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By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for This Is Westfield

While test scores speak well of Westfield Strateg I C P I an I\/I al n FO C u S
students’ academic achievement, they do .
not say enough about the collaborative effort
behind the public schools’ commitment to TO D eve I O p P artn e rs h I pS
academic excellence.

The district’s biggest work in progressendent would like to enhance is the ongaditional high school program. It was cre- In addition to music class at the elemen-
the Strategic Plan, calls upon this powerfktween the schools and the members of tited for high school students who do ntidry level, the schools offer instrumental
alliance of administrators, faculty, parentgommunity “who hold substantial positionsfunction well in a large group setting, anthusic lessons to grades 4 and 5, plus a band
community and students to “Share the Pridst, companies like Lucent, Merck, AT&Tcan benefit from increased adult attentiormnd string ensemble for grades 4 and 5, and
Shape the Future” of Westfield schools gand Schering Plough. Dr. Foley called it “an example of archorus for grade 5.
ing into the next millennium. Dr. Foley said he would like to draw uporlternative regular education program which At the high school level, 15 students were

More than 200 community members vothose corporate resources to open up oppaitews children to be successful who mighecently selected to be members of the 1998
unteered to serve on seven action comntitinities for students to pursue internships oot be so otherwise.” Project 79 has lowerédew Jersey Region Il Orchestra and Region
tees which are charged with devising plairdependent study programs at these highe district's high school dropout rate. Il Choir. Region Il encompasses schools
to achieve the goals and implement the plprofile corporations. The Advanced Learning Program (ALPjrom greater central New Jersey.
drafted by the 36-member Strategic Plan-During an interview fofhis Is Westfield in grades 3 to 5 is Westfield’s version of a Despite the fact that standardized testing
ning Council last December. the superintendent spoke of the stratedalented and gifted program. Participatinguch as the Grade 4 lowa Tests of Basic

Action committees are charged with: intgslan’s pursuit of “a climate of respect” acrosstudents, who must test into the progrargkills, Eighth Grade Early Warning Test
grating technology into the curricula; devethe curricula. spend one day a week outside their elemamd High School Proficiency Test reflect
oping high expectations for all levels of “We have the ability to create good stuary school at Edison Intermediate Schoampressive and improving scores for West-
ability; promoting a climate of respectients,” explained Dr. Foley, “but we hav&here, ALP teachers expand upon and dield students, the superintendent sees room
through the curricula; developing a counsehe responsibility to create good citizens.hance what the children are learning abdar improvement.
ing program for Kindergarten through grade He wants to see Westfield’s children préa their regular class work. “We need to try to target kids who are not
12; developing an active program of conpared to work with, accept and respect theFor example, a fifth-grade study of thachieving as well as the mainstream,” said
munity service for all students; developingulti-cultural, multi-lingual diversity of the planets was amplified to include a proje@r. Foley.
effective family, community, business andorld around them. where students prepared to “go into space™We need better accommodations for dif-
school partnerships, and insuring safe andAsked to comment on the best progranby visiting a space center in Paramus. ferent learning styles and different paces of
effective instructional facilities. Superinoffered in the Westfield schools, Dr. Foley The Math Program at Edison antkarning,” he said. “We want to address how
tendent of Schools Dr. William J. Foleyisted Special Education, Project’79 at WedRoosevelt Intermediate Schools is “truly ol accommodate kids in the middle, and the
commented on the partnerships that cofield High School, the elementary-levethe cutting edge of what a great math prspecial needs they have that don’t always get
tribute to students’ success during theidvanced Learning Program, Intermediagram should be at this level,” said Dr. Foleyecognized.”

Westfield school career, primarily the onglath Program and Fine Arts Program.  The program will be further strengthened He wants to expand teachers’ skills in
between schools and parents. Special education programs are directeldring the coming year with additional comdealing with the diversified learning styles

“We don’treceive children as blank slatesBy the Office of Student Personnel Servicgsuter work stations in the mathematics clags- their individual students.
said Dr. Foley. “They come to us wellheaded by Dr. Theodore Kozlik. Servicemoms as outlined inthe Board of Education’s The district wants to develop clearer ex-
prepared so we can accomplish a great degmlude child study teams, resource roomsroposed budget for 1998-1999. pectations for all students, putting more
more with them. in-district and out-of-district classes for the The superintendent also recognized tk&ort, for example, behind reading and

“The strength of the partnership betwedrandicapped, and a pre-Kindergarten prstrength of the district's Fine Arts Programrmathematics programs.
parents, family and school is the key to ogram for children ages 3 to 5. which, he said, “does a terrific job, without For example, he said, “I hear people say
success here,” he added. “Because parentSor the 1997-1998 school year, there aadot of money, and not a lot of resourcesthat kids don’t know how to multiply. | think
are attentive, kids are motivated, goal-onpresently 77 students placed out-of-district Thanks to an “enormously talentethey don't always know when to multiply.”
ented, and that’s what makes us differentdr special education. staff...talented Westfield students have an‘We need to help students’ performance

A second partnership which the superin-Project '79 offers an alternative to thepportunity to shine,” said Dr. Foley. in other kinds of assessments,” he added.
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CONSTRUCTION, INC. STUDIOS

THE AMERICAN PERFORMANCE STUDIOS MISSION IS TO
BUILD SELF CONFIDENCE, CONTROL, DISCIPLINE,
AWARENESS AND SELF ESTEEM THROUGH THE
PERFORMING ARTS.

Performance classes available in:
Acting Technique
T Vocal Technique
- Choral Singing
Scene Study
Ages 7 through Adult

Now accepting registration for participation in the Rome
Festival Summer Institute, Rome Italy. Performance
opportunities with the Rome Festival are available in:

Choral Singing and Dance.

Our staff of professionals - Dedicated to quality, value and service
Serving Our Community Since 1988

908-233-2225

S www.anthonyjames.com

For application and information call, 908-233-7214
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education, drama, journalism, ACHIEVE

of District Now; Schools Look and e sl o i Specil

. . . Programs offered include extensive club
and activity programs, four interscholastic
Wlth COI I II I Iun Ity BUSI nesses athletic teams and a Student Assistance
] Counselor.
“We want to test their abilities to q,o multiplgpleted for the start of school in September. Students’ curriculum includes English, High School
tasks, to think at a higher level. In 1997-1998 the district has 4,878 stirathematics, reading, spelling, science,westfield High School has 1,262 students
Residents will be asked to vote on thgents and 617 staff members — 461 profeggcial studies, art, health and music (rﬁffgradesgthrough 12, and 113 professional

budget that would allow the district to implesjonal and 156 support staff. The cost peerder, grade 3), handwriting, physical eddiaff members, including six guidance coun-
ment new initiatives and maintain the leveupil is $10,181. The beginning teach&ation and safety, and library/informatiogg|qrs.

of existing programs on Tuesday, April 2Xksalary is $38,279 skills. Computer applications are included gy,dents receive a curriculum which in-
19'Iége_tegt5a2t|\6365§2<§ol blzjd:g??t for 19{9_8— Elementary Schools within the curriculum. cludes 165-plus courses offered in college
creaselsover i997’-199’8.a ~53 PEICeNnt IN- \ of the current school year there were Secondary Schools prep, business, fine arts, music and indus-

558 students in Kindergarten to grade 5 andEnrolimentincludes 2,320 studentsin gradtl arts programs. Forty-seven percent of
D D o e Couiasiors o Counecing ChId Sy OrS/advanced placement (AP) courses
i ; lasses, which have an average class d&fce, Counselors Peer Counseling, Child Stuéf’ _ L |

f;ggg?éfgg%ﬁg%f%ﬁg %Ii’S?ﬁQtStg#éerseth_ 20.3 students, are instructed by 183 prbeams and Guidance Services. ~which offered in English, the sciences, math-
resents 52.7 percent of the total ' essional staff members. The entrance cut-Students in grades 6 to 8 are bussed if thespatics, foreign languages and social stud-
A series of facilities improvements ar@ff date for students entering the school liye two miles or further from school. Stui€s. :

included in the tentative budget, including’Stober 1. Age limits are age 5 for Kindexdents in grades 9 through 12 are bussed. iPf last year's graduates, 93 percent con-
completion of re-roofing work at the higt§arten and 6 for first grade. they reside more than 2.5 miles from scho@nued their education. Eighty-four percent
school and Edison Intermediate: $71.500 to1N€ district offers half-day morning and Programs include Academic Summegnrolied in four-year colleges and universi-
install new fire alarms in Tam,aqués Ef_i?ternoon Kindergarten programs. School for grades 8 to12 and STS (Shariti§s, with nine percent going to two-year

The instructional portion of the budgelz’
which includes teacher salaries, athletic%,

- indergarten to grade 5 students are busSedents and Skills) Community Volunteeg0lleges, vocational, business or other post-
ﬁ&?ﬁgg&g&%ﬁﬁ%gﬁ (i)ntgt;n”oad ﬁrerzllvzgoslﬁﬁﬂéiey live more than two miles from schooProgram. h'G_Il_T] scg?a()slslnggmljgggsfeatures e sem
system in the Roosevelt Intermediate School Programs Intermediate Schools finalists and 14 who have received letters of

auditorium. Elementary schools include classes andEnrollment in Edison and Roosevelt Incommendation in the National Merit Schol-
The Board of Education has made a "strongsource rooms for students with speci@rmediate Schools includes 1,058 studeRighip Program, and 22 Edward J. Bloustein
effort,” according to officials, in the amount oheeds; an Advanced Learning Program forgrades 6 through 8. There are 105 PVOfQﬁ'stinguished Scholars under the Garden
$546,137 under the 1998-1999 tentative bustademically gifted students in grades 3 $nal staff members, including four guidstate Scholarship Program. These students
getto provide for technology initiatives. Thesg, and an Enrichment Program for all seance counselors. averaged a combined total of 1411 on their
will include additional hardware and largeend grade students; ACHIEVE, a Basic Team Teachers are available for gradessgnolastic Assessment Test (SAT) scores.
screen monitors for the fifth grades, continuegkills Improvement Program; ACT (Artis-and 7 in language arts, mathematics, SCiHigh school programs include Project 79
wiring of the schools and further implementaically Creative and Talented Program fagnce and world geography. an alternative high school program; Speciél
tion of the district's technology plan. grade 5); Computer Education and fully- Curriculum includes language arts re=ducation Resources Centers: for'eign lan-
Growing enroliment at the elementargutomated Library/Media Centers. vised, technology-infused mathematics, sguages — French, Latin, spaﬁish, German
level was addressed recently by the con-Other features include English-as-a-Seence and geography curricula. French, Lafiind Ttalian: English-as-a-Second Language
struction of 12 new classrooms and redisnd Language, Instrumental Music Lessoasid Spanish begins in grade 7. Students algama and speech. ’
tricting of students. _ ~and a Band and String Ensemble for gradegeive training in physical education and Qver 60 extra-curricular activities are of-
The new classrooms, six each, at Wilsehand 5, and fifth grade chorus and STsafety, health, instrumental and vocal mgered including 27 varsity athletics teams,
and Jefferson Schools, increased element@®aring Talents and Skills) Communitgic, general music, humanities and relatgglisical aroups and an award-winning, stu-

capacity by 300 students. These were colelunteer Program. arts, visual arts, practical arts, computgent-pr *-+maldy newspapi's Eye
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Ospriritual longing g%gles(%g Qu'iﬁh The

[Oneed for community crcatest st Hmne ;m'ﬂment.l

[Jdesire to help others, David Wroe, Music Director & Conductor
Check us odt! 1998-99 Season Preview
A friendly, Christ-centered community of faith. | | Featuring...
Preaching that encourages, music that uplifts] | Gershwin’sRhapsody in Blue October 3, 1998
Quality programs for children, youth, & adults. | | Beethoven'sSymphony No. 9 November 14, 1998
Tchaikovsky’sviolin Concerto January 30, 1999

The First Baptist Church Mahler's Symphony No. 4 March 20, 1999
_ Opera in ConcertdANSEL & GRETEL April 24, 1999

Save up to 20% Classical Conversations
by subscribing to with Maestro Wroe

Five Exciting Concerts 1 hour before concert
Free for ticket holder

To subscribe or request more information

visit us in person at 170 Elm Street, Westfield, contact us Today:908-232-9400
or via the web atwww.westfieldnj.com/fbc http://www.westfieldnj.com/wso
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