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GREEN, WITWICK, JP, McGUIRE BIG THREATS ON ‘O’; KLIMEK, DIAZ, NICHOLS & CO. ON ‘D’

Colonia, Jones to Be Real Test for Cougars’ Veteran Defense
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Two days from today, this Sat-
urday, November 19, at high
noon, the third-seeded, 8-1
Cranford High School football
team will square off in Colonia
with the second-seeded, 7-1
Colonia Patriots.

The intense Patriots’ running
game, featuring senior Greg
Jones and junior quarterback
Trent Barneys, along with wide
receiver Brian Brown will prove
to be a real test for the Cougars’
veteran defense.

“He [Barneys] is very athletic.
He can get out on the edge and
hurt you. They have play action.
People are stuffing the box. They
have people, who can make plays
down the field. Offensively, the
primary focus is Jones, but they
have some other guys, who can
hurt you,” Cougar Head Coach
Erik Rosenmeier said.

Jones is coming off a sensa-
tional performance in a 33-21
victory over previously unbeaten
Wall Township. The 5-10, 185-lb
Jones rushed for 450 yards to
elevate his season total to 1,768
yards, which includes 31 touch-
downs. The Patriots’ only loss

came on opening day against
Carteret. Three of their other six
victories came via shutout.

“I look at it as a challenge to our
defense. We have been physical
all year. They are well coached.

Here is a kid, who has had a
tremendous amount of success,
and I know that our defense will
get it done and try to stop him.

Other than one week, we have
played excellent defense. We are
going to look at that week as an

aberration until somebody else
proves us wrong,” Coach
Rosenmeier said. “He is an out-
standing player on a good foot-
ball team. You don’t get through
their schedule in that conference
without playing well.”

The Cougars’ very strong de-
fensive down linemen have
helped standout linebackers Mike
Klimek, Nick Diaz, JP Christiano
and Anthony DeSilva get a solid
grasp of the opposing teams’
running backs all season.

“Everyone has to do their job.
When Klimek makes all his tack-
les or I make a tackle, or [Ryan]
Farrell or [Chris] Folinusz, it is
because everyone else did their
job. [For example] Klimek makes
great plays, but when he makes
a tackle, it is because Folinusz or
I did our job on the defensive line
opening the holes for him. Ev-
eryone needs to be in their gap,
needs to line up properly and be
where they have to be. If we line
up where we are supposed to be
then we will be able to shutdown
Jones,” Cougar defensive line-
man TJ Nichols said.

But the Cougars have also been
very solid in the defensive
backfield.

“We have absolute trust in Garg
[Eric Garguilo], Reggie [Green]

Probitas Verus Honos
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WARMING UP FOR THE PLAYOFFS…The Cougars go through warm-up exercises during a practice on November
10. The Cougars will face the Colonia Patriots in in the North 2, Group 3 semis in Colonia on November 19 at noon.
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and [Sean] McGovern, [Chris]
Witwick and [Walter] James,”
Nichols added.

With three shutouts and a 7-1
record, the Patriots also have a
very solid defense.

“There have been times when
people have stacked the box and
stopped Jones early, but the other

team can’t score and get ahead.
They have two or three shutouts
on the year. They have held
people to less than 20 points.
Everyone else had scored less
than 21 other than their first
week against Carteret. The line-
backers [CJ Cimilluca and Chris-
tian Thomas] are two of the bet-
ter linebackers that I have seen
all year, and Jones and Barneys
are also in the secondary on de-

fense,” Coach Rosenmeier
pointed out.

After an impressive 41-7, vic-
tory over previously undefeated
Delaware Valley, followed by a
bye week, the Cougars’ mental
attitude may be affected.

“We hit a little bit of a speed
bump against Summit. We put

that behind us, and knew that we
had to get back on track against
Del Val. They were a good offen-
sive team. They put up a lot of
points per game. We knew that
we had to bounce back and play
the defense the way it is sup-
posed to be played, and that is
the same for this game. If we do
it the way the coaches draw it up
then we will have no problem,”
Nichols said.

“We really needed the game
against Delaware Valley. We were
embarrassed the way we played
against Summit. We had an op-
portunity to go out and play
against another undefeated foot-
ball team. I think our kids have a
lot of confidence going into the
next game. The fact that it is two

weeks away doesn’t really mat-
ter. It’s an opportunity to com-
pete in the playoffs and play for
a state championship,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

In preparation for the show-
down with the Patriots, there has
been no slowdown in the inten-
sity of the Cougars’ practices.

“We are not going easy. We’re
doing what we do. We haven’t
gone easy all year. There is no

reason for us to go easy now. We
will be in full pads now. We will be
in full pads a few days next week,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

A lot has been said about the
Patriots’ offensive punch and
about the Cougars’ veteran de-
fense, but the Cougars’ offense
with Green taking the snaps and
running backs Witwick, Christiano
and Adham McGuire, and wide

receivers Ryan Williamson and
Garguilo present quite a chal-
lenge to the Patriots’ defense.

“We have multiple players, who
can hurt you on offense. We have
to win the battle up front on both
sides of the ball. We are a foot-
ball team that has a lot of
strengths, and we are going to
try to take advantage of that,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

UCC Soccer Men Capture
Region XIX Championship
CRANFORD – The Union County

College (UCC) men’s soccer team
was named the NJCAA Region XIX
Champions after defeating Bergen
County College, 1-0, on October
31. The game-winning goal was
scored by Nicolas Garcia, which
led him to be named the “Offen-
sive Player of the Game.”

This is the fifth time the UCC
Men’s team has won the Region
XIX Title. With an 18-game win-
ning streak and a record of 17-1 in
Region XIX, the Owls are currently
ranked seventh in the nation with
an overall record of 20-2.

The team will compete, as a
member of the NJCAA Elite Eight,
in the first round of the NJCAA
National Championship at
Herkimer County Community
College in N.Y. Their first oppo-

nent is Nassau County Commu-
nity College today, November 10.

Head Coach Alex Louis is ex-
cited to return to the National
Championships, having led the
2009 team to be named the 2009
National Champions.

“I am absolutely thrilled for Alex,
his staff and his players. What
stands out to me the most about
their accomplishments is the ob-
vious reason why they play – For
the love of the game! If you had a
chance to watch them play, you
would be able to see that these
guys love the game and under-
stand the importance of playing as
a team. The young men are also
some of our best and brightest
student-athletes.” said Tammy
Smith, Dean of College Life, who
oversees athletics at the College.

Cougar Gymnast Walch Gets 11th at States
Cranford High School senior Mary Kate Walch tied for 11th all-

around with Abigail Nolte of Somerville with a total of 36.8 at the
NJSIAA individual championships at Montgomery High School on
November 12. Walch also tied for seventh with Marie Halliday of
Red Bank Catholic on the balance beam with a score of 9.35.

Westfield Blue Devil Abby Cook scored a 9.35 on the floor
exercise, a 9.05 on vault, an 8.85 on uneven bars and an 8.95 on
beam for an all-around score of 36.2. Cougar Alexandra Puryear
placed 12th in floor exercise with a 9.425. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raider Alex Peluso competed on the balance Beam.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON PUNT COVERAGE…The Cougars work on punt coverage on November 10 in preparation for their
playoff game with Colonia on November 19 at high noon. See story on page 13 of The Westfield Leader.
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COUNCIL
113 189 122 81 15 520
109 176 123 78 13 499
99 134 99 52 9 393
98 127 87 50 9 371

Louis Petruzzelli
Sara Todisco
Carol A. Kearney
Steven C. Blaufeder

D-1 D-2 D-3 D-4 Mail Total

GW BOE Terminates Clark
Agreement for Bus. Admin.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s board
of education (BOE) approved upon
commencement of executive ses-
sion Tuesday night the termination
of the Clark/Garwood Shared Ser-
vice Agreement for business ad-
ministrator services.

Business Administrator John
Bolil is no longer employed by the
Clark school district and, effec-
tive immediately, he will no longer
perform duties of the business
administrator for Garwood. He
will remain as the board secre-
tary through the end of the year,
at the rate of $1,000 per year.

Beginning as of yesterday,
Jeanine Murray replaced Mr. Bolil
as a part-time business adminis-
trator, receiving a $12,000 sti-
pend for the remainder of the
2011-2012 school year and an
additional amount not to exceed
$2,000 for dues and related fees.
Ms. Murray also is a part-time
eighth-grade teacher of language
arts and computers in the Garwood
school district.

The BOE had initiated the shared-
service agreement with Clark in
July 2009, which was due to expire
in June 2012. Christine Guerriero,
the Garwood Board of Education’s
liaison to the Clark BOE, told The
Westfield Leader, “It’s [share ser-
vices] not an easy thing to do.” She
said Garwood paid Clark about
$50,000 per year for business of-
fice services, which included busi-
ness administrator and board sec-
retarial duties.

At the start of the board meet-
ing, 15 students who received a
perfect score on the NJASK test
last year were honored. The fol-
lowing students received perfect
scores: Math: Dayna Gallucci,
NJASK8; Mark Stouffer, NJASK
3; Ross Wildes, NJASK 5; Anya
Nordstrom, NJASK3; Andre

Schlauberg, NJASK4; James
Duffey, NJASK 5; Kyra McDevitt,
NJASK 5; John Taylor, NJASK5;
Alexandra Knowles, NJASK3; Sci-
ence: Daniel Courtney, NJASK8;
Michael Pellino, NJASK 4; Chris-
topher Froden, NJASK4, Jason
Maher, NJASK4, Tomas Cvercko,
NJASK4, Brian Maher, NJASK8.

At the end of the public meet-
ing, the board adjourned to hold
an executive session to discuss
personnel matters, and the Octo-
ber 19 meeting held for contract
negotiations with the teachers’
association. “There is a possible
resolution, but it is premature to
discuss it at this point,” Board
Attorney John Geppert said in
response to resident Bruce
Paterson’s question about the sta-
tus of the contract negotiations.

There were three valid reports
of Harassment, Intimidation and
Bullying (HIB), and of the three,
two were substantiated, Superin-
tendent Teresa Quigley said. The
BOE also approved the revised
Crisis Management Regulations
and School Security Plan. Super-
intendent Quigley said she is work-
ing toward more plans for when
storms take down wires and cause
other damages that would be
cause to close the schools.

The board approved the follow-
ing goals for 2011-2012: focus on
Language Arts/Literacy test scores
with a specific emphasis on writ-
ing skills/technology; continued
monitoring of student math scores
as a means to assess the efficacy
of the Everyday Math Program;
implementation of procedures
based on the new bullying law that
will ensure students a supportive
learning community built on mu-
tual respect; and finalization of a
plan for the utilization of the Wash-
ington School as a source of rev-
enue while maintaining the ability
to access the facility for the future
use by the district.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY –  The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday hired outside attorneys
to represent former county man-
ager George Devanney, as well as
the county itself, in an lawsuit filed
by county employee Richmond
Lapolla, the brother of former
county manager Michael Lapolla.

Palumbo & Renaud of Cranford
will represent Mr. Devanney, while
LaCorte, Bundy, Varady & Kinsella
of Union was hired to provide de-
fense for the county. Both firms
were hired at a cost of $10,000
each.

Mr. Lapolla, who has worked for
the county for 32 years, has al-
leged that he was subjected to
“constant and continuing harass-
ment” and “unprovoked public
screaming” by Mr. Devanney, ac-
cording to a copy of the lawsuit
filed in state Superior Court in
Elizabeth in September. Mr.
Devanney retired as county man-
ager on August 1.

According to the suit, Mr. Lapolla
holds the civil service title of direc-
tor of repair and maintenance in
the Department of Engineering,
Public Works, and Facilities Man-
agement. He started with the
county as a maintenance repair
carpenter in 1979.

Mr. Lapolla alleged that Mr.
Devanney accused him of “perfor-
mance deficiencies” in an effort to
terminate him. Mr. Lapolla also
alleged that the county manager
moved key staff from the Depart-
ment of Operations and Facilities,
when he was department director,
to other departments and replaced
them with “inexperienced staff” in
an effort to “insure [Mr. Lapolla’s]
inability to be successful in run-
ning the department.”

“Devanney’s harassment created
an intolerable work environment
for [Mr. Lapolla],” the suit alleges.

The lawsuit alleges that Mr.
Lapolla went on sick leave and that
he is under the care of a psychia-

trist. He was reassigned to work at
the construction site of a new school
at the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools in Scotch Plains,
where he claims he had no author-
ity and was isolated from his de-
partment. He was reassigned to
the Union County Detention Cen-
ter in Linden, last year where the
suit alleges he “reports to a win-
dowless cinder-block closet” and
now suffers “severe anxiety and
depression.”

John Bury of Kenilworth ques-
tioned why an outside attorney
was being provided for Mr.
Devanney, as he was no longer a
county employee. “I read that law-
suit and it was a little disturbing.
This guy was sitting around for
years making $120,000 not doing
anything. Why he’d sue…?”

County Counsel Robert Barry re-
sponded to the lawsuit by stating,
“They’re allegations and not nec-
essarily the truth.”

“We will defend this case in a
court of law and not in the newspa-
pers or on blogs where allegations
are made. At that point we will, I
can assure you, be denying the
allegations and providing an ag-
gressive defense in this particular
matter,” Mr. Barry said.

Mr. Barry said the county is pro-
viding Mr. Devanney’s defense
given that the allegations “directly
relate to his function as the county
manager.” He said, in his opinion,
the county is “obligated” to pro-
vide a defense for a former em-
ployee “when they are sued in
their official capacity just as we
provide it to our employees.”

In other business, the board
awarded a one-year contract for
on-call website support to Web
Creations, LLC of Clark, in an
amount not to exceed $35,000, for
“on-call website support.”

“Have they done anything be-
sides the county website?” Mr.
Bury asked. The company was
previously given a $136,000 con-
tract last year which handled the
“redesign, implementation and
maintenance” of the county’s up-
graded website completed in 2010.

The board also approved a reso-
lution to have the county manager
apply for, and, if approved, enter
into an agreement with the New
Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion for its Fiscal Year 2012 Local
Bridges, Future Needs Program for
replacement of the Madison Hill
Road bridge over the Rahway River
in Clark in the amount of $1 mil-
lion.

Also approved was a $257,533
contract with Value Added Voice
Solutions LLC of Brielle for a voice
logging system. Andrew Moran,
director of the public safety de-
partment, said the county’s previ-
ous voice logging system dates
back to 2004. He said the system
serves the county police,
prosecutor’s office, sheriff’s de-
partment and public works. “It
records all radio frequencies that
the county currently operates, as
well as phone lines,” he said.

The freeholders’ remaining 2011
meetings will be Thursdays, De-
cember 1 and 15. Both agenda
sessions and regular meetings will
be held.

Garwood General Election Results

County Hires Attorneys for Lawsuit Defense
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Kerry Stubbs to Perform
At Sisterhood Meeting

CRANFORD – The Sisterhood
of Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim
has announced that its annual
Paid Up Membership Meeting will
be held on Tuesday, November
29, at 8 p.m. It will take place at
the temple, located at 338 Wal-
nut Avenue in Cranford.

Kerry Stubbs, a classically
trained tenor, will entertain at
the event. A native of Jamaica,
West Indies, and currently a
Kenilworth resident, he has per-
formed at venues ranging from
the Apollo Theatre to Carnegie
Hall. Mr. Stubbs received his
Bachelor of Music degree in
voice performance from
Westminster Choir College in
Princeton.

Mr. Stubbs teaches voice pri-
vately and is a certified music
educator in the Elizabeth public
school system. He also is a mem-
ber of the voice faculty at the
New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts in Westfield.

Mr. Stubbs’ operatic roles in-
clude Aeneas, in Dido and
Aeneas; Jailer, in Dialogue of
the Carmelites; the Brave in
Sunset Trail, performed at the
Opera House in Geneva, N.Y.,
and Casper, in Amahl and the
Night Visitors. Other credits in-
clude the Off Broadway produc-
tion of The Haggadah, at the
Public Theatre, produced by Jo-
seph Papp and directed by Eliza-
beth Swados; Frederick, in The
Pirates of Penzance, and, most
recently, as Father in Children of
Eden.

The gift shop will be open. Gift
cards, tribute cards, Torah Fund
pins, cookbooks and lucky lady
tickets will be available for pur-
chase.

Sisterhood President Myra Stein

will conduct a short business
meeting.

Membership Chairpersons Joan
Finkelstein and Mollie Sperling
are in charge of the evening’s
program.

Hospitality Chairpersons Joan
Finkelstein, Jill Schultz and Sandi
Sussman will serve festive re-
freshments.

For further information, call
the temple at (908) 276-9231.

CRANFORD – Amateur Astrono-
mers, Inc. will hold its monthly
meeting tomorrow, Friday, No-
vember 18, at 8 p.m. in the Roy
Smith Theater on the Cranford
campus of Union County College,
located at 1033 Springfield Av-
enue.

Professor Dale Gary, an astro-
physicist and AAI member, will be
the guest speaker. He will discuss
“Solar Radio Research and the
EOVSA.”

In 2009, the National Science
Foundation received $3 billion in
stimulus funds with instructions
to spend it within one fiscal year.
In response, a special program,
entitled “Major Research Instru-
mentation – Recovery and Rein-
vestment” (MRI-R-squared) was
announced. Through that pro-
gram, Professor Gary was
awarded $5.1 million for a major
expansion of New Jersey Insti-
tute of Technology’s solar radio
observatory, the Owens Valley
Solar Array. This project, called
the Expanded Owens Valley Solar
Array (EOVSA), is to be com-
pleted in time for the current
solar cycle maximum in 2013.

His talk will describe some of
today’s most compelling solar
research problems, what kind of
instrument is needed to address
these problems and how EOVSA
is designed to play a major role in
a new era of radio solar physics.

Following the presentation, at-
tendees will be invited to join AAI
members at the William Miller
Sperry Observatory for refresh-
ments and the chance to look
through the two largest amateur
telescopes in the northeast
(weather permitting). Sperry
Observatory is open to the public
every Friday evening, rain or
shine, between 7:30 and 10:30
p.m. for an informal talk and
observing. Admission and park-
ing are free.

On Saturday, November 19,
AAI will be at Trailside Nature
and Science Center in
Mountainside for a lecture and
star party from 7 to 9 p.m. For
directions and details, see
Trailside’s website, ucnj.org/
trailside. Further information
about AAI is available at
asterism.org or by calling (908)
276-STAR.

Trinity Episcopal Welcomes
All to Thanksgiving Service
CRANFORD – The Trinity Epis-

copal Church will host the annual
Thanksgiving Service on Wednes-
day, November 23, at 7 p.m.
Sponsored by the Cranford Clergy
Council and the Cranford Inter-
faith Human Relations Commit-
tee, the service will be open to all
residents of Cranford and sur-
rounding communities.

“People of all faiths will be gath-
ering together to give thanks to
God with prayers and hymns for
the many blessings we have re-
ceived in our lives,” said the Rev-
erend Gina Walsh-Minor, rector
of Trinity Episcopal Church. “At
Trinity, we are especially thank-
ful for being able to return to our
church building after the severe
floods from Hurricane Irene.”

The service will be held at Trin-
ity Episcopal Church, located at
the corner of North and Forest
Avenues in Cranford.

The Cranford Clergy Council
consists of clergypersons serv-
ing faith communities with con-
gregations in the Cranford area,
who choose to associate with

one another for purposes of fos-
tering understanding, establish-
ing mutual support, increasing
awareness of issues and making
appropriate programs available
to the community.

Members come from the follow-
ing faith communities: First Bap-
tist Church, Saint Mark AME
Church, First Presbyterian Church,
Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim,
Cranford United Methodist Church,
St. Michael’s Roman Catholic
Church, Calvary Lutheran Church,
Osceola Presbyterian Church and
Trinity Episcopal Church.

The Cranford Interfaith Human
Relations Committee is composed
of lay members of Cranford’s vari-
ous houses of worship that work
with the Clergy Council. Commit-
tee members help plan and coor-
dinate the service, which will in-
clude performances by the choirs
of the faith communities repre-
sented on the Council.

For more information about the
Thanksgiving Service, call the
Trinity Episcopal Church at (908)
276-4047.

Thank You Garwood
Voters for Support

Thank you for your support and
thank you for your vote of confi-
dence. We are very excited to
continue serving Garwood for the
next three years. We will do the
best we can to live up to your
expectations and to achieve our
campaign promises. The best in-
terest of Garwood is at the heart of
the matter and Garwood is in our
hearts. We will do our very best for
the residents of Garwood, provid-
ing transparency in our actions,
honesty in our communications,
and as always, the willingness to
listen to you and your concerns.

Louis Petruzzelli,
Sara Todisco, Garwood

Council

Cranford/Garwood/Area News

Probitas Verus Honos

GARWOOD – The Garwood Li-
ons Club will hold the
organization’s annual Pancake
Breakfast this Sunday, November
20, from 8 a.m. to noon. It will
take place at The Westwood, lo-
cated at 438 North Avenue in
Garwood.

Admission will be $7 per per-
son, with children under age 6
admitted free. The menu will in-
clude assorted juices, homemade
pancakes, bacon and sausage,
as well as tea or coffee.

Although best known for the
collection of used eyewear, the
Lions also raise funds for mul-

tiple ongoing projects which
serve the visually impaired,
scholarships for local residents,
the borough’s annual Halloween
Parade and Senior Citizens Pic-
nic, as well as providing finan-
cial support to youth baseball,
educational endeavors and
Scouting.

For more information regard-
ing the upcoming breakfast or
Lions membership, call Lion
Peggy Briggs at (908) 654-4977.

Lions Club Breakfast on Tap This Sunday

Solar Radio Research to Be
Topic For AAI Tomorrow
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By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times
GARWOOD — Thursday night

saw a gathering at the Cross-
roads, as the blues/rock outfit
The Knight Owls celebrated the
one-year anniversary of their
debut album. But the evening
was not solely about them, as
The Owls and the rest of the
night’s performers were gath-
ered to raise money and aware-
ness for pancreatic cancer.

A disease with a six percent
survival rate, pancreatic cancer
still remains one of the least
funded and least known forms of
cancer. “Because there are so
few survivors, there aren’t a lot
of people to campaign for it in
that capacity,” says Todd Cohen,
a representative of the Pancre-
atic Cancer Action Network who
passed out pamphlets and intro-
duced the bands. “We really rely
on events like this to raise aware-
ness and get funds going.”

The bands on the bill all had ties
to the disease. The Knight Owls
front-man John Check lost his
father to it. Sinsanity front-
woman Meg Williams dedicated
her performance to a friend who
passed away from the cancer. All
the money from the house was
donated, as well as half the band
merchandise.

Despite the personal ties, the
night began with laughs, as a
series of comedians took the
stage to warm up the crowd. The
acts were varied, and included
jokes about why the teens in
“Nightmare on Elm Street” never
used drugs to stay awake, to one
comedian’s experience ignoring
coupons as a “recovering Jew.”

The bands took the stage
around 9 p.m., with Sinsanity
taking the first slot. The band
played a half-hour set, mixing
the hard rock guitars of the 90s
with Williams’ Ann Wilson (of
Heart) style vocals. Their songs
were reminiscent at times of Pearl
Jam and Soundgarden, blending
impressive guitar work with a

heavy sound, especially on
standouts like “Electric Chair.”
Williams was also impressive, as
she contoured her body around
the small stage with ease.

After a short break, The Knight
Owls took the stage. Led by the

Choral Art Soci-
ety Announces
Messiah Sing

GARWOOD - The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, Inc. in
conjunction with St. Anne’s Ro-
man Catholic Church, announces
its annual Messiah Sing, which
will take place on Friday, Decem-
ber 2, at 8 p.m. at St. Anne’s
Church, 325 Second Avenue,
Garwood.

James S. Little, Musical Direc-
tor of The Choral Art Society of
New Jersey, will conduct the be-
loved Handel oratorio. The Mes-
siah will be accompanied on the
newly renovated pipe organ by
John Thomas, organist at Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel, Newark. The
Messiah Sing has become a
Westfield area tradition and is a
wonderful way to kick off the
holiday season. Audience mem-
bers are invited to bring scores
(or use those provided at the
door) to join the singing of both
choruses and solo sections, or
simply listen.

Mr. Little is no stranger to the
Messiah Community event, hav-
ing previously both accompanied
and directed the performance.
In addition to his duties as the
Director of the Choral Art Soci-
ety, he has been the organist
and choirmaster of Calvary Epis-
copal Church, Summit, since
1993, having previously held
similar positions at
Mountainside’s Community Pres-
byterian Church. At Calvary
Church, Mr. Little directs an adult
choir, two youth choirs and the
Calvary Concert Series.

Admission to the Messiah Sing
is $10 at the door where scores
may be borrowed for the
evening. For information about
the Choral Art Society, visit the
website www.casofnj.org or call
(908) 654-5737.

father-son duo of Check and his
son Matt, they began with the
lengthy instrumental “Gemini,”
which showed off Matt Check’s
psychedelic Allman Bros. guitar
style. They then launched into a
series of blues-rock songs like
the riff heavy “The Rain” and “Hit
the Bricks.” The band thrived
under Manny Pena and Ron

Wagenhoffer’s steady bass and
drums, while John Check added
steady rythym guitar, and sturdy
vocals.

The Owls made sure to take
time to thank the crowd for com-
ing and supporting their efforts,

as well as dedicating “Can’t Stop
Thinking About How You Are,” to
John Check’s wife. Matt Check
added some humor, thanking
people “who just wandered in
tonight,” as well as debuting the
new song “So Strange,” a long,
slow winding jam to end the set.

More on the The Knight Owls
and Sinsanity can be found at

w w w . r e v e r b n a t i o n . c o m /
theknightowls and
w w w . m y s p a c e . c o m /
sinsanityrock. More information
on pancreatic cancer, including
ways to raise funds, can be found
at www.pancan.org.

 Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MUSIC FOR A CAUSE...The Knight Owls celebrated the one year anniversary of their debut album by playing a charity
event at Crossroads in Gawood last Thursday. The event was held to raise awareness and funds for pancreatic cancer
research.

Probitas Verus Honos

Bands Meet At Crossroads to Benefit Pancreatic Cancer


