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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

With a 22-3 shellacking fresh
on their minds, the top-seeded
men of the Stage House needed
to make some changes quickly if
they wanted to wrestle the Scotch
Plains Men’s Softball League “A”
Division championship from the
grasp of second-seeded Park
Beverage.

Last year, the second-seeded
Park Beverage men cleaned the
top-seeded and defending cham-
pions Stage House with a two-
game sweeping of 17-12 and 13-
5 victories. And with the humili-
ating 22-3 loss, which consisted
of three over-the-fence home
runs from the Park Beverage men,
on August 8 in Game 1 of the
best-of-three games series at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains,
the Stage House had to come up
with a new strategy.

Veteran Tim Walsh, who played
third base in Game 1, took to the
mound. Ed Zazzali moved from
leftfield to third base, and Tony
Wargo shifted from the mound to
right field. Additionally, the
double-header showdown took
place on the spacious, unfenced
turf at Jerseyland Field on Au-
gust 10. The shift worked out like
a charm as the Stage House
trampled Park Beverage, 13-1,
in Game 2.

The deciding game, however,
turned out to be much closer, but
the Stage House jumped out to a
7-3 lead and barely held off a

WALSH PITCHES TO VICTORY,  INITIATES TWO DP’S; WARGO WHACKS TWO-RUN DOUBLE

Stage House Wins ‘A’ Division, Nips Park Beverage, 7-5
seventh-inning surge to grab a
7-5 victory and the “A” Division
crown.

The Beverage men struck first
with three runs in the top of the
first inning. Brady Lau and Pete
Samila singled then Dan Samila
followed with an RBI single. Gus

Alvarez also added and RBI in the
inning. The Stage House wasted
no time and matched the score

with three runs, highlighted by
Wargo’s two-run double that
landed near the basketball courts
in deep right field.

The Beverage men threatened
in the second with a pair of singles,
but Stage House second baseman
Todd Simo made a pair of fine
scoops of grounders that he con-
verted to putouts to leave the

Beverage men stranded on sec-
ond and third base. In the bot-
tom of the inning, Mike Devisio

singled then Scotty Savarese
launched a long shot that de-
flected off the right-
centerfielder’s glove. Both run-
ners scored to make the score,
5-3.

“All we need is two to tie it up.
Keep your heads up guys,”
shouted Park player/coach Tom
Straniero as his team marched in
to bat in the third.

With one man out and a runner

on first, Stage House pitcher
Walsh stopped a hard grounder
back to the mound and fired to
shortstop Jon Lehberger, who
tagged second base and threw to
Mark Ciecura at first for the in-
ning-ending double play.

As the Beverage men took to
the field in the bottom of the
third, first baseman Kevin
Spellman said, “Come on boys!
Stay focused! Let’s keep in the
game!”

Ciecura and Wargo led off with
back-to-back singles, and Zazzali
later added an RBI groundout to
extend the Stage House’s lead to
6-3.

Neither team scored in the
fourth, but Walsh initiated his
second 1-6-3, double play in the
fifth to bring his team to the plate
in the bottom of the inning. Joe
Cepparullo slapped a single, then
tagged up and flew to third on a
long sac fly to right. Ciecura fol-
lowed with an RBI single. He
attempted to duplicate
Cepparullo’s act when he tagged
up on another sac fly to right, but
he came up a bit short for the
third out.

Park Beverage went down 1-
2-3 in the sixth thanks to two
more fine plays by Simo at sec-
ond. Lehberger punched a single
in the bottom of the inning but
failed to score.

Down, 7-3, Park’s Straniero,
Lau and Damon Roth all singled
to load the bases with one out.
Pete Samila drilled a two-run
single, and Dan Samila launched
a long shot that was chased
down by Savarese in center for
the second out. Park Beverage
had runners on second and third
but a fly ball to right that Wargo
caught ended the game.

Park Beverage 300 000 2 5
Stage House 321 010 x 7

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING GOOD CONTACT…Park Beverage batter Kevin Spellman makes good contact with the ball in Game 3
against the Stage House at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on August 10.
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Leader and The Times

Once the Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League “B” Division play-
offs began, fourth-seeded Five
Guys got fine production from all
its guys in its march to the cham-
pionship series to face Neighbor-
hood Painting.

Five Guys gunned down the
fifth-seeded Outlawz, 11-4, in
the first round then hypnotized
second-seeded Hocus Pocus in
two games, 13-3, and 20-19,
respectively. On the other hand,
the Neighborhood Painters,
seeded sixth, turned out the lights
on the Sun Tavern in the first
round, 18-15, then after drop-
ping the first game, 8-6, de-
throned the top-seeded Sofa
Kings, 10-8, and 19-10, respec-
tively, to reach the finals.

On August 8, Five Guys re-
jected the Painters, 18-11, in
Game 1 of the three game series,
and due to a rainout the following
day, a doubleheader, if neces-
sary, was scheduled to be played
at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains
on August 10.

“We were on a roll. We were on
a tear, and I knew it once we got
going and our hitting was hitting.
These guys are all hitters. We
just put it together,” said vet-
eran Drew Koski (Westfield High
School Class of 1981), who has
played in the league for 10 years
in addition to playing in several
other leagues.

“I played with Val Dec for many
years and then we changed over
to Five Guys this year. We blended
two teams together. We got some
younger players, who are faster,
which is great because they cover
more area in the outfield. And we
have the veterans, who know

DiGIOVANNI RIPS FOUR HITS, WHACKS SOLO HOME RUN; HAGY RAPS FOUR HITS, GETS 3 RBI

Five Guys Win ‘B’ Div., Fry Neighborhood Painters, 12-2
where the balls are going. It’s a
real good combination. I am
thinking we beat them and sweep
the whole playoffs,” Koski pre-
dicted.

Neighborhood Painting team

captain Matt Hoynowski, who
grew up in Scotch Plains, was
also no stranger to the league.
“We go way back to the American
Legion about 17 or 18 years. We
played for Dillon’s. We won the

championship with PEPCO and
Phoenix Tube,” he said.

As to his team’s chances against
Five Guys, Hoynowski said,
“We’ve got to hit, keep it close
and we will steal it in the end.”

Five Guys had no intentions of
allowing the Painters to steal the
game, and team captain Frank
Mackiewicz ruled the Neighbor-
hood with four straight shutout
innings before yielding a run en

route to a 12-2 victory to grab
the “B” Division crown.

Five Guys totaled 20 hits and
two veterans, Frank DiGiovanni
and John Hagy, inflicted the most
damage with four hits apiece.

DiGiovanni (3 RBI, 2 runs scored)
capped off his evening with a
solo homer in the seventh in-
ning. Hagy (3 RBI, run scored)
also tripled. Pete Gilson (2 RBI, 2
runs scored) doubled and singled.

Nick Marino (2 runs scored), Chris
Grenham (RBI, run scored) and
Marc Giordano (RBI) each had
two hits. Nick Rundella (RBI, 2
runs scored), Mike Piccolo (run
scored), Joe DeNitzio (run scored)
and James Pizzichiello each added
a single.

Veteran John Gordon was the
only Neighborhood Painter to get
more than one hit. He singled
twice and walked in three plate
appearances. John Rentoulis
tripled, scored once and had an
RBI sacrifice fly. Mickey Petrone
tripled and scored once. Steve
Williams (RBI), Pete Covelli, Pat
Peterpaul and Chris Fronzak
(walk) each added a single.

Four of Five Guys scored in the
top of the first inning. DiGiovanni
and Hagy had RBI singles, Gilson
had an RBI sac fly and Mackiewicz
added an RBI groundout. Short-
stop Petrone prevented further
scoring with a leaping grab of a
liner.

After Hagy poked an RBI single
in the third, Neighborhood
centerfielder Fronzak ended the
inning with a fine catch, but Five
Guys ransacked the Neighbor-
hood in the fourth with four more
runs on seven singles to take a 9-
0 lead. Hagy tripled and scored
on Grenham’s sac fly in the fifth
to up the lead to 10-0.

The Painters finally got on the
scoreboard in the bottom of the
fifth when Rentoulis tripled to
center and scored on Williams
RBI single to leftfield. After
DiGiovanni led off the seventh
with a homer over the leftfield
fence, Gilson doubled and scored
on Hagy’s RBI single to center.
Petrone tripled and scored the
Painters’ final run when Rentoulis
lofted an RBI sac fly to center.

Five Guys 401 410 2 12
Neigh. Paint. 000 010 1 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE HOME RUN TROT…Five Guys slugger Frank DiGiovanni, right, trots past third base after slamming a solo home
run against Neighborhood Painting in Game 2 at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on August 10. DiGiovanni finished 4-
for4 with three RBI and two runs scored.
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MATUSKA, BLAU BAFFLE BATTERS WITH PITCHING EXCELLENCE; CAMISA RBI DOUBLE

St. Rocco Scores 2 in Seventh to Startle St. Aloysius, 2-1
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Heartbreak once again struck
St. Aloysius when St. Rocco
scored two runs in the top of the
seventh inning and held off a
serious threat to pull out a 2-1
victory in St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League action at
Farley Field in Scotch Plains on
August 11.

St. Aloysius pitcher Lewis Blau
and St. Rocco pitcher Joe Matuska
were baffling batters throughout
the evening, preventing them from
getting a solid piece of the ball.

After allowing a 15-foot single in
the first inning and yielding a run
on three singles in the second
inning, Matuska ceded just four
more hits and three walks for the
remainder of the game. Blau, who
permitted no free passes, held
the Roccos to just four singles in
the first five innings before hav-
ing some difficulty in the sixth,
allowing three singles, and in the
seventh where he allowed two
runs on three hits.

Strong defensive plays also
played a major role in such a low-
scoring game. St. Aloysius turned
two double plays (DP). The first
was a Rob Stratton (shortstop)-
to-Joe Romash (second base)-
to-Nate Mangiris (first base) DP
in the second inning. The second
came in the seventh when
Stratton scooped a grounder,
stepped on second for a force out
and fired to first for the DP.
Although he did not make the
putout, Mangiris prevented a run
in the fifth when he dove on a
grounder behind first base. The
play before that, he hauled in a

pop fly in shallow right field. Erik
Hastrup converged on a ball that
plopped into shallow center for a
seemingly cheap single and
alertly threw to second in time to

get a force out.
St. Rocco shortstop Walt Patrylo

chased down a difficult fly ball
along the leftfield line in the fourth
inning. Patrylo played a hand in
10 putouts. Rob Zerafa prevented
a score by chasing down a long
fly ball in leftfield. Second
baseman Russ Voorhees showed

his range and agility, grabbing a
grounder just beyond the infield
and tossing to Patrylo to get a
force out at second.

“I don’t know how many games

we lost by one run this season,”
St. Aloysius’ Mangiris said after
St. Rocco scored its two runs in
the seventh.

The shortest hit of the game
came in the top of the second
when Steve Spoljaric (2-for-3,
run scored) nicked a grounder
seven feet in front of the plate

and legged it out for a single.
When St. Aloysius came in to

bat in the bottom of the inning,
skipper Romash said to his play-
ers, “Let’s go guys! Let’s hit

singles!”
Dom Favorito (3-for-3, run

scored), Romash and Eric Fisher
tapped back-to-back singles, and
Chuck Dunn lofted an RBI sacri-
fice fly to right.

Vocalizing his frustration as the
Roccos stepped to the plate in
the fourth, Bob Camisa (2-for-3,

double, RBI) commented, “It’s
about time we scored some runs.”

Spoljaric added, “Let’s get some
offense!”

Only teammate Brian Williams
(2-for-3) was able to produce a
single in the inning.

St. Aloysius, however, got
things going with leadoff singles
from Chris Paterek and Favorito.
As Romash, who singled in the
second, stepped to the plate,
Mangiris pleaded, “Come on Joe!
Just like before! Be smart.”

Romash went down on strikes
and the Als failed to score.

Trailing 1-0 St. Rocco came in
to bat in the sixth. Rocco’s Keith
Middleton asked some questions.
“Are we ready yet? Are we
warmed up?”

The Roccos did warm up with
singles from Sal Gano, Al Weber
and Williams, but home plate
was untouched.

Although Mangiris and Favorito
singled in the bottom of the in-
ning, home plate remained with-
out a blemish.

Rocco’s final chance to score
was at hand, and Middleton cried,
“We can’t go down like this. Let’s
get some runs.”

Luke Fugett slapped a leadoff
single to center and Spoljaric
singled to right. Voorhees (1-for-
3) reached on an error, which
allowed Fugett to score. Stratton
turned his second DP then Camisa
laced an RBI double to center to
give the Roccos a 2-1 lead.

St. Aloysius put on the pres-
sure in the bottom of the inning
when Dunn and Brendan
McNamara led off with free
passes, but Voorhees made his
fine play, Patrylo added another
force out and Matuska snagged a
grounder back to the mound and
flicked to first for the final out.

St. Rocco 000 000 2 2
St. Aloysius 010 000 0 1

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GIVING A STRONG EFFORT AT FIRST…St. Rocco first baseman Rob Comisa, left, gives a gallant effort to reach the
throw as St. Aloysius’ Lewis Blau sprint toward first in the third inning. St. Rocco scored two runs in the top of the seventh
and held off St. Aloysius, 2-1, at Farley Field in Scotch Plains on August 11.
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Leader and The Times

Strategy paid off in a big way
with two outs in the bottom of
the ninth inning when St. Joseph
ceded an intentional walk with
the bases loaded, then got the
next batter to ground out to earn
an 8-7 victory over St. George in
St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Soft-
ball League action at Jerseyland
Field in Scotch Plains on August
12.

Prior to the showdown, St.
George had wrapped up the top-
seed in the Saints Division, while
St. Joseph needed a victory to
secure first place in the Angels
Division.

“We don’t have it wrapped up.
We have to beat these guys or
St. Anthony has to lose,” St.
Joseph pitcher Frank Chupko
explained.

The tension mounted even
more when both teams were
missing a few of their key play-
ers at game time, but George
pitching ace Harold Hopler made
it to the mound on time and Joe’s
Steve Barba arrived in time to
get his turn at bat in the top of
the second inning.

With the exception of the third
and ninth innings, Hopler’s mix
of very high arcing pitches and
shallow arches kept the Joe boys
off-balance. Hopler yielded two
walks, one intentionally, and re-
corded a rare strikeout. Chupko
added two intentional walks to
his other walk but recorded two
strikeouts.

Steve Polak (3-for-5, run
scored) and Ed Villaverde (2-
for-5, double, 2 runs scored) led
the Joes with three RBI each,
while Barba rapped three singles
and scored twice. OJ Simpson

POLAK, VILLAVERDE KNOCK IN THREE RUNS EACH; BARBA RAPS 3 HITS, SCORES TWICE

St. Joe Uses Intentional Walk to Skin St. George in 9th, 2-1
and Joe DeRosa each had two
singles and scored once, while
Steve Ferro poked a pair of
singles and added an RBI.
Chupko and Dave Weischadle

each singled.
Leadoff hitter Pete Costello led

St. George with a pair of singles,
a triple and two runs scored.
Steve McMahon ripped three
singles and scored once. Bryan
Munoz (2 runs scored, RBI), Jeff
Friedlander (2 RBI), Dom Rinaldo
and Hopler had two singles
apiece. Dave Roth (run scored),
Rick Wustefeld (run scored) and
Nick Dinizo (RBI) each singled,

and Paul Ross contributed two
RBI.

St. Joe scored a run in the top
of the first when Simpson scored
on Polak’s two-out single up the

middle, but shortstop Ron Labin
called off all defenders as he
hauled in a difficult fly ball in
shallow centerfield for the third
out.

“Way to call it Robbie,” hollered
Dinizo.

Costello led off the George half
of the inning with a triple to
center. Labin added an RBI sac-
rifice fly, Munoz walked, Hopler
singled and Ross brought in the

second run with another sac fly.
Roth stepped to the plate but
was eventually called out on
strikes.

“That’s not a very good start,”
Roth mumbled.

St. George took
a 3-1 lead in the
second when
Wustefeld singled
and later scored on
Friedlander’s sac
fly to right field.
The Joes, how-
ever, seized a 5-3
lead in the third
with a six-hit bom-
bardment, which
i n c l u d e d
Villaverde’s two-
run double, along
with RBI singles
from Polak and
Ferro.

As the Georges
came to the plate,
Dinizo suggested,
“Come on fellows!
Let’s come up with
a bunch.”

St. Joe leftfielder
DeRosa, who had
been battling the
sun’s glare all
evening, hauled in
a fly ball for the
third out to make
sure that the
Georges would not

score a bunch. In the later in-
nings, the trees partially ob-
scured the sun’s glare but caused
another sensation.

“It’s like a strobe [light] out
there. It’s like a disco,” he said.

St. George did score a run in
the fourth on Dinizo’s RBI
groundout that brought Roth
across the plate. Joe shortstop
Barba initiated a second (Tony
Perfilio)-to-first (Polak) double

play in the fifth.
In the sixth, Ferro singled and

was on second with two outs
when Chupko bounced a single
to shallow center. Ferro was
waived around third and headed
for home, but he was gunned
down at the plate.

St. George answered with a
run in the sixth to tie the score,
5-5, but the Joes mounted an-
other serious threat in the sev-
enth. The threat was smothered
quickly when second baseman
Munoz nailed Villaverde at the
plate as he attempted to score,
and Dinizo fielded a grounder,
stepped on third for a force out
and fired home to gun down the
runner.

Thanks to a couple of errors,
St. Joe scored a run in the eighth,
but St. George also capitalized
on an error, followed by Munoz’s
RBI single to tie the score.

The cat-and-mouse game in-
tensified in the ninth. Barba
singled, and Villaverde hit an
RBI double to right. After
Simpson grounded to second for
the second out, Hopler elected
to intentionally walk Weischadle
to get to Polak. The strategy
failed when Polak dropped an
RBI single over first to make the
score, 8-6.

Chupko got the first two George
batters out in the bottom of the
ninth, but McMahon, Dinizo and
Rinaldo singled to load the bases.
After consulting with his team-
mates, Chupko intentionally
walked Friedlander, which al-
lowed a run to strut home. The
strategy paid off as the next
batter ground out to short.

St. Joseph 104 000 012 8
St. George 210 101 011 7

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BARRELING TOWARD FIRST…St. Joseph’s Dean Talcott, left, barrels toward first as St.
George first baseman Dave Roth catches the throw for the putout in the second inning. St. Joseph
won a nine-inning classic, 8-7, at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on August 12.


