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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

“Make them pay,” St. Joseph
slugger Bruce Evans said after
each of the two times that he had
been intentionally walked. And
each time his team came through
as St. Joseph, top seeded in the
Angels Division, denied fourth-
seeded St. Jude its chance at
glory with a 5-3 victory in the St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League playoffs at Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains on August 22.

Just after Evans received his
first intentional walk in the bot-
tom of the fourth inning, team-
mate Jim Barba worked a walk
then Dave Weischadle lined a
two-run single to center, and
Matt Daly added an RBI single to
left to highlight a four-run in-
ning. After Evans was intention-
ally walked in the sixth, Barba
bashed an RBI single to left, and
it was all the Joe boys needed to
reign supreme in the fast-paced
game that lasted only one hour.

Timely offense was not the only
thing that made the Jude men
pay, but a polished defense pre-
vented more Judes from dancing
on home plate. Centerfielder Daly
made several fine catches that
prevented, perhaps, three runs.
His third impressive snag re-
sulted in the final out of the
game. While covering second
base, Weischadle also contrib-
uted several fine scoops. When
he shifted to play first base, Barba
manned second and made a great
leaping stab in the sixth inning.

WEISCHADLE RIPS 2-RUN SINGLE, DALY GOES 2-FOR-2, JOHN CHUPKO GOES 2-FOR-2

Top-Seeded St. Joseph Denies St. Jude in Angels Playoff, 5-3
St. Joseph veteran pitcher Frank

Chupko, who had been credited
with his 300th career victory a
month ago, scattered 11 hits and
walked one, but his biggest nem-
esis was his brother John, who
tapped him for a pair of singles
and an RBI in his two plate ap-
pearances. Jude slugger Varujuan
Baboomian (run scored) inflicted

some major damage with a
“booming” triple. Nick Vacca and
Mike White each rapped RBI
singles. Tony Blasi (run scored),
Larry Szenyi, Kevin Walsh, Rob
Del Cid, Joe DeChiaro and Rich
Pitonzo each singled, and Rich
Suriano walked and scored once.

In his only other plate appear-
ance, Evans poked a single to

left. Weischadle finished 2-for-3,
with two RBI and a run scored,
while Daly finished 2-for-2 with
an RBI. Ed Villaverde tripled and

scored, Lou Messano singled and
scored, and Dean Talcott singled.

The first two innings was nothing
more than a pitchers’ duel be-
tween veterans Chupko and Blasi,
but there was a little joviality after
Blasi failed to beat out an infield
single in the top of the second.

“If it was downhill, he would
have made it,” said Szenyi jok-

ingly.
After Walsh grounded out to

lead off the third, anxious to get
some runs on the board, DeChiaro
shouted, “One out! One base at a
time!”

Suriano worked a walk, John

Chupko singled and Szenyi
singled to load the bases.

As White stepped to the plate,
teammate Ed Marchelitis
hollered, “Mike White! All we need
from you is a hit.”

White whacked an RBI single to
center to give Jude a 1-0 lead.

“We broke the ice,” added
Marchelitis.

St. Joseph was silent in the
bottom of the third, but
Marchelitis was not in the fourth.
“We got to make noise at the top
[of the order],” he said.

The Judes did bark a bit with
singles from Vacca and Pitronzo,
but home plate never received a
thud from a cleat.

With Messano on second, the
Joe boys scored all four of their
runs in the bottom of the fourth
with two men out. Evans and
Barba received their free passes.
Weischadle rapped his two-run
single, but a throwing error also
allowed Barba to score, then Daly
followed with his RBI single.

In the fifth, Blasi singled and
scored on John Chupko’s superbly
placed RBI single to right to nar-
row the score to 4-2.

In the Joseph sixth inning,
Villaverde, who had grounded
out to first in his previous at-bat,
stepped to the plate.

“Ed! Hit it further than last
time,” Frank Chupko suggested.

Evan added, “We need a little
more insurance!”

Villaverde listened and looped
a long triple down the right field
line. After Evans received his
second intentional walk, Barba
bashed an RBI single to left.

Baboomian blasted his one-out
triple in the seventh and scored
on Vacca’s RBI sacrifice fly to
right. Daly snared Pitronzo’s dif-
ficult fly ball to center for the final
out.
St. Jude 001 010 1 3
St. Joseph 000 401 x 5

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEPPING GENTLY ON THE BAG…St. Jude first baseman Ed Marchelitis steps on the bag to get the putout on St.
Joseph’s Tony Perfilio in the third inning. St. Joseph defeated St. Jude, 5-3, at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.
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The chronologically advanced
(50+ age group) may remember
a song from the ancient date of
1966 called “Lightnin’ Strikes”
(Again) sang by a fellow who was
known as Lou Christie (real name
Lugee Alfredo Giovanni Sacco).

Christie used his spectacular
falsetto, Frankie Valle (Four Sea-
sons) like voice to catapult
“Lightnin’ Strikes” to the top of
the charts on February 19 of that
year.

Well lightning strikes played
two major roles in the progress
of the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Saints Division
playoff game between St. John
and St. Anne.

The St. Anne boys finished in
the cellar of the division with a 7-
13 record and received the fifth
seed. They were set up as the
visiting team to face the fourth-
seeded St. John boys, who fin-
ished with a 9-12 record, at Terrill
School Field in Scotch Plains on
August 18.

The John boys battered the
Annies with six runs in the bottom
of the first inning, but the Annies
chipped back to make the score
6-3 after two innings. But Mother
Nature had some big ideas of her
own. Flashes from the sky just
beyond the power lines along the
railroad tracks at Terrill Field made
the participants’ knees a bit shaky,
especially those of the umpire
who promptly called the game.

Rescheduled for the next
evening, August 19, this time at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains,
a full complement of John boys
took to the field, while the Annies
could field only nine players.

Dark clouds were floating be-
yond the centerfield and right

field expanses, but an even more
ominously churning black mass
of clouds was creeping closer
and closer from behind the back-
stop. Yearning to get one in the
books, both teams courageously
played on.

St. Anne leadoff hitter Tom

Straniero found an open spot in
leftfield for a base hit, and Gerry
Riepe followed with a single to
right. Nash Warfield tapped a
dribbler back to the mound, which

resulted in Straniero being forced
out at third. Chris Giordano poked
an RBI single, Art Hobble punched
a single to center and John Veglia
lofted an RBI sacrifice fly to right
to give the Annies a 2-0 lead.

“Let’s get them right back,”
advised St. John outfielder Larry

Fleischman as he pranced in to
bat.

His advice was well taken. Mike
Cuccurullo drilled a lined shot off
the centerfielder’s glove. Gus

Alvarez lashed a double to cen-
ter, putting runners on second
on third with no outs. Perhaps
considered a form of strategy,
Kevin Spellman was intention-
ally walked, loading the bases
for John Deitch, who whacked a
three-run triple over the

leftfielder’s head. Dave Hill
worked a walk then Deitch scored
the fourth run on Chris Nardi’s
groundout to the pitcher.

“That’s not a lot guys! Not a lot!

Let’s get them right back,”
shouted Warfield.

“They got six last night, so that’s
two less,” Straniero pointed out.

First baseman Cuccurullo made
a fine play to nab Steve Abrunzo
for the first out. Joe McEvoy
grounded out to second, and
Cuccurullo made an unassisted
putout for the third out.

“Come on guys! 1-2-3! They
got all they can get,” shouted
Warfield as he positioned himself
in centerfield.

St. John’s John DeProspero led
off the inning with a triple to
center. Corey Woodring
grounded out to short but was
quite surprised to see DeProspero
still planted on third.

“I didn’t get an RBI on that?” He
said.

Floyd Roberts popped up to
short, but Stan Lesniewski
pushed an RBI single into right-
center to give the Johnnies a 5-
2 lead.

Riepe led off the third with his
second single of the game, and
Warfield’s fly ball was caught in
right. Giordano plopped a single
into shallow right, which placed
two Annies on base with one out.
A flash of lightning was noticed,
but a second more meaningful
flash halted the game. Both cloud
masses converged on Jerseyland.
Both teams headed for their cars.
St. Anne 20x 2
St. John 41 5

DEITCH BOOMS 3-RUN TRIPLE, DePROSPERO TRIPLE; GIORDANO, RIEPE BOTH GO 2-FOR-2

Lightning Strikes Again, Halts St. John, St. Anne Showdown

Cranford High School
Sports Preview

Cougars

Coming Next Week

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONCENTRATION ON MAKING CONTACT…St. John veteran Frank Litterio concentrates on making contact with
the ball during the second “Lightning” game against St. Anne at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on August 19.
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Defense was indeed the name of
the game in the first round of the
Angels Division playoffs of the St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League when the third-seeded St.
James Gang held back second-
seeded St. Anthony, 6-1, at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains
on August 18.

The stinging defensive behavior
of both teams made veteran pitch-
ers Tom Rutkowski of St. James
and Tony Perconte of St. Anthony
look even better than they usually
have been. Rutkowski spread out
seven singles and a double and
allowed just two free passes, while
Perconte, who struggled in the
first inning, went on to spread out
seven hits and no walks in the
remaining six innings.

The wrong man to hit towards
was James Gang second baseman
Marty Bernstein, who scooped up
six ground balls and fired to first
for the putout and was the pivot
man in a 5 (Tom Grycan)-to-4
(Bernstein)-to-3 (Dave
Rothenberg) double play. Grycan
also absorbed a stinging line drive
for an out. Shortstop Craig
Burfeindt made a spectacular div-
ing snag of a fly ball in mid-
centerfield and added another div-
ing scoop that he converted to a
putout. Rutkowski made a bril-
liant backhand stab that he con-
verted to a putout.

Just after St. Anthony shortstop
Kevin Woodring made a fine catch,
he became the pivot man in a 4
(second baseman Milk Monroy)-
to-Woodring-to-3 (first baseman
Pete Chemidlin) double play.
Chemidlin also made a fine scoop
for a putout. Keith Karczak made
a running snag in centerfield.
Monroy also initiated another
double play.

BURFEINDT 3-FOR-3, RBI, SCORES 2, BERNSTEIN 2-FOR-3, 2 RBI; BOTH STAR ON DEFENSE

St. ‘James Gang’ Rides Again With 6-1 Win over St. Anthony
Burfeindt and Bernstein also

sparkled at the plate. Burfeindt
went 3-for-3 with a triple and an
RBI, while scoring twice. Bernstein
bashed a two-run single, added
another single and scored once.
Teammate Paul Campanile
singled, walked and scored twice.

Grycan, Dennis Hercel, Ted
Giandana and Bob Cihanowyz all
singled. Tom McGall had an RBI,
and Tom Ulichny scored once.

Tom Baldowski led St. Anthony
with a double and a single, while

scoring once. George Balint,
Monroy, Chemidlin, Woodring,
Kevin Stines and Karczak each
added a single.

The James Gang burst out firing
and got the drop on Anthony
pitcher Perconte in the top of the
first inning with four runs. After

Ulichny reached base on an error
in right field, Campanile walked
and Burfeindt followed with a burn-
ing RBI single to right-center.
Bernstein slashed his two-run
single and McGall added an RBI

groundout.
As St. Anthony took to the plate

in the bottom of the inning, team-
mate Jim Soscinski said, “Let’s go
Anthony! One-by-one!”

After Anthony went down 1-2-3,
Grycan commented to Rutkowski,
“Nice inning Tom!”

St. Anthony’s Joe Tilocca hollered
to his team as they took to the
field, “Come on! 1-2-3! Let’s go!”

The first Gangster led off with a
single, but only three members of
the James Gang would get to the

plate, because of a 4-6-3 double
play.

In an attempt to arouse his team,
Perconte shouted, “It’s only four
runs. Let’s go all the way through
the lineup.”

After Stines slapped a leadoff
single, Perconte added, “That’s a
start now!”

Monroy lined out to Grycan at
third, and Jeff Balish’s fly ball to
mid-center was snared by
Burfeindt, but Baldowski and
Chemidlin tapped singles to load
the bases. Tilocca’s grounder back
to the mound resulted in the third
out.

The James Gang added a run in
the third to take a 5-0 lead. Cam-
panile singled, moved to second
on Burfeindt’s single then scored
on a throwing error.

Anthony threatened with a pair
of singles in the third, but Bernstein
extinguished it with a fine putout.
Bernstein added two more putouts
in the fourth to mute Anthony.

“Good going Marty! Keep scoop-
ing them up,” hollered teammate
Kevin St. Onge.

Anthony’s only run came in the
fifth when Baldowski drilled a lead-
off double to left and later scored
on a throwing error.

The James Gang scored its final
run in seventh when Burfeindt
thumped a triple to center and
scored on Rothenberg’s RBI sacri-
fice fly to center.

Woodring and Monroy singled
and Balish walked to load the
bases with two outs for St. An-
thony in the bottom of the sev-
enth, but Burfeindt dove for a
grounder off the bat of Baldowski
and tossed to first for the final
out.

The loss shifted St. Anthony to
the losers’ bracket in the double
elimination tournament.
St. James 401 000 1 6
St. Anthony 000 010 0 1

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THREE IS A CHARM AT THE PLATE…After swinging and missing on the first two pitches, St. Anthony’s Charlie
Baier makes contact and lines a long drive to leftfield in the game against St. James at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.


