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of kids,” Westfield coach Paul Friel
said.

The Westfield Blue had to contend
with a very shrewd Branchburg Head
Coach, Paul Millar, who had his team
well schooled in the art of bunting

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Shades of the last-minute heroics
that this year’s Westfield High School
baseball team performed throughout
the State Group 4 sectional playoffs
were reenacted in a Central Jersey
All-Stars Baseball League post-sea-
son tournament semifinal game be-
tween Branchburg and the Westfield
Blue 12s at Gumbert 2 Field in
Westfield on July 27.

With the score tied, 3-3, with two
outs in the bottom of the sixth inning,
Mike Ukrainskyj, who singled and
stole second and third bases, scored
when Kevin Campanello slapped a
single to right field to give the top-
seeded Blue a 4-3 victory over
Branchburg.

Ever since recording a 9-6 victory
on July 9 over the South Orange/
Maplewood Villagers, who were in
first place at the time, the Westfield
Blue has been on a winning roll and
just recently won the league division
title.

“I have coached with my older son
and younger son, and I never been on
a team that has been able to battle
every single game where we have
been behind multiple times and came
back to win in the late innings. I think
we have now won 13 games in a row
in 16 days. This is an amazing group

CAMPANELLO WHACKS SOLO HOMER IN SECOND, KNOCKS IN UKRAINSKYJ WITH WINNING RUN

Westfield Blue Scores Run in Sixth to Burn Branchburg 12s, 4-3
and “Billy Ball”. The Branchburgers
were successful with three of their
four bunts, which accounted for or
set up two of their three runs.

“They are good at it. It is an old
school skill. You have to learn to do it.

You never know what’s going to hap-
pen, so an element of surprise always
helps,” Coach Millar said.

“He is an excellent coach. That is
one of the best-coached teams. That
is probably our toughest competition
all year long. One time in five or six
years, probably 11 or 12 games, we
have had one game with a run differ-

ential of more than one run, and the
run difference in that game was two,”
coach Friel said. “They have heart.
They have hustle. They have talent.
We just found a way to overcome it.”

The one unsuccessful bunt came at

a critical time with no outs and with
a runner on first in the top of the fifth
inning. The bunt was popped up just
in front of home plate where Westfield
catcher Patrick Chirichella managed
to grab it. Branchburg went on to
load the basses with one out, but
Westfield managed to wiggle out of
the inning unscathed.

“A bunt here and there, one to-
night, we got it down to the popup.
Maybe we would have scored an-
other run or two. We are not profes-
sionals, but that’s what we all shoot
for though,” Coach Millar said.

“Billy Ball” came into play right
away. In the top of the first inning,
Branchburg’s Josh Weiner sizzled a
difficult hopper that handcuffed third
baseman Connor Scanlon. Ethan Lott
(2-for-2, double) walked. Weiner ad-
vanced to third on a groundout, then
scored when William Sokol laid down
a perfect bunt.

Westfield Blue answered loudly in
the bottom of the second when
Campanello hammered a leadoff
home run over the centerfield fence.
Zach Rabinowitz singled then
Chirichella laid down a bunt but
reached safely on an overthrow. Af-
ter Rabinowitz got nailed on a play at
home plate, Chirichella came around
to score when the pitcher tried to
catch him off base at second but threw
the ball wildly into centerfield.

Branchburg tied the score, 2-2, in
the third. After Westfield second
baseman Rabinowitz made a diving
catch for the first out, Weiner singled
to right, Lott singled to left and Chris
Ciempola singled to left to load the
bases. Sokol picked up his second

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLOWING INTO THIRD BASE…Westfield Blue’s Matt LaCorte, right, plows into third for a stolen base in the third
inning against Branchburg. He later scored on a passed ball.
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WF Blue Tops Branchburg, 4-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

RBI with a groundout to first then
Westfield relief pitcher Matt LaCorte
struck out the next batter.

In the bottom of the inning, LaCorte
drew a walk, worked his way to third
and scored on a passed ball to give
Westfield a 3-2 lead.

Lott took to the mound for
Branchburg in the fourth inning and
kept Westfield off balance with his
mixture of fastballs and deceptive
changeups. He yielded only a single
to Jack Hall in the fourth and to Jack
Nieswenter in the fifth.

“He learned to throw that change
this year. He believes in it now. He
throws it successfully. Doesn’t change
his motion, so you never know when
it’s coming. It’s a very good out pitch.
It baffles some good hitters,” Coach
Millar said.

The fateful fifth inning began with
a leadoff bunt single from Jason
Curau. After Chirichella caught the
bunt popup, Lott drilled a double to
center and Ciempola walked to load

the bases. A grounder to first resulted
in a force out at home then the third
out came on a close call at first.

“We left a lot of runners on base.
An opportunity to be the hero was
there for a lot of them. Sometimes
you’ve got to step up and make the
move,” Coach Millar said. “You got
to make the plays, and that’s what we
try sometimes.”

Kyle Scanlon led off the Branchburg
sixth with a single and moved to sec-
ond on Sean Pierson’s sacrifice bunt.
Frank Gesualdo tied the score with a
double to right center.

In the Westfield sixth, Ukrainskyj
chopped a one-out single past first,
then stole second. After a strikeout,
Ukrainskyj stole third then
Campanello slashed his game-win-
ning single to right.

“They have fun, and you learn from
losses,” Coach Millar said. “That’s a
good thing!”
Branchburg 101 001
              3
Westfield Blue 021 001
              4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

St. Aloysius was hoping to squirm
a little more freely from its firm im-
plantation in the cellar of the Angels
Division of the St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League, while St. John
was hoping to step up another notch
in the Saints Division when the two
team met at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on July 28.

After spotting St. Aloysius four
runs in the first inning, St. John seized
the lead in the third inning, then with
the pitching prowess of John Deitch,
outlasted the Al men, 8-5, to even its

NARDI RIPS TWO-RUN TRIPLE; LESNIEWSKI, HILL TWO RBI

St. John Men Outlast St. Aloysius, 8-5
record to 7-7.

The Johns barely out-hit the Als,
16-15, and only two extra base hits
were recorded in the game, a two-run
triple from Johnnie’s Chris Nardi (2-
for-4, run scored) and a double from
Al’s Erik Hastrup (1-for-3, run
scored).

Mike Abram led the Johns with
three singles, while scoring once.
Dave Hill (2 runs scored) and Stan
Lesniewski (run scored) each went
2-for-4 with two RBI. Deitch (2 runs
scored) and Joe Elias each had two
singles. Floyd Roberts and Larry
Fleischman each added an RBI single,
and Mike Cuccurullo singled and
scored once.

Rob Stratton and Chuck Dunn were
the top dogs for the Als with three
singles and two RBI apiece. Billy
Aumenta (2 runs scored), Dom
Favorito (run scored) and Brendan
McNamara had two singled apiece.
Lew Blau (RBI, run scored) and Paul
Bifani each singled.

Strong defense played a major roll
in keeping the scoring under double
digits, and it showed right away when
the first three St. John batters’ line
drives were snagged in the outfield.

As St. John took to the field,
Cuccurullo suggested, “Let’s get
some defense! We are hitting the ball.”

St. Aloysius hit the ball, however,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY AT SECOND BASE…St. John second baseman Floyd Roberts, left, makes the tag a little late on St.
Aloysius’ Erik Hastrup who slides in for a double in the first inning at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONGRATULATIONS ON THE WAY HOME…Westfield Blue Head Coach
Al Rabinowitz congratulates Kevin Campanello after smashing a solo home run
over the centerfield fence in the second inning against Branchburg.
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St. John Outlasts St. Aloysius
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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and scuffed the plate four times in the
bottom of the first. Stratton plopped
an RBI single over third, Blau added
an RBI groundout to short and Dunn
drilled his two-run single to center.

St. John came to bat in the second
with some degree of determination,
and after Nardi lined out to centerfield,
Lesniewski stepped to the plate.

From his catcher’s position, St. Al
skipper, Joltin’ Joe Romash bellowed,
“Everybody in!”

They failed to listen, and
Lesniewski dropped a single into shal-
low leftfield, then Fleischman skid
an RBI single off third base to make
the score, 4-1.

In the third, the Johns got very
serious and scored four runs on five
hits to grab a 5-4 lead. Hill and Rob-
erts rapped RBI singles, and Nardi
looped his two-run triple amongst a
trio of confused fielders.

As Dom Favorito led off the Als’
third inning, Romash chanted,
“Alright Dom! Start something. We
are down one.”

Favorito scribbled a single past
short, and Bifani also singled, but
Aloysius failed to find home plate.

Home plate remained unblemished
until Lesniewski brought Hill across
to give the Johnnies a 6-4 lead.

Aumenta led off the bottom of the
fifth with a slashing single to left then
Favorito stepped to the plate.

Enthusiastic teammate Nate
Mangiris shouted, “There we go
Billy! Same thing Dom!”

Favorito tapped a hopper back to
the mound, but Stratton managed to
single. Bifani looped a fader into
shallow center, but Hill made a slid-
ing catch for the second out. Blau
dribbled a 10-foot single, but
Hastrup’s attempt to place a shot to
right was caught for the third out.

In the sixth, Blau, who had already
made two fine putouts in the game,
initiated a double play when he ab-
sorbed Frank Littero’s liner and threw
to Mangiris at first to nab the runner
off base.

“Let’s get three here then we won’t
have to bat in the seventh,” Romash
said.

High hopes lowered somewhat
when Al’s Bruce Logan fouled out to
the catcher for the second time in the
game.

“Two in one game! That’s a year’s
worth,” grumbled Logan.

After the Als failed to score once
again, the Johnnies added two runs
on five hits in the seventh and, with
one man out, were threatening again.
Roberts hammered a liner to center
that Bifani caught. Abram, who was
on third, tagged up and sprinted to-
wards home, but Bifani’s rifle shot
beat him to the plate for the third out.

St. Aloysius added its final run in
the bottom of the seventh when
Aumenta singled to center and scored
on Stratton’s single to left.
St. John 014 010 2 8
St. Aloysius 400 000 1             5
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Perhaps in an effort of energy con-
servation to avoid being dethroned from
the “B” Division title of the Scotch
Plains Men’s Softball League like they
were last year by DJ’s Limos, the top-
seeded Sofa Kings decided not to en-
dure the tedious chore of placing num-
bers on their uniforms this season.

Numbers offensively also seemed
to be a problem for the Sofa Kings
and the Neighborhood Painters in
Game 1 of the “B” Division semifi-
nals, at least for the first five innings,
at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains
on August 1. Perhaps it was just the
“Dog Days” of summer.

However, as the evening pro-

Sofa Kings Jar Neighborhood Painters
gressed, the Sofa Kings slowly got
off their backsides to score two runs
in the bottom of the fifth before
springing into action with six more
runs in the seventh to overshadow the
Neighborhood Painters, 8-6.

The Sofa Kings totaled 15 hits, but
the most arousing hit, a well-placed
double down the right field line which
set the stage for their first two runs,
came off the bat of Josh Finkelstein,
who finished 2-for-4, with two runs
scored. Doug Della Donne (1-for-1)
provided three RBI and scored once.
Craig Gatto had a pair of RBI sacri-
fice flies and a single. Landy
Rodriguez (run scored) and Jay
Everitt each rapped three singles. John
Lyp singled, walked and scored twice.
John Bruno drilled an RBI double.
Dave Belford and Billy Mariani each

singled and scored once, while Brad
Belford singled and Brian Schiller
had an RBI sacrifice.

The Painters totaled 17 hits, seven
that came within the first five in-
nings, but they just could not scrape
home plate. Steve Peterpaul (RBI)
and Steve Williams each had three
singles. John Rentoulis (triple) and
Pete Corvelli each had two hits and
scored twice. Jason Hoynowski
thumped a two-run triple and scored
once. Tom Carannance (run scored),
Mike Petrone (RBI), Trevor Haim
and Al Dente each singled.

After silence with the bats from
both teams, in an effort to stir his
team up, Sofa King’s Ed Belford
spoke up, “Come on guys! We got to
score some runs.”

FINKELSTEIN WHACKS KEY DOUBLE, DELLA DONNE 3 RBI

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NO TRASH TALKING, JUST RESULTS…Sofa King hitter John Lyp lashes a single to left field in the fifth inning
against Neighborhood Painting at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on August 1. Lyp also scored twice in the 8-6 victory.
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Sofa Kings Jolt Painters, 8-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Brad Belford led off with a single
to center, but after a popup to short-
stop, Painter pitcher Steve Peterpaul
grabbed Lyp’s liner and fired to first
base to complete a double play.

In the Neighborhood Painting third
inning, Dente shouted, Start us off
with a hit. [Number] 24! Get a hit!”

Pat Peterpaul, No. 24, slashed a lead-
off single to right, and Haim followed
with a single past third, but the Painters’
bucket of offensive luster ran out.

In the bottom of the third, the Sofa
Kings had runners on first and sec-
ond with two outs, and Dave Belford
stepped to the plate.

Lyp hollered, “Come on Dave! Put
us on the board. A single is a run.”

Belford grounded out to first.
Tired of the lack of scoring, Lyp

led off the fifth with a single to left,
and Finkelstein followed with his key
double to right, putting both runners

in scoring position with no outs. Gatto
and Della Donne followed with back-
to-back RBI sacrifice flies.

In the sixth, the Painters answered
with a run when Rentoulis tripled to
left and scored on an errant throw. In
the seventh, Painter Corvelli singled
and later scored on Chris Fronzek’s
RBI sac fly to tie the score, 2-2.

The Kings ruled in the bottom of
the seventh with six runs on six hits,
which included Gatto’s and Schiller’s
RBI sac flies, Della Donne’s two-run
single and Bruno’s RBI double. The
Painters brushed home plate four
times on six hits in the eighth inning
to narrow the score to 8-6. Hoynowski
highlighted the rally with his two-run
triple to left.

The Painters did draw a pair of
walks in the ninth but failed to score.
Neigh. Painters 000 001140          6
Sofa Kings 000 02060x          8

David B. Corbin (February 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONGRATULATIONS IN ORDER…Darren Torsone, right, the Head Coach of the Cranford wrestling team will
become Cranford High School’s Director of Athletics effective August 15. Shown is Torsone standing with Matt
DiGiovanni, who was the Outstanding Wrestler at the District 12 Tournament in February in Westfield.

Wrestling Coach Darren Torsone Named
Cranford H. S. Director of Athletics

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCRAMBLING TO THE BASE ON TIME…Sofa King second baseman Doug
Della Donne scrambles to touch second base for the force out in the second inning
before Neighborhood Painter Pete Corvelli, No. 12, can get to second at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on August 1.
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Cranford Night Out
Photos by Paul Lachenauer



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page BH-6  Thursday, August 4, 2011

goleader.com/ballyhoo


