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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Defense wins titles, and that is
exactly what happened when the
Cranford High School football
team did in a 27-0 shutout of
favored Parsippany Hills to seize
its first ever North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 championship at
Kean University in Union on De-
cember 3.

The Cougars’ veteran defense
relentlessly pressured and forced
the hand of Viking quarterback
Tyler Simms, known for his pass-
ing accuracy, and recorded three
interceptions, six sacks, a fumble
recovery and numerous bat
downs or tipped passes. Simms
completed only 13 of 31 passes,
and the Vikings’ running game
was held to negative yardage.

In the meantime, Cougar quar-
terback Reggie Green engi-
neered primarily a running game
that netted 259 yards and four
touchdowns (TD). He completed
three of four passes for 21 yards,
and pitched out to running back
Chris Witwick who threw a 39-
yard strike to wide receiver Eric
Garguilo.

Green rushed 102 yards on 17
carries, which included TD runs
of 41 yards and two yards. Full-
back JP Christiano had 10 car-

FOLINUSZ, DIAZ, KLIMEK, NICHOLS RECORD SACKS; GREEN, McGOVERN, GARGUILO INTERCEPT

Cougars Level Par. Hills, 27-0, for Section Football Crown
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ries for 85 yards, including a
two-yard TD bash, and a five-
yard reception. Witwick, who had
a 12-yard reception, carried 10
times for 46 yards, and Adham

McGuire had six carries for 26
yards, including a 15-yard TD.

Ryan Bryson had a four-yard
reception.

Cougar defensive lineman
Chris Folinusz became a recur-
ring nightmare to Simms. He

sacked Simms three times and
recovered a fumble that
Christiano jarred loose.

“Coach said if the down line-
men can get pressure on him,
we will win the game. If they

can’t stop us up front, we are
going to pick off and break up
passes like we did. We threw
them out of what they normally
do,” Folinusz said. “It feels great!

One in baseball and one in foot-
ball!”

Linebacker Nick Diaz pressured
Simms numerous times and
added a four-yard sack.

“I dreamt about this, all of us,
since we were little kids playing
flag football. All you think about
is a high school state champion-
ship. I cannot describe how I
feel right now. It’s amazing! Ev-
eryone did what they were
coached. Coach talked about
predestination, acting like a
champion. If you act like a cham-
pion, you will be a champion. We
acted like a champion every day
of this week and all season, and
we came out state champions,”
Diaz said.

Linebacker Mike Klimek re-
corded a three-yard sack and
pressured Simms into making
several bad pass decisions, one
that led to an interception by
Green on the Vikings’ first offen-
sive play of the game.

“If you give that quarterback a
lot of time, he’s going to pick
apart the defense. That was part
of the game plan. Don’t give him
time in the pocket. Our ‘D’ line
stepped up. Our secondary
stepped up. Our secondary had
good coverage, so that gave us
time to sack him,” Klimek said.
“It’s amazing! Words can’t de-
scribe it.”

Green’s interception was just
an omen of much more bad news
to come. The Cougars’ down line-
men and linebackers have es-
tablished their very stingy be-
havior all season, but the sec-
ondary was to be put to the test

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NORTH JERSEY, SECTION 2, GROUP 3 CHAMPIONS…The Cranford Cougar football team celebrates after
swamping Parsippany Hills, 27-0, for the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 championship at Kean University.
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and they passed with hon-
ors. Garguilo had an in-
terception, tipped a pass
and delivered a resound-
ing crack that jarred the
ball loose from a potential
reception. Sean McGovern
added an interception that
he also returned 14 yards.

“A lot of credit goes to
our ‘D’ line getting pres-
sure on Simms. It forced
him to throw bad balls,
and we picked him off. It
feels good. It’s nice to go
out on top my senior year,”
Garguilo said.

Linebacker Anthony
DaSilva ruined a potential
Viking scoring drive with
two tipped passes in a row.
He also deflected a third
pass.

“I have been switching
around all year, playing a
little linebacker and get-
ting up on the ‘D’ line. I
made it work, had some
batted balls. Two in a row!
Big stop on a fourth down!
Everyone stepped up and
did their job. We got our
first shutout of the year.
It feels great right now. I
have been dreaming about
this since I was four-years
old,” DaSilva said.
Defensive lineman Ryan
Farrell had a tipped pass,
and linebacker TJ Nichols
recorded a five-yard sack
and added a slam-dunk of
a pass attempt.

“We knew that
Parsippany Hills relied on
the pass, so we really practiced
pass rush on the ‘D’ line. We
were ready for whatever they
were going to throw at us. [de-
fensive] Coach [Joe] Hubert did
a great job coaching and coach

[Chris] Loeffler. We had a lot of
stunts on, and they made the
right play calls when we needed
them,” Nichols said. “It’s a good
way to go out!”

Garguilo received the opening
kickoff and returned it 31 yards
to the Viking 49. Three running
plays later, the 10-1 Cougars

scored when Green got a great
block from Christiano and
weaved 41 yards for the TD with
10:54 on the clock. The point
after attempt hit the post.

“The offensive line did a great
job of making the holes. TJ,
Klimek, O’Shaughnessy, Weiss,
everybody! JP [Christiano] made

another huge block, and I was
able to make the guys miss and
score a touchdown,” Green said.

Green’s interception gave the
Cougars great field position at
the Viking 41. Witwick’s pass to
Garguilo put the ball on the Vi-
king two, where Christiano
bashed in for the TD with 10:11

Cougars Level Parsippany Hills, 27-0, for Football Sectional Championship
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

left in the first quarter. Troy
Kettler nailed the point af-
ter, making the score 13-0.

The Cougars’ next score
came on an eight-play, 54-
yard march that ended with
McGuire breaking several
tackles for his 15-yard TD
run with 9:52 left in the half.

The 8-4 Vikings put to-
gether a drive at the begin-
ning of the third quarter, but
it came to an abrupt end
when Garguilo intercepted
Simms’ pass at the Cranford
26. The Vikings returned the
favor later in the quarter
when Simms, from his de-
fensive back position, inter-
cepted Green at the Viking
45 and returned it to the
Cranford 19. The Vikings
failed to capitalize on four
downs, and the Cougars took
over at the 15.

Eight plays later, which in-
cluded a spectacular, tackle-
breaking 55-yard run by
Christiano that put the ball
on the Viking two, Green
slipped in for the TD for the
final scoring with 7:29 re-
maining in the game.

“Coach told us, ‘how do you
want your last play to be?’
This is my last game playing
football. I came out here and
gave it everything I had. I
wanted to leave it all out on
the field, and I showed it on
the long run today,” said
Christiano, who added, “the
first half we spread them out
with Adham and Witwick,
then in the second half they

punched me up the middle, and
I got good blocking from the ‘O’
line. What a great way to end
your senior season!”
Parsippany Hills   0   0   0   0 0
Cranford 13   7   0   7 27

Probitas Verus Honos
See more football photos

on next two pages

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SMOTHERED BY THE DEFENSE…Parsippany Hills running back CJ Joyce, No. 22, gets smothered by Nick Diaz, No. 41, Chris
Folinusz, No. 51, Ryan Farrell. No. 61, and Mike Klimek, No. 57, in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 championship game.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLENTY OF ACTION ON THE FIELD…Upper left – Cougar Anthony DaSilva latches onto a Viking running back at Eric Garguilo, No. 32, TJ Nichols, No. 56, Nick Diaz, No. 41, and Mike Kilmek,
back, close in. Upper right – Nick Diaz, No. 41, takes a wild leap in the air with Viking Dan Hardwick, No. 3. Lower left – JP Christiano, No. 36, jars the ball loose so Chris Folinusz, No. 51, can recover
it. Lower right – Reggie Green, No. 7, finds a seam in the Viking defense.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SUCCESSFULLY TAKING THE VIKINGS APART…Upper left – Cougar Adham McGuire, No. 23, breaks for his 15-yard TD. Upper right – Chris Witwick, No. 22, tries to dodge some Viking defenders.
Lower left – Sean McGovern, No. 19, makes the second of three Cougar interceptions. Lower right – Cougar captains JP Christiano, No. 36, Mike Klimek, No. 57, Anthony DaSilva, No. 34, and TJ Nichols,
No. 56, show proof that the Cougars are the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Champions after crushing Parsippany Hills, 27-0, at Kean University in Union on December 3.



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-5  Thursday, December 8, 2011

goleader.com/ballyhoo

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Township officials
in attendance at a special work-
shop meeting Monday night were
in agreement to spend more to
essentially do away with the first
floor of the municipal building and
build up and out.

Three plans were put together
by the Municipal Building Task
Force, chaired by former town-
ship mayor Paul LaCorte, to re-
build the municipal building after
Hurricane Irene wiped out the
first floor of the building, taking
out the police headquarters, 9-1-
1 service, courtroom, TV-35 and
other offices, as well as damaging
paperwork and equipment.

Currently, the municipal court
offices, health department, TV-35
and the Downtown Management
Corp. (DMC) are operating out of
trailers on the lawn of the munici-
pal building. The police headquar-
ters has moved to the second floor
of the municipal building.

The three plans ranged in cost
from $3.1 million to over $11
million, Mr. LaCorte said, but
stressed that these were “raw”
figures. Plan 3, which the town-
ship committee favored, was to
build a second story and build out,
and move the parking underneath.
Plan 2 was to build a 6,000-square
foot dormer. Plan 1 was to retrofit
the first floor by constructing it
better to resist floodwaters such
as raising the courtroom 21 inches,
which saw five feet of water dur-
ing Irene, installing dam doors,
and using building materials that
would not get damaged by water.
Measurements for the Plan 3 ad-
dition were not given at the meet-
ing, and architectural and engi-
neering firms have yet to be hired
to draw up plans.

Mayor Dan Aschenbach and
Deputy Mayor Kevin Campbell,
along with township commission-
ers Mark Dugan and Edward
O’Malley all were in agreement to

move forward with Plan 3. The
township committee will have to
vote on which plan to move for-
ward on.

Under Plan 3, the courtroom,
squad room and radio room would
be housed on the third floor, the
municipal offices and council
chambers would be located on the
second floor along with the police
department.  Police Chief Eric
Mason, the acting township ad-
ministrator, told The Westfield
Leader there were no safety con-
cerns with residents and employ-
ees sharing the elevator with
people attending court. He said
persons with municipal court hear-
ings would be walked up the stairs,
as is the current protocol. Before
Irene, the courtroom was on the
first floor, which is situated at
ground level, and currently the
township is holding court in
Westfield’s municipal courtroom.

Mayor Dan Aschenbach said an-
other option could be an interlocal
agreement with Westfield to share
the court.

Moving certain functions of the
township to a separate location,
such as across the street by the fire
department, was also brought up.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WISH LIST…Kiran and Drew of Cranford sit on Santa’s lap when he visited
the Cranford Community Center on Saturday morning. The Cranford Jaycees
sponsored the event.

“It’s nice to know that every-
thing they (residents) need is here.
I would advocate to keeping all of
our services here,” Mr. Mason said.

Money to fund the project would
be a combination of taxes to pay
off a bond, flood insurance in-
come, and potential reimburse-
ment from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA).

Township Attorney Daniel
McCarthy said the town has a $1-
million flood insurance policy, as
well as an excess flood policy
which they could potentially re-
ceive $10 to $15 million after the
damages are assessed.

Funding from FEMA was also
discussed, but the general con-
sensus was to move forward with
a plan that suits the township
and community’s needs, rather
than what FEMA may fund. The
maximum amount FEMA would
fund is 75 percent of the cost,
Mr. McCarthy said.

In order to go to FEMA, the
township has to have a “shovel
ready plan,” Mr. Mason said.
Then FEMA would evaluate the
cost/benefit of the plan before
making a decision, which would
come in mid-2013.

GW Mayor Clarifies Votes Taken
On Borough’s Longevity Ordinance

Having read the account of the
Garwood Borough Council meet-
ing of November 22, which ap-
peared in The Leader I felt com-
pelled to make a comment or two
regarding the process involving
the longevity ordinance.

The reporter did her job as far
as reporting what took place that
evening and, in fact to her credit,
took the time to listen to the
recording of the July 12th regu-
lar meeting, however, the whole
story is not contained in the re-
cording of that meeting alone.

(I have personally listened,
along with our clerk, to the re-
cording a minimum of six times
but probably more, in order to
properly amend the minutes if
necessary and we have ascer-
tained that there was an error
borne along the way from the
confusion of implementing the
proper procedure and recording
the same under the circum-
stances that were present.)

Prior to the ordinance being
introduced on June 14th, there
were already issues and ques-
tions raised about the content
and exact wording at the work-
shop of the same date, but the
ordinance was still introduced. A
month later at the workshop prior
to the regular July 12th meeting,
the attorney mentioned that the
longevity ordinance should be
tabled for further consideration
to be reviewed more thoroughly.

The chair of the Laws and Li-
cense committee agreed, but
stated he would still like to have
a public hearing and then table
the ordinance, at which point the
attorney explained and advised
the council. Later that same night
at the actual council meeting, a
motion was made and seconded
to adopt the ordinance. A techni-
cally, this was done because the
ordinance had been officially in-
troduced a month prior and it
would need to be moved for adop-
tion in order that there be some-

thing on the floor to be tabled. A
motion to table was made which
as reported then became the
privileged motion not needing a
second. A roll call vote was taken
to table the ordinance. Never did
a vote take place to adopt the
ordinance.

It is obvious from the meeting
and workshop minutes going back
to June that there was confusion
regarding the terms of the longev-
ity ordinance and clarification
would be required so that the
council members could make in-
formed voting decisions. It is also
obvious that the intent of council
was to have some public input and
that the council wanted to table it
at that same July 12th meeting.

One can argue that the instruc-
tions for the procedure was flawed
or the minutes incorrect, but the
bottom line here is that the intent
was clear that the council wanted
to table the ordinance and that is
what they did. There are bound to
be times when tempers will flare
and sometimes inappropriate
wording will be used to express
our feelings of the moment, how-
ever, as adults we mend fences
and go forward with what we
believe to be in the common good.
The ordinance was reintroduced
at the November 22nd meeting
and the council will vote on its
adoption with a public hearing on
Tuesday, December 13.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Mayor of Garwood

Dog Licenses Due in GW
GARWOOD — Dog Licenses are

due during the month of January
in Garwood. To obtain or renew a
license, visit the municipal clerk’s
office at 403 South Avenue, Mon-
day through Friday, between 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Proof of rabies
vaccine covering the entire licens-
ing year is necessary. For more
information, call (908) 789-0710.

Cranford Could See Larger Municipal Building


