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PUBLIC POLL...A scientific poll of
the American public regarding
the Obama Nation Debt compro-
mise conducted by the well-re-
spected survey organization,
Spoof, Inc., on August 2 with a
sampling error of 83.7 percent
using internet phone interviews
of 29 people yielded approval
ratings described as: Balderdash,
bunk, tomfoolery, crock,
malarkey, poppycock, rigmarole,
trash, tripe, twaddle, baloney,
bilge, hooey, horsefeathers, jazz,
piffle, gibberish, jazz, mumbo
jumbo, loathing, detestable,
loathsome, nauseating, repug-
nant, abhorrent, odious, distress-
ing, woeful.

POLITICAL LEADERS WEIGH
IN...“How are we going to know
what’s in it until we pass it,” said Rep.
Nancy Pelosi. “Nevertheless, it’s a
wonderful compromise from both
sides of the aisle where we borrow
the money from the people and pay
the people with it, but first taking
ours off the top. What could be better
than that? We have done our job and
what the people have asked us to do.”

Public ReactionPublic ReactionPublic ReactionPublic ReactionPublic Reaction

DOWN THE ROAD...Treasury Secretary Tim Geithner confirmed,
that the US government intends to revert to the more traditional
form of currency as shown above. “Ample time for Congressional
action will be required to make the adjustment, he noted.

ISSUE SETTLED...US citizens receiving their social security checks by mail in September will notice a
crisp new look in their payments. Others that use electronic transfer for their payments can request
a fax copy by filing a Freedom of Information form. “It’s within their rights [to have a copy] and shows
the government’s committment to transparency,” said Senator Reid.
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THE DEBT GUYS...Senator Reid, President Obama and Rep. Boehner
all agreed last weekend that it was a “great pleasure” working
together on the nation’s financing and serving the people. Of the
experience, Rep. Boehner said, “They have great canape at the
White House.”

The PThe PThe PThe PThe People’s Teameople’s Teameople’s Teameople’s Teameople’s Team

YOU GUESSED IT -- The Secret
Service is charged with protect-
ing Joe Biden and his family, but
the agency is charged $2,200 a
month to rent a cottage next to
his Delaware home owned by -
you guessed it - Joe Biden. Biden
has collected more than $13,000
since April. Citizens Against Gov-
ernment Waste' says the agency
should do all it can to protect the
VP, but one would think he who
shepherded the deficit commit-
tee would think twice before
charging the agency.
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Courtesy of Claus Ertel
VERBOTEN FÜR FRAUEN...Anna Marie Ertel stands next to the
entrance of the red light district by the Reeperbahn in Hamburg,
Germany. The Ertels of Westfield traveled to Hamburg last week to
celebrate the 87th birthday of Claus Ertel’s mother and toured the
nightlife in the city. December 11, 2008 Westfield Leader archives.

ScuttlebutScuttlebutScuttlebutScuttlebutScuttlebut

By MAXINE BJ KILROY
Specially Written for Ballyhoo

COUNTY – The County Board of
Freeholders last Thursday considered
a $150,000 contract for a county-
wide study to evaluate the best red-
light districts.

Seeking strategic locations for eco-
nomic development, officials said the
purpose of the study is to produce
data that shows the best red light
locations to promote tourism while
providing employment opportunities
for the under-employed to counter
this difficult economy.

County Counsel Snidely Whiplash
said although municipalities can de-
velop red light districts on their own,
the county could pay a portion of the
promotion and post-transaction medi-
cal treatment costs not otherwise cov-
ered by Medicare.

Former state education commis-
sioner Natasha Reader, the county’s
consultant, said an advantage of the
program is that little employee train-
ing and expense would be involved
while the impacts would be immedi-
ate.

Mrs. Reader said the data and analy-
sis would then be shared with munici-
palities, noting that the entry fee from
customers would create another
source of revenue for towns. Those
caught in the act not paying the entry
fee would be fined $69 to be shared
equally between the town and the
county.

“I know it is admirable to say that
the revenue attached to it is attractive,

but I think you have an affirmative
obligation at the county to see how
you can [look at] the project from a
safety standpoint, especially those
districts in out of the way locations
off county roads,” Mr. Whiplash said.

Freeholder Chairwoman Angelica
Wonderlich questioned why the
county was initiating such a study. “I
was just wondering if we are putting
the cart before the ass (donkey) be-
cause the municipalities, who I know
are very interested overall… are al-
ready most likely doing the prelimi-
naries,” Mrs. Wonderlich said. “I
know that we currently share in the
cost of the medical maintenance and
the pieces. I just did not know we
would be engaged in this [type of]
business.”

In response, Mrs. Reader said, “I
think if you look at it strictly as a
decentralized approach then you’re
perhaps right. But I think the county
has an opportunity to take an holistic
view from what’s going on by look-
ing at all opportunities “that are rel-
evant to you and backed up by data
that show that there’s a need” [for
more red light districts].

“I think a proactive approach to
these things is better than to say ‘let’s
wait for someone to take the lead.”
Mrs. Wonderlich said.

County Manager Jorge Delately
said he hoped that the county could
assist towns where applications “fell
short for one reason or another. Hope-
fully we can help enhance an appli-
cation,” Mr. Delately said.

The county manager said Eliza-
beth has had red light districts re-
jected by the State, “whereas Rahway
and Linden have had similar districts
approved.” He said Mountainside has
turned down a district proposed adja-
cent to Route 22.

Mr. Whiplash emphasized that red-
light districts should not be seen as a
“power grab” or a “grab for money,”
but instead intended to improve
county-wide economy and residen-
tial entertainment options.

“I think if the perception is that this
is a great opportunity to make a lot of
money, I think we’ve missed the
point,” Mrs. Reader said. “Even dur-
ing my tenure as commissioner…the
focus has always been on the primary
concern.”

Courtesy of County Public Information Office
OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND...Red light districts have been a favorite
of many for years, notably in famous places like Amsterdam and Las
Vegas right here in the good ol USA. There’s no reason why Union
County residents cannot enjoy the same opportunities as do so
many others worldwide, said County Freeholder Chairwoman
Wonderlich. That’s why we’re funding the initiative, she added.
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PostponedPostponedPostponedPostponedPostponed
REGION... Due to the extensive

vacation plans of officials during the
month of August, local school boards
do not expect any further secret meet-
ings until resuming their full sched-
ules after Labor Day in September.
It’s impossible to get a quorum for
public meetings in accordance with
the law, acknowledged officials - and
it’s equally difficult to get enough
attendance to hold a secret meeting
without offending one of our hon-
ored counterparts across the aisle.

Favorite vacation venues for offi-
cials include the south of France (state
Senators and above) and Disney
World (for school board officials).




