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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Finishing some unfinished busi-
ness most likely is on the minds
of the Cranford High School girls
basketball team, that came up
shy of repeating as North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 champions
but still had an outstanding sea-
son to finish with a 22-6 record.

The good news is that the Lady
Cougars return all of their start-
ers, so their chances to reclaim
the crown look good. Morgan
Miller is the only senior on the
squad, and juniors Jess McCoy,
Jenna Goeller and Kate
McGovern, along with sopho-
mores Mairead McKeary and Carli
Maucione have been refining their
skills.

“I am very excited about this
year, because we are all return-
ing, and we have matured as
basketball players. We are a year
older. Morgan is our only senior.
They worked very hard over the
summer. We were in a fall league.
We played very well. We imple-
mented a few new offenses and
defenses,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Dyer said.

Last year, Miller, a forward,
totaled 300 points, including 37
three-pointers, and hit 37 of 54
from the free throw line. She also
had 86 assists and 145 rebounds.

“She is an awesome three-point
shooter. She gives her heart and
soul every time she is on the
floor. She is a big time leader for
us this year. It’s her senior year,
so she wants it more than any-

thing to do well,” Coach Dyer
said.

McCoy, a guard, pretty much
did it all. She led the team with
322 points (38-for-56 free
throws) and 201 rebounds. She
also had 68 steals and 68 assists.

“She’s pretty much one of my
overall [players]. She plays in-
side-outside. She will bring the
ball up the floor for us some-

times. She is a great defender. It
comes very natural for her,”
Coach Dyer said.

This year, Goeller, a point guard
and McKeary, a guard, have
shown maturity handling the ball.

“She has improved a lot with
her ball handling, and she has
become more confident driving
to the basket and shooting the
ball when she is open. Same

thing with Mairead! In our scrim-
mages, she’s constantly going to
the basket, very aggressive on

McCOY, MILLER, GOELLER, McGOVERN, McKEARY, MAUCIONE RETURNING VETERANS

Cougars Return All Starters For Exciting Hoops Season
defense,” Coach Dyer pointed out.

Lasy year, Goeller led the team
with 107 assists. Goeller, who
has 129 points, showed shooting
accuracy from the outside by
hitting 13 from three-point range.
McKeary finished with 114 points,
69 rebounds and 25 assists.

“Jenna has worked very hard on
her shot. She’s become a lot more
confident with her shooting. Point

guards tend to pass the ball a
little too much, but we have
worked with her and said score
when you can,” Coach Dyer said.

McGovern, a forward, was very
tough under the boards. She

amassed 27 blocked shots, while
adding 83 rebounds, 31 steals in
addition to sinking 25 of 37 free
throws.

“Kaitlyn has worked very hard
over the summer and fall on her
post moves and becoming more
aggressive. She’s going to be a
big scorer for us,” Coach Dyers
said.

Maucione, a forward, contrib-
uted 107 points, 59 rebounds
and 17 blocks.

Last year, opposing team found
out that it was not a good idea to
foul any of the Lady Cougars,
since they were averaging in high
60-percent range to low 70-per-
cent range.

“We take 80 to 100 free throws
a practice, so I wouldn’t want
any percentage lower than what
we had last year,” Coach Dyer
said.

Offense was one aspect of the
game, but defense was the Lady
Cougars’ bread and butter. They
constantly frustrated opponents
into making bad passing deci-
sions and had several “Chief
Thieves” who could snatch the
ball and convert it to Cougar
points.

“The girls know that I am de-
fensive minded. You are going to
get your points, but if you don’t
play defense, the other team is
going to outscore you, so we
work on defense a lot in practice.
Their aggressiveness and inten-
sity in wanting the ball, helps in
that aspect,” Coach Dyer ex-
plained.

The Lady Cougars will open their
season with a home game against
Oak Knoll tomorrow, December
16, at 4 p.m. On Tuesday, De-
cember 20, the Cougars will en-
tertain New Providence at 4 p.m.

“The girls have worked really
hard. It’s going to be exciting to
see what happens,” Coach Dyer
said.

David B. Corbin (2011 District 11 Tournament) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LADY COUGAR RETURNING VETERANS…The Cougar girls basketball team returns all of their starter. Pictured,
left to right, are: Mairead McKeary, Carly Maucione, Morgan Miller, Jess McCoy and Jenna Goeller.
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Just because two fantastic wres-
tlers Joe Giaccio and Kyle
Markovitch, who broke school
records and qualified for the
NJSIAA tournament in Atlantic
City, have graduated, that does
not mean that this year’s Cranford
High School wrestling team is
light on talent.

With four returning Region 3
qualifiers, including an NJSIAA
qualifier, and many experienced
wrestlers waiting in the wings to
break into the lineup, the Cou-
gars will be quite competitive.

The Cougars’ former head coach,
Darren Torsone, has moved up
to the Director of Athletics posi-
tion, but his replacement, Pat
Gorman, is no stranger to the
program. Gorman, a Cranford
resident, has been Torsone’s as-
sistant for eight years.

“I lived in town for 32 years. I
wrestled through the PAL system
here, so it’s been a lifelong thing
to be a part of the Cranford wres-
tling family, Head Coach Gorman
said.

The biggest-name wrestler will
be senior J.P. Christiano, who
was a Union County Tournament,
District 11 Tournament and Re-
gion 3 Tournament champion,
who made it to the quarterfinals
at Atlantic City (AC) and finished
with a 35-4 record at 160-lbs.
Christiano is expected to com-
pete at 170-lbs.

“He finished a great year in
wrestling last year. He just fin-
ished a great year in football. He’s
looking strong. He’s ready to go.
He’s hungry to do better than
what he did last year. I foresee
him having an excellent year.
He’s going to put up some num-
bers, and he’s going to turn some

heads,” Coach Gorman said.
Senior Ian Henry came on

strong last year to place third in
the UCT and second in the dis-
trict at 125-lbs to finish 22-15.
Henry is in with a mix of Cougars
vying for the 126-lb spot, which
includes sophomore Cory Birch,

who wrestled 119-ls last year.
“Ian Henry finished second last

year at the district. He is a tough
kid. We are looking for him to
finish in the top at the districts.
Corey Birch will be wrestling
above him probably. We are ex-
pecting big things from him,”
Coach Gorman said.

Not to be overlooked is junior

Jim Dyer, who placed fourth in
the district at 152-lbs last year.
The other three, Christian Bar-
ber (Westfield), Devin
Geoghegan (Brearley) and Di-
ego Chavez (Rahway) all quali-
fied for AC. Barber and
Geoghegan placed 1-2, respec-

tively. Junior Corey Markovitch
wrestled two weight classes
above his normal class but placed
second in the district at 171-lbs.
Dwyer and Markovitch are ex-
pected to compete at 152-lbs
and 160-lbs, respectively.

“He is looking very strong in
the room. Jimmy has a great
future here, as does Corey

Markovitch, JP Christiano, Jeff
Weiss, Ryan Farrell, all the way
up the line,” Coach Gorman said.

Weiss and Farrell, both juniors,
will compete at 220-lbs and
heavyweight, respectively. Jun-
ior Mike Diaz, a very effective
linebacker on the football team,

will compete at 182-lbs, and jun-
ior Rob Kessler will be in the mix
at 170-lbs.

“From heavyweight all the way
down to [1]52 are kids, who
have already been in the lineup.
Fourteen of them are coming
from the football state champi-
onships, so these kids are hun-
gry for another successful sea-

son. To roll that right over to
wrestling is great. We are glad to
have them. It wasn’t a slow start
at all. We got these kids in there,
and they hit the ground run-
ning,” Coach Gorman said.

The middleweight classes will
be a mix of the 12 sophomores
and some of the 11 juniors on the
squad.

“In the middle, we have some
new features in the lineup, who
have been wrestling behind tough
kids last year. It is not like they
are new to the sport, they just
had a tough time breaking
through the lineup, so we are
expecting these guys to have a
breakout year,” said Coach
Gorman, who added, “We have a
bunch of kids, who have all been
here. We only have three fresh-
men, so all the sophomores have
a lot of experience. We are look-
ing for all that experience to
come through when they get to
the varsity level.”

Of the three freshman, Gavin
Murray should be solid at 113-
lbs.

“We are looking for him to have
a really good year. A lot of these
kids coming up through the PAL
system have already wrestled
more matches than some of the
kids, who have been here for a
while. These kids are going all
over the state, wrestling
matches. When we get that cali-
ber of kid in here, it benefits the
program,” Coach Gorman said.

Coach Gorman is also excited
with his new addition to the
coaching staff, Justin Bonitatis,
an All-American from The Col-
lege of New Jersey

“We are meshing as coaches.
We are happy to have him on
board,” he said.

The Cougars’ first home match
will be against New Providence
on Wednesday, December 21, at
7 p.m.

J.P. CHRISTIANO, IAN HENRY, JIM DWYER, CORY MARKOVITCH PREPARE TO STEP UP

Cougar Matmen Return Experience, Have Coach Change

David B. Corbin (2011 NJSIAA Tournament) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Cougar J.P. Christiano, left, made it to the NJSIAA quarterfinals at 160-lbs
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – During its meeting
Tuesday night, the Borough Coun-
cil voted 4-2, with Councilman
Victor DeFilippo and Council-
woman Sara Todisco voting no,
on a motion to adopt an ordinance
to freeze longevity benefits.

“If the ordinance is passed, I can
tell you I do not intend to sign it,”
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said
during the workshop meeting.

“Having worked in the field of
employment for over 20 years, I
am very sensitive to what people
have agreed to when they are
hired,” Mayor Quattrocchi said.

Eleven non-union employees of
the borough will be affected by
this amendment to the ordinance.

Future non-union employees
cannot receive longevity benefits,
and current non-union employ-
ees who receive longevity ben-
efits cannot accrue additional ben-
efits. “It fixes their longevity. It
allows them to retain it. They will
continue to receive what they have
earned – they simply will not be
entitled to increase their longev-
ity,” Borough Attorney Joseph
Triarsi said.

Resident Fred McCarrick asked
how much the borough would save
by doing away with longevity ben-
efits, and the council could not
provide a figure. “I don’t under-
stand how you can vote on this
ordinance and not know how much
you are going to save; it doesn’t
make any sense whatsoever,” Mr.
McCarrick said.

“We can’t afford this anymore,”
Councilman Jim Mathieu said,
blaming the state’s 2-percent cap.

“If we go above that 2 percent,
somebody is going to be laid off.
You’ll end up with a borough who
has a big payroll and no employ-
ees,” Councilman Keith Sluka said.

After the motion to adopt was
made, Councilman Mathieu said
to the mayor that she originally
instructed the Laws and Licenses
Committee to remove longevity

from the personnel policy. He said
the mayor wrote in an e-mail
dated June 8, “I would certainly
want to rid ourselves of longevity
as it is not acceptable to me.” She
replied to Mr. Mathieu that the
statement does not comprise all
of her thoughts on the issue.

“What evolved out of your com-
mittee was not what I had in
mind,” she said.

Breaking ground on the athletic
field complex will be delayed yet
again after bids for the complex
came in over budget of the $2.1-
million bond ordinance approved
in 2007, with bids ranging from
$2.65 million to over $5 million. A
new bond ordinance would need
to be approved at a rate higher
than the lowest bid in order to
proceed with accepting a bid, Mr.
Triarsi said.

A grant in the amount of
$875,000 had come in after the
bond ordinance was adopted, Bor-
ough Clerk Christina Ariemma
said, which would help offset the
monies the borough would have
to burden taxpayers with.

About $800,000 would be raised
through taxes to build the athletic
field complex, according to the
council.

Legal issues also complicate the
matter, Mr. Triarsi said. This in-
cludes a letter from FieldTurf, an
artificial turf supplier, that puts
the borough on notice that the
company reserves the right to file
a lawsuit if the borough approves
the bid because the borough would
be in violation of public contracts
law, Perry DiPiazza, regional vice-
president of FieldTurf, told The
Westfield Leader. He spoke be-
fore the council explaining the
company’s position.

He said the borough’s consult-
ant, John Bell of Kinsey Associ-
ates, worded the bid to say that no
alternate brands of artificial turf
may be considered, which is ille-
gal, Mr. DiPiazza said.

He also noted that the borough
“would have realized a $100,000
savings” by using another brand

other than the brand specified on
the base bid.

Russell Graham of Liberty Court
asked during public comments
when the public works depart-
ment will remove trees and limbs
left on the curbside and roadside
after October’s snowstorm.

“The guys are doing the best
they can,” Council President
Timothy Hak said. He said it is not
in the budget to pay overtime.

“We are six inches of snow away
from a disaster,” Mr. Graham said.

Former Mayor Dennis McCarthy
said on his block he has seen
rodents scurrying in and out of
the piles of leaves and limbs.

Mayor Quattrocchi asked Mr.
Hak to look into prioritizing ar-
eas.

Resident Kevin Cullen of Willow

Garwood Council Freezes Longevity Benefits; Athletic Field Delayed
Avenue said the owner of
Surgent’s Elite Gymnastics School
at 501 South Avenue is running
part of his business in a residen-
tial zone that falls within his neigh-
borhood on Willow.

He said the owner built a park-
ing lot against what was allowed
by the zoning department.

“Every day I have to put up with
people dropping kids off; when
they pick them up they park in
front of my driveway, in front of
fire hydrants,” he said. “All I want
you to do is to tell me how my
street became a commercial
street.”

“What do I do, do I sell my
house? I figure for this part of my
taxes I get peace and tranquil-
ity,” he said.

The borough will submit appli-

cations for Year 38 of the Commu-
nity Development Block Grant Pro-
gram (CDBGP), a federal govern-
ment program, in the amounts of
$25,000 for the senior citizen pro-
gram, $12,000 for senior citizen
transportation, and $10,000 for
senior citizen handyman program.

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli
announced that the Garwood Vol-
unteer Fire Department has added
a new firefighter.

Former councilman Anthony
Sytko, a 28-year resident of
Garwood, announced he would
move to Trenton to be closer to
work. He spoke about how the
future of Garwood lays in the
hands of the residents. “This town
deserves leaders who care. I re-
ally hope we find these people,”
he said.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach bid adieu to the town-
ship government on Tuesday,
ending a municipal government
career that began in the early
1980s and ended last month when
he was defeated for re-election
to his township committee seat.

“Use me up until I’m done,” the
mayor said at Tuesday’s commit-
tee meeting, quoting an Oprah
Winfrey aphorism. It was the final
meeting of 2011, which the mayor
referred to as “quite a year,” cit-
ing Hurricane Irene in late August
and its aftermath, as well as town-
ship financial woes earlier in the
year and the ongoing fight to pre-
vent development of the
Birchwood Avenue property. While
Mr. Aschenbach did not quite rule
out running for office in the fu-
ture, he also vowed to “stay in-
volved.” He devoted most of his
remarks to praising the township
team that has worked with him
during his 2011 mayoralty, in-
cluding Township Attorney Daniel
McCarthy, Acting Township Ad-

ministrator and Police Chief Eric
Mason, his committee colleagues
and township employees.

Earlier, Deputy Mayor Kevin
Campbell praised the mayor’s
efforts during the post-Irene re-
covery as “off the charts” and
“exemplary.” Commissioner
David Robinson, who is slated to
become mayor in 2012 when the
Republicans regain control of the
committee, praised Mr.
Aschenbach’s role in the Irene
recovery as “tremendous,” tell-
ing the mayor that, “you were
there leading the community.”

In other business, Mayor
Aschenbach said it was “obvi-
ously outrageous” that a judge
ruled on Monday that the
Birchwood Avenue development,
which calls for 360 housing units
to be built, can go forward. The
mayor said the township com-
mittee on Monday night had ap-
proved the filing with the state
Superior Court of a motion to
reconsider, adding that there is a
“strong case” for an appeal of the
judge’s ruling. The township has
opposed the development, in-
stead seeking to turn the prop-

Aschenbach Ends Tenure, Criticizes Birchwood Ruling
erty into a retention basin in an
effort to mitigate flooding on
nearby streets.

Mr. McCarthy said the motion to
reconsider will be filed by Thurs-
day, December 29, and told a
questioning resident that there
are some procedural matters that
must first occur before a formal
appeal of the ruling can be filed.

At the start of the meeting, the
mayor spent 30 minutes handing
out certificates of appreciation to
members of the Cranford High
School varsity football team,
which won the state champion-
ship on December 3. “You have
made Cranford very proud,” he
told the several dozen players,
coaches and family members who
crowded the meeting room. The
victory, he said, “couldn’t have
come at a better time, given all
we’ve been through.”

In other business, Michael
Dubitsky was sworn in as a pro-
bationary officer with the Cranford
Police Department. Additionally,
the committee passed a resolu-
tion waiving parking fees in the
downtown area during the Christ-
mas shopping season.
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Pat DiFabio Honored for
Sixty Yrs. With Garwood FD

DEDICATED FIREFIGHTER...Garwood Councilman and Fire Commissioner
Lou Petruzzelli, left, and Fire Chief Wayne Frew, right, congratulate Firefighter
Pat DiFabio on his 60th  anniversary with the Garwood Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. The ceremony was held December 11 at The Westwood in Garwood.
Please see story below.

GARWOOD — Firefighter Pat
DiFabio was honored by the
Garwood Fire Department on
December 11 at The Westwood
in Garwood for his 60 years of
active service to the department.
He was presented with a ring by
Fire Chief Wayne Frew and also
was presented with a resolution
by George Heflich, Sr., president
of the New Jersey State Firemen’s
Association, for his many years
of service to the department and
the community of Garwood.

Firefighter DiFabio joined the
Garwood FD on January 3, 1951
at the age of 23, and became a
life member of the New Jersey
State Firemen’s Association in
1969. He had been active in
the department over many
years, serving on many com-
mittees and chairing some. He
has also been involved with the
fire prevention program each
October, where he has visited
schools and helped  teach the

students about fire safety.
In 1995 he attended the

Middlesex County Fire Police
Academy where he graduated
after completing a course on fire
police instructions. At that time
he was made a Garwood fire
police officer by the fire depart-
ment. The Garwood Knights of
Columbus honored him in 2011
as the outstanding firefighter of
the year. He was also was hon-
ored by the Education Founda-
tion of Garwood as an outstand-
ing citizen.

Firefighter DiFabio is still active
with the fire department and
answers calls no matter what
time of day or night as a fire
police officer. He can usually be
found every Sunday morning at
the firehouse making coffee for
the men and passing on his jokes
and good nature.

In his spare time he volunteers
at Runnells Specialized Hospital
in Berkeley Heights.

Library Announces
Holiday Closings

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library, located at 411 Third
Avenue, will be closed for holiday
observances and maintenance on
the following days: Saturday,
December 24, for Christmas Eve;
Monday, December 26, in obser-
vance of Christmas; Thursday and
Friday, December 29 and 30, for
maintenance, and Saturday, De-
cember 31, for New Year’s Eve.

The library will be open for
business on Tuesday and
Wednesday, December 27 and
28, from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. During
the days the library is closed, the
outdoor book drop will be open
for any returns that come due.
Patrons are advised that DVDs
and audiobooks must be returned
inside to the Circulation Desk to
avoid an additional fee.

Cranford Historical Society
Plans ‘Civil War Christmas’
CRANFORD – The Civil War

Sesquicentennial Committee of
the Cranford Historical Society
will present “A Civil War Christ-
mas” on Sunday, December 18,
from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Crane-
Phillips House Museum.

Nineteenth-century holidays
will be recreated in the museum
parlor. Civil War re-enactors
from the 2nd Rhode Island Vol-
unteers Company D will be at
the museum to demonstrate rug
hooking and church doll mak-
ing. Adding to the ambiance will
be music that would have been
played during the Civil War.
There also will be a Louisa May
Alcott reading. Louisa May Alcott
was an author, Civil War nurse,
abolit ionist, educator and
health-care reformer. Addition-
ally, visitors will have an oppor-
tunity to make a lavender sa-
chet to take home.

The 150th anniversary of the
American Civil War began this

year and will run until 2015. On
October 27, 2009, the Town-
ship of Cranford adopted a reso-
lution designating the Cranford
Historical Society as the lead
organization for commemorat-
ing that defining period of
American history. The Society
will sponsor educational and
entertaining programs through-
out the anniversary designed to
broaden public awareness of the
transformative events leading
to the conclusion of that great
struggle.

The Crane-Phillips House Mu-
seum is located at 124 North
Union Avenue in Cranford. Ad-
mission will be free. For further
information, call the historical
society’s office at (908) 276-
0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Founded in 1927, the Cranford
Historical Society’s mission is
to preserve and perpetuate the
history of Cranford.

‘Icy Moons of Saturn’ to Be
AAI Topic Tomorrow Night
CRANFORD – Amateur Astrono-

mers, Inc. (AAI) will hold its
monthly meeting tomorrow, Fri-
day, December 16, at 8 p.m. in
the Roy Smith Theater on the
Cranford campus of Union County
College (UCC), located at 1033
Springfield Avenue.

Guest speaker Andy Poniros,
NASA/JPL Solar System Ambas-
sador, will present “The Icy Moons
of Saturn.” Mr. Poniros will guide
attendees on an exploration of
the Saturn system using multiple
images and scientific data col-
lected by the Cassini spacecraft
and Huygens probe. Featured will
be Saturn’s moons, Titan and
Enceladus, plus several other icy
moons, the planet itself and its
rings. Some discoveries made by
the Cassini science team will be
included.

Mr. Poniros received an ASEE
in Electrical Engineering from
Norwalk State Technical College
in 1974 and has worked as a
medical imaging engineer for 37
years. He is NASA Lunar Rock Kit
Demonstration Certified, a sci-
ence reporter for WPKN Radio
(WPKN.org) and is a member of
the Astronomical Society of New
Haven.

Following his presentation, at-
tendees will be able to join AAI
members at the William Miller
Sperry Observatory, also located

on the Cranford UCC campus, for
refreshments and the chance to
look through the two largest
amateur telescopes in the north-
east (weather permitting).

Sperry Observatory is open to
the public every Friday evening,
rain or shine, between 7:30 and
10:30 p.m. for an informal talk
and observing. For more infor-
mation, visit AAI’s website,
asterism.org, or call (908) 276-
STAR. Admission and parking are
free.
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