and a Community
Resource Fair featuring local
autism service providers with
educational resources and
creative child-friendly activi-
ties. Additional children’s ac-
tivities will include a Home
Depot Kids Workshop and
Moon Bounces, among other
offerings.

“In addition to raising funds
and awareness, the walk is a
chance for families to come
together and enjoy a day of
laughter, hope and commu-
nity,” said Jennifer Love,
North/Central New Jersey
Walk chairwoman. “Working
together, we are making great
strides toward improving the
lives of people with autism
and their families.”

Toys “R” Us® and Babies “R”
Us® will serve as the North
American sponsors of Walk
Now for Autism Speaks. Addi-
tional sponsors will include
McCarter & English, Robinson
& Cole, and C.R. Bard.

For more information about
the 2011 North/Central New
Jersey Walk Now for Autism
Speaks, visit
walknowforautismspeaks.org/
NCNJ or contact the New Jer-
sey Regional Office at (609)
228-7332 or
NewJersey@autismspeaks.org.

Eighth Annual Autism Walk to Be Held
At Nomahegan Sunday, October 16

CRANFORD – AzureMasada
Lodge Free and Accepted Ma-
sons of New Jersey, located at
478 South Avenue, East, in
Cranford, has scheduled an
open house for Saturday, Oc-
tober 15, from 1 to 3 p.m. This
program – part of a statewide
Square and Compasses Day –
will give the community an
opportunity to discover the
history of Freemasonry.

The public will be able to
tour the Lodge Building, which
has been located at the corner
of South Avenue and Thomas

Street for nearly 80 years.
Members of the Masonic Lodge
will be available to answer
questions about their Lodge,
Masonic origins, regalia and
practices, as well as their com-
munity charitable involve-
ment.

For additional information
about the Free Masons, call
Philip Donnelly at (908) 789-
0813 or e-mail
pad57@comcast.net.

Probitas Verus Honos

Masonic Lodge Plans Open House Oct. 15
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