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l'ennemi du journaliste

IAN HENRY, CORY  MARKOVITCH, J.P., GAVIN MURRAY, COREY BIRCH, MATT RUSSO PIN

Cougar Matmen Out-Juggle N. Prov. Pioneers, 43-28
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Weight class shifting by both
teams may have confused the
scorekeepers and announcer
somewhat, but one thing for sure
the Cranford High School wres-
tling team out-juggled the visit-
ing New Providence Pioneers, 43-
28, on December 21.

Five Cougars, Gavin Murray,
Ian Henry, Corey Birch, Cory
Markovitch, JP Christiano and
Matt Russo recorded pins to give
their team the bonus points that
it needed, but prior to the open-
ing bout, four former Cougars
(Greg Donofrio, Pat Hogan, Joe
Giaccio and Matt DiGiovanni)
were recognized for achieving
100 career wins or higher, along
with one state champion (Willie
Carpenter).

“We have a couple of spots we
are trying to fill. We looked good
in some spots, but some spots
we still need a lot of work. Over-
all, I think we wrestled well as a
team. Some kids were bumped
up. Some kids were bumped out.
Some other kids were put in, so
we are going with what we’ve got
right now,” Cougar Head Coach
Pat Gorman said.

“We have some injuries right
now. Our [1]82-poinder, Robbie
Kessler, got hurt in the tourna-
ment, so we had a hole right
there. We juggled between JP
and Glen Cook, who had a big win
tonight. It was a good win for us,
especially because we are a little
injured,” Henry said.

Beginning at the 106-lb class,

Pioneer Carmine Boccellari got
the clamp on Cougar Kevin

Quigley and pined him with a
cradle in 1:11. The Pioneers re-
ceived a forfeit at 113-lbs to grab

a 12-0 team lead, But Cougar
Gavin Murray bumped up to 120-

lbs and recorded a pair of first-
period takedowns before pinning
Dan Zimmerman early in the sec-
ond period with a cradle at 2:18.

Henry quickly bulldogged Peter
Byrnes to the mat with a bear
hug, then settled him in 1:07
with a headlock at 126-lbs.

“I went out there trying to see
what he was going to give me. He

came at me, and I saw the bear
hug open, so I took that. I was
trying to go for a tilt. At first the
kid wasn’t giving it to me, but I
tried to run a half, got him over
and tried to finish it off with a
headlock,” Henry explained.

“Ian Henry went out there as a
bulldog. Guys are getting pins
where we need pins,” Coach
Gorman added.

Birch recorded a takedown and
a two-point Navy ride nearfall in
the first period, then pinned Dave
Dinerman in 3:16 with a front
stretcher at 132-lbs to give
Cranford an 18-12 lead. At 138-
lbs, Pioneer Dan recorded a re-
versal, a penalty point, an es-
cape, a takedown and a two-
point tilt to claim an 8-4 decision
over Nick Frediani then Dan Smith
gave the Pioneers a 19-18 lead
with a 10-2, majority decision
over Aiden Londregan at 145-lbs.

Markovitch, who wrestled up at
171-lbs last year, stepped on the
mat at 152-lbs and pummeled
Jake Jankow into submission in
1:44 with a single grapevine and
power half to give Cranford the
lead, 24-19.

“It’s good to actually have to
shed some weight to make the
weight and not wrestling up,”
said Markovitch, who added, “It
was exactly how I wanted the
match to go. I got my shot first.
I got my legs in first of all then I
got my turn that I wanted. In the
room, I have been working hard.
I have been dedicated, so there
is no reason why I shouldn’t be
confident out there.”
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFINITELY GETTING A LEG UP…Cougar Corey Birch gets a leg up on Pioneer Dave Dinerman and rolls him to his
back in the 132-lb bout. Birch pinned Dinerman in 3:16.
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Cougar Snacks

Cougar Cagers Ice
Boys Comets, 66-56

Junior Reggie Green rolled in
30 points and Stephan Fevorchak
sank 20 to lead the 1-1 Cranford
Cougar High School boys basket-
ball team to a 66-56 victory over
the 0-2 Hillside Comets in Hill-
side on December 20. Kurt
Rutmayer pumped in eight points,
Sean Babis had six and Eric
Garguilo had two points.
Cranford 16 15 14 21 66
Hillside 14   6 16 20 56

Cougar Jim Dwyer needed a
takedown to grab a majority deci-
sion over Joe Joe Ciarrocca at
160-lbs, and he did in the final
seconds to win 10-1. At 170-lbs,
Cook pulled off a switch reversal
and a three-point nearfall to seize
a 5-2 decision over Luke
Sammarano then Christiano
jumped up to 182-lbs and silenced
Chris Castaldo in 51 seconds with
a chin hook and hammerlock.

Confusion circulated in the 195-
lb bout between Cougar Nick Diaz
and Kevin Kourakos. With the
score tied 2-2 midway through
the third period with both men in
the neutral position, the ref gave

Kourakos an option to choose
the down position, where he es-
caped forcing Diaz to rush his
offense, which resulted in
Kourakos catching him with a
half nelson-body press in 5:31.

“What happened was from the
second period they gave us the
choice. We chose bottom. In the
third period, the other coach
noticed that it should have been
his choice. What the ref said was
he would give him [Kourakos]
the choice after the first restart,”
Coach Gorman explained.

At 220-lbs, Russo turned a slick
ankle pick takedown to a cradle
to rock Pat O’Keefe in 4:33 then

Pioneer heavyweight Steve
Bremer pulled off a third-period
takedown and yielded an escape
to edge Jeff Weiss, 4-3.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
106: — Boccellari (N) p Quigley, 1:11
113: — New Providence won forfeit
120: — Murray (C) p Zimmerman, 2:18
126: — Henry (C) p Byrnes, 1:07
132: — Birch (C) p Dinerman, 3:16
138: — D. Kourakos (N) d Frediani, 8-4
145: — Smith (N) md Londregan, 10-2
152: — Markovitch (C) p Jankow, 1:44
160: — Dwyer (C) md Ciarrocca, 10-1
170: — Cook (C) d Sammarone, 5-2
180: — Christiano (C) p Castaldo, :51
195: — K. Kourakos (N) p Diaz, 5:31
220: — Russo (C) p O’Keefe, 4:33
Hwt: — Bremer (N) d Weiss, 4-3

Cougar Matmen Out-Juggle N. P. Pioneers. 43-28

Probitas Verus Honos

Lady Cougars Ground
Pioneer Cagers, 44-35
Three Cougars hit in double

figures as the 2-0 Cranford High
School girls basketball team
grounded the 1-1 New Providence
Pioneers, 44-35, in Cranford on
December 20. Junior Katie
McGovern bucketed 12 points and
pulled five rebounds, while Mor-
gan Miller (four steals) and Jess
McCoy (seven thefts) each scored
10 points. Jenna Goeller had
seven points and Mairead
McKeary put in five.
New Providence 12   7 11   5 35
Cranford 10   8 15 11 44

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRIBUTE TO COUGAR STANDOUTS…Prior to the match with New Providence, four former Cougars (Greg
Donofrio, Pat Hogan, Joe Giaccio and Matt DiGiovanni) were recognized for achieving 100 career wins or higher, along
with one state champion (Willie Carpenter). Donofrio’s father and Carpenter’s family, along with DiGiovanni, Giaccio
and Hogan were present. Also pictured were Assistant Coaches Justin Bonitatis and Chuck Bell, Head Coach Pat Gorman
and Director of Athletics Darren Torsone.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALSO GETTING A LEG UP…Cougar Cory Markovitch, right, works a single-
leg takedown on Pioneer Jake Jankow in his 152-lb bout. Markovitch pinned
Jankow in 1:54 with a power half.
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