
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-1  Thursday, November 24, 2011

goleader.com/ballyhoo

BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo
Submit commentary and items for publishing.

Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

l'ennemi du journaliste

CranforCranforCranforCranforCranford Cougar High School Sportsd Cougar High School Sportsd Cougar High School Sportsd Cougar High School Sportsd Cougar High School Sports

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Prevent running back sensa-
tion Greg Jones from tearing up
the turf as he had done all season
was the Cranford High School
football team’s primary focus in
practices leading up to the third-
seeded Cougars’ showdown with
second-seeded Colonia in the
semifinal round of the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 3 tourna-
ment in Colonia on November
19.

The 9-1 Cougars’ veteran de-
fense did its homework in glori-
ous fashion, while the offense
inflicted punishment on the Pa-
triots’ defense en route to a 34-
7 victory to place them in un-
charted territory of having been
the first Cranford High School
football team to play for the sec-
tional championship.

The Cougars’ defense limited
Jones, who had 450 yards rush-
ing in a 33-21 victory over previ-
ously unbeaten Wall Township
on November 5, to just 28 yards
rushing in the first half and 30 in
the second half before bringing
in the reserves for the final two
plays of the game where Jones
would add another 60 yards, in-
cluding a 42-yard touchdown

(TD) run with 30 seconds re-
maining.

“I knew we had a good defense.
We looked at the Summit game

as a lesson that it was going to be
an aberration. We believe that
we can play good defense against
anybody. He’s [Jones] a great

player, but we have great play-
ers too. Some people came up to
me and said, ‘you got to figure he

is going to get a couple,’ and I
told the team he gets nothing.
We weren’t going to be OK with
him getting anything. That was

our mindset from the beginning.
[Defensive coordinator Joe]
Hubert and our defensive staff
did a great job. I just get to hang
out and coach offense,” Cougar
Head Coach Erik Rosenmeier

said.
In the meantime, it was Cougar

junior quarterback Reggie Green,
who tore up the grass field, with
192 rushing yards on 20 carries,
including respective TD runs of
60 yards and 54 yards. Green
also completed two of three pass
attempts for 50 yards, both to
wide receiver Ryan Williamson.

Running back Chris Witwick
carries seven times for 67 yards,
including a 26-yard TD sweep
around the right side, and run-
ning back J.P. Christiano added a
one-yard TD plunge. Senior Eric
Garguilo added a two-point con-
version.

“As good as everybody said
that Jones was, I looked on the
defensive side of the ball and
they [Colonia] had three shut-
outs. I put the pressure on the
offense that it’s up to us to move
the ball. We responded. We got
the big play early, and I think
that it calmed down the nerves,
and we were able to execute,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

Sophomore Troy Kettler kicked
respective field goals of 32 yards
and 20 yards to go with a pair of
PAT’s (points after touchdown).

“For a sophomore, that’s a lot
of pressure to be under. Troy
made those field goals. Rather
than getting nothing, it was a
good job by him,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

“He showed that he can knock
down field goals when he has to,”
Green said.

The Cougars’ offense sent a
message early, taking only two
plays to hit pay dirt on the open-
ing drive when Green found an
opening in the middle at the line
of scrimmage then hooked down

GREEN RUNS FOR 2 TDs, J.P. CHRISTIANO TD, WITWICK TD, KETTLER TWO FIELD GOALS

Cougars Halt Patriots, 34-7, in Grid Section Semifinals

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RECOVERING A FUMBLE…Cougars JP Christiano, No. 36, and Mike Klimek, No. 57, indicate that Cranford
recovered a Patriot fumble in the sectional semifinal game in Colonia on November 19.
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Cranford Cougars Halt Colonia Patriots, 34-7, in Grid Sectional Semifinals
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the right sideline for his 60-yard
TD with just over one minute off
the clock to make the score 7-0.

“The whole line did a great job
of creating holes. At first I thought
I was going to get tackled, then
Ryan Williamson came in and
made a great block, so I could
get to open field and score,”
Green explained.

On the ensuing kickoff Cougar
defensive lineman Chris Folinusz
delivered a message with a
crunching tackle at the Patriot
21. On their next possession, the
Cougars pulled off a little slight
of hand. The Cougars lined up on
a fourth-and-four, indicating an
effort to go for the first down.
Instead Green pitched out to
Williamson, who got off a punt,
while the Patriots had nobody in
the backfield for a return. The
ball came to rest at the 19-yard
line.

“We had practiced that earlier
in the year. We thought it was a
great opportunity to bring it out.
We thought that this was going
to be a field position game, and
it was,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

“Coach put that in this week.
Ryan made a great punt, and we
were able to pin them back deep,”
Green said.

One play later, Folinusz recov-
ered a fumble at the 23.

“There were a couple of big
hits, and I saw the ball pop out,
so I dove on it,” Folinusz ex-
plained.

After a three-yard loss on the
first running attempt, Green
handed off to Witwick, who
scooted around the right for a
26-yard TD with 5:23 left in the

first quarter. Kettler’s PAT was
good.

“Sometimes the defense keys
on me a lot, so when I fix up
Witwick, they think I have the
ball, but he has the ball. He was
able to make big plays off of
that,” Green said.

In the meantime, the Patriots’
offense was being hammered by
the Cougars’ defensive line, es-
pecially Folinusz, Ryan Farrell and
TJ Nichols, and linebackers Mike
Klimek, Christiano, Anthony
DaSilva and Nick Diaz. Klimek,
Folinusz, Diaz and Christiano each
recorded a quarterback sack.

“Coach Hubert gave us a great

game plan. We had two weeks to
prepare for him. We perfected
this defense, so when we got to
this game, we ran it the way we
had run it in all of our practices,”
Nichols said.

“I never had this feeling before,
but we practiced for two weeks
and we perfected our defense
and offense. Every single aspect
of their offense, Greg Jones, we
knew everything he did. He got
no touchdowns, except in the
last quarter. It was an outstand-
ing performance by the defense,”
Diaz said.

“We knew he was a great run-
ning back, but we have a great

defense. He’s only one man, but
we are a unit. We couldn’t give
Jones breathing room. That’s
what it came down to,” Klimek
said. “It was all about contain-
ment, and that was what we
were coached to do. The Summit
game put everything in perspec-
tive. We came out against Del
Val [Delaware Valley]. We ex-
ecuted well.”

The Cougars added a seven-
play, 44-yard scoring drive that
ended with Kettler’s 32-yard field
goal with 10:29 left in the half.
On the following kickoff, which
was a bit of a squib kick, DaSilva
recovered the ball on the Colonia

41. Seven plays later, Kettler
booted his 20-yard field goal to
make the score, 20-0. Towards
the end of the half, Williamson
got off a 47-yard punt that was
downed at the Patriot one by
Witwick.

The Cougars’ defense immedi-
ately picked up where they left
off. Klimek’s 10-yard sack of
quarterback Trent Barneys put
the Patriots in dire straits, but a
forward bouncing punt came to a
stop at the Cougars’ 13. Eight
plays later, Christiano plunged in
from the one for the TD. Garguilo,
who was holding for the PAT,
scooped the botched snap and
rolled to the left for the two-point
conversion with 4:50 left in the
third quarter. During that drive,
Williamson had a 45-yard recep-
tion.

The Cougars’ next score took
only three plays when Green
broke loose for a 54-yard TD with
11:00 remaining in the game.
The missed PAT prevented the
Mercy Rule from being invoked.
But on the ensuing kickoff,
Folinusz donated a “special de-
livery” cracking tackle that
caused the fans and the sidelin-
ers to go “Wooo!”

“I had a couple of nice hits. We
have competition with who hits
the hardest,” Folinusz said. “My
coach says defense wins cham-
pionships. It was like we are
predestined to be champions. If
you want to be a champion, you
have to play like a champion.”
Cranford 14   6   8   6 34
Colonia   0   0   0   7 7

See Cranford/Colonia
Story

In
The Westfield Leader
Newspaper – Page 11

Cranford/Parsippany Hills
N.J. Section 2, Group 3
Championship Game Set
for December 3 at 10 a.m. at
Kean University in Union

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEAPING FOR A TIPPED PASS…Cougars Ryan Williamson, No. 3, and Colonia Patriot Greg Jones, No. 6,  leap for
a tipped pass in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 semifinal won by Cranford on November 19.
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
CRANFORD – The U.S. Army

Corps of Engineers said a study
started nine years on the levees
along the Rahway River is only 30
percent complete and is $4 mil-
lion under funded. Towns along
the river have dealt with severe
flooding in recent years including
Hurricane Irene this past August
as the river has overflowed its
banks numerous times.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers began its feasibility study of
the Rahway River Watershed in
2002. Ms. McDonald said they ex-
pect to complete the feasibility
study in 2015, and following
completion the Corps would move
for authorization and appropria-
tion from the federal government.

The Corps needs $4 million to
complete the study and did not
receive any appropriations this
year, Project Manager Rifat Salim
said. “After nine years…we did not
receive the funding we antici-
pated,” Ms. Salim said.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Geotechnical Team Leader Stan
Sedwick said the Corps has stud-
ied 10 areas along the levee sys-
tem in the Rahway River in
Cranford. “There is potential for
seepage below the levees,” he
said, noting the said the areas
were monitored before Hurricane
Irene hit in August.

The levee is designed for two
purposes – to control seepage
and stability of side slopes, he
said. “The side slopes are gener-
ally stable,” Mr. Sedwick said.

“In this case, because of levee
reliability analysis, there is a prob-
ability of failure,” added Jodi
McDonald, chief of flood risk man-
agement for the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers.

“There weren’t any signs of ero-
sion that we saw,” Mr. Sedwick
said.

Considering the uncertainty of
the outcome of the study and the
long timeframe the U.S. Army

Corps of Engineers put forth to the
township committee, Mayor Dan
Aschenbach told The Westfield
Leader that the township commit-
tee would pursue “armoring and
strengthening” the levees them-
selves by reaching out to the Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) for funding.

The Army Corps has also been
studying the Lenape Park Basin
and how it may be an area to
improve to help mitigate flooding.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Hy-
draulic Engineer Andre Chauncey,
Jr. said he has no concrete an-
swers, but communicated an ar-
ray of possibilities he is studying,
including raising the elevation of
the levee overbanks by approxi-
mately six feet to alleviate flood-
ing during a 25-year storm.

Mayor Aschenbach told The
Leader, “If the community can’t
wait for the Army Corps,” than the
committee would seek funding
from state, county and the town-
ship to move forward on deepen-
ing the basin and elevating the
levees there. He said that would
protect the township from a 25-
year storm.

The Army Corps’ study of the
Rahway River has been modeling
for solutions to mitigate a 100-
year storm, which Hurricane Floyd
in 1999 was categorized. Irene
was categorized as a 500-year
storm.

Township Committeeman Dave
Robinson commented, “If you are
looking to stop a Floyd, it’s not
good enough. Say this (Irene) is
the new standard, this is what we
need to model.”

Homes that are outside of the
flood zone — which encompass
100-year storms — in Cranford,
and even those outside a 500-
year flood zone, were flooded as a
result of Irene.

Sima Murphy of Locust Avenue on
the northside of Cranford said she
lives outside the flood zone but was
impacted by Irene. She asked if the
Army Corps would be taking into
account those homes. Project Man-

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough council
voted 4-1 Tuesday night on a motion to
introduce a ordinance to freeze longevity
benefits. Councilman Victor DeFilippo was
the dissenting vote and Council President
Timothy Hak was not in attendance. The
council will vote to adopt the ordinance
with a public hearing on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13.

Non-union borough employees have the
opportunity to receive longevity benefits
after the borough has employed them for a
certain amount of time. The ordinance would
freeze payments at the level they are at now
and not rise. The benefit would not be
available to new hires or those employees in
line to receive longevity benefits.

During the workshop session, the coun-
cil discussed at length how the ordinance
was left with the council on July 12. In July,
the council was to make a motion on the
ordinance to amend longevity benefits.

Borough Attorney Joseph Triarsi and
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma argued
over the minutes of the July meeting. Ms.
Ariemma said at that meeting an ordinance
to repeal all longevity benefits was adopted
and then tabled, and at the time Councilman
Keith Sluka questioned the legalities of
that, asking Mr. Triarsi if it should be tabled
before being adopted.

Mr. Triarsi said Tuesday he did not
approve tabling the ordinance after being
adopted as it is not the correct legal proce-
dure, and the minutes were wrong in saying
he did allow it to be tabled after adoption.
Mr. Triarsi called Ms. Ariemma’s wording
in the minutes “convoluted.”

Ms. Ariemma held firm that her minutes

were stated accurately, and stated that the
taped recording of the meeting would prove
that.

The Westfield Leader on Wednesday
reviewed the taped recording of the July 12
meeting. The transcription is as follows:

“Mayor (Patricia Quattrocchi): May I
have a motion to adopt ordinance 11-12.

“Mr. Sluka: I would like to make a
motion to table ordinance 11-12.

“Mr. Triarsi: Councilman, we need to
introduce and second it. Then a motion to
table is in order. We need a motion to adopt
and second and then a motion to table is in
order.

“Mr. (James) Matthieu: Wasn’t it intro-
duced previously?

“Mr. Triarsi: No. We need a motion to
adopt it and second the adoption and then a
motion to table is in order. So we have to go
through that formality.

“Mayor Quattrocchi: May I have a mo-
tion to adopt 11-12.

“Mr. Sluka: Isn’t a motion to adopt then
become the privileged motion and then you
have to vote on it?

“Mr. Triarsi: No. The motion to adopt
has to yield to the motion to table. The
motion to table is the privileged motion.
You have three options here. You can move
to adopt and adopt it. You can move to
adopt, second it and table it. Or you can take
no action, and if you take no action at all it
simply expires and it fails for adoption.
Those are your three options at this point in
time. I need to have something before the
body to move to table.”

Then the governing body voted, 4-0, to
adopt the ordinance, and then a motion by
Councilwoman Sara Todisco was made to
table the ordinance.

After the meeting, Ms. Ariemma told

The Leader, “I was completely disre-
spected.” She called the council’s and bor-
ough attorney’s actions Tuesday “appall-
ing.”

“If they felt it was a problem, they
shouldn’t have said anything like that, and
just said we need to listen to the tape,” Ms.
Ariemma told The Leader.

Ms. Ariemma said after the governing
body and attorney listen to the minutes, and
see that the minutes were correct in report-
ing what happened at the meeting, then, “I
want a public apology from the attorney and
the governing body.”

Earlier, during the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Joe Wilds of Flemington,
who grew up in the borough and worked for
26 years as a police officer in the borough
and currently commutes to the borough for
his job as a full-time dispatcher, spoke
about his position against amending the
longevity benefits ordinance. He called the
action to freeze benefits, the “eventual de-
mise of the borough.”

“You took away raises and now you
want to take away perks such as longevity,”
he said.

“Is it worth destroying the hearts of our
employees?” he asked.

Currently, the payment of longevity
benefits, he said, is about $14,680 and
would mean taxpayers paying about $7 on
average. The total amount the council and
mayor receive in salary and benefits, he
said, totals about $31,900. Councilman
Louis Petruzzelli has grandfathered ben-
efits of about $20,400 a year. “Give back
all of you benefits,” he said to the council
and mayor.

“I have worked here for 13 years as
well. I agree with what Joe said,” Kathleen
Zabinski said.

ager Alek Petersen said the Army
Corps looked at all structures within
the 500-year flood plain.

“I had four feet of water running
past my home and I am outside
the 500-year flood plain,” said
Catherine Alexander of Crane Park-
way, located on the Southeast
quadrant of Cranford. She said
municipalities, up and downstream
including Cranford, are not adher-

ing to their stormwater manage-
ment regulations with redevelop-
ment and new development.

“We [Cranford] are allowing for
more and more 100-percent im-
pervious surface,” she said. The
mayor dissented her statement.

The township committee has said
they want to build a retention
basin on Birchwood Avenue where
a 360-unit building is proposed.

The township committee has said
they will continue to fight a
builder’s remedy lawsuit and a
subsequent ruling in the courts to
stop the development.

However, Mr. Chauncey said the
proposed basin on Birchwood Av-
enue would not alleviate floodwa-
ters backing up from the Rahway
River, but, “It will help localized
(flooding),” he said.

GW Council Votes to Freeze Worker Benefits

Army Corps Updates Towns on Rahway River Flooding
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By GINO JANNOTTI
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

After picking up my luggage two
weeks ago at the Belo Horizonte
Brazil airport, I walked out into
the terminal looking for relatives
who I have never met who would
be holding up a sign with my
name. But no one was there, and
I began to think that maybe this
trip was going to be a bust.

A couple of weeks ago, I re-
ceived an e-mail from Murilo
Osorio from Brazil telling me that
he traced his heritage back to
Antonio Iannotti, born in 1712 in
San Lorenzo Maggiore, Italy. That
is the same small village where
my great-great-grandfather was
born in 1841. Murilo told me that
Domenico and Francesco Jannotti
immigrated to Brazil in 1870 from
Celle di Bulgheria, a town near
Salerno, Italy, and that they were
descendents of Antonio, who
moved to Celle di Bulgheria from
San Lorenzo Maggiore.

He invited me to an annual
Jannotti family reunion in Brazil,
saying that at least 200 Jannottis
would be in attendance. I made
arrangements to fly from New-
ark to Washington, D.C. (Dulles)
to San Paolo to Belo Horizonte,
Brazil. Some of my friends
thought it strange that I would
agree to go to Brazil to meet
people that I did not know, and
not speaking Portuguese, based
on a series of e-mails received
from Murilo. So, when no one
was there to greet me, I won-
dered if they were correct. I went
to the airport information cen-
ter. The agent called a cell phone
number that I had been given for
one of the members of the “re-
ception” committee that I was
expecting.

To my relief, the agent said
that I should wait and the family
members were on the way. Sure
enough, a few minutes later,

people came up to me holding a
large sign with my name. Three
more members of the Jannotti
family joined them.

When I met Joseph Jannotti, 81
years old, I immediately saw the

Family Friend for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRAZIL FAMILY REUNION...Two hundred Jannotti family members held
their annual reunion two weeks ago in Vicosa, Brazil. See story on this page.

family resemblance and was
amazed that three centuries did
not diminish the family facial fea-
tures. I was taken to Joseph’s
home where he has lived for 40
years and met his family of four

daughters and two sons and vari-
ous grandchildren. Joseph is still
a practicing cardiologist and so
are two of his sons. One son-in-
law also is a practicing cardiolo-
gist and two grandchildren cur-
rently are in medical school. His
live-in cook, Maria, has worked
there for 30 years.

The welcome was a great expe-
rience but only the start of my
trip. A drive of three hours
through the mountains where the
Portuguese discovered gold and
semi-precious stones took me to
Vicosa, Brazil, where the family
reunion was to take place. On the
way, we stopped at Ouro Preto,
which translates to Black Gold, a
World Heritage site (UNESCO).
We visited the churches and the
stone market. At Viçosa, we met
Murilo and members of the fam-
ily who were staying at the hotel.
We went to dinner at a local
restaurant where about 50 rela-
tives were beginning the week-
end celebration.

The family spirit was truly thriv-
ing. The next day, we attended a
church service where the priest
was also a Jannotti. I was invited
up to the altar and was intro-
duced to over 200 members of
the family, a very emotional time
for me. Then we all gathered on
the front steps of the church for
a family photograph and followed
with a short drive to the reunion.

The food was the classic Brazil-
ian churrasco (BBQ) and the
drinks were served for over six
hours. I had photos taken at
each table, danced the samba,
laughed, joked and made friends
with family I never knew I had. I
was invited to have a Brazilian
drink, Cachaca, which was served
in a shot glass. So, I thought the
proper thing to do was to chug it,
which I did. But when the fire
broke out in my insides, and the
crowd began chanting “Gino,
Gino, Gino,” I thought that per-
haps I should have sipped it.

Being invited back for next

year’s reunion, I hope to bring
other U.S. and Canada-based
Jannotti family members to meet
their Brazilian cousins. I know it
will be an experience they will
never forget.

There is no “J” in the Italian
alphabet, so the script “I” of
Iannotti has been mistakenly
changed during immigration
many decades ago both in Brazil
and in the U.S. But there was no
mistake for me in taking the
chance to visit relatives I never
knew 5,000 miles away from my
home in Garwood.

Jannotti Family in Brazil; 5,000 Miles, Sight Unseen

Crossroads Draws Schoeman’s Ire
For Comedian’s Remarks

Editor’s Note: The following is a
copy of a letter sent to the man-
ager of The Crossroads.

I was shocked to read on page
18 of today’s (November 17) The
Westfield Leader - a comedian at
your establishment [The Cross-
roads] sharing his (her) experi-
ence ignoring coupons as a “re-
covering Jew!” This remark is
anti-Semitic, pure and simple,
and requires an apology by you
and on behalf of The Crossroads.

Jewish people should not fre-

quent your establishment until
you  apologize publicly and make
clear to the public that your policy,
which you must state to all your
performers, is that they must not
make anti-Semitic remarks or
anti-other people remarks!

It seems nowadays that “co-
medians” and “comediennes” be-
lieve that anything goes in order
to get a laugh. And a cheap
laugh, at that!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Knights Announce
Holiday Toy Drive

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus are collect-
ing brand-new, unwrapped toys
through December on behalf of
the children of St. Joseph’s So-
cial Service Center in Elizabeth.

Donations can be dropped off
after 4 p.m. weekdays at the
council hall, located at 37 South
Avenue in Garwood (opposite
PathMark). Parking is available
behind the hall off Willow Av-
enue. Individuals are asked to
use the side door entrance. The
Knights have requested that no
toys depicting violence be do-
nated. Individuals are asked to
call first on weekends before
bringing donations.

Monetary donations also are
welcome and may be made pay-
able to: Garwood K of C Toy
Drive, Attention: Keith Gallagher.

Since 1983, St. Joseph’s has
served the materially poor and
homeless community of the
greater Elizabeth area by provid-
ing basic human needs such as
food, clothing and medications,
as well as a wide range of ser-
vices and programs to help cli-
ents acquire the material goods
and social services they need to
live with integrity. For more in-
formation, call the Knights at
(908) 789-9809 after 4 p.m.
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