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GREEN SCORES 2 TDs, JP CHRISTIANO GETS 2 TDs; McGUIRE GETS TD GRAB, DWYER TD

Cougars Pounce on Terriers on Grid Senior Night, 41-7
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s not whether you get
knocked down, it’s whether you
get back up!

The Cranford High School foot-
ball team was knocked down se-
verely by Summit in a battle of
undefeated teams before a near
capacity crowd at Memorial Field
in Cranford on October 28.

The question at the time was
would the Cougars get back up?

That question was answered in
Cranford on Senior Night, No-
vember 4, when the Cougars
jumped up and pummeled the
formerly undefeated Delaware
Valley Terriers, 41-7.

“That’s exactly what [Head]
Coach [Erik Rosenmeier] has
been telling us all week. We have
to bounce back. We still have a
lot of season left. We have two
more games to play, and we plan
on winning them both. So we had
to show that we are a good team.
That Summit game wasn’t going
to ruin our season. It’s a good
way to get a win on our last game
here,” senior running back JP
Christiano said.

“This really showed our capa-
bility to come back from a tough
loss. The whole defense worked
hard all week long. It shows our
maturity and ability to come back
and beat a good team. This was
a 7-0 team,” junior linebacker
Nick Diaz said. “It was a great
game to come back before the
playoffs to get our morale up.”

Junior quarterback Reggie Green
carried nine times for 154 yards,
including respective touchdown

(TD) runs of 76 yards and three
yards, all in the first half. Christiano
(5 carries, 23 yards) had respec-
tive TD runs of three yards and
one yard, also in the first half.
Green also completed five passes
for 97 yards, the final one a 70-
yard TD strike to Adham McGuire
early in the third quarter.

The Cougars’ defense held the
potent Terriers’ running game to
just 22 yards in the first half, and
as long as their starting defense
remained on the field, Delaware
Valley was unable to move the
ball effectively in the second half.

“Coach [Joe] Huber really
coached us well. The defense

was very organized, very put
together. All the thanks to our
coaching staff! It was a team

effort. It all came together great,”
Diaz said.

The 8-1 Cougars wasted no
time as Green engineered a nine-
play, 62-yard scoring drive that
was concluded when Christiano
had an opening and slipped in
from the three-yard line with
7:50 left in the first quarter.

Troy Kettler kicked the first of
his five points after to make the
score 7-0

“We like to play physically. The
offensive line gets a good push

then Diaz and Jimmy [Dwyer]
gave me a real good punch. I just
walked right in,” Christiano ex-
plained.

On the 7-1 Terriers’ first pos-
session, Christiano batted down
a pass, Diaz and Mike Klimek
combined on the first of their
several sacks, and defensive back
Eric Garguilo blocked a field goal
attempt to give the Cougars pos-
session at their own 20. Two
plays later, Green scooted
through an opening in the middle
then slanted down the left side-
line for a 76-yard TD with 1:08
left in the first quarter, upping
the lead to 14-0.

Diaz and Klimek alternated
quarterback sacks on the Terri-
ers’ next possession then when
Delaware Valley recovered a Cou-
gar fumble at the Cranford 33,
Klimek extinguished the Terri-
ers’ thought of scoring with a 10-
yard sack.

“Klimek and I have a little com-
petition going on right now,”
chuckled Diaz.

The Cougars followed with a
10-play, 82-yard scoring drive
when Green pushed in from the
three with 3:49 left in the half,
making the score, 20-0.

Late in the quarter, the Cou-
gars used some trickery. After
Garguilo returned a punt 21 yards
to the Terriers’ 45, Green pitched
out to Witwick, who tossed a long
bomb to wide receiver Ryan
Williamson, good for 37 yards.

See Cranford/Del Val
Story

In
The Westfield Leader
Newspaper – Page 15
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREAKING FREE FOR THE TD…Cougar quarterback Reggie Green, No. 7, heads for the left side line en route to a
76-yard touchdown run against the Delaware Valley Terriers at Memorial Field in Cranford on November 4.
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Football Cougars Crunch Delaware Valley Terriers, 41-7
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

COUGAR MARY KATE WALCH WINS ALL-AROUND,  BLUE DEVIL ABBY COOK PLACES 3RD

Cougars, Westfield Place 2-3 In Section Gymnastics Meet
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Host Bishop Ahr won its fifth
straight North Jersey, Section 2
gymnastics championship in
north Edison on November 5 with

a team score of 110.45, while
Cranford and Westfield placed 2-
3 with respective scores of 107.55
and 107.225. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood placed fourth with a
103.8 total.

Last year, the Blue Devils also

finished third with a total of
105.875, behind Bishop Ahr at
111.625 and Old Bridge at
107.55. Cranford placed fourth
with a total of 105.5 and the
Raiders took sixth with a 100.2
total. Cranford Cougar Mary Kate

Walch tied for third all-around
with a total of 36.625. Blue Devil
Abby Cook placed fifth with a
36.25 total. Walch placed sec-
ond in the vault with a 9.325 and
also took second on the floor
exercise with a 9.4.

“I came in the top-six and I
made states. I think I tied for
third. I was really happy to make
it to top-six,” Walch said in an
interview on November 4.

Walch was keenly aware of the
stiff competition with last year’s
state All-Around champion Kyla
Vacchio of Bishop Ahr and her
neighbors from Westfield.

“I like to look at the standings.
I like to look at the meets to
watch and the girls to watch,
because it is really entertaining
to see how everybody else is
doing. I heard Kyla will be back,
and I am really happy from her
shoulder injury that she’s back.
Of course, I look at my team-
mates. Alex [Puryear] is doing
really well. I look at the Westfield
girls, because I have been work-
ing next to them in clubs,” Walch
said.

When asked if she had any new
tricks up her sleeve, Walch said,
“I do not have any tricks up my
sleeve. I am playing it the way I
have been playing it all year.
Don’t knock what’s working for
me.”

Then after some thought, she
said, “Actually I do have a trick
up my sleeve. I am going to
layout instead of doing a pike [on
her vaulting routine].”

On November 5, Walch’s new
trick earned her the top score on
the vault with a 9.425 and also
helped her win the all-around
with a 37.575. Cook placed fourth
with an all-around total of 36.65,
while Puryear placed fifth at
35.575.

Walch also took top honors on
the balance beam with a 9.35,

placed second on floor exercises
with a 9.575 and fourth on un-
even bar with a 9.125. Cook
placed fourth on the vault with a
9.325, and Raider Kacie Bumiller
tied for fifth with a 9.125. Cook
took fifth on bars with a 9.05 and
fourth on the floor at 9.375, fol-
lowed by Puryear at 9.35. Raider
Alex Peluso took fourth on beam
with a 9.15.

All five sectional winners, along
with the top five teams with the
highest non-winning scores
throughout the state advanced
to the NJSIAA Team Champion-
ships on November 10. Westfield,
Cranford and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood did not qualify, as the
lowest qualifying wild card score
was 107.7. The top five indi-
vidual scorers on each event did
qualify for the Individual Cham-
pionships this Saturday.

WESTFIELD SCORES BY EVENT:
ALL-AROUND: Cook - 36.65, Hannah
Goldring - 34.725, Jenna Rizkalla -
32.525
VAULT: Cook - 9.325, Rizkalla and Sara
Shields - 8.8, Hannah Goldring - 8.5,
Kaitlyn Johnson - 8.45, Kelly Vasel -
8.35, Christana Psyhojos - 8.3
BARS: Cook - 9.05, Mae Devin - 8.7,
Hannah Goldring - 8.45, Lindsay
Ripperger - 8.325, Lyndsey Lee - 8.1,
Johnson - 7.85, Rizkalla - 7.725, Abbie
Goldring - 7.425
BEAM: Cook and Shileds - 8.9,
Ripperger - 8.85, Hannah Goldring -
8.65, Psyhojos - 8.175, Lee - 8.075,
Vasel - 7.9, Rizkalla - 7.5
FLOOR: Cook - 9.375, Hannah Goldring
- 9.125, Vasel - 8.95, Shields - 8.65,
Rizkalla - 8.5, Johnson - 8.35

Section Gymnastics
Story

In
The Westfield Leader
Newspaper – Page 12

Three plays later with 44.5 re-
maining, Christiano bashed in
from the one.

Diaz and Klimek continued
their contest in the third quar-
ter, and linemen Chris Fulinosz
and TJ Nichols also got into the

action of sacking quarterbacks
or throwing runners for losses.
Diaz forced a fumble that he

recovered at midfield.
On the Cougars’ first posses-

sion prior to Diaz’s forced fumble,
Green saw McGuire all alone in

the middle of the field and
launched a rocket that landed in
his hands for a 70-yard TD with

10:44 left in the
third quarter.

With the score,
34-0, Cranford’s
reserves took over.
In the fourth quar-
ter, the Terriers got
their only TD on
Sean Hogan’s
three-yard run with
8:05 remaining.

In a span over
slightly more than
four minutes, Cou-
gar quarterback
Dan Murphy engi-
neered an eight-
play, 70-yard scor-
ing drive. Murphy
had a 43-yard run
to the Terrier seven.
Joe DaSliva (6 car-
ries, 16 yards) car-
ried to the four.
Murphy carried to
the one but fumbled
where Dywer
grabbed the ball
and dove into the
end zone for the TD.

Sophomore quar-
terback John
Oblachinski (2 car-

ries, 10 yards) ran the Cougars’
next drive until time ran out.
Delaware Valley   0   0   0   7 7
Cranford 14 13   7   7 41

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN-YOUR-FACE APPROACH…Cougar running back JP Christiano, No. 36, gives a Del Val
defender an effective stiff arm en route to a large gain. Christiano had two touchdowns.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGARS OF THE WEEK…Senior Dan Weber, the varsity soccer goalie, recently had nine saves in a 1-0
shutout against Linden on senior night. Mary Kate Walch, a senior on the varsity gymnastics team, recently
captured the Union County All-Around title for the second consecutive season and placed first on bars and
second on vault and floor exercises.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Senior football captain TJ Nichols, an offensive
and defensive lineman, helped lead the Cougars to 41-7 victory over previously undefeated
Delaware Valley. The Cougars will face Colonia High School in a playoff game on November
19. MaryKate Walch (not shown), a senior on the gymnastics team, won the Sectional All-
Around title on November 5 at Bishop Ahr High School. She also took top honors on the vault
and beam and took second on the floor. She is Cranford’s first sectional champion since 1989.

Hopewell Valley Tops
Cougars in Field Hockey

The Cranford High School field
hockey team’s run in the North
Jersey, Group 3, Section 2 tour-
nament ended in the quarterfinals
at the sticks of the Hopewell
Valley girls, who emerged with a
5-2 victory in Princeton on No-
vember 3.

Isabella Maloney and Emily
Snyder each scored a goal for the
10-9 Cougars, while goalkeeper
Jess McCoy made 14 saves. Tess
Brzezynski and Alicia Wagner
each notched a pair of goals for
17-1 Hopewell Valley.

Cougar V’ballers Beat
Rahway in Sectionals
The 14-8 Cranford High School

girls volleyball team advanced to
the second round of the South
Jersey, Group 2 tournament with
a 25-23, 25-22, victory over 9-
10 Rahway on November 2.

Izzy Acton notched five kills.
Katherine Ahern notched seven
kills, three digs and an ace.
Stephanie Bagniewski had five kills,
four digs, two blocks and an ace.
Tessa Gonzales had 11 digs.
Danielle Maginelli had seven digs,
three aces and an assist. Gabriella
Pericone had three kills, two digs
and a block. Paulina Przydzial had
seven kills. Keri Rothman had a
kill. Taylor Schomp had eight as-
sists and an ace. Vickie Zourzoukis
had 14 assists and a dig.

The 15-8 Cranford High School
girls volleyball team advanced to
the semifinals of the South Jer-
sey, Group 2 tournament by de-
feating 18-7 Rumson, 25-18, 17-
25, 25-22, on November 3.

Izzy Acton had six kills and a
block. Kathryn Ahern had five
digs, five kills and an ace.
Stephanie Bagniewski notched
six kills and had three blocks and
two aces. Tessa Gonzales
amassed 21 digs and had four
aces. Toni Gonzales had six digs.
Danielle Manginelli had six digs
and a pair of aces. Paulina
Przydzial had four assists, four
blocks and four kills. Amanda
Montealegre added two kills and
a block. Taylor Schomp had eight
assists and five aces. Shannon

Smith had a block and a kill.
Vickie Zourzoukis had 12 assists,
eight digs and 2 aces.

Lady Cougars Defeat Rumson in Volleyball

Cougars Top Millers
In Field Hockey, 2-1
The Cranford High School field

hockey team advanced to the
second round of the North Jer-
sey, Group 2, Section 2 tourna-
ment with a 2-1 victory over
Millburn in Cranford on Novem-
ber 2. Erica Faraone scored the
winning goal early in overtime
for the 10-8 Cougars. Madison
Finn scored to give the 6-9-2
Millers a 1-0 lead, but Melissa
Moreno tied the score in the
second half.

Cougar Snacks

Patriots Nip Cougars
In Boys Soccer, 2-1

Alex Donohue knocked in a
header in the final minute to give
the 10-7-1 Colonia High School
boys soccer team a 2-1 victory
over the Cranford Cougars in the
first round of the North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2 tournament
in Colonia on November 2.

Andrew Schneider scored 17
minutes into the second half to
give the 5-10-2 Cougars a 1-0
lead. Patriot Nico Cuzzola booted
in the tying goal with 10 minutes
remaining.
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Westfield High School Girls Soccer – By Jim O’Connor NJ Sport Pics wwwnjsportpics.com
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Westfield High School Girls Soccer – By Jim O’Connor NJ Sport Pics wwwnjsportpics.com
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Rutgers/South Florida Football – By Jim O’Connor NJ Sport Pics wwwnjsportpics.com
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Rutgers/South Florida Football – By Jim O’Connor NJ Sport Pics wwwnjsportpics.com
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By FRED ROSSI, CHRISTINA HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Republicans won
two seats on the township com-
mittee in this week’s election,
flipping control of the governing
body back to the GOP a year
after Democrats won control.
And in neighboring Garwood,
Democrats swept two seats to
maintain a 3-3 tie on the bor-
ough council.

In Cranford, Republicans
Andis Kalnins and Lisa Adubato
Nesi defeated Democratic
Mayor Daniel Aschenbach and
his running mate, Thomas
Hannen, Jr. Mr. Kalnins, a mem-
ber of the zoning board of ad-
justment who was making his
second run for local office, was
the top vote-getter, receiving
2,858 votes. Ms. Adubato Nesi,
an attorney who is a member of
the school advisory board at
St. Michael’s School, garnered
2,831 votes. Mr. Aschenbach,
who has served 18 years on the
township committee, including
four as mayor, received 2,475
votes, while Mr. Hannen, a
former member of the Winfield
Township Committee, won
2,636 votes.

Come January 1, the township
committee will be comprised of
three Republicans and two
Democrats.

Mr. Aschenbach, a fixture in
township politics since the early
1980s, told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times he did not have a “good
sense of the reason” why the
vote went the way it did. “I served
Cranford to the best of my abil-
ity,” he said.

Cheers erupted at the Repub-
licans’ election night party at
Garlic Rose when the vote counts
were read out to supporters. Mr.
Kalnins called the results “a vic-
tory for Cranford,” and said it
was a “referendum on last year’s

election” when Democrats were
victorious and took control of
the township committee. Vot-
ers, he said, wanted “integrity
back in town hall” and he vowed
to “bring it back to town hall.”
Mr. Kalnins, who ran unsuccess-
fully in 2010 for township com-
mittee, said there was “a lot of
work to do,” naming the
Birchwood development, which

he said “has got to be stopped,”
and municipal finances as two
top issues to be faced by the
2012 township committee.

Ms. Adubato Nesi, saying her
running mate had said much of
what she was planning to say,
instead pronounced herself as
feeling “pretty overwhelmed” by
the results of the balloting.

In Garwood, Democrats cap-

tured the two open seats on the
borough council. Republicans will
remain in control of the govern-
ing body, with a 4-3 majority
including the mayor’s office.

Incumbent Democratic candi-
date Louis Petruzzelli, with 520
tallies, and his running mate,
Sara Todisco, with 499, beat out
Republicans Carol Kearney, 393,
and Steven Blaufeder, 371, for

Garwood Borough Council 3-yr. (pick two)

Petruzzelli 520 Todisco 499 Kearney 393 Blaufeder 371

DEM Louis Petruzzelli (I)     GOP Carol Kearney

DEM Sara Todisco (I)         GOP Steven Blaufeder

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
CLEAN SWEEP…As the polls close on Election Night, Republican District 21 Legislators gather at the James Ward
Mansion in Westfield to wait for results. Pictured, left to right, are: Rhonda Kean, Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz,
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick and Senator Tom Kean, Jr.

Legislative District 21 Sen 2-yr.; Asm 2-yr

Sen. Kean 26,699 Swanicke 12,650

Asm. Munoz 24,558; Bramnick 24,366

Bergen 13,131; Albert 13,153; Young 1,241

the two council vacancies. The
council terms are for three years.

“I am very excited to continue
my stay on council,” said Ms.
Todisco. She said she looks for-
ward to “bringing up new ideas”
to the council. “The first order of
business is development,” she
said.

Mr. Petruzzelli echoed the same
sentiments.

“I’m just really happy with how
everything turned out,” Mr.
Petruzzelli said. “I’m looking for-
ward to giving the people of
Garwood three more years.”

Commenting on the GOP loss,
Republican Committee Chair-
man John Quattrocchi stated,
“We ran an issue-marked cam-
paign. We ran an honest cam-
paign. They, on the other hand,
threw a lot of mud.”

 “We ran a really clean cam-
paign,” Ms. Kearney said. “They
gave misinformation.” She said
the Democrats lied about her
time in the borough and ques-
tioned why she was not part of
the Chamber of Commerce, but
Ms. Kearney said a chamber is
not in service currently.

Ms. Kearney had been setting
up a chamber prior to her run-
ning for council, and said Ms.
Todisco’s mother and the former
mayor’s wife were to be on the
chamber committee. The cham-
ber was put on hold because,
she said, she could not run a
chamber and run for office at
the same time.

“I’m very disappointed be-
cause I believed that the cam-
paign they ran was very unfair
and campaigned against me
rather than the candidates,”
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi com-
mented. “They burned a lot of
bridges, and I don’t think they
realize that.”

Aschenbach 2475 Hannen 2636

Cranford Township Committee 3-yr. 

Kalnins 2857 Lisa Adubato 2831 

Probitas Verus Honos

Cranford GOP Takes Control; Democrats Sweep in Garwood
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Union County College to
Host Open House Nov. 11

CRANFORD – In today’s eco-
nomic climate, saving money is on
the forefront of everyone’s mind,
and with the elevated cost of higher
education, many have delayed
pursuing a college degree. How-
ever, community colleges provide
a top quality education at a signifi-
cantly lower cost and Union County
College can be the first step to
achieving one’s college degree.

For those wishing to earn a
bachelors degree, the econom-
ics of spending the first two years
at Union County College reduces
the financial burden of achiev-
ing a college education. This
coupled with the many transfer/
articulation and dual admissions
agreements that the College has
in place, allows a student to
transfer to four-year colleges
and universities through the
United States. Also, a student
can take advantage of the
college’s flexible, day, evening,
and weekend class schedule,
which allows them to pursue
their degree while keeping up
with their busy lives. By so doing
the college saves time and
money – and puts a student
ever closer to achieving their
career goals.

Union County College is host-
ing an Open House on Friday,
November 11, beginning at 9:30
a.m. at the College’s Cranford
campus at 1033 Springfield Av-
enue. The day will begin with a
College Fair in the Victor M. Richel
Student Commons where repre-
sentatives from the College’s As-
sociate degree programs, along
with student organizations, will
be available to share information
and answer questions about their
programs.

After the opening presentation
at 10 a.m. in the Roy Smith The-
ater, breakout sessions will be
held in which attendees will be
able to learn more about the ad-

missions process, financial aid op-
tions, choosing a major and one’s
courses, and student life. The Col-
lege Fair will be in session through
12:30 p.m., so in between ses-
sions, potential students can visit
the tables at the fair.

In addition to the many articula-
tion agreements, Union County
College also offers dual admis-
sions agreements with Rutgers
University, New Jersey City Uni-
versity, Kean University, Montclair
State University, College of St.
Elizabeth, NJIT, Fairleigh Dickinson
University, and Georgian Court
University. Through these arrange-
ments, once all criteria are met,
admission into a selected pro-
gram is guaranteed upon gradua-
tion from the College with a full
transfer of credits making a seam-
less transition. This eliminates
anxiety and the application rush
involved in applying to a four-year
institution at which such an agree-
ment does not exist.

Please contact the Office of Re-
cruitment at (908) 709-7518 or
go to www.ucc.edu/openhouse to
RSVP. Directions to the campus
can also be found on the college’s
website at ucc.edu.

Mr. Zacharia to Show
Mind-reading Skills

GARWOOD – Mark Zacharia will
perform his mind-reading feats
on Monday, November 14, at 7
p.m. at the Garwood Public Li-
brary. Following the perfor-
mance, Mr. Zacharia will conduct
a workshop to demonstrate to
the audience how it is done.

Recommended for adults and
youngsters in sixth grade and
up, this workshop is not a magic
show, but an entertaining and
educational workshop to dem-
onstrate the power of the mind.

A university-trained educator,
Mr. Zacharia presents his magic,
memory and mind-reading work-
shops at corporations, in class-
rooms and in libraries through-
out the country.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue, at
the corner of Walnut Street and
Third Avenue, behind the Lincoln
School complex. Registration for
this event is required and may be
done in person at the library, by
calling (908) 789-1670 or at the
library’s interactive calendar page
found on its website,
youseemore.com/garwood. Li-
brary hours are Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Fri-
day, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Cranford/Garwood/Area News

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus are collect-
ing canned and dry food goods,
plus turkeys and hams, for their
holiday food drives. Food bas-
kets will be distributed to needy
families in Garwood and the sur-
rounding areas during Novem-
ber and December.

Donations can be dropped off
after 4 p.m. weekdays at the
Knights’ Council Hall, located at
37 South Avenue in Garwood

(opposite Pathmark). On week-
ends, individuals are asked to
call first at (908) 789-9809. Park-
ing is available behind the hall
off Willow Avenue. Those bring-
ing donations are asked to use
the side door entrance.

Monetary donations, made pay-
able to the Garwood K of C Food
Drive, also would be appreciated.
For more information, call the
Knights at (908) 789-9809 after
4 p.m.

Rosary Altar Society
Meeting Set Tonight
GARWOOD – The next regu-

lar monthly meeting of St.
Anne’s Rosary Altar Society of
Garwood will be held this
evening, Thursday, November
10, at 7:30 p.m., after recita-
tion of the Rosary. It will take
place in the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall, located at 37 South
Avenue in Garwood. Ample
parking is available behind the
building on Willow Avenue.

President Christ ine
Guerrierro will welcome all
members and call for commit-
tee reports. Members are
asked to bring a non-perish-
able food item as a food drive
donation. Program Chairper-
son Eleanor Senus has a pro-
gram planned and refresh-
ments will be served. Addi-
tionally, plans for the Rosary
Altar Society’s annual Christ-
mas Party on Friday, Decem-
ber 2, will be presented.

All the women of the parish
are invited to join with the Ro-
sary Altar Society at all meet-
ings. The next Rosary Sunday
will be on December 4 at 8 a.m.
Mass with recitation of the Ro-
sary will take place at 7:40
a.m. All are invited to attend.

Local Knights Launch Holiday Food Drives CRANFORD – The Cranford His-
torical Society will present Maria
Tisdall, author of “The Convent
Cook: Divine Meals for Families
Large and Small” this Sunday,
November 13, at 2:30 p.m. It
will take place at the Crane-
Phillips House Museum, located
at 124 North Union Avenue in
Cranford. Doors will open at 2
p.m. There will be a discussion
and book signing.

A graduate of the Culinary In-
stitute of America, Ms. Tisdall
subsequently spent six years in
restaurants before starting work

at Saint Walburga monastery.
She is the owner of
Cheese…Please! in Cranford, a
specialty shop that carries close
to 100 different kinds of cheeses,
all hand-cut to order, among
other Irish and British treats.

Admission will be free with
responses. To reserve a seat,
interested persons may call
(908) 276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

Lions List Winners
Of Costume Contest
GARWOOD – The following

borough children were win-
ners of the annual Halloween
Costume Contest sponsored
by the Garwood Lions Club.
Judging took place in the Lin-
coln School gymnasium Octo-
ber 31 immediately following
the annual parade.

Infants to age 3: First place,
Sean Hyland; second place,
Emily Hyland; third place,
Matteo Piarulli; fourth place,
Tyler Miller.

Pre-kindergarten and kinder-
garten: First place, Nicholas
Piarulli; second place, Izabella
Moore; third place, Emmalee
Miller.

Grades 1 and 2: First place,
Peyton Collings; second place,
Ryan Trip; third place, Sarah
Scetkowski; fourth place,
Alyssa Dominguez.

Grades 3 and 4: First place,
Syra Merlino; second place,
Brandon Clark; third place,
Emily Zeigerson.

Grades 5 and 6: First place,
Carly Collings; second place,
Samantha Prednia; third place,
Eric Hamilton; fourth place,
Victoria Morano.

Middle school winner –
Giorgio Maris.

Author to Discuss ‘The Convent Cook’

Probitas Verus Honos
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GARWOOD - On Thursday, No-
vember 10, nearly a year after
The Knight Owl’s debut album
Who Gives a Hoot was released,
John Check and the rest of the
band are set to celebrate their
milestone with a charitable per-
formance at The Crossroads in
Garwood. All  proceeds from tick-
ets sales for the show will be
donated to the Pancreatic Can-
cer Action Network to help fur-
ther their mission and pancre-
atic cancer research in memory
of Check’s late father.

“The main reason we chose to
raise money for the Pancreatic
Cancer Action Network was be-
cause my father passed away
from this terrible disease,” Check
says. “Many people, whether you
are a celebrity or not, unfortu-
nately get this cancer and don’t
stand a chance. It has been 16
years since my dad died and seems
as if little progress has been made.
We want to help change that any
way we can.”

Slated to start at 7 p.m., in
addition to The Knight Owls’
set, the event will include a
comedy act, as well as perfor-
mances from New Jersey rock-
ers Sinsanity and Sophomore
Peacock. Playing the role of host
for the evening will be The Cross-
roads, a local live-music venue
and eatery owned by Westfield

native Lee Frankel.
Tickets for the benefit are on

sale now through the venue,
located at 78 North Avenue in
Garwood, as well as through
the participating bands and acts.
Tickets will also be available at
the door.

November is Pancreatic Can-
cer Awareness Month. With the
untimely passing of Apple Inc.’s
Steve Jobs recently, as well as
those of actor Patrick Swayze
and Jazz pianist Count Bassie
over the last several years, there
has been an increase in general
awareness of just how serious a
disease pancreatic cancer can
be; however much work still
remains to be done.

The Pancreatic Cancer Action
Network (PanCAN) was founded
by three visionaries in 1999 as
a small, non-profit, patient-
based advocacy organization.
Now with headquarters in El
Segundo, CA, and a Govern-
ment Affairs and Advocacy of-
fice in Washington, D.C., the
organization fulfills its mission
through a nationwide network
of people dedicated to working
together to advance research,
support patients and create
hope for those affected by pan-
creatic cancer.

Since the formation of
PanCAN, the federal research
allocation for pancreatic cancer
from the National Cancer Insti-
tute (NCI) has risen nearly five-

fold, from $17.3 million to $89.4
million in 2009. Although gov-
ernment spending on pancre-
atic cancer research has grown,
it still lags far behind other major
cancers. Currently, only 2 per-
cent of the NCI’s annual cancer
budget is spent on pancreatic
cancer, making fundraiser
events such as The Knight Owls’
benefit concert integral to their
cause.

“Across the country a wide
range of third party fundraisers
take place each year, raising
anywhere from 60 dollars to
large sum checks, all of which
add up”, says Katie Kachurak,
Programs Manager of the Pan-
creatic Cancer Action Network.
“This last fiscal year we raised
nearly a million dollars just from
third party fundraiser events.
All of the money we collect di-
rectly benefits our patients, as
well as supports research fund-
ing and our advocacy groups.”

Contributions made to PanCAN
support important needs of the
organization which include, but
are not limited to: funding for
research programs; funding for
advocacy programs and com-
munity outreach; patient ser-
vices and care; supporting fu-
ture fundraiser events; as well
as financial relief to families
effected by the crippling dis-
ease. PanCAN also as a New
Jersey aff i l iate
(www.facebook.com/ !/

PanCAN.NewJersey)
A band eager to put their

music to good use, this upcom-
ing benefit show is not the first
charitable performance for The
Knight Owls.

On May 22, the band per-
formed during the 2011 Arthri-
tis Walk at Middlesex County
College, and donated half of the
proceeds made from merchan-
dise sales to the foundation.
The Woodbridge-based rockers
also recently performed at two
benefit shows for Woodbridge
resident Nikolai Ruck, whose
medical bills, after a serious
accident, had become more than
his family could handle.

“If we are able to make a
positive difference in the life of
another with our music, then it
makes all the practices and work

we put in worth it,” Check says.
Since releasing their first al-

bum Who Gives a Hoot in No-
vember of last year, The Knight
Owls have continued to share
their original music with the
New Jersey local music scene,
performing at such venues as
Architekt Music in Butler, The
Court Tavern in New Brunswick,
The Crossroads in Garwood,
Mexicali LIVE in Teaneck and
The Stone Pony in Asbury Park.
A recent performance at the
Upper East Side’s Bar East was
the first show for the band across
the Hudson.

With their undeniable talent
and sense of duty to assist chari-
table organizations, The Knight
Owls continue to use their mu-
sic to help those in need.

“I am very big on doing what
I can to help people with mu-
sic,” says Check’s son Matt, the
band’s lead guitarist and back-
up vocalist. “To actually be able
to help a cause, to be able to
help people with music, is noth-
ing short of amazing.”

For more information about The
Knight Owls, including photo and
video requests or interview op-
portunities, please contact Peter
Kelly of Framework Media Strat-
egies at (908) 217 4060 or
pete@frameworkmediastrategies.com.
To hear several tracks off their
debut album, log on to
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
theknightowlsmusic.

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Probitas Verus Honos

Crossroads in Garwood Collaborates With New Jersey
Rockers For Pancreatic Cancer Benefit Concert


