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Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

No huddle, no time for oppos-
ing defenses to adjust in time!
That strategy was executed with
near perfection as the Summit
Hilltoppers topped the Cranford
Cougars, 52-21, in a battle of
unbeaten football teams wit-
nessed by nearly a jammed house
of fans at Memorial Field in
Cranford on October 28.

Both teams marched into the
showdown with very versatile
offensive punches, and both
teams were willing to put them
to good use; however, the 8-0
Hilltoppers’ defense managed to
capitalize on several Cranford
mistakes, while the 7-1 Cougars
shot themselves in the foot with
several needless penalties.

“They are a good football team.
There is no doubt about it. They
came out and executed better
than we did tonight. We made
some mistakes that gave them
the ball back on offense when I
thought that we should have been
able to score. When you keep
giving them the ball back, they
are going to put points on the
board. I don’t think that we played
at the pace that we would have
liked to have played, but they
are better than us. That’s the
way it goes. Things like this hap-
pen. You have to take it like a
man. You have to play your best
to beat a good football team like
that,” Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said.

The veteran Cougar defense

did have trouble adjusting to the
Hilltoppers’ no-huddle offense.

“We knew that they would come
out with a no-huddle offense. We
worked on it all week. We don’t
huddle. We have our coaches
calling plays from the sideline.
They found a couple of holes,”
Cougar defensive back Chris
Witwick said.

Summit quarterback Ryan
Bringewatt mixed an accurate
passing game well with a strong
running game. Bringewatt com-
pleted 10 of 15 passes for 154

yards, including a 48-yard touch-
down (TD) strike to running back
Kyre Negron, who also had 64
rushing yards. AJ Iarussi led the
running game with 14 carries for
99 yards, including respective
TD runs of 15 yards, one yard
and 25 yards. Running back Mike
Badgley did plenty of damage
with a 59-yard TD run to virtually

dissolve the Cougars’ hopes of a
comeback. Additionally, he
kicked a 35-yard field goal and
added an interception. Wide re-
ceiver Luke Stephens had five
receptions for 66 yards, all in the
first half.

“I think that they played with
great execution and such great
speed that they were able to take

it to us. It happened to us to-
night. They played better than
us. They coached better than us.
We have no excuses,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

Cougar quarterback Reggie
Green (18 carries, 88 yards) was
kept in check of any breakaway
runs by the Summit defense.
Once the scoreboard began to

lean heavily in Summit’s
favor, he was forced to
take to the air and fin-
ished with 15 comple-
tions on 28 attempts for
172 yards, including an
interception and a TD
strike to wide receiver
Ryan Williamson for 25
yards.

The Cougars put to-
gether a six-play, 71-
yard scoring drive on
their first possession,
which concluded when
Witwick hooked 34 yards
for the TD with 9:15 on
the clock. Summit re-
sponded with a nine-play,
59-yard scoring drive,
capped by Bringewatt’s
19-yard TD run with 6:30
left in the first quarter.

In the second quarter,
the Hilltoppers chewed
4:15 off the clock on a
17-play, 89-yard march
which concluded with
Iarussi’s 15-yard TD run
with 3:40 on the clock.

With 1:00 left, Badgley booted
his 35-yard field goal to give the
Hilltoppers a 17-7 lead at half-
time.

Summit took only two minutes
off the clock in the third quarter
with a six-play, 56-yard drive,
capped by Iarussi’s one-yard TD.
The Cougars responded with a
bit of trickery. Setting up to punt,
the snap instead went to Cougar
running back JP Christiano, who
dashed down the left sideline for

a 48-yard TD with 7:52 on the
clock.

In a span of only 22 seconds,
with the score, 24-14, the
Hilltoppers got good field posi-
tion on their 41 then Badgley
bolted down the left sideline for
his 59-yard TD. On the next Sum-
mit series, Bringewatt engineered
a six-play, 58-yard scoring drive
when Iarussi galloped 25 yards
for the TD.

The Cougars responded with a
five-play, 70-yard scoring drive
when Green hit Williamson for
the 25-yard TD with 1:11 left in
the third quarter to make the
score, 38-21. An onside kick fol-
lowed but the Hilltoppers recov-
ered at midfield. On the first play
of the fourth quarter, Bringewatt
threw a 48-yard scoring strike to
Negron.

Late in the fourth quarter, Sum-
mit running back Colm Dougherty
added a three-yard TD run.

The Cougars will have another
challenge when they host unde-
feated Delaware Valley this Fri-
day, November 4, at 7 p.m.

“Next week, we are going to
prepare and work hard and go
after Del Val,” Witwick said.

“That’s the way it goes! I think
that we are a high character
football team. We are going to
have to prove it this week by
getting back, getting back, get-
ting after it,” Coach Rosenmeier
said.
Summit   7 10 21 14 52
Cranford   7   0 14   0 21

WITWICK, J. P. CHRISTIANO GET TD RUNS; GREEN COMPLETES TO WILLIAMSON FOR TD

Hilltoppers, No Huddle Stop Cranford Footballers, 52-21

See Cranford/Summit
Story

In
The Westfield Leader
Newspaper – Page 21

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING DOWN THE RIGHT SIDELINE…Cranford Cougar Chris Witwick, No. 22,
hooked down the right sideline for a 34-yard touchdown against Summit on October 28.
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Wave after wave of blue uni-
forms rolled over the hill first
after the .6-mile mark, and that
wave of blue stayed pretty much
the same as six of the seven
Blue Devils finished in the top
nine to earn the Westfield High
School boys their third straight
Union County Cross-Country
championship on the 3.19-mile
course at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on October 26.

The Blue Devils finished with a
total of 20, and with their very
tight pack, averaged 16:24 to
shatter the course record of
16:34.4 that they set last year.
The Cranford Cougars also ran
with a pack mentality and fin-
ished second with a total of
118, followed by Summit at 131,
Union Catholic at 132 and Ora-
tory at 134. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood finished 11th at 300.

Blue Devils Jack Leahy and
John Kirna in the first pack, and
Dave Carville, Kevin Ingram,
Kevin Smith and Evan Tarlow,
in the second pack were among
the front runners at the .6-mile
mark, and kept ahead of the
entire field for the entire race,
with the exception of Everett
Price of New Providence and
Allen Eke of Union Catholic. In
the end, Leahy easily crossed
the finish line first with a time of
15:50, nine seconds ahead of
Price, who crossed second at
15:59. Kirna crossed third at
16:14, followed by Carville at
16:35 and Tarlow at 16:38.
Smith at 16:50, Ingram at 16:57
and Tom Edwards at 17:30 fin-
ished 7-9-23, respectively.

“I am definitely excited right
now. John [Kirna] and I always
work off each other. I am at a
loss for words right now. I am
so happy that I won this. I
needed to win a meet this year,”
Leahy said.

Although he claimed he was
tired, Leahy looked good as he
came down the home stretch
with really smooth form. His
time placed him third all-time

in course history behind
Cranford’s Tim Styler (15:42 in
1998) and Blue Devil Jeff
Perrella (15:43 in 2006 at the
conference meet). Exactly six
years ago to the day, October
26, on his birthday, Perrella won

the county title with another
great time of 15:59.

“My coach was saying, ‘do you
want to get that course record?’
I said, ‘*#!! Yea!’ And I am

going to finish. I heard 15:27 at
the start of the kick, so I said I
was, at least, going to push
myself. I am happy that I did
that today,” Leahy said.

Eli Howard was the first Cou-
gar to cross the finish line, plac-

ing 15th with a time of 17:16.
Mike Zanfardino crossed the line
17th at 17:22. From there, the
remaining five Cougars crossed
within 11 seconds of each other.

Connor McMahon finished 27th
at 17:41, followed by Paul
Cassaro (28th) at 17:42, Tom
Feeney (29th) at 17:44 and
Brendan Donovan (30th) at
17:45. Tom Philip finished 32nd
at 17:52.

“They had a little bit of an off
race. They went out a little too
conservatively, but they came
on strong at the end. Our pack
really brought it together for us.
We are really proud of these
guys today. Eli was by himself
out there. Mike Zanfardino came
on really strong as our second
runner. Tom Feeney had a little
bit of an off week. He had a
problem with a stitch, so our
other guys stepped it up and
pulled it together. Connor
McMahon, Paul Cassaro and all
took charge. Brendan Donovan,
first time varsity, was solid, and
Tom Philip as well,” Cougar Head
Coach John Schiano said.

Raider Jon Kirby finished 18th
with a time of 17:24, and team-
mate Joe Dzuback finished 54th
at 18:53.

The Blue Devil JV team painted
the course blue and took first
with a 15 total. Matt Luppino
crossed first with a time of 16:47.
In all, the Blue Devils took 19 of
the top-22 places. The Blue Devil
freshmen also took first on the
3,380-meter course with a total
of 26 ahead of Summit with 32.
Matt Russo at 12:13 and Will
Chandler at 12:32 placed 1-2,
respectively.

COUGAR HOWARD CROSSES 15TH, ZANFARDINO FINISHES 17TH, McMAHON GETS 27TH

Cougar Boys Finish 2nd in Union County X-C Meet

Probitas Verus Honos

See Cross-Country
Story

In
The Westfield Leader
Newspaper – Page 17

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING UP A STRONG PACE…Cranford Cougars Mike Zanfardino, left, and Tom Feeney run side-by-side at the
.6-mile mark at the Union County boys cross-country meet at Warinanco Park in Roselle on October 26.
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Gold uniforms from Summit
High School was expected to
saturate the top-10 placements
at the Union County girls cross-
country meet on the 3.19-mile
course at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on October 26.

As expected, the Summit
Hilltoppers filled five of the 10-
top spots to run away with the
title with a total of 25 and to win
their third straight championship.
But the real question was, who
was going to be next? The answer
was Westfield with a 94 total,
followed closely by Governor
Livingston (GL) at 100. New Provi-
dence took fourth at 143, and the
Cranford Cougar girls finished fifth
at 169. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
placed 10th at 270.

Hilltopper Gilliam McIlroy took
top honors, crossing first with a
time of 19:28, flowed by team-
mate Devin Lawler at 19:53.
Isabella Yozzi crossed sixth at
20:27.

What really helped put the Lady
Blue Devils over the top against
the GL Highlanders was the per-
formance of freshman Johanna
Mermer, who crossed seventh
with a time of 20:31. Mermer,
the first Blue Devil to cross the
finish line, had set her sights on
the gold uniforms of the Summit
Hilltoppers.

“I just ran better, and I beat my
time by a lot. My [best] time
before was 20:59. Summit is the
team. They got first today. They
are the team we want to beat. I
was trying to beat the Summit
girls. I beat some of them, but
every time there was a Summit
girl in front of me, I tried to catch
them,” Mermer explained.

Blue Devil Gabby Stravach, who

placed first at the conference
meet on October 18, finished
20th at 21:13, followed by
Danielle Grimes at 21:14. Alana
Basil placed 23rd at 21:23.
Elisabeth Neylan finished 32nd
at 21:38, Erica Fischer crossed
42nd at 22:18, and Charlie

O’Brien placed 51st at 22:40.
“Johanna is really one of the

nice stories about this season.
She is talented. She’s spirited,
and she’s focused. She is some-
body, who we are going to be

looking to for the next three
years,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Thom Hornish said. “She compli-
ments Gabby Stravach, who has
been our number 1 all year. One
of the nice things about our var-
sity team this year is five of the
seven runners are underclass-

men. We are about a year away
from making a major resurgence
in our program.”

The Blue Devil freshman squad
won on the 3,380-meter course,
and Jacqueline Napolitano was

the first Blue Devil to cross, fin-
ishing fourth at 15:27. Caroline
Stocking at 15:42 and Jennifer
Bagger at 15:45 finished 7-8,
while Rachel Hayden at 15:46
and Natalie Marcotullio at 16:25
finished 10-11.

The Blue Devil JV squad ran in

a pack (seventh through 12th)
behind Summit to place second.
Hannah McRoberts crossed sev-
enth at 21:57, followed by
Kathleen McCutcheon at 22:15,
Katherine Seery at 22:17, Leigh

Heinbokel at 22:20, Belle
Hutchins at 22:31 and Jeanette
Cuisana at 22:39.

“What was great about the
freshman team was they went
one through seven. That’s the
future. We were second with our
JV, which is also something we
were looking for, and our varsity,
in a very tight race with GL, we
came in second, and that also
was what we were looking for in
terms of performance. We are
laying the foundation for 2012,”
Coach Hornish said.

Cranford Cougar Megan Byrnes
got a jumpstart on all the girls
and came over the hill at the .6-
mile mark ahead of the pack. Her
strategy earned her an 11th-
place finish at 20:46.

“Megan went out too conserva-
tively last week, so she knew she
had to get after it this week. She
went out strong. She faded a
little bit at the end, but we said,
‘that’s OK!’ At least she went
after it. That’s what you got to
do. You can’t win if you are not in
the race, so we are proud of how
she did,” Cougar Head Coach
John Schiano said.

Katia Oltmann crossed 16th at
21:03. Megan Schetelich finished
45th at 22:26, Julie Byrne took
53rd at 22:50 and Keara Railly
finished 55th at 22:55.

“Katia had a very, very solid
race. She’s been having a great
season. Megan Schetelich, a con-
verted sprinter, did great for us.
Our two freshmen, Keara Reilly
and Julie Byrne, worked together,
and they ran fantastic for the
first time together. It was a great
day today, a great day to run,”
Coach Schiano said.

Grace Kelly was the first Raider
to cross the finish line, taking
15th with a time of 21:00. Isabel
Crystal placed 34th at 21:45,
and Carly Redfield crossed 58th
at 23:29.

COUGAR MEGAN BYRNES FINISHES 11TH, OLTMANN 16TH, WF’s MERMER PLACES 7TH

Lady Cougars Finish Fifth at U.C. Cross-Country Meet

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING AT THE HEAD OF THE PACK…Cranford Cougar Megan Byrnes, left, run side-by-side at the .6-mile mark
with two Summit runners at the Union County girls cross-country meet at Warinanco Park in Roselle on October 26.

Story also in The Westfield Leader newspaper
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Giants/Miami Game – October 30 – By Jim O’Connor NJ Sport Pics wwwnjsportpics.com

More photos on following pages
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Giants/Miami Game – October 30 – By Jim O’Connor NJ Sport Pics wwwnjsportpics.com
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Giants/Miami Game – October 30 – By Jim O’Connor NJ Sport Pics wwwnjsportpics.com
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Giants/Miami Game – October 30 – By Jim O’Connor NJ Sport Pics wwwnjsportpics.com
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