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Publisher�s Note
This edition of The Westfield

Leader has been mailed to every
resident in Westfield and
Mountainside to inform voters of
the issues and of the candidates
for the election this Tuesday, No-
vember 3. We encourage everyone
to vote.

Our towns have good govern-
ment and great candidates seek-
ing office. Half of them will be
serving us shortly, while the oth-
ers not elected will have an oppor-
tunity to run again in the future.
Celebrate and thank them all.

We also use this edition to
present ourselves to those of you
who are not subscribers. I believe
good newspapers help communi-
ties, and that�s what we�re trying
to do. Please join us. If you�re
stymied for a gift idea for your
neighbor this season, consider one
that gives year round � a sub-
scription to The Leader.

Horace R. Corbin
Publisher

Jeanne Whitney for The Westfield Leader

MR. WESTFIELD...H. Emerson Thomas, pictured left, received special recog-
nition from the United States Congress at a 50th anniversary celebration of the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce last Monday. Mr. Thomas, who turns 96
years old next month, was cited for his �outstanding and valuable service� to the
town. Former Chamber President, Freeholder, Councilman and longtime
friend Arthur Fried, shares the podium with the honoree. Please see a story on
Page A-2.

Eight Candidates for Council Discuss Issues During Forum
Sponsored by the Westfield Area League of Women Voters

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

This coming Tuesday Westfield
residents will not only decide the
three-way Mayoral race in town but
four races for council seats in all four
wards. Republicans have a 6-2 edge
on the council. Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim is the third Democratic vote
on the governing body.

In the First Ward, Democrat Carl
Salisbury and Republican Jon
Bramnick, both attorneys, are vying
for the seat currently occupied by
Republican Mayoral contender Gail
S. Vernick.

Independent Norman Greco is also
running for Mayor.

In the Second Ward, veteran Re-
publican Councilman James J. Gruba
is being challenged by engineer Joe
Stoner. Mr. Gruba joined the council
in 1992 to fill the seat of Bud C.
Boothe upon his promotion to Mayor.

In the Third Ward, Democratic
incumbent Councilman John J.
Walsh is being challenged by Repub-
lican Noreen Lund while Democratic
Fourth Ward Councilman Lawrence
A. Goldman is being challenged in
his reelection bid by Republican Tom
Cusimano.

The victory by Democratic Mayor
Jardim and his running mates, Mr.
Goldman and Mr. Walsh, represented
the first time Democrats held four
votes on the governing body. Mayor
Jardim�s victory in 1996 represented
the first Democrat to serve in the
office since 1912.

Last year, Republicans fended off
Democratic challenges to hold onto
seats in the First and Third Wards
with victories by Gregory S.
McDermott and incumbent Neil F.
Sullivan, Jr., respectively, while Re-
publican Janis Fried Weinstein de-
feated incumbent Democratic Fourth
Ward Councilman Donnell Carr.

Mrs. Weinstein, who now holds
the seat long held by Democrat James
Hely, was defeated as the incumbent
in a narrow race to Mr. Goldman in
1996.

The council candidates faced off
last Thursday in a forum sponsored
by the Westfield Area League of
Women Voters.

Mr. Bramnick noted in his open-
ing remarks that election polls should
be taken �after the election; not be-
fore the election.� The former
Plainfield City Councilman said he
would conduct random weekly polls
of constituents in his ward on their
concerns or problems.

Mr. Salisbury, noting the impor-
tance of two-party representation,
said he hopes the town can �continue
to have a vibrant Democracy where
Republicans and Democrats have a
forum� on the council.

Second Ward Councilman Gruba
said in his previous campaigns the
storefront vacancy rate in the down-
town was a major concern of voters.

Noting that all vacancies are nearly

filled in the business district, he said
Westfielders are �excited about what
they see downtown� in terms of retail
estate development.

He said the one remaining issue for
the council is resolving downtown

parking needs, something that will
be addressed by the 1999 council.

Mr. Stoner said voters of his ward
want council representatives �who
will engage them on important is-
sues� and who will be �persuaded by

the wisdom the residents bring to the
issue.�

The candidate said he would be a
visible councilman by attending com-
munity events such as neighborhood
block parties. He said he would be an
�approachable� and �accessible�
councilman.

The daughter of the former Colo-
nial Barbershop owner on East Broad
Street, Ms. Lund said her goals on
council, if elected, are �preserving
the history and integrity of Westfield
as we all move forward; enhancing
and revitalizing South and Central
Avenues with a focused plan; ad-
dressing public safety issues; and
improving town services.�

If elected, she vowed to be a �pro-
active voice� on the Town Council.

Councilman Walsh noted that
Democrats have offered �new ideas�
to the council resulting in the expan-
sion of the number of roads included
in the town�s annual road improve-
ment program, along with initiatives
to refurbish the town�s parks and
fields and the formation of a Raritan
Valley Commuter Line Coalition re-
sulting in the addition of two more
trains to the evening rush hour by NJ
Transit.

He also noted the creation of a
Neighborhood Preservation Commit-
tee to begin working on an improve-
ment and possible grant for the area
surrounding Cacciola Place off Cen-

tral Avenue.
Mr. Walsh said that these �suc-

cesses� must be shared with both
sides of the aisle on the council.

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader

BONJOUR�A group dressed as characters from �Madeline,� a staple of
children�s literature, enjoyed the Halloween Parade Sunday in Westfield.
Pictured, dressed as nuns, are Joan Pfeiffer and Sigrid Sanchez. The youngsters
include Skylar Fixler, Madison Troxler, Jessica Cobuzzi, Christine Murphy,
Francie Schaeffer and Devon Cash.

Thomas C. Jardim* (D) Gail S. Vernick (R) Norman N. Greco (I)

Carl Salisbury � 1st Ward (D) Jon M. Bramnick � 1st Ward (R) Joe Stoner � 2nd Ward (D) James J. Gruba* � 2nd Ward (R)

John J. Walsh* � 3rd Ward (D) Noreen Lund � 3rd Ward (R) Lawrence Goldman*� 4th Ward (D) Tom Cusimano � 4th Ward (R)

*Incumbent

*Incumbent

CONTINUED ON PAGE A-6

Mayor Jardim, Mrs. Vernick, Mr. Greco
In Three-Way Battle for Mayor�s Office

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

This Tuesday, Westfield voters will
decide a hotly contested race for
Mayor which will make history no
matter which way the election falls.

Thomas C. Jardim, the town�s first
Democratic Mayor since the sinking
of the Titantic in 1912, is being chal-
lenged by both Republican First Ward
Councilwoman Gail S. Vernick and
independent candidate Norman N.
Greco.

Mr. Greco, who served on the coun-
cil from 1992 through 1997 repre-
senting the First Ward, was defeated
by Mayor Jardim as the Republican
candidate for mayor in 1996.

Regardless, history will be made
in Westfield whether Mayor Jardim
is victorious since he would be the
first Democratic mayor reelected in
the town�s history or Mrs. Vernick
wins and becomes the town�s first
woman to serve in the mayor�s office,

while Mr. Greco would be the town�s
first independent mayor.

During this week�s forum spon-
sored by the Westfield Area League

of women Voters, Mayor Jardim de-
scribed some of the positive things
that have occurred over the past two
years while he was Mayor. He noted

that the downtown vacancy rate
dropped from 22 percent to almost
zero � under one percent.

The Town Council embarked on a
comprehensive 10-year, $5 million
road improvement plan.

�We�ve focused on long-term capi-
tal planning and strategic planning
and strategic budgetary thinking like
never before,� he said, referring to
other infrastructure improvements
such as parks and fields.

The Mayor noted his efforts to give
�Westfield�s rail commuters a voice
to improve their quality of life�
through the Raritan Valley Line Com-
muter Line Commission that he cre-
ate last year.

Mrs. Vernick, who was elected to
the council in 1994 over Democrat
William Brennan, noted a few of her
accomplishments the past four years,
including: working to successfully
gain council passage of a residential
parking program in the vicinity of
the Westfield �Y,� bringing pedes-
trian signs to town, her recent initia-
tive to equip school crossing guards
and mail carriers with 911 emer-
gency cellular phones through pri-
vate donations, as well as her tax
relief plan which was recently intro-
duced before Congress.

The tax break plan would enable
seniors who do not itemize on their
federal taxes to deduct what they pay
in property taxes and to set up an
individual retirement account, or
IRA, where savings would be tax free
to be used to pay taxes in a person�s
senior years.

Mayor Jardim said from what he
has heard of the plan he believes it is
geared more to younger persons and
would have �no impact on seniors
now.�

Mr. Greco continued his theme of
bringing a �business-like, common-
sense� approach to the Mayor�s of-
fice. He is the owner of a steam
cleaning carpeting company as well
as several other business ventures.

He said that as an independent
candidate, he has no ties to any po-
litical party and he would not be
involved in �political paybacks.�

Mr. Greco said if elected he would
put the issue of whether to build a
parking deck in the downtown before
the public for a vote.

Mayor Jardim noted that the county
has applied for a $25,000 grant from
Union County which would be used
to hire a planner who would conduct
a study on parking capacity and de-
velopment in the downtown centered
around the south side train station
lot. The study would determine the
best location for a parking facility for
shoppers as well as for commuters.

Noting that currently 900 residents
are on a waiting list for parking
permits at the south side lot � some of
whom have been on the list for sev-
eral years � Mayor Jardim called this
an �unacceptable� situation.

The Mayor said building additional
parking capacity is �inevitable.�

Noting that with many national
retailers making new investments in
the downtown, Mrs. Vernick said
parking is an important issue for the
future of the business district. She
noted that The Gap clothing stores,
for instance, have an annual goal of
$3 million in revenues. She said if
stores do not reach their projections,
possibly because of a lack of parking,

CONTINUED ON PAGE A-6

*Incumbent
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Thomas C. Jardim
Westfield Mayor

Democrat

Occupation �

Education �

Experience �

Attorney with Sills, Cummis in Newark specializing in
corporate and employment law; Westfield Mayor

B.A. from University of Richmond; J.D. from American
University in Washington, D.C.; M.A. in Foreign Af-
fairs from American University

Westfield Mayor one term; counsel to  Greater Newark
Business Development Consortium; Treasurer, Union
County League of Municipalities

Platform � Efficiently-run government, road improvement, vital
downtown, increased parking, parks and recreation

Gail S. Vernick
Westfield Mayor

Republican

Occupation �

Education �

Experience �

Westfield Town Council

B.A. - Human Resource Management; Registered Nurse

Platform �

Council Liaison to Chamber of Commerce; Board of
Health; Congressional Rail Coalition; Arts Commis-
sion; Parent-Teacher Organization member

Control property taxes; improve public safety; resolu-
tion of parking issues; efficient customer-focused mu-
nicipal services

Norman N. Greco
Westfield

Mayor
Independent

Occupation �

Education �

Experience �

President, Greco Services Industries

Westfield High School graduate, lifelong Westfield resi-
dent

Town Councilman six years; former  President, Westfield
Chamber of Commerce

Platform � Business-oriented approach to town government, a  town-
wide referendum for public decision on parking deck,
responsive government, efficient maintenance of parks
and ball fields

Eight Candidates Vying for Town Council
Discuss Issues During Forum Sponsored

By Westfield Area League of Women Voters
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

As the Republican Fourth Ward
candidate, Mr. Cusimano pledged
to �work for equitable, cost-effec-
tive solutions� as a councilman.

Councilman Goldman spoke of
decades of �one-party domination�
by Republicans which were �unre-
sponsive� to residents.

He noted as Chairman of the Laws
and Rules Committee he led the
effort to enact the town�s exterior
property maintenance code to ad-
dress unsafe properties and �neigh-
borhood eyesores� in the town.

While he was chairman he worked
on the �overhaul� of previous town
zoning laws, while also working on
revisions to the town�s sidewalk café
ordinance.

Supporting more parking spaces
in the business district, he said it is
time to �stop the excuses� and take
action regarding the lack of down-
town spaces.

During the campaign, Mr.
Goldman proposed the creation of a
commission by the Mayor to look at
Westfield�s form of government.

Mr. Goldman noted that the cur-
rent system, with two-year terms for
council members and the Mayor,
diverts council members from fo-
cusing on council business to re-
election campaigns in an election
each year. Mr. Goldman said the
governing body might want to con-
sider either three-year or four-year
terms instead.

Mr. Cusimano, who supports two-
year terms, said the shorter terms
force council members to get out
and meet residents and hear their
concerns.

Ms. Lund said she supports the
shorter terms which she said allows
council members �a chance to do
their homework� on council busi-
ness.

Councilman Gruba described Mr.
Goldman�s call for an evaluation of
term length a �provocative proposal
that holds some possibilities.�

Meanwhile, Mr. Bramnick said
the �competency of the leadership
and the substance far outweighs the
procedures.�

One resident questioned changes
made in the town�s fall leaf pickup.
Mr. Walsh, Chairman of the
council�s Public Works Committee,
said one change which could speed
things would be additional man-
power.

Mr. Walsh said he would like to
narrow the current window for the
pick-up program, which is now from
October 28 to December 15, so that
collections are completed by Thanks-

giving Day.
Ms. Lund indicated that the cur-

rent successful program began in
the fall of 1996 before Mayor Jardim
and Councilmen Goldman and
Walsh were elected.

The plan included a change
whereby south side leaves are taken
to the Westfield Conservation Cen-
ter on Lamberts Mill Road with the
north side leaves transported to the
county�s compost facility in Spring-
field. This change cut down on trans-
portation time needed on the south
side thus freeing up Public Works
crews to spend more time picking up
leaves.

Central Avenue�s appearance re-
mains a �top priority� for Ms. Lund.
She proposes a long-term plan for
the Central Avenue corridor similar
to the SID and MainStreet Westfield
programs in the downtown. She said
someone would be needed, either
full-time or part-time, to run the
program.

Mr. Gruba said he now supports
adding the Central Avenue corridor
into the SID. Council members in
1996 chose not to make this move,
believing the SID tax would place
too much of a burden on property
owners in this area. However, now
that the downtown is vibrant again
and the fact that Central Avenue is
perhaps the most traveled corridor
into the downtown, he now supports
placing the area in the SID.

�It is an area that should reflect as
much pride as any other area of
town,� he said.

Mr. Walsh said a neighborhood
preservation effort proposed for the
area along with improved lighting,
safety and private investment would
help �raise the level of a neighbor-
hood that has been so long troubled.�

He suggested that in addition to
the grant application to the state�s
Neighborhood Preservation Pro-
gram, the town could focus on the
needs of this area of town when
applying for the annual Union
County Community Block Develop-
ment grant program. These funds
are distributed by the federal De-
partment of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) through the
county.

Mr. Stoner said council attention
is also needed along the North Av-
enue entrances into town.

In discussing the condition of town
roads, Councilman Gruba noted the
council has begun to look at funding
a long-term roads improvement pro-
gram. In addition to this effort, he
said improved technology will help

to improve the condition of the roads.
His opponent, Mr. Stoner, said

streets in the Second Ward are �par-
ticularly in poor shape.�

Mr. Walsh said in the past some
streets were �squeezed� out of im-
provement programs because they
did not fall under the criteria estab-
lished for the town�s annual
$150,0000 appropriation for smaller
streets, nor those established for the
state�s Transportation Trust Fund,
which is also an annual program.

In the past, roads such as Benson
Place did not receive repair under
either program. Mr. Walsh has pro-
posed the issuance of a bond for an
expanded improvement program to
fund those roads that fall in the
middle. He has said this program
would replace the current bond,
floated in 1985, for construction of
the Westfield Memorial Library,
when the debt is retired in 2001.

He said the council could either
float the bond and thus take on debt
for the program or by funding it
through the town budget and to re-
place the line item currently in-
cluded for the library bond, includ-
ing principal and interest.

On the issue of the SID, Council-
man Goldman said the program has
put downtown interests �under one
roof� instead of different entities as
was the case when disagreements
developed between MainStreet and
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce officials.

He said the Downtown Westfield
Corporation is putting together an
improvement plan that looks towards
the future of the downtown.

Mr. Cusimano called the down-
town �the heart and soul� of the
town as well as a �gathering place�
which creates a �first impression�
for visitors to Westfield. He com-
mended the current council for its
efforts in improving the downtown.

Regarding the plan to add 71 park-
ing spaces at Tamaques Park, Mr.
Cusimano, a member of the Westfield
Recreation Commission, said he re-
mains opposed to the plan. He said
officials should look at the schedul-
ing of events not only at Tamaques
but at all parks in town. He said
despite open spaces, motorists park
in the oval drive anyway.

Mr. Goldman noted the parking
plan was approved by both the Rec-
reation Commission and Town
Council as part of their capital im-
provement budgets. It was subse-
quently approved through an ordi-
nance adopted earlier this year by
the council.

He said the council needs to bal-
ance concerns including parking on
the oval drive, elimination parking
on side streets near the park, ensur-
ing access to the park by all town
residents, as well as the preserva-
tion of greenery at the park.

In terms of the growing amount of
newspaper vending machines in the
downtown, Mr. Goldman said his
committee is looking at balancing
the town�s desire for safety, includ-
ing �unimpeded� access by residents
to the sidewalk and aesthetics of the
machines versus First Amendment
rights of the newspapers.

During the closing statements at
the forum, Mr. Goldman said he will
always be mindful of �discussion,
compromise and respect� when it
comes to working with his colleagues
on the council.

Mr. Cusimano sees council ser-
vice as a �means to give back to the
community.� He said he will bring
his �dedication of work ethnic and a
sense of teamwork� to the council if
elected.

Mr. Walsh described himself and
Mr. Goldman as �two candles who
have generated some light but very
little heat� on the council. He said
Democrats would like to �add two
more candles� with victories by Mr.
Salisbury and Mr. Stoner.

Mr. Gruba, Chairman of the
council�s Finance Committee over
the past six years, said infrastruc-
ture improvements along with leaf
and snow removal services �must be
done and paid for� by the town. He
vowed to continue his watchful eye
on town spending.

Noting that �democracy can be
messy,� Mr. Salisbury said �a vi-
brant healthy democracy requires
hard work. It takes civility and re-
spect for others. It takes lively de-
bate and disagreement, and that�s
healthy.�

Mr. Bramnick indicated that he
would push council meetings to be
televised, noting that residents have
the right to see their council �solve
problems.�

Town Council Examines
Block Grant Proposals

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council
heard requests for funding through
block grants on Tuesday from the
Westfield Neighborhood Council,
the Westfield Community Center,
the Westfield/Mountainside Chap-
ter of the American Red Cross,
Youth and Family Counseling Ser-
vice Inc., Planners Diversified of
Summit, and Town Engineer Ken-
neth B. Marsh.

According to Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim, the Town of Westfield works
with other county municipalities to
�hash out� what organizations would
receive funds and how the funds
would be appropriated.

The Westfield Neighborhood
Council brought before town offi-
cials a tally of $75,000 which would
include the removal of an existing
playground to enable the installa-
tion of a new playground and play-
ground equipment.

The Westfield Community Cen-
ter requested approximately
$20,000 to continue its Senior Citi-
zens Recreational Program;
$11,775 for improvements to the
center�s building, including such
projects as resurfacing of a gymna-
sium floor, replacement of a gym-
nasium door, sidewalk replacement,
fence repair and ceiling tile repair
for the center�s computer room, plus
$3,000 for cultural enrichment trips
for teenagers, and $71,500 to de-
velop architectural plans to build a
new facility.

The Red Cross chapter asked for
$35,000 for projects including
handicapped access to the building
and roof repair.

Youth and Family Counseling

Service would like to make it�s
facility handicapped accessible, at
a cost of approximately $44,000.

Planner�s Diversified of Summit,
a consultant service, has proposed
projects tallying $115,000, includ-
ing $30,000 for a new façade for
Central Avenue, �streetscape� im-
provements for South Avenue,
Cacciola Place and Grove Street,
$12,000 for park restorations at
Windsor Avenue and elsewhere, and
$3,000 for appraisal services.

Mr. Marsh proposed five projects
on behalf of the town. These
projects would include $31,000 for
building and resurfacing for
Windsor Avenue; $14,000 to com-
plete roadway improvements on
Livingston Street; $15,000 for new
plantings, walks, benches and in-
stallation of a handicapped ramp
and rebuilding of a curve at Windsor
Park; planting of approximately 80
out of 150 new trees earmarked for
neighborhood streets by the De-
partment of Public Works, and res-
torations for Americans With Dis-
abilities Act compliance, for
$115,000, at Tamaques Park.

According to town officials, fund-
ing for proposed grants would not
be made available until September
of 1999.

Members of the governing body
also approved the second and final
reading of a proposed ordinance to
establish a Housing Commission
for Westfield.

According to former Councilman
Kenneth MacRitchie, the commis-
sion would meet quarterly to �for-
mulate inventories of housing in
need of rehabilitation and would
discuss which programs would be
most suitable for each situation.�

they will leave town.
Mrs. Vernick said in addition to

looking at a deck, she proposed a
jitney bus service, similar to what
NJ Transit is doing in Maplewood.
She said the service freed up 600
spaces in that town.

On the issue of sharing services
with other towns to cut costs, Mr.

Greco said he would look to �stream-
line� services if elected. He noted
towns want to maintain their own
identity which sometimes limits the
amount of services which can be
shared.

Mrs. Vernick, who also favors
shared services, noted that the town�s
health department has contracts with
other towns to cut costs in those
communities. She said she would
look at purchasing supplies for the
Department of Public Works through
agreements with other towns.

Mayor Jardim said he has spoken
to Town Administrator Edward A.
Gottko about sharing Municipal
Court services with other communi-
ties. He also said the town may
share rescue squad services with
neighboring communities.

On the issue of property taxes,
Mayor Jardim, the only member of
the governing body to vote against
this year�s budget, said he believes
the reserve fund for uncollected taxes
could be cut in order to achieve
lower property taxes.

The Mayor also said operating
expenses could be cut by as much as
five percent.

Mrs. Vernick challenged the
Mayor, stating that a five percent
cut in the budget would be equal to
a tax point or $80,000 on the expen-
ditures side of the budget. She ques-
tioned whether services or person-
nel would be cut to achieve this

goal.
Mr. Greco vowed not to cut ser-

vices. He said he would initiate job
studies to focus on each employee�s
functions so that the town �can things
done in a timely fashion.� Although
not saying how he would achieve it,
Mr. Greco said he would work to
reduce property taxes in town.

Mrs. Vernick vowed to be a full-
time mayor. She said she would
schedule daily meetings with con-
stituents as well as meeting regu-
larly with town department heads
and administrators to ensure gov-
ernment which is �efficient, friendly
and prompt.�

Mayor Jardim referred to the
town�s elected officials as �only tem-
porary guardians of an institution
and a town that was here long before
any of us, and will surely be here
long after we�re gone.�

Noting the infrastructure improve-
ments underway, he vowed to con-
tinue to work hard to continue �mov-
ing this town in the right direction.�

Mr. Greco noted that he is the only
candidate that will �bridge the gap
between our political parties.�

�Westfield needs a strong mayor,
a facilitator, somebody who is unen-
cumbered by political ties. I have no
political aspiration other then to be
Mayor of Westfield,� said the life-
long Westfield resident.

Polls will be open this Tuesday,
November 3, from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Voters in Westfield to Decide Between
Mayor Jardim, Mrs. Vernick, Mr. Greco
In Three-Way Battle for Mayor�s Office

RSVP by November 2nd to Felice Nelson (908) 389-0756
This Event is Complimentary. Seating is Limited.

Bramnick
Republican First Ward Candidate for Westfield Town Council

Jon M.
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Four Candidates for Fanwood Borough Council
Prioritize Issues in Race for Two Available Seats

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Property tax initiatives, effective
communication, the business district,
volunteerism and public safety top
the list of issues set forth by the

candidates for Fanwood Borough
Council this year.

There are two seats up for grabs,
and voters� choices at the polls will
determine the future composition of
a governing body that has been con-
trolled by Democrats since 1989.

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly, a
Democrat running for Congress this

year against Republican incumbent
Bob Franks, is the tie-breaking vote
in the event of a 3-3 split among
members of the Fanwood council.

One of the open seats on the gov-
erning body is held by Councilwoman

Karen M. Schurtz, who is running
for reelection to her second term.
The other vacancy is held by Council
President Bruce H. Walsh, who chose
not to seek reelection after three con-
secutive terms on the council. Both
Mrs. Schurtz and Mr. Walsh are
Democrats.

Mrs. Schurtz�s running mate is

Kathy Mitchell who previously ran
for borough office in 1993. She is the
Fanwood Democratic Committee
Chairwoman.

Challenging the Democrats are
Republicans David Trumpp, making
his second bid for a council seat, and
newcomer Wilfred P. Coronato.

Communication is an important
consideration for both sides. Coun-
cilwoman Schurtz proposes the cre-
ation of an Internet Web site through
the Fanwood Memorial Library that
would contain regularly updated in-
formation such as a schedule of coun-
cil meetings, Planning Board agenda
and downtown sales dates.

�This would provide a tremendous
service to people,� she explained. �If
Internet access is not in someone�s
house, the library has it. It�s an op-
portunity for real communication.�

Ms. Mitchell, who serves as Trea-
surer of the Fanwood Library, added
that information such as the names of
committee members and borough
codes could also be included. �People
would know who to call if they want
to join a committee,� she noted.

Mr. Trumpp does not disagree with
the need for enhanced communica-
tion, but criticized the current Demo-
cratic administration for �trying to
put together a Web site for the past
couple years� without results.

�The Internet is a major part of a
person�s world, where they can get
local information, information on
what�s going on with government,�
he stated. �People would want to get
more involved if they knew what was
going on in town,� he added.

On the issue of tax relief, Mr.
Trumpp stated, �We support Gover-
nor Whitman�s proposal of transfer-
ring tax assessment...doing it at
county government rather than at the
municipal level.

�It would provide for a more con-
cise method of evaluating property
on a timely basis,� he said.

The Republican candidate added
that use of Federal and state grants
could be a �more cost-effective
method of raising dollars to use as a

matching funds source.�
�It won�t dip into taxpayers� pock-

ets,� he continued, �for major capital

Publisher�s Note
This edition of The Times of

Scotch Plains-Fanwood has been
mailed to every resident in the town-
ship and in the borough to inform
voters of the issues and of the candi-
dates for the election this Tuesday,
November 3. We encourage every-
one to vote.

Our towns have good govern-
ment and great candidates seeking
office. Half of the candidates will be
serving us shortly, while the others
not elected will have opportunities
to run again in the future. Celebrate
and thank them all.

For Scotch Plains residents, the
first annual edition of Our Town is
included within the newspaper. We
enjoyed doing it and look forward to
the future editions. We hope you
like it.

We also use this edition to present
ourselves to those of you who are
not subscribers. I believe good news-
papers help communities, and that�s
what we�re trying to do. Please join
us. If you�re stymied for a gift idea
for your neighbor this season, con-
sider one that gives year round � a
subscription to The Times.

Horace R. Corbin
Publisher

Township Looks Over $5 Million
 Expected From HUD to County

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Community
Development Revenue Sharing Com-
mittee gathered in a public hearing
at the Municipal Building early last
week as part of a process to allocate
as much as $5.4 million in Federal
funds throughout 19 towns in Union

County for the 25th year in a row.
Friday, November 6, is the dead-

line for 1999 grant applications.
The anticipated millions, known

as a Community Development block
grant, is part of a Department of
Housing and Urban Development
(H.U.D) program that ultimately re-
turns Federal tax dollars through the
county to low and moderate income
residents and to municipalities for
improvements and emergencies.

Last year, the county received over
$5 million from the block grant pro-
gram. Scotch Plains made improve-
ments to Green Forest Park with its
portion.

Reportedly, senior citizen housing
in the township has garnered $1 million
dollars over the years from Community
Development grants. Resolve, a local
counseling agency, has also received
grants in the past.

Seven Candidates for Three Seats on SP Township Council
Reveal Views on Issues During Forum Hosted by The Times

By JEANNE WHITNEY and
 PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Times

All seven candidates for three
Scotch Plains Township council seats
agreed to sit down with The Times
two weeks ago and answer questions
on topics that all three parties had
suggested to the newspaper earlier.

The Democratic, Republican and
Conservative Party candidates were
all asked the same eight questions
over an hour.

Candidate Frank J. Festa, Jr., an-
swered for the New Jersey Conserva-
tive Party. Democratic candidates
answering were Geri Morgan Samuel,
Tarquin Bromley and Franklin
Donatelli.

Republican candidates answering
were Councilman Robert Johnston
(incumbent), Gail Iammatteo and
Paulette Coronato.

What follows are the questions and
a synopsis of their responses, includ-
ing direct quotations, to what may
very well be the issues voters will
consider when they vote next Tues-
day, Election Day.

The Times: Aircraft noise over resi-
dential areas has been an issue over
the past 10 years. Do you see ocean
routing as a solution or do you have
another solution? What do you see
as the council�s role in this?

Mr. Festa: �None. The council
has no role. What I hear when an
airplane goes over is a cash register.
We already lost our manufacturing
base in the area. The airport was
there for a long time. If you moved in
knowing it was there, well, what can
we do. We live in the hub.�

Mrs. Samuel: �Yes. Ocean rout-
ing is definitely a solution. The
council�s role should be to band with
the other municipal governments in
the area, for a united front...to get a

solution that is acceptable to every-
body in the state.� She said that in her
own backyard, when airplanes fly
over, you can not hear the person
next to you speaking.

Mr. Donatelli: �Ocean routing is
the only solution.�

Mr. Bromley: �Yes. And I hear
it�s been really well thought out.
They�ve done their homework.�

Mrs. Coronato: �Yes. If it works
and is safe, I would support it. It
hasn�t been proved if that�s the right
solution.�

Mrs. Iammatteo: �If it works and
is safe, I would also support it. But
still, we�re going to have noise. We�re
20 minutes from Newark (Interna-
tional) Airport. But the reality in the
future is the changing of the planes.
They will be more efficient and less
noisy.�

Mr. Johnston: �This council and
my running mates and I would sup-
port any plan that would take the noise
away, including ocean routing. The
resolution needs to come from the
FAA (Federal Aviation Administra-
tion). The role of local government is
to support the efforts of other elected
officials � at the Federal level, really.
I think Scotch Plains took the lead in
recognizing there was a problem, but
I don�t think it�s anything that the
local government initiative can be
effective in resolving.�

The Times: In the spring, The Times
detailed a series of articles about
planning boards approving housing
developments that led to increases in
enrollment in the township school
system. In this regard, do you feel the
council should have any role in this,
that is, looking at open space preser-
vation, school enrollments and town-
ship population?

Mr. Festa: If the township was
really interested in open space, why

didn�t they oppose the construction
of the Police Academy? As a Board of
Education member (one term in the
1970s,) I was very interested in the
amount of students, and my big thrust
was not to sell any of the old [school]
buildings but to lease them.

But now we�re in a bind, we need
them. We need 10 acres to build an
elementary school.

�This municipality has said for
years, nothing other than we are a
bedroom community. They have
shunned all sorts of [business] con-
struction. So, you have escalating
enrollment � and bedrooms pay the
taxes.�

Mr. Bromley: �The council has a

major role. It�s the responsibility of
the council to know what plans are
here.� For example, he said, the pro-
posed �Reserve� development of 116
housing units behind a fast food res-
taurant on Route 22, West is �a very
wrong idea.�

The traffic, sewers, higher school
enrollment and possible flooding will
be a problem, he said.

Mrs. Samuel: �The township

should buy the Reserve property. It
sits in a flood zone.� She would look
at the Master Plan and update it.

Mr. Donatelli: �The runoff will be
awesome. I�ve witnessed the flood-
ing. The town should buy the prop-
erty and keep it for open space.�
Traffic would be �horrendous,� he
said.

Mrs. Iammatteo: �Council mem-
bers sit on the planning board and

have a leadership role, and if a big
development came in � we�d have a
say in it. We have a lot of younger
families with children moving into
town. Houses are tuning over fast in
the town. There are 273 open spaces
in the township. We�re looking to
keep them open and not to overde-
velop the town.�

Mrs. Coronato: �We have a lot of
families wanting to move in and it
speaks well of our town. The council
can only do so much. It�s a Board of
Education matter.� She noted that
Sterling Chase and Berwyck Chase
residential developments were a com-
promise over state mandated high
density housing in the late 1980s.

Mr. Johnston: �Developments
place a burden on the infrastructure
of the town and what municipalities
are trying to do is cause the developer
to undertake...some of the burden.�

He suggested that developers who
put in exclusively senior citizen hous-
ing could get some kind of tax abate-
ment.

The Times: Each year, council
members select a mayor from among
themselves who serves for one year.
In your opinion, has this been an
effective form of governing in the
township, and why?

Mr. Festa: �No. We need an elected
mayor, a strong mayor � not a bu-
reaucrat at $117,000 a year. Maybe a
three-year term.� Yes, I would run
for mayor, absolutely. I�ve lived here
27 years. He said he got the most
votes ever for one person elected to
the Board of Education with the slo-
gan, �Vote Festa, cut the budget.�

Mrs. Samuel: �No. I don�t think
in one year you can set goals or do
long-range planning and accomplish

Business Owners Quiz
SP Council Candidates

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

Seven Township Council candi-
dates from three political parties
shared a table and fielded questions
from the Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association (SPBPA)
last Wednesday at Brianna�s Restau-
rant in the Towne Centre.

Democratic challengers Geri Mor-
gan Samuel and Tarquin Bromley
told business and commercial prop-
erty owners they did not object to
adding the name Centre Boulevard to
Westfield and Plainfield Avenues and
East Second Street in the township,
in order to identify the same roadway
with one name in the downtown. In
fact, Mr. Bromley said, �I think it�s a
hell of a good idea. It should be
strongly advocated.�

The proposal for dual designation
of the three streets was shot down by
residents earlier this year, when busi-

ness owners brought it to the Town-
ship Council for approval.

Incumbent Republican Council-
man Robert Johnston admitted, �We
didn�t do a very good job with the
Centre Boulevard designation � in
communicating,� and added that the
downtown �needed identity.�

Paulette Coronato, one of Mr.
Johnston�s two running mates on the
GOP ticket, said she would �revisit�
the street naming proposal as a coun-
cil member.

New Jersey Conservative Party
candidate Frank Festa called the
Municipal Building complex and
adjacent fire house a �prime piece of
real estate� for development. Evi-
dently, a study of the downtown in
years past suggested commercial de-
velopment of both sides of Park Av-
enue to vitalize the district.

Mr. Festa said an informal survey

CONTINUED ON PAGE A-6

Incumbent*

Gail Iammatteo (R) Paulette Coronato (R)Robert Johnston* (R)

Geri Samuel (D)Tarquin Jay Bromley (D) Franklin Donatelli (D)Frank Festa (Conservative)

Karen M. Schurtz* (D) Kathy Mitchell (D)

David B. Trumpp (R) Wilfred P. Coronato (R)
Incumbent*
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Fleet Bank
2x8 Karen M. Schurtz

Fanwood
Borough Council

Democrat
Occupation �

Education �

Experience �

Teacher part-time at Union Catholic High School in
Scotch Plains, Religion; Fanwood Council one term

B.A. in Psychology from LaSalle University, Philadel-
phia; M.A. in Student Personnel Services, Kean Univer-
sity

Chair of Land Use and Historic Perservation; Planning
Board Liaison; Fire Commissioner; Senior Citizens
Liaison; representative to Municipal Alliance;

Platform � Property tax initiatives; long-term budget planning;
favors publishing council and Planning Board business
on the Internet

Katherine Mitchell
Fanwood

Borough Council
Democrat

Occupation �

Education �

Experience �

Visiting Nurse Association of Central Jersey, Woodbridge

Registered Nurse; Fanwood resident since 1954

Fanwood Library Board member and treasurer; Fanwood
Recycling Assoc., Earth Day Committee; Environmen-
tal Commission

Platform � Good fiscal management; add parking downtown; re-
duce traffic speeding, install  new street signs; honest
leadership.

Occupation �

Education �

Experience �

Civil trial attorney with the Springfield law firm of
McDonough, Korn, Eichorn & Boyle

Graduated magna cum laude in 1987 from Catholic
University in Washington, D.C. and received his law
degree from the same university in 1990

Worked for former Governor Thomas H. Kean, former
Congressman Matthew P. Rinaldo, and current State
Senate President Donald T. DiFrancesco

Platform � Tax relief and borough services, sidewalk repairs and
development of the downtown

Wilfred P. Coronato
Fanwood

Borough Council
Republican

Occupation �

Education �

Experience �

Employed with the Marketing, Customer and Patron
Service of the New Jersey Turnpike Authority

Graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School and of
Alfred University in Alfred, New York. Majored in
political science

Served for seven years as Information and Referral
Liaison for the United Way of Union County

Platform � Tax relief, enhanced communication, downtown devel-
opment and improvements

David B. Trumpp
Fanwood

Borough Council
Republican

Seven Candidates Vie
For Three Council Seats

anything and demonstrate leadership.
Most of the towns I know of elect their
mayor.� She claimed that the present
township charter allows for the election
of a mayor, �but they�ve chosen not to.�
She said �I don�t know� when asked
whether she would run for mayor.

Mr. Bromley: �There is no mayor
here. It has nothing to do with the gover-
nance of the town. It�s silly.� He said the
state statute calls for a four-year term.

Mrs. Iammatteo: �I think it�s very
effective for our size town. We have a
professional manager, not a part-time
mayor � but a business administrator.
Mr. (Thomas K.) Atkins must be non-
partisan and serve all citizens, not a
party.�

Mrs. Coronato: �It�s like Mr. Atkins
is the CEO (Chief Executive Officer)
and we�re the Board of Trustees. He is
responsible for the day-to-day running of
the town. Each council member is ac-
countable, she said.�

Mr. Johnston: �We have the best that�s
available out there. [Tom Atkins] is on top
of it. We feel this is the right form of
government for Scotch Plains.� In the
committee form of government, he ex-
plained, like in Fanwood, every council
member has line item responsibilities.

The Times: The importance of a viable
business district has been an ongoing
issue for �Downtown USA.� How can
the council work with the business com-
munity to foster growth in the township?
For example, would you support recruit-
ing new business into the township?

Mr. Festa: �You have to have some
exotic zoning. Specific zoning, one area
is offices, restaurants [and others.] More
people working downtown would gener-
ate business during lunch time.� He added
that, �If I had my druthers, the Municipal
Building never would have gone there
[where it stands today.] You could have
a little bazaar � a mall in that area.� He
said he would have put the municipal
offices next door to the Department of
Public Works on Westfield Avenue.

Mrs. Samuel: �I would consider a
downtown development corporation�
(like a special improvement district.)
�But not like Westfield. I hate what�s
happened to Westfield.�

Mr. Bromley: �Yes. The problem
with downtown Scotch Plains is there�s
no real place to shop. There�s nothing
here that draws people in that asks them
to linger, to stay. It�s a fairly good collec-
tion of boutique stores.�

He suggested hiring a development
consultant and offering tax incentives.
He spoke of a downtown �village quad-
rangle� that could be formed out of Park
Avenue, East Second Street, the firehouse
property and Front Street. �It doesn�t
work the way it is now.�

Mr. Donatelli: �We want to encour-
age this downtown development. You
have to make sure the little guys don�t
get knocked out of the box. We can think
about tax breaks but it has to be passed
on to the merchant in the store.�

Mr. Johnston: �Should we go out as
a municipality and recruit business? I
don�t think so, but us, as a council, being
supportive of the business community
where it�s appropriate. We have a very
small, business district. It�s not a town

with a strong commercial or industrial
base to provide any kind of tax subsidy.
Scotch Plains is not about that, not at all.
We�re a residential community.�

Mrs. Coronato: �We want to keep
the small town feeling. We support the
Business Association.� We want to work
hand-in-hand with them, she said, en-
couraging them where when possible.

Mrs. Iammatteo: �We continue to
encourage cooperative ventures between
the council and downtown business as-
sociation.�

The Times: Local property taxes con-
sistently rise over the years. With respect
to municipal taxes, in what ways can the
council affect tax rates for township
property owners? (Two-thirds of the tax
bill goes to the township Board of Edu-
cation, one-sixth to county government
and one-sixth supports municipal gov-
ernment in the township.)

Mr. Festa: �Cut the number of people
employed by the municipality.� He said
the position of township manager would
be the first to go, in favor of an elected
mayor. Sub-contractors could be hired
for services, equipment, snow plowing,
street sweeping and others, he indicated.
�They call it free enterprise.�

Mrs. Samuel: She said that between
1992 and 1998, township taxes have
gone up 34 percent. School taxes have
gone up 15 percent. County taxes have
gone up 17 percent. She said ratables
should be developed on Route 22 and in
the downtown. She would eliminate
township cars for most municipal em-
ployees and implement mileage reim-
bursement or lease vehicles. �We have
to look at salaries and benefits packages.
Small town government should be look-
ing to streamline their operations.�

Mr. Bromley: �Privatizing services. I
think it�s something I�d like to know
about. I want to know what the numbers
are.� He particularly questioned the
$100,000-plus annual salary of the mu-
nicipal manager and the average salaries
of $95,000-a-year for five top municipal
employees.

Mr. Donatelli: �I don�t think anybody
needs a car to go to work.� Cars cost the
town $158,000 a year, he said. He sug-
gested a motor pool for municipal trans-
portation, and said when a Department
of Public Works (DPW) of employee
needed a vehicle they draw from the
pool.

Mrs. Iammatteo: �The fact that we
have shared services and keep the ser-
vices residents have become accustomed
to � and grants too. We control only 16
percent of the tax bill, we can�t control
the rest of it. Volunteerism is what helps
keep the taxes down.� She highlighted
municipal responses following the La-
bor Day storm.

Mrs. Coronato: The township got $1
million in grants, she said. �That helps to
keep the taxes down.� She emphasized
the amount of services the township pro-
vides.

Mr. Johnston: For example, he said,
with 20 people in the volunteer fire
department saves $1 million a year,
�that�s 10 tax points.� He cited a Star-
Ledger report that showed an average
township house increased in value
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Fanwood Council Candidates
Prioritize Issues, Platforms

improvements such as sewers and
sidewalks.�

According to Mr. Coronato, a consti-
tutional amendment is also under con-
sideration in Trenton that would permit
municipalities to adopt an ordinance to
�allow property tax deductions of up to
50 percent to people who participate in
the volunteer rescue squad and fire de-
partment.

�It would provide two-fold help,� ex-
plained Mr. Coronato, �for property taxes
and volunteer forces. It would provide
relief for people giving back to the bor-
ough.�

Mrs. Schurtz is �frustrated by the Band-
Aids� that have passed as efforts at prop-
erty tax relief.

We need to look at the underlying
issue, which is how to fund public educa-
tion,� she explained. �We need to hold
Trenton accountable for �state mandate,
state pay,� and not allow them to use
semantics to avoid paying for state-de-
termined curriculum,� she said.

Ms. Mitchell concurred, �We need to
keep pressure on Trenton to come up
with alternate ways to fund schools,� she
said. �(Change) will only come with a
concerted effort by municipalities.�

The Democratic ticket also backs ef-
forts to enhance volunteerism, which
Ms. Mitchell calls �my bailiwick.�

�Towns like Fanwood don�t exist with-
out volunteers. The rescue squad and fire
department are running into problems,�
she said. �If we have to knock on doors
and ask...maybe that�s how we make
them (citizens) understand that commit-
ment is as much (time) as they can com-
mit.�

In discussing other priority issues, Mr.
Coronato focused on Fanwood�s side-
walks as a �matter of public safety.�

Noting that District Nos. 1, 2, 4 and 5
are �heavily dependent on sidewalks�
for children to get to school, for mothers
with strollers and for commuters walk-
ing to the Fanwood Train Station, Mr.
Coronato called for a �five to 10-year
plan� to replace sidewalks at the
borough�s expense.

When asked how Fanwood would fund
such a program, he said, �There are
probably some grants through the county
and state. If (we) plan long range, it

would not be so much of a burden on
taxpayers and the borough.�

The Republicans are also calling for
repeal of the �ridiculous� permit fee that
residents must pay when repairing side-
walks.

�The borough can do the inspection,�
said Mr. Coronato, �but not charge (a
homeowner) for something the entire
neighborhood will use.�

�I am absolutely opposed to Fanwood
paying for sidewalks,� countered Mrs.
Schurtz. �Not everyone has them. Why
should they be forced to put them in?�

She noted that, unless a home is lo-
cated near a shopping area, or en route to
a school, �a homeowner can determine
for himself if he wants a sidewalk or not.

�If a borough-owned tree has damaged
a sidewalk,� she added, �then the bor-
ough could pick up the tab for that por-
tion.�

On the matter of permits, Mrs. Schurtz
noted that only five have been taken out
for sidewalks in the past year.

�(The permit) provides a guarantee of
sorts that the work is up to what it should
be,� she explained. �Because I sit on
council, I see why it�s done.�

Permits are required for replacing three
or more slabs of sidewalk.

In a related matter, Mr. Trumpp noted
that the Republicans would like to re-
view current building permits and fee
schedules to �determine which are state-
mandated and which are developed by
Fanwood�s administration as an addi-
tional tax on Fanwood residents.�

Mrs. Schurtz indicated that the per-
centage of profit to the borough from
such permits is �minimal,� noting that
�Fanwood charges less than what the
state allows.�

On the issue of downtown develop-
ment, Mr. Coronato said �cosmetic
changes� implemented by the Demo-
crats are �a start.�

According to the Republican, �Tren-
ton programs� are the way to go.

�Designation as a special improve-
ment district by the Department of Con-
sumer Affairs would provide financial
assistance,� the candidate explained.

�The Main Street New Jersey program
would provide technical assistance in
how to develop the downtown and attract
business.�

Mr. Trumpp advocated passage of
�some kind of ordinance regarding
dumpsters� in back of the Martine Av-
enue strip of stores. An ordinance for a
�central dumpster zone behind a fence
would be a beautification thing,� he ex-
plained.

Councilwoman Schurtz supports zon-
ing changes to help attract new business
to the borough.

For example, the Dean Oil site is
currently designated as a �General Com-
mercial� zone. It has parking require-
ments and type-of-business restrictions
that are not conducive to development.

Mrs. Schurtz endorses a change in
zoning to a �Central Commercial Dis-
trict 2� designation, which will accom-
modate on-site parking needs, while pro-
viding for flexibility in the types of busi-
nesses the site could attract.

She emphasized that changes like this
take time. �They reflect (council�s) at-
tempt to deal with the business commu-
nity, to create a climate that allows busi-
ness to be effective,� she concluded.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

of residents revealed to him that �the
community�s appearance is a big stum-
bling block.� He proposed re-zoning in
order to bring offices to the downtown
and increase activity in the district.

Democrat Bromley said developing
the so-called �hedge� area along Park
Avenue �is a viable option,� explaining
that it opens up the possibility of creating
�fluid commerce in the downtown.�

His running mate, Franklin Donatelli,
agreed, saying, �We should have confor-
mity within the downtown. I think (the
hedge area) should be developed.�

Republican Coronato said her main
concern about additional development
along Park Avenue was whether there
was adequate parking. �I don�t think just
adding more stores is the solution,� she
claimed. �I don�t think the government
should recruit businesses,� either, she
said.

The candidate cited the reclaimed area
around the South Orange railroad station
as a potential model for the Scotch Plains
downtown. Reportedly, the South Or-
ange community replaced sidewalks with
brick and widened walks for shoppers
while narrowing roadways, in order to
slow automobile traffic through the down-
town.

Democrat Samuel said she favored
development in the downtown but did
not want Scotch Plains to become �a mall
without a roof, like Westfield.� Over the
past few years, a number of major chain
stores have moved into Westfield, either
filling vacancies or replacing smaller,
independent stores.

�What happened in Westfield is an
example of a tragedy,� Mr. Bromley
said. �We have to control the mix (of
stores.)�

Councilman Johnston said he was not
interested in a special improvement dis-
trict (SID) designation in the downtown,
like the towns of Westfield and Cranford.
A SID collects tax dollars and generally
promotes a commercial center. �I think it
takes away the freedom of the business
community,� the candidate remarked.

Republican Gail Iammatteo pointed to
state grants that the currently all-Repub-
lican council will use for improvements
to municipal parking lots behind shops
along East Second Street, and described
the township�s residential nature.

Democrat Donatelli, who said he has
lived in the township for 65 years, told
Association members, �The downtown
is one of my biggest priorities. Without a
downtown, there is no town.�

He added that �protecting the down-
town from flooding is one of my con-
cerns.�

Scotch Plains residents have suffered
periodic flooding from stormwater run-
off upstream in the Watchung Moun-
tains and is seeking protection, in part,
through hotly contested catch basins pro-
posed for the Watchung Reservation.

Democrat Bromley recommended
council members �take a good, hard look
at spending now� in the township, to see
whether money is being spent �wisely�
and whether there are funds in the bud-
get to improve the downtown.

Councilman Johnston responded, �I
don�t think it�s the municipality�s duty to
fund the improvement of the downtown.�
He commended SPBPA members for
�taking the initiative� in the district cur-
rently, and said he was satisfied with the

Business Owners Quiz
SP Council Candidates

downtown mix of stores.
Democrat Bromley said that planning

was imperative, in order for the
township�s downtown to move forward.
He also hinted at tax incentives for smaller
businesses.

The two-hour question-and-answer
session was not open to the public. It did,
however, represent one of the few oppor-
tunities for candidates to gather during
this election campaign.

The Westfield Area League of Women
Voters canceled a traditional debate when
the local Republican and Democratic
parties could not agree on a questioning
format for the program.

Similar League of Women Voters de-
bates were called off in Fanwood and
Mountainside when one or both parties
refused to participate.

Business Association President Ray
Pardon said the SPBPA group does not
publicly endorse any candidate, but that
he heard �some good thoughts and ideas�
from candidates during the session.

CONTINUED IN NEXT COLUMN

More
Candidate Bios
On Page A-10

CONTINUED ON PAGE A-10

Current township representative to the
Revenue Sharing Committee, Thomas
C. Douress was also involved in the start-
up of the block grant program in the early
1970s.

�I remember the first year,� he said,
�we came back with $2,500 for the Can-
nonball House.� However, this past year,
the Osborn Cannonball House was re-
fused $35,000 for repair and restoration,
from the same program.

The Borough of Fanwood reportedly
received $90,000 toward upkeep on a
carriage house.

The Village Green at the township
Municipal Building complex was also
created with H.U.D. funding, according
to committee members. Grants for reha-
bilitation of privately-owned houses are
covered under the grant program as well.

Homeowners who are selected, may
take a low interest rate loan of up to
$20,000 or agree to a permanent lien
against the property that would return
money to the program when the property
is sold. In this way, funds are recycled,
according to township Committee mem-
ber Jack Lay.

�It�s a good program,� he said. Scotch
Plains usually has only two or three
houses awarded grants each year, he
added. Selected projects must be com-
pleted within 18 months and any unspent
money is returned, he pointed out.

Another township Committee mem-
ber, Joseph Duff said that last year, out of
approximately 45 requests for grants in
the county, 40 applicants received fund-
ing. Mr. Douress added that the doling
out process allowed �everybody to get a
piece of the pie.�

Larger Union County cities like Union
and Elizabeth, with a population of over
50,000, make a separate grant request to
H.U.D. while the other 19 Union County

$5 Million
 Expected

From HUD
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

municipalities must divide up any block
grant funds.

�It�s not a political organization,� Mr.
Douress commented. Awards are based
on need and historical worth.

Mr. Lay explained that two represen-
tatives from each town make up the
county Consortium which is further di-
vided into four sub-committees that re-
view requests. The sub-committees are
Housing, Public Improvements, Facili-
ties and Social Services, he said. Funds
are released in June or July.

Bramnick
Republican First Ward Candidate for Westfield Town Council

Jon M.
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NOW IN OUR 53rd YEAR

$39,000 over the past five years, and
taxes went up less than that, �so you
made money and lived free over that
time period.� Crime is down in the
township, he said.

The Times: It has been proposed that
the town spend an estimated $600,000
on the former Scotch Plains Zoo prop-
erty? Do you think this is the best use
of the lot and tax dollars, and why?

Mr. Festa: �No, it was not the best
use of the lot and no, it was not the best
use of the taxpayer�s dollar because it
was condemned, it was privately
owned. It should have remained pri-
vate property. They�re taking a [tax]
ratable off the rolls. Then our taxes go
up.�

Mrs. Samuel: Responded that the
township only has $100,000 of county
�pocket park� funds. �We haven�t heard
where the rest of the money is coming
from.�

Mr. Bromley: �There is no use plan
for the property.� He pointed to the
steep grade and swampy terrain. �We
don�t think it should be developed. I
don�t think it�s worth trying to make a
museum out of [the Frazee house] on
the property. It should be left as open
space.� He speculated that a walking
path might be planned for the open
space.

Mr. Johnston: He described the
terms of the sale of the zoo, saying it
must stay a zoo for five years after the
sale. �The township does not want to
be in the zoo business. We�ve taken
steps to condemn the property and keep
it a passive park. We�ve been ap-
proached about a number of other deals
down there. The topography down there
does not really lend itself to active
recreation.�

Mrs. Iammatteo: �We had a task
force look at the best use of the prop-
erty last winter. That was what their
recommendation was to council.�

Mrs. Coronato: �If you�re talking
about open spaces, this is the perfect
place to preserve open spaces.� She
said they did not want to demolish
what they called the historic Frazee
house on the property. �We would like
to make [the expense] to the taxpayer,
nothing.�

The Times: Reportedly, the fair mar-
ket price of the property will be de-
cided by a three-member court panel,
in mid-November.

The Times: Current state law re-
quires that contracts for township
projects and equipment purchases be
awarded to the �lowest responsible
bidder.� What�s your take on this
policy?

Mr. Festa: �It should stay just the
way it is. There�s nothing wrong with
that. I bid on public projects.�

Mrs. Samuel: �I think it�s probably
a good idea that the language be taken
out.�

Mr. Bromley: He noted that he was
a contract lawyer. The lowest bidder
can often be eliminated, he said, with
some research into whether the bidder

can live up to the contract. �The job of
the council is to put out that informa-
tion so that any person in the commu-
nity can make the same decision.�

Mrs. Iammatteo: �I�d love to see
the state come up with a better plan �
come up with a better criteria.� She
said from working in state government,
she knows that sometimes the lowest
bidder does not always fulfill the re-
quirements.

Mr. Johnston: He described what
he called the �living hell� of working
with lowest bidders and said it cost the
township $1 million more to finish
work on senior citizen housing corpo-
ration. He said he wants �some flex-
ibility for municipalities� to �weed out
the less than responsible bidder.�

The Times: Why are you running for
office and what are your qualifications?

Mr. Festa: �I am running to reduce
the taxes and make government more
user-friendly.� He said he raised his
two children in the township, spent one
term on the Board of Education and is
Union County Chairman of the state
Conservative Party.

Mr. Bromley: �The reason I started
in all this...was Park Place.� (This was
a proposal for expanded shopping and
a Drug Fair at the Park Place diner site
that was shot down by objections from
residents.) He cited dwindling land
use in the township as a primary con-
cern.

Mr. Donatelli: �I�m running because
of my love of the town.� He said he was
born and raised in the township and
was a registered Republican for 40
years before running in the election as
a Democrat.

Mrs. Samuel: �Scotch Plains is a
great place to live and I want it to stay
that way.�

Mrs. Iammatteo: �Giving back to
the town.�

Mr. Johnston: He said he lived in
the township for 33 years and volun-
teered a lot of time with the Jaycees,
served 20 years on the planning board,
40 years in the business world in man-
agement and councilman for five years.
�I think I bring an important business
perspective to the council because
sometimes you get tied down in the
bureaucracy and forget why you were
even there or where you were going.�

Mrs. Iammatteo: �I bring a differ-
ent perspective. I ran a business, five
bridal shops, for 13 years. I�ve been on
the Board of Adjustment for 10 years.
I served on the Board of Education �
it�s a policy-making arena.� She said it
is another way of giving back to the
town where she has lived for 23 years.

Mrs. Coronato: She said she lived
in the township for 21 years, was a
�stay-at-home mom,� and has been a
very active volunteer. She served on
the Planning Board and Board of Ad-
justment in the township and was ap-
pointed to the state Board of Human
Services by Governor Thomas Kean. �I
will be a full-time council person,� she
concluded.

Seven Candidates Vie
For Three Council Seats

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-6

Franklin P. Donatelli
Scotch Plains

Township Council
Democrat

Occupation �

Education �

Experience �

Superintendent of maintainence and engineering at
Runnells Specialized  Hospital, retired; General con-
tracting business, retired

Graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Attended Florida Southern College

Author of three children�s books; United States Army
veteran, Special Weapons project; life-long township
resident

Platform � Efficient, open, responsive and practical government;
preserve the past; plan for the future

Gail Iammatteo
Scotch Plains

Township Council
Republican

Occupation �

Education �

Experience �

Deputy Executive Director of the New Jersey Real Estate
Commission. Formerly owned and managed five bridal
stores

B.S. from Richmond College/CUNY, Staten Island; 23-
year township resident

Chair township Board of Adjustment;  Union County
Vo-Tech School Board; Cultural Arts Committee

Platform � Open government; open space and parks; control ex-
penses while maintaining services

Robert Johnston
Scotch Plains

Township Council
Republican

Occupation �

Education �

Experience �

Management with Bell Telephone, AT&T and Exxon,
retired

Providence Country Day School; attended Hobart Col-
lege

Township Mayor 1995; Council since 1993; Planning
Board 20 years; Council Liaison to Senior Housing
Corporation; 33-year resident

Platform � Control government expenses while maintaining fiscal
responsibility; open government; continue exploring
senior citizen programs

Paulette Coronato
Scotch Plains

Township Council
Republican

Occupation �

Education �

Experience �

Homemaker

Graduate of Ursuline Academy, Bethesda, Maryland;
Associate Arts, Immaculata College of Washington,
D.C.; 21-year township resident

Chair State Board of  Human Services; President County
and state Medical Society Auxiliary; Township Plan-
ning Board; Board of Adjustment

Platform � Open government, open spaces, ball field, control ex-
penses  and maintain services, preserve residential small
town character of township

Geri Morgan Samuel
Scotch Plains

Township Council
Democrat

Occupation �

Education �

Experience �

Former legal assistant

B.A. in Political Science, Kean University
Graduate of Westfield High School

Board of Directors, New Jersey Intergenerational Or-
chestra; Executive board, Congregation Beth Israel,
Scotch Plains; President YM/YWHA, Union

Platform � Efficient, open, responsive government; preserve the
past; plan for the future

Tarquin Jay Bromley
Scotch Plains

Township Council
Democrat

Occupation �

Education �

Experience �

Attorney in private practice specializing in labor and
employment; former New York Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral; former Colorado Public Defender

B.A. in Political Science, Fairleigh Dickinson Univer-
sity; Graduate; University of Denver Law School

Coles Elementary School PTA; New Jersey and Ameri-
can Bar Associations; American Trial Lawyers Associa-
tion; Historic Preservation Society

Platform � Efficient, open government; preserve the past; plan for
the future

Suppliers of Quality Building Materials

Call (908) 241-4338
100 Faitoute Ave., Roselle Park, NJ

Mon-Fri 7:30 AM � 6:00 PM
Thursday 7:30 AM � 8:00 PM
Saturday 8:00 AM � 3:00 PM

Now as clients request more, you can give them more. The list of options
goes on and on. Higher performance rating? Extruded aluminum clad
exterior, and all furniture-finish wood interior? OK. Visit our showroom.

Scotch Plains Building Permit Fees Eliminated
For the Disabled; Street Name Change Finalized
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil adopted an ordinance Tuesday, that
changes the fee schedule of a building

and housing code that has been in ef-
fect since 1978. The amendment al-
lows that no person with a disability
will be charged for a construction per-
mit that provides accessibility to a pri-

vate home. It also states that no sibling
or parent of a disabled person will be
charged a construction permit fee to
alter a home. The public hearing is
scheduled for this ordinance on Tues-

day, November 10.
Another ordinance was adopted on

first reading that revokes an earlier
ordinance adopted on June 23 to change
the name of Clifford Street to Shalom
Way. The earlier ordinance was re-
voked when residents objected to the
name change. Under the new ordi-
nance, both street names will be used
to name the street. Anyone referring to
this street can use either name or both
names. Also, the ordinance stated that
Congregation Beth Israel is authorized
to change its street address 18 Shalom
Way.

In other business, the township ap-
proved an ordinance to lease Jerseyland
Community Park, located along Jerusa-
lem Road, to be used for leaf dumping
and composting.

In other business, Mayor Joan Papen
encouraged residents to take their chil-
dren �trick or treating� on Friday night
instead of Halloween. She said traffic
and safety were the issues. She said on
Thursday, October 29, Scotch Plains
will hold a Halloween Parade, starting
at 6 p.m., in the municipal lot and
ending at Park Middle School�s park-
ing lot. She added that a magic show is
scheduled to begin at 7 p.m., after the
parade.

In other business Councilman
Marks, Liaison to the Fire Department
announced a new program called
HELP, which stands for Help Evacuate
Little People. Councilman Marks said
the program will allow residents to
schedule an appointment with a
firefighter, who will come to a home
and offer advice on how best to evacu-
ate that specific house, where to install
fire detectors and carbon monoxide
detectors, how to properly make a 911
call and also look for potential hazards
in the house. Residents can call Chief
Jonathan Ellis or the township to sched-
ule an appointment.

This new lease agreement will run
from Sunday, November 1, of this year
to April 2000.

In other business, Mayor Joan Papen
read a proclamation to mark the 65th
anniversary of the College Club of
Scotch Plains Fanwood. First Vice-
President, Carol Rizzo, accepted the
proclamation creating a college club
week in November.

At the beginning of Tuesday�s coun-
cil meeting a moment of silence was
observed for Cheryl Lee, the daughter
of Robert Lee, a former Scotch Plains
Township police officer.
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Maryanne S. Connelly
Congress
District 7
Democrat

Occupation �

Education �

Experience �

Borough of Fanwood Mayor for three years. AT&T
Human Resources Executive, retired

B.S. from Nutrition College of Saint Elizabeth; M.B.A.
from Fairleigh Dickinson University

Fanwood Council nine years, President; Police Commis-
sioner; liasion to  SP-F Board of Education; Planning
Board; governor�s School Voucher Task Force

Platform � Use budget surplus for Social Security Trust Fund;
expand health care; more money for education; favors
campaign finance reforms

Bob Franks
Congress
District 7

Republican
Occupation �

Education �

Experience �

Currently serving his third term representing New Jersey�s
7th Congressional District. Serves on House Budget and
House Transportation & Infrastructure Committees

Summit High School graduate; B.A. from DePauw
University, Greencastle, Indiana; J.D. from  Southern
Methodist University, Dallas

NJ General Assembly 1979 to 1992; Chair Assembly
Policy and Rules Committee; Republican State Chair-
man; House Travel and Tourism Caucus

Platform � Tax cuts, preserve Social Security Trust Fund and bal-
anced budget; end HMO abuses; improve rail transpor-
tation  for residents of Central New Jersey.

More Bios
On Page A-6

From Our Pumpkin to Your Pumpkin...
Have a Safe Halloween!

Westfield Tax Collector�s
Office Extends Hours
On Monday, Nov. 2

The office of the tax collector
will be open from 7 to 9 p.m. on
Monday, November 2, in addi-
tion to the regular office hours of
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Former Mayor and Business Entrepreneur
H. Emerson Thomas: A Westfield Legend

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

�I always ran it like a business.� And
a successful business at that.

That�s how former Westfield Mayor
and long-time business entrepreneur
H. Emerson Thomas tackled three terms
as Mayor and another two as Council-
man. �You always plan ahead, to do it
properly,� he advised.

Mr. Thomas, known as �Em� since
he won�t reveal his first name � except
to say he was named after his grandfa-
ther � engineered the financing of the
present town hall complex for Westfield
in the early 1950s.

�When Charlie Bailey left [office as
Mayor] on December 31, 1953, and I
came in on January 1, 1954, we didn�t
owe anything on the building. I planned
it that way,� Mr. Thomas revealed.

In gathering the $750,000 to build a
new colonial-style town hall, the Town
Council appropriated money from sur-
plus capital over several years and lastly
issued $200,000 in notes to make the
plan a reality.

The plan included selling the old
municipal building on Prospect Street
and former library at East Broad Street
and Mountain Avenue, Mr. Thomas
said. Earlier, the Council purchased

property beside Mindowaskin Park for
the new town hall from developers who
wanted to put apartments on the very
same spot.

According to Mr. Thomas, the state
of New Jersey later commended
Westfield for its sound fiscal planning
on the town hall project.

For his many contributions to the
town�s welfare over the years, the nearly
96-year-old Mr. Thomas was honored
Monday with a �Faith in Westfield�
award by the Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce during its 50th anniver-
sary celebration.

Often described as the exemplary
�Mr. Westfield,� Mr. Thomas is a long-
time member of the Chamber who head-
quarters his numerous businesses at a
downtown address. Former County
Freeholder and Westfield Councilman
Arthur Fried introduced his friend Mr.
Thomas to Chamber guests, describing
him as, �the pride of Westfield.�

When the Chamber, United States
Congress and State Legislature hon-
ored Mr. Thomas with awards for his
service to the town during the dinner
event, he said, �I can�t believe this is all
happening. I did everything because I
love Westfield. I never did things so I�d
have a special dinner like this.� The
150-member group rose to applaud their
guest of honor.

�I hope I�ll have many more years to
help Westfield,� Mr. Thomas added.

Asked earlier about his many accom-
plishments and contributions to town
organizations over the years, Mr. Tho-
mas admitted, �I never shirked taking
on a responsibility. I want to have things
to do. The worst thing is to have nothing
to do.�

Thus explains a life of swirling activ-
ity for Mr. Thomas, whose father moved
his family of seven children, including
9-year-old Em, from upstate New York
to Oklahoma City in pursuit of �black
gold� during the earliest part of the
century. By 1929, Mr. Thomas was
returning to New York as the Eastern
Sales Representative for the Phillips
Petroleum Company with a university
degree in business and his wife Helen.

Thirteen years later, Mr. Thomas
struck out on his own with the purchase
of 12 small companies that all manu-
factured gas for home heating from coal

and oil. �Some of them I bought for a
hundred dollars,� he admitted. That
was 1942.

Within a year�s time, he had turned
around the failing companies by con-
verting them to propane fuel providers,
extracting propane from natural gas,
and making $100,000 in profit. He had
offices from Maine to South Carolina.

At the same time, when he saw the
end of the second World War draw near,
he put in an order to manufacturers for
50 railroad tank cars, to be delivered
after wartime restrictions were lifted.
Sure enough, planning ahead put him
first in line for the first 50 cars out of the
factory after the war.

With his own railroad tank cars, Mr.
Thomas could deliver fuel and under the
law, the railroad companies had to pay
him for the use of his private cars. Mr.
Thomas had discovered that one of the
most efficient ways to store and trans-
port propane was in liquid form. One
cubic foot of cold, liquid propane would
become 270 cubic feet of heated fuel.

Mr. Thomas found he could buy sul-
fur cheaply as a by-product from a boom-
ing car manufacturing industry in De-
troit, and use the chemical in process-
ing propane. He also bought propane as
a by-product from the oil refining in-
dustry.

Coal, oil and kerosene were virtually
eliminated from the home heating fuel
market, Mr. Thomas said. His compa-
nies became the largest producers of
natural gas. The customer count rose
from 200,000 to 20 million.

Later on, Mr. Thomas saved a friend
from ruin and bought his ten 200-foot
long barges working the Mississippi
River, and still rents the barges out
today for grain transport.

Throughout this time, Mr. Thomas
said he served as a fuel transportation
consultant for Federal and state govern-
ments and national fuel associations,
and authored several books on the sub-
ject.

He made the time to direct the
Westfield and Frost Valley YMCAs,
the Westfield Community Center, the
United Fund, Children�s Specialized
Hospital, the United States Junior
Chamber of Commerce, found The
Westfield Foundation, join Rotary and
serve as Mayor and Councilman.

Mr. Thomas also raised two sons in
Westfield and traveled widely with his
wife. He said that on their 25th wed-
ding anniversary, he and Mrs. Thomas
agreed to take one trip abroad every
year after that � and they did � total-
ing up visits to 105 countries on five
continents. He said the most tranquil
spot he visited was Bali and one of the
most interesting industrialized coun-
tries was Germany.

On a trip to India in the 1960s, he was
seated next to the Prime Minister. A trip
to China was foiled by illness � but his
baggage went on to China, Mr. Thomas
mused. In France, he said he amazed
factory workers with instant photos of
themselves from one of the first Polaroid
cameras.

�I was always crazy to do something
different,� Mr. Thomas remarked.

In 1990, Oklahoma City University
recognized Mr. Thomas with an Honor-
ary Doctorate of Humane Letters.

�He�s a very, very happy man,� Mr.
Fried said about his friend of over 40
years. �Em believes in service to the
public.�

�I try to be practical,� Mr. Thomas
concluded.

speed@westfieldnj.com 908-654-4100 (24 hrs)
http://whttp://whttp://whttp://whttp://westfestfestfestfestfieldnj.comieldnj.comieldnj.comieldnj.comieldnj.com

322-7542

Biggest little
music store in

Jersey--Hey

Please!!
No Tapes or CDs
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• Controlling Property Taxes  • Five Year Capital Improvement for Roads, Sewers, Parks and Fields
• Jitney Service for Commuters and Senior Citizens • Efficient Customer-Focused Municipal Services

• Improve Public Safely • Resolution of Parking Issues at Railroad Station and Central Business District
 • Work With Legislators to Revamp Flight Patterns out of Newark Airport and to Prohibit the use of Train Whistles.
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VOTE FOR GAIL ON NOV. 3rd
Paid for by Friends of Gail Vernick, Mike Fox, Treasurer, 555 Westfield Ave, Westfield, NJ

April 1998April 1996 September 1998 July 1998

April 1998 September 1998 August 1998 October 1998

Congressman Franks
Lauds Mrs. Vernick�s
Initiative For Senior

Tax Relief Legislation

Councilwoman Vernick
Committed to Bringing

A Jitney Service for
Commuters and Seniors

Neighborhood Watch  Is
Bolstered by Gail�s

Initiative To Give 9-1-1
Phones To Mail Carriers

Mrs. Vernick Updates
1995 Pedestrian Signs
to NJDOT Approved

Flexstake Safety Signs

Crossing Guards
Equipped with 9-1-1

Emergency Phones at
Zero Cost to Tax Payers

Scouts Encouraged By
Mrs. Vernick To Write
Safety Ordinances To

Protect Westfield�s Youth

Gail Supports Efforts
of Neighborhood
During Unity Day

Celebration

Councilwoman Vernick
Brings First Farmers�
Market to Westfield

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

October 15, 1998
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Letters to the Editor

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN�

By Michael S. Goldberger

Beloved:
Emancipation Proclamation
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Hopefully �Undecided� Voters Will Opt
To Go to Polls Tuesday for Local Races

This Tuesday is an important day for Americans as
we go to the election polls to choose the candidates
who we believe will best represent us. The right to
vote should not be taken lightly. In the weeks leading
up to this election, this newspaper has been taking the
�pulse� of the voting electorate. With the high num-
ber of people who said they are undecided on who to
vote for, there is a concern that these people won�t
vote. That would be extremely unfortunate, consider-
ing the importance of this year�s races.

As part of our annual pre-election issue, this
week�s edition includes stories and biographies of
candidates in the four communities we cover, as
well as a story summarizing races in surrounding
suburban towns here in Union County. We have
also included articles on the new computerized
election machines being unveiled this year in
Westfield, Fanwood, Mountainside and Kenilworth,
as well as a story on the public questions on the
ballot this year.

This fall, Westfield is witnessing a three-way battle
for Mayor, as well as races in all of the town�s four
wards. Democrats, who won the Mayor�s race and
two seats on the council in 1996, are hoping to pick
up seats in the first and second wards this year.
Republicans hold a 6-3 edge on the governing body.

Neighboring Mountainside is witnessing a race this

year, as Democrats try to gain seats on the six-
member, currently all-Republican Borough Council
for the first time in the community�s history. Demo-
crats are also trying to make a dent in Scotch Plains,
where Republicans have a 5-0 majority.

Republicans are hoping to make headway in
Fanwood, where Democrats have a 4-3 edge on the
governing body. The party�s biggest challenge, though,
is in the race for seats on the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders. Republicans have been swept in
Freeholder races the last three years, resulting in a
switch from a 5-4 GOP majority to the current 9-0
majority for the Democrats.

Also of interest as President Bill Clinton marks the
mid-term of his second term, is the Seventh Congres-
sional District race between three-term Republican
incumbent Bob Franks of Berkeley Heights and
challenger Maryanne S. Connelly, the Democratic
Mayor of Fanwood.

For the past few years, this newspaper has not
made political endorsements. We believe the only real
endorsement is that of the voters. So, in this issue, we
have done our best to give our readership an under-
standing of who is running for what position and
where they stand on the issues.

We urge all to vote so that their voices are heard this
election day.

3 popcorns
It was H.L. Mencken who suggested

that no one ever went broke underesti-
mating the intelligence (or taste) of the
American people. But how about overes-
timating?

With the first week�s gross receipts in,
it appears The Walt Disney Company
and producer/actress Oprah Winfrey may
have done just that in bringing author
Toni Morrison�s Beloved to the screen.

While literate, humanistic and his-
torically important, director Jonathan
Demme�s beautifully filmed adaptation
of the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel fin-
ished 5th in the attendance stakes, three
full slots behind Bride of Chucky. No
literary slouches themselves, the Chucky
people have apparently read their
Mencken.

Truth be told, this is a large and ambi-
tious effort, a highly cerebral art film
wrapped in big movie trappings. Its
scorching, unrelenting focus on a family
of ex-slaves just shortly before and after
the Civil War is a compelling, thought-
provoking call to conscience.

Delivered with the supernatural cant,
Ms. Morrison wielded in her book in
order to impart emotions and truths that
defied mortal explanation, the compli-
cated work is thick with abstraction and
metaphor.

African mysticism snakes its way through
the fibers of the script. Highly unsettling
apparitions, which go bump in the day as
well as the night, decry the unthinkable
horrors of the slave experience.

Rachel Portman�s haunting, drumbeat-
and-chanting score underscores the por-
tentous doings.

In short, it won�t play in Peoria. At
least not until it�s available on video-
tape, when the Peorians can press pause
during its very demanding, near-three-
hour length.

But for those inclined to invest the
time and mental energy, Beloved prom-
ises a night at the bijou not quite like any
other movie-going experience.

It is a shocking look-see, conceived by
an uncompromising intellectual of the
first magnitude.

We are introduced to Sethe, the run-
away slave who, with her three children,
settles as a free woman in Ohio with her
mother-in-law, the much-loved Baby Suggs
(superbly created by Beah Richards). A
hopeful old gal full of practical and meta-
physical wisdom, Baby is legend among
the emancipated black community for her
uplifting, woodland sermons.

Sethe is not quite so positive. Por-
trayed with a sincere dedication that
supplements what she might be lacking
in thespic ability, Ms. Winfrey�s Sethe is
a perplexing mass of bad memories and
haunting fears.

Like her conscience- tortured Holo-
caust analogy in Sophie�s Choice, the
scarred soul harbors a dark, deep secret.
Yet she protects a small and carefully
nurtured wish, determined to make a life
for herself and her children. But, the
question is agonizingly pondered through-
out the film: Can one look to the future
with any kind of hope when the horrid
past seems so irreconcilable?

The well-traveled road in front of
Sethe�s house is ripe with life�s passing
pageant and full of possibilities, good
and bad. And one day it brings a face
from home� one that�s been wandering
the roads for 18 years.

It�s Paul D., a garrulous and kindly man
magnificently played by Danny Glover.
He is Sethe�s brother-in-law. And his
timely arrival forces Sethe to face the
facts: that the man she married in a slave
ceremony back on the plantation is prob-
ably lost to the ages, never to be reunited
with wife and children. This realization
makes the visitor a proper suitor.

Paul D. is warned that Sethe�s house
is haunted, but remains undaunted in his
romantic zeal. The affair that ensues is
the most sensitive and understanding
take on love among the middle-aged set
since Streep and Eastwood paired off in
The Bridges Of Madison County.

But of course, there are the usual, as
well as unusual, problems. Among the
more expected issues, Sethe�s teen-aged
daughter, Denver (nicely exacted by Kim-

berly Elise), is jealous of the attentions
Paul D. is diverting away from her.

But just when Glover�s character seems
to be assuaging daughter dear, the resi-
dent ghost starts making known its ob-
jections to the romantic interloper.

It is Denver�s contention that the angry
spirit is her sister who died in infancy.

It�s at this point that the story really
turns up the weird quotient. Enter stage
left, Beloved (wonderfully realized by
Thandie Newton).

Emerging from a nearby lake as if
rising up from the primordial ooze, the
beautiful young woman is dressed in
black and covered with bugs. Walking
like it�s a completely new experience,
she is a study in precariousness. The title
character babbles, grunts, and snorts like
a dyspeptic baby (but wait, the full litany
of bad health habits is yet to come).
Somehow, she makes her way to the
house.

Sethe and Denver are mysteriously
drawn to this presence and almost imme-
diately accept her as their own. Paul D. is
confounded by the curious turn of events.

Acting as the writer�s spiritual varia-
tion on the deus ex machina, Beloved�s
visit brings profound and psychological
baggage to the fore, setting several of the
tale�s major and minor impetuses in
motion.

Nothing is told simply or simply told
in Mr. Demme�s filmic translation of
Toni Morrison�s deeply poetic saga.

If there�s an oblique way to purvey a
concept, then that�s how it�s done. And
while this heavy shadowing may serve to
symbolically echo the ambiguity con-
fused former slaves are faced with in post
abolition America, a more direct telling
may have made this story more palpable
for the Peorians in us all. In this form,
Beloved earns our respect, but not neces-
sarily our love.

Perhaps the movie studio could im-
prove its numbers by offering a free
master�s degree in literature via corre-
spondence course for every ticket sold to
Beloved. Seeing this challenging motion
picture would be an apt first assignment.

*  *  *  *  *
Beloved, rated R, is a Touchstone

Pictures release directed by Jonathan
Demme and stars Oprah Winfrey, Danny
Glover and Thandie Newton. Running
time: 172 minutes.

HAZARD - HAZARD
A GUESS

Most people would not hazard a
guess that the word hazard, which
currently means �danger,� was origi-
nally an Arabic word for the imple-
ments used in one of today�s most
popular casino gambling games.
Gamble along with us as we �make
our point.�

The trail of this hazardous etymol-
ogy begins with the Arabic word al-
zhar meaning �the die,� the kind that
people roll at the crap tables (we are
on a roll). The game played with the
al-zhar, and the word to describe
these dotted cubes, was probably
brought to Europe by Crusaders re-
turning from the Holyland. Later,
the French exported the game to
England where it was called �crabs�
and later �craps.� (We shall save that
for another column.)

Since the anglicized version of
hazard took on the related sense of
�danger,� it is entirely appropriate
that we issue the following warn-
ings: Dice games can be hazardous
to your financial health, Play at your
own risk, and, finally, Don�t go for
broke!

Special Program Could
Halt Drunk Driving

Drinking and driving has become a
large problem in our society. Many feel
that they can drive drunk and nothing
will happen to them. They think that
drinking doesn�t affect their driving. This
is wrong � everyone is affected by alco-
hol.

There are many programs to discour-
age people from drinking and driving.
But, unfortunately, over 20 percent of all
traffic accidents are caused by drunk
drivers. This problem is all around us.

I know many of my peers in Westfield
drive home drunk every weekend and
don�t think twice about it. Even more
frightening to think about is how many of
their friends get in the car with them.

Having a safe ride program available
to people could be a big help. The safe
ride program provides a sober ride home
and it might save someone�s life. If more
people called for a safe ride, the acci-
dents on the road would be reduced
greatly.

The safe ride program is not only the
safest way for a drunk person to get
home, but it also could save the life of an
innocent person on the road. I feel that
many parents could do a great deal for
this program and should try to get in-
volved with it. If parents and their chil-
dren work together to plan a safe ride
program, it could be a big success.

In my opinion, a safe ride program
would be a great addition to the
Westfield community, and I urge people
to consider it.

Meghan Flynn
Westfield

Television Violence Can Impact
Moral Development of Children

The average American child will
watch 8,000 murders and 100,000 acts
of violence on television before finish-
ing elementary school. These numerous
hours of violence on television can con-
tribute to increased aggressiveness in
children.

For most children, television life and
real life are the same. All children are
visual learners, therefore, they take in
both positive and negative aspects of
television shows. At a young age, chil-
dren can�t fully comprehend the differ-
ences between right and wrong, so many
will model the violent actions of charac-
ters on a show because they see it as
being accepted.

Programs that portray violence very
realistically and frequently with no con-
sequences are the ones that children are
more likely to imitate. Soon, children
will gradually learn to accept violence
as a way of solving their problems.

A national survey of elementary
school teachers found that many chil-
dren seemed to be confused about the
difference between fantasy and reality,
and they felt it was okay to use physical
violence because the turtles use it on the
cartoon �Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles.�

Another survey conducted by Leonard
Eron, who chairs the APA Commission
on Violence and Youth and spent 36
years researching television violence,
found that those who watched more
violent television were convicted of more
serious crimes and were more aggres-
sive towards their children.

The television and its programs are
powerful devices that should be watched
with caution. Television will have an

�Fifty-seven channels and nothing on�
sang Bruce Springsteen. Media is
flooded with �infomercials� and mire.
Search the net for French apple pie and
end up at the foreign legion. The baking
never gets done. That�s the challenge
today with information and the media.
There�s a storm of it.

But, much is useless; its �El Nino
Nothing.� Further confusing, it�s not
what is said, but what is not said.

Locally, what should be said about
education, about parking, about pocket
parks and open spaces, about voting and
taxes, about community involvement?
And who�s going to be the first to say it?
Not you or me. For if we did, complex
matters would need to be peeled open
beforehand.

In doing so, you�d want to be con-
structive; but some of your opinions
could be wrong. Then, you�d take the
heat. And you�re trapped. If you don�t
express your views, then do you have a
right to criticize?

You�ve asked on education: �Is it for
the kids, for the administrators, or for
the teachers union? Whose interests are
really being furthered? If the mayors
and council persons are the leaders of
our communities, shouldn�t they lead in
discussing school system issues? Is it
money that makes the difference in test
scores?

�And, where is the state going to get

the $5 billion proposed for renovating
schools? And, will they spend this money
on your schools? Is it good enough to
beat the national average in test scores,
yet get pummeled by the Europeans in
mathematics proficiency?�

In Westfield, many officials and resi-
dents want a parking deck downtown.
You�ve asked, �Who is it for, the shop-
pers, the store workers, the new na-
tional stores, the commuters? Where is
it to be located, how much is it to cost,
who is to pay for it? Can traffic patterns
and pedestrian safety concerns stand it?
Does it meet the needs of shoppers if
they must walk two blocks, given that
parking is currently available within
two blocks?

�What�s a jitney? If it�s for the new
national stores, to make sure they earn
enough profit to stay, isn�t this like
Steinbrenner and the Yankees, whereby
they want the New York City public to
build them a new stadium so they can
earn the profit they deserve?

�Didn�t Lord & Taylor invest in its
own parking? If it�s for the commuters,
what�s wrong with the NJ Transit offer?

�What�s a pocket park and whose
money is paying for it? If grass and trees
are good, why does Westfield want to
spend $71,000 to cut trees down and
pave over grass at Tamaques Park for 71
parking spaces, then spend $200,000 in
pocket park money to promote parks,
trees and grass in the town?

�And without bathrooms, maybe
that�s why it�s called a pocket park. Can
Scotch Plains officials succeed in con-
verting the zoo property to a township
park with pocket park money against
strong commercial interests?�

You can say what you want in private
by voting on Tuesday, November 3. For
Westfielders, December 15 is also a big
day, as the school system is presenting
a $11.7 million bond referendum.

You can say whether you support this
bond or not in private in the voting
booths. You can say what you want in
public by contacting this newspaper.
Communication and good information
are essential for addressing important
and inevitable issues for the betterment
of our communities.

Send your views by e-mail to
horace@goleader.com

By HORACE R. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

horace@goleader.com

Challenge of Information Today
Is Making Effective Use of It
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Letters to the Editor

Westfield Residents Call School Sign
In Front of Home A �Monstrosity�

We are writing this letter as a caution-
ary tale to the residents of Westfield.

In late August, we returned home from
vacation to find an enormous, flashing
school sign topped with a huge solar
panel erected in front of our house.

We were never consulted or notified

about either the planning, placement,
type or size of the sign to be erected. This
monstrosity just appeared one day on our
front lawn. It greatly impacts on both the
aesthetics and property value of our home.

This is now not the house we were
attracted to and purchased.

However, the real shame of the situa-
tion is that the sign does not do what it is
supposed to do. It is positioned too close
to the intersection to be effective. Cars
and trucks travel down Mountain Av-
enue too fast and end up seeing the sign
too late.

We have contacted our councilman,
along with the rest of the Town Council,
the town engineer and the mayor to try to
solve this problem.

We find it very interesting that in a
town such as Westfield that prides itself
on its image � we have strict guidelines
regarding business signs, we are consid-
ering limits on the placement of newspa-
per boxes on corners, we now have an
exterior maintenance code � a huge sign
can be dropped on a taxpayers front lawn
without any warning.

Would the mayor or any of the council
members like and accept a sign like this
suddenly dropped in front of their houses?
We don�t think so! Considering the high
property taxes we pay, we believe we
deserve better treatment. We believe we
are now entitled to a property tax de-
crease due to the devaluation of our
property.

On October 16, in a local newspaper,
one of the mayoral candidates said, �One
of the most important functions of town
government is to provide clear, accurate
and timely communications between the
town and the residents of the community.
Leadership is not just telling people
things. Listening is also a key ingredient
to successful leadership.�

We believe there are alternative sites
for the placement of the sign that would
also make it more effective. Is anybody
listening?

Phyllis and William Brown
Westfield

effect on children which may be seen
immediately or, in some cases, in their
future.

Parents need to make it very clear to
their children about the realism of vio-
lence on television, and that these acts
are not the best way to resolve prob-
lems.

This is not a small issue which should
be ignored or denied, because the life of
a child is never small, and if violent
television has a negative effect on them,
then society needs to wake up and find
better methods to help these children.

Katie Valley
Westfield

Sharing Talents and Skills Volunteers
Praised for Generosity, Dedication

This month, the Westfield Public
Schools are commemorating the volun-
teers who make our Sharing Talents and
Skills (STS) program possible.

This program, in its 21st year in the
district, brings the careers, experiences,
talents and travels of volunteers into the
classroom. Every week of the school
year, you can find eager adults sharing
their knowledge with students in kinder-
garten through 12th grade.

Most of our volunteers are parents in
the district, who volunteer in the begin-
ning of the school year. Through a direc-
tory sent to all our teachers, the speaker
presentations are made available dis-
trict-wide. Since mid-September, there
have been 31 classroom presentations
coordinated through STS.

More than 70 new speakers have vol-
unteered and a new directory which will
list their names and talents will be avail-
able for the teachers in the district in the
next few weeks.

As a result of generous volunteers who
give up their time from the office or home
to speak to our students, this program has
become a model for other districts. In the

last two weeks, I received a phone call
from a district in Union County and one
in Minnesota for information about how
to get an STS program started in their
schools.

We were also a model for one intro-
duced by the Union County Superinten-
dent of Schools in conjunction with the
Union County Chamber of Commerce.

Thanks again to all our volunteers for
making this program possible.

For those who have not yet volun-
teered but would like to do so, it�s not
too late.

Please call the STS office at (908)
789-4463.

Lorre Korecky
Coordinator, STS

Westfield Public Schools

Former Local Residents
Still Love Scotch Plains

My husband, daughter and I decided
to pay a visit to Scotch Plains after an
absence of 18 months.

We moved to Scotch Plains as a
bride and groom after George com-
pleted his tour of duty (35 missions
over Germany) with the 8th Air Force
as a pilot of a B-17 Bomber during
World War II.

Our daughter completed her elemen-
tary and high school years in Scotch
Plains and also purchased a home in
�our� town after she graduated college
and was out in the working world.

In April, we all decided to move to
North Carolina, which also happens to
be a beautiful state. When one retires,
sometimes it�s time to move on and we
were fortunate that our daughter elected
to leave her job to join us in the Tar
Heel State where she again found ex-
cellent employment � thanks to her
formative years in Scotch Plains.

The three of us visited Scotch Plains
last week and as we drove down Park
Avenue, I realized all over again, what
a pretty little town Scotch Plains is.

I think the gazebo is a really nice
addition to the center of town. We
didn�t get a chance to see it, but I
understand there is a �bust� of Charlie
Meyer near the fire house in back of the
Municipal Building.

I�m sorry I missed that, because I
knew Charlie when I was employed by
the township as an assistant township
clerk with Helen Reidy back in the
middle 1950s. Ahh, what wonderful
memories. In fact, I still subscribe to
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

We may have moved out of state, but
Scotch Plains still has a special place
in our hearts. There is one thing we
don�t miss, and that is snow shoveling
and grass cutting. Everything here is
natural.

Pearl L. Battschinger
Sanford, North Carolina

Celebrate Halloween
Saturday, Not Friday

Finally, October 31 is a Saturday this
year!

The food store reminds us, �Don�t
forget. Buy extra Halloween candy, you�ll
have more trick or treaters this year.�

Since it�s dad�s day off, he can take the
kids block by block and get first dibs on
the Milky Ways. And, he can get an
earlier start.

Mom can stay at home to answer the
door with goodies for the little ghosts and
goblins instead of being out with her
own.

If mom works, she doesn�t need to beg
the boss to get out early. And, most
friends and neighbors with Halloween
spirit who don�t have children won�t be
making the mad dash home at rush hour
to catch the few remaining stragglers
who actually do go door-to-door much
past dark.

But wait, The Times reported, �Town-
ship Officials Say Celebrate Halloween
on Friday.�

I didn�t realize that Scotch Plains had
a township official who held the position
of �The Grinch Who Stole Halloween!�

Cathy Smith
Scotch Plains

High School Student Feels School Day
Should Start Later Than 7:30 a.m.

At Westfield High School, hundreds
of students arrive at school as early as
7:30 a.m. For many of us, this is too early.
Other schools in our country have real-
ized that this is too early for kids our age
to be properly functioning.

In Edina, Minnesota, the early morn-
ing 7:20 a.m. start was moved to 8:30
a.m., and teachers and students both
agree that the change was beneficial for
everyone. Teachers contested that stu-
dents were paying more attention in class,
and higher grades were earned. The
school nurse agreed that there were fewer
visits to the nurse from students as well.

Studies show that the extra hour of
sleep that students would be getting is
beneficial because it is that hour of sleep
that makes a person feel like they�ve had
a well-rested night. Feeling well-rested

is important for teenagers because sleep
is the time when your brain stores away
all the information it has processed
throughout the day.

Without enough sleep, students can�t
concentrate properly, or have the energy
necessary to have a fulfilled day. Many
accidents are caused by sleep deprivation,
and more than 50 million Americans are
sleep deprived. That leads to a very high
rate for accidents in our town alone.

I suggest that our town call for a later
start for the high school, so all of our town
schools are starting at the same time.
Even though the change wouldn�t affect
our graduating class, without the later
start, future students may be missing out
on a valuable learning experience.

Maeve Turner
Westfield
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In 1996 Westfield Voters
Elected Candidates

With Fresh & Innovative Ideas.

Let�s Continue To Go Forward
✰ Re-Elect ✰
Mayor Tom

J A R D I M

Paid for by The Westfield Democratic Committee, David Haas, Treasurer, ??? Shackamaxon Drive, Westfield, NJ   07090

Working Hard To Get Things Done
http://members.home.net/westfield-dems

�Proven Record of Constituent Service
�Revitalized Our Downtown
�Invested In Our Parks & Fields
�Implemented A Program To Repair Our
Roads

�Adopted A Property Maintenance Code
And Shade Tree Ordinance

�Improved The Lives of Westfield
Commuters

�Held The Line On Property Taxes
�Advocates For Youth Programs and
Facilities

✰ Elect ✰

Councilman
John J.

Walsh

Third Ward

Councilman
Larry

Goldman

Fourth Ward

�Pro-Active Voice On Council
�An Intelligent and Common Sense
Approach To Town Issues

�Work For A More Responsive Town
Government

�Continue With Efforts To Improve
Our Roads & Playing Fields

�Dedicated To Solving Downtown
Parking Needs

For Council
Carl

Salisbury

First Ward

For Council
Joe

Stoner

Second Ward
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WESTFIELD GIRL SCOUTSWESTFIELD GIRL SCOUTSWESTFIELD GIRL SCOUTSWESTFIELD GIRL SCOUTSWESTFIELD GIRL SCOUTS

Girl Scouts Gear Up for Projects;
Sesasonal Activities in November

Written by Girl Scouts for Girl Scouts

Service has always been an impor-
tant part of Girl Scouting, and in this
coming month of November, there are
many service activities taking place
within the Westfield Girl Scout commu-
nity. So get ready, get set, let�s serve.

There is a meeting of all Senior Girl
Scout troops to be held on Tuesday,
November 3, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Westminster Hall of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield. All senior troops
are asked to attend.

A New Leader Community Organiza-
tion training session will take place on
Thursday, November 5, at 7:30 p.m. at
the home of Betty Riker, 641 Kimball
Avenue in Westfield. All new leaders
must attend this training session if they
have not previously attended. Please
call Mrs. Riker at (908) 233-5705 with
your reservation.

The first major service project of the
year, the Troops project, will begin on
Monday, November 2, and will run
through Friday, November 20. Westfield
Girl Scouts are working in conjunction
with the American Red Cross to provide
some holiday cheer to our servicemen
and women in Bosnia, Hungary, Kuwait
and Saudi Arabia.

Collection boxes will be present in
each elementary school and in the Ameri-
can Red Cross office at 321 Elm Street.
Items being collected include individu-
ally wrapped hard candies, seasonal
decorations to display in the mess halls
and tents, microwave popcorn, shelled
peanuts, cookies (well packed in tins),
coffee, teas, hot chocolate, videos, pa-
perback books, travel games, cassette
tapes, blank greeting cards, votive lights
and lunch bags for luminaria, and brown
wrapping paper for mailing.

The Westfield Girl Scout Community
urges all Girl Scouts and all residents to
contribute to this collection.

The second major service project be-
ing conducted by the Westfield Girl
Scouts is the Mitten Tree Project, which
begins on Monday, November 23, and
ends on Friday, December 11. Now in
its seventh consecutive year, the Mitten
Tree Project seeks to provide New
Jersey�s needy children and adults with
warm, new mittens, gloves, hats, scarves
and socks. A collection box will be
available in all Westfield elementary
schools. The Westfield community at
large is urged to contribute to this town-
wide project.

So that November wouldn�t be all
work and no play, a hay ride is slated for
Sunday, November 22, at the Trailside
Nature and Science Center in Watchung.
The hay ride will take place between 4
and 8 p.m. The cost is $2.50 per girl.
Each scout attending is asked to bring a
donation to the Mitten Tree Project.
There will be songs, skits, ghost stories
and a campfire as part of the festivities.

Reservations for the hay ride are re-
quired and may be made by calling
Malissa Cass at (908) 233-6226. There
is no rain date scheduled and in the
event of inclement weather, moneys
will be refunded.

Looking into future months, we see a
Father/Daughter (or special adult some-
one) bowling party is planned for Sun-
day, January 24, 1999, at Strike �N
Spare in Green Brook. Saturday, April
17, 1999, has been scheduled for the
fourth Westfield Girl Scout Service Day,
and, finally, the Westfield Girl Scout
Encampment at Camp Hoover will be
held from June 4 to June 6, 1999.

This year promises to be another very
full year of activities and fun. We hope
each of you will participate in one,
some, or all of the activities. Stay tuned
next month for December�s fare.

*  *  *  *  *
This column is prepared monthly by

Westfield Girl Scouts for Girl Scouts
and the community.

Letters to the Editor
Parents Believe Teachers� Job Action
Will Negatively Affect SP-F Students
We find recent letters-to-the-editor from

the teachers� union, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Education Association (SPFEA),
to be off target and self-serving.

The letters, which complain of low
morale, difficult times, challenged griev-
ances, and a recent increase in veteran
teachers seeking retirement, accomplish
little in helping the community, its tax-
payers, and parents understand the con-
tract dispute and the justification for the
current job action.

In their most recent letter, the SPFEA�s
Action Committee warns that the school
district has, and may continue to experi-
ence, a �mass exodus� of veteran teach-
ers and wonders whether this so-called
mass exodus is due to �the non-support-
ive attitude� of our Board of Education.

Truly, we doubt that the �attitude� of
the board is driving our veteran teachers
away. Perhaps we simply have aging
teachers who are ready to take their
sizable pensions into retirement.

From the Action Committee�s com-
ments to the press, it seems they believe
that the current teaching staff deserves a
share of the recent savings the school
district has experienced due to the retire-
ment last year of a number of veteran
teachers, who have been replaced by
lower paid, newly-hired staff.

A share of this �windfall,� as the Ac-
tion Committee describes it, apparently
should now become an entitlement fund.
We disagree. Our teachers� salaries should
be competitive with similar districts, but
should not rise or fall based on the demo-
graphics of the teaching staff.

As residents and taxpayers, we are frus-
trated by the lack of meaningful informa-
tion being provided about the impasse in
contract negotiations. The Board of Educa-
tion has, at least, made an effort to describe
its position in a recent open letter.

Based on this letter, we understand
that the board has offered overall salary
increases of 3.7 percent, 3.7 percent and
3.5 percent over the next three years.

Based on press reports, we understand
that there is continuing disagreement
about the distribution of increases to
teachers of varying seniority.

We challenge the SPFEA to explain
why the existing offer from the board is
not sufficient when low inflation has
held the regional cost of living increase
to 1.85 percent.

And as parents of two young children
in a district school, we believe that the
teachers� job action is having a detri-
mental effect on the quality of education
this year, in large part due to the teach-
ers� refusal to participate in Back to
School Night.

The parent/teacher interaction that
normally occurs at Back to School Night
is critical to a parent�s ability to partici-
pate in their child�s learning experience.
These nights give a parent an under-
standing of the daily routine, and allow a
parent to learn how to complement the
teacher�s classroom instruction with ap-
propriate activities and study with the
child at home.

These nights are particularly impor-
tant to working parents who have limited
opportunities to spend time at school as
volunteers and those who are less famil-
iar with the system.

Why must the SPFEA take this action
in the early stage of the contract dispute?
In our view, the boycott is hurtful and
unjustified. It is regrettable that the
SPFEA insisted on this disruptive boy-
cott, and it is deeply disappointing that
the teachers have acquiesced.

How about calling off the job action,
and building a consensus in the commu-
nity for fair and competitive salaries for
teachers and staff?

Heidi and Philip Sweeney
Scotch PlainsCommunity Should

Support School Board
In Labor Negotiations
We elected our Board of Education in

Scotch Plains and Fanwood and should
support them concerning labor negotia-
tions. The board says the average salary
of a teacher is $54,756 plus benefits.

Trish Brill, representing the Action
Committee of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Education Association, states teachers
are choosing to retire early. I wish I could
afford to retire early on a generous pen-
sion plus health benefits.

Fred Lange
Scotch Plains

Symphony Friends Launch
17th Season With Reception

Cancer Care to Present
Educational Program
Cancer Care of New Jersey has

announced that it is recruiting for a
Relative Support Group which will
meet on Monday evenings from 6:30
to 8 p.m. for eight weeks beginning
on Monday, November 9.

This group is available for anyone
who has a loved one who has been
diagnosed with cancer. All groups
are free and led by professional so-
cial workers. Pre-group screening is
required.

Cancer Care, Inc. is a nonprofit
organization, the mission of which is
to help people with cancer and their
families, according to spokeswoman
Nancy Hoffman.

Through professional one-to-one
counseling, support groups, educa-
tional programs, and telephone con-
tact, Cancer Care provides guidance,
information, and referrals for cancer
patients and families, all free of
charge.

Cancer Care also offers limited
financial assistance for treatment-
related costs on a restricted basis, the
spokeswoman said.

It is a primary function of state gov-
ernment to protect its most vulnerable
residents and this October, National
Child Health Month, the New Jersey
Legislature will continue to work on
initiatives that afford New Jersey�s chil-
dren the best opportunities to lead
healthy, productive lives.

No child should be denied much-
needed health care due to financial con-
cerns and that is why, the Senate and
Assembly will be moving this month to
expand the pool of applicants eligible
for the catastrophic illness in Children
Relief Fund.

More than a decade ago, I sought to
establish a government program that
would provide direct financial assis-
tance to families struggling under the
economic and emotional burden of tend-
ing to a chronically, seriously or termi-
nally ill child.

Since then, the catastrophic illness in
Children Relief Fund has helped hun-
dreds of families, some 70 percent with
health insurance, pay for the uncovered
medical expenses associated with cata-
strophic, extensive medical care.

This fall, the Legislature will seek to
revise the income requirements for the
Fund. Under the terms of the recently
introduced measure, families will be
eligible for assistance from the Fund if
their child�s medical expenses are not
covered by any other state or federal
program or any insurance contract and
the expenses exceed 10 percent of the
first $100,000 or annual family income
plus 15 percent of excess income over
$100,000.

The law currently sets the eligibility
threshold at 15 percent of the first
$100,000 of income plus 20 percent of
excess income over $100,000.

This change is intended to help the
Fund reach the greatest number of fami-

lies in need of such assistance in the
state and is consistent with the effort the
Legislature has made over the past year
to provide New Jersey children greater
access to necessary, appropriate health
services.

For example, New Jersey is in the
process of seeking applicants for a new
program that seeks to provide health
care coverage for the working poor and
middle-class families in New Jersey
who cannot afford health insurance.

The program, known as KidCare, will
see to it that children receive both the
preventative care they need to stay well,
as well as the medical, hospital, pre-
scriptive, and laboratory services they
need to achieve a swift and full recov-
ery.

To qualify, a child�s parents must
have an income that is less than 200
percent of the federal poverty limit. A
family of four would be eligible if they
earned up to $32,810 a year. Depending
upon income, some families are asked
to pay a $15 monthly premium, as well
as copays for certain services, not to
exceed 5 percent of a family�s income.

As the sponsor of the legislation that
created KidCare, I am concerned about
the more than 200,000 New Jersey chil-
dren who are currently uninsured in our
state and are relying on costly emer-
gency room treatments or are simply not
seeking medical attention at all.

There is help available in New Jersey
for our children and for their families
and Child Health Month is a good time
for all New Jersey residents to become
aware of both the importance of
children�s health care needs and the
existence of several state programs spe-
cifically designed to meet these special
needs.

For more information on the Cata-
strophic Illness in Children Relief Fund,
please call (800) 335-FUND. For more
information on KidCare, families can
call (800) 701-1710.

*  *  *  *  *
Donald T. DiFrancesco serves as

President of the New Jersey State Senate.

Child Health Month Draws
Attention to Efforts Underway
To Assist With Medical Care

By DONALD T. DiFRANCESCO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD � The Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) Friends re-
cently launched the opening of the
orchestra�s 17th season with a reception
at the home of Jane and Louis Franz of
Westfield.

Friends Co-Presidents Georgann
Dowling and Andrea McDermott hosted
the evening event, which was attended
by patrons and supporters of the orches-
tra that has twice been recognized by the
New Jersey State Council on the Arts as
a Distinguished Arts Organization.

Members of the Symphony�s Board
of Directors, Junior Friends, and WSO
Executive Director Nancy Jackson
joined the celebration.

Among the highlights of the 1997-
1998 season were the well-attended
Home Tour, a cocktail reception for the
1998 Gala, and fundraising events such
as the progressive dinner.

They Friends noted that the success
of those efforts enabled their group to
make a significant financial contribu-
tion to the symphony, which funds its
educational and outreach programs
through individual contributions, cor-
porate support, and government and
foundation grants.

They also expressed appreciation for
the contributions of many local busi-
nesses which supported Friends� events
last season, from Trader Joe�s of Westfield,
Christoffer�s of Mountainside, Enchanted
Garden of Cranford and Floral Expres-

sions of Garwood, to Scarlet Begonias
and La Bonbonniere of Westfield, Sum-
mit Hill Floral, and the Mountainside
Pastry Shoppe.

Ms. McDermott and Ms. Dowling
thanked all of the members, Junior
Friends, and business leaders who con-
tributed to a full season of Friends-
sponsored events.

The WSO Friends is a volunteer orga-
nization whose members work to sup-
port and promote the orchestra, which
opened its l998-1999 season, entitled
�The Power of Music,� with a concert
on October 3 at the Union County Arts
Center in Rahway.

Pianist Joshua Pierce joined the or-
chestra in a performance of George
Gershwin�s �Rhapsody in Blue.�

The WSO Friends are planning vari-
ous activities and events in support of
the orchestra again this year. The next
event is a kick-off meeting on Wednes-
day, November 4, for the 1999 Tour of
Notable Homes.

Current members of the WSO Friends,
prospective members and volunteers
interested in serving on the Home Tour
Committee are invited to attend the
meeting. For more information, please
call Ms. McDermott at (908) 654-8329.

For ticket information regarding the
orchestra�s performance of Beethoven�s
Ninth Symphony on Saturday, Novem-
ber 14, at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, please call (908) 232-9400.

County Vo-Tech Takes Over
Program at Detention Center

The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders recently announced a part-
nership which will bring educational
resources to youth being held at the
county�s Youth Detention Center in
Elizabeth.

The center has an average population
of 70 young men and women ranging in
age from 12 to 17 years old.

Four teachers currently serve on the
staff and the vocational-technical school
plans to nearly double the staff by adding
three more instructors, according to offi-
cials from the county�s Department of
Human Services.

The state now requires youth deten-
tion facilities to provide the same core
curriculum as local school districts. A
minimum of four hours of classroom
instruction five days per week for detain-
ees is also required.

According to school officials, as a re-
sult of these requirements, many county
governments have linked youth deten-
tion facilities with vocational-technical
schools.

School officials stated that immediate
plans for the facility include the creation
of a computer lab; hiring special educa-
tion professionals to work with young
people who qualify for these services;
ordering new textbooks and classroom
materials.

The curriculum for the facility will
include classes in English, history, math-
ematics, science, health, physical educa-
tion and computer applications.

�We want to avoid situations where
students feel that they need to drop out of
school when they are released because
they missed so much classroom time,�
said Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.
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