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Raymond A. Van Sweringen, Jr., 76;
Named to Who' s Who of Engineering

Raymond A. Van Sweringen, Jr.,
76, of Scotch Plains, died on Thurs-
day, April 9, at Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield.

Born in Cleveland, Ohio, he had
lived in Westfield before moving to
Scotch Plains 35 years ago.

He had been employed as a me-
chanical engineer for Exxon Research
andEngineeringinLindenfor 36years,
retiring as an engineering advisor in
1983. He proposed and supervised
thefirst application of computer tech-
nology totheoperation of pilot plants
in the petroleum industry.

Mr. Van Sweringen received his

Christopher Browngtein, 19

Christopher E. Brownstein, 19, of
Westfield, died on Monday, April
13, at home.

Born in Summit, he had lived all
his life in Westfield.

He was a 1996 graduate of West-
field High Schoal.

Surviving are his parents, Steven
and Abby (Hays) Brownstein, and his
brother, Scott Brownstein.

A Memoria Service will be held
Saturday, April 18, at 4:30 p.m. at
Dooley Colonial Funeral Home, 556
Westfield Avenue, inWestfield. Visi-
tation will be from 3to 5 p.m.

Donations in his memory may be
made to the American Heart Asso-
ciation.
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Bachelor of Science Degreein Engi-
neering from Cornell University in
Ithaca, New York in 1944.

HeservedasaCaptainintheUnited
StatesArmy during World War |1 and
the Korean Conflict.

Hewasamember of TauBetaPi, an
engineering society, and was admit-
ted to Who's Who of Engineering in
1982.

Mr. Van Sweringen was active in
the United Way of Union County and
in the formation of the Fanwood-
ScotchPlainsY MCA. Hewasamem-
ber of the First Congregational
Church of Westfield.

Hewasapast member of theBoard
of Directors of the Cornell Club of
Northern New Jersey.

Surviving are his wife, Marilyn
Murphy Van Sweringen; three sons,
Raymond A. Van Sweringen, 3rd of
Annapolis, Maryland, WilliamH. Van
Sweringen of Houston, Texas and
Scott K. Van Sweringenof AnnArbor,
Michigan; a brother, Paxton Van
Sweringen of Cleveland Heights,
Ohio; asister, VirginiaJirusof Upland,
California, and two grandchildren.

Memorial services were held on
Tuesday, April 14, attheFirst Congre-
gational Church. Interment was pri-
vate. Arrangements were handled by
theMemoria Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue, in Fanwood.

Donations may be made to the
United Way of Union County, 33West
Grand, Elizabeth, 07207.
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John Hluchy, 80, Had Vaudeville Act;
Owned Westfield Radio & TV Studio

John S. Hluchy, 80, of TomsRiver,
died on Saturday, April 11, in the
Green Acres Nursing Homein Toms
River.

Born in Detroit, he had lived in
Mountainsidebeforemovingto Toms
River nine months ago.

Mr. Hluchy had owned and oper-

Mary Rose, 69

Mary Rose, 69, of Mountainside
diedonThursday, April 9,inOverlook
Hospital inSummit.

BorninNewburgh, New York, she
hadlivedin Providence, Rhodeldland
and Waterbury, Connecticut before
movingtoMountainside34yearsago.

She was a member of the Rosary
Society of Our Lady of Lourdes Ro-
man Catholic Church.

Surviving are her husband, Louis
W. Rose; three sons, Louis Rose,
William Rose and John Rose; two
brothers, Vincent Yereanceand Ken-
neth Yereance, and agrandchild.

A Mass was offered on Monday,
April 13, in Our Lady of Lourdes
Church.

Funeral arrangementswerehandled
by theHigginsand Bonner EchoL ake

Funera Homein Westfield.
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ated theWestfield Radioand TV Stu-
dio for 35 years before retiring in
1978.

During the 1920s and 1930s, he
had been a part of avaudeville acro-
batic act known as the Mazur Broth-
ers.

He served in the United States
Army during World War 1I.

Mr. Hluchy was a member of the
Mountainside Elks L odge No. 1585.

Surviving are his wife, Antionette
Misuriello Hluchy; two brothers,
Michael Hluchyj of Syracuse, New
York and WilliamHIuchyj of Buffalo,
New York, andasister, AnnHolawaty
of Buffalo.

A Mass was offered yesterday,
Wednesday, April 15, in the Roman
Catholic Church of the Visitation in
Bricktown after the funeral from the
Silverton Memoria Funeral Homein
Toms River. Interment took place at

Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
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Henry HydeBanta, Jr., 70, Veteran;
ActiveWith Local ‘Y’ Swim Teams

Henry Hyde Banta, Jr., 70, of West-
field died on Tuesday, April 14, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Born and raised in Plainfield, he had
lived in Westfield for the past 42 years.

Mr. Banta had been an officer and
underwriter for Atlantic Mutual Com-
panyinNew Y ork City for 35years, prior
toretiringin1993.

He received a Bachelor of Arts De-
greeinHistory from Amherst Collegein
Amherst, Massachusettsin 1950, aM as-
ter of Business Administration Degree
fromNew Y ork University in1954, anda
master’ sdegreeinmedieval history from
New Y ork University in 1991.

Mr. Bantawas a Staff Sergeant in the
United States Army during America’'s
occupation of Japan.

He was amember of Chartered Prop-
erty Casualty Underwritersof New Y ork
and New Jersey and the Plainfield His-
toric Society, and was the former Trea-
surer of the Master Gardens of Union
County.

NOWICKI, Edward G. — On April 7,
1998 Edward G. of Brooksville FI.
(Formerly of Haddonfield). Age 76
Years. Beloved husband of Patricia
A.andthe late Anna Rita (nee Tillson).
Loving father to Dr. David E. Nowicki
of Westfield, NJ., Barbara A. Wright
of Baltimore, MD. and Edward P.
Nowicki of Burlington Twp., NJ. Loving
Stepfather to Michael, Jeffrey, Brian,
and Todd Haferl. Also survived by a
brother George J. Nowicki of
Manhasset, NY. Grandfather of 16
and Great Grandfather of one. A
Mass of Christian Burial was
conducted on Tuesday at Christ the
King Church in Haddonfield, NJ.
Interment was at Calvary Cemetery in
Cherry Hill, NJ. Arrangements were
handled by the Hinski-Tomlinson
Funeral Home, 81 Haddon Avee.,
Haddonfield, NJ. Memorial
Contributions in his memory may be
made to St. Anthony’s Church, 20428
Cortez Blvd., Brooksville, Fl., 34601
orto Hernando Pasco Hospice, 12260
Cortez Blvd., Brooksville Fl. 34613.

He also was active with the swim
teams of the Westfield YMCA and
YWCA.

Surviving are his wife of 45 years,
Mary Fitzpatrick Banta; four sons, Henry
Hyde Banta, 3rd of Union, Cornelius
Fitzpatrick Bantaand Christopher Michael
Banta, both of Westfield, and J. Edward
Banta of Medford, Massachusetts;, a
daughter, Mary Margaret Banta of
Plainfield, and ninegrandchildren.

Vidtationwill betomorrow, Friday, April
17, attheDooley Colonial Funeral Home,
556 Westfield Avenue, Westfield, from2
to4p.m. andfrom7to9p.m.

A Massof ChristianBuria will beheld
on Saturday, April 18, attheHoly Trinity
Roman Catholic ChurchinWestfield. In-
terment will be at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Inlieuof flowers, memorial donations
may be made to the Center for Hope

Hospice, 176 HussaStreet, Linden, 07036.
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Catherine Piccione, 78

Catherine Piccione, 78, of Scotch
Plains died on Sunday, April 12, in
Rahway Hospital in Rahway.

Born in Newark, she had lived in
Springfieldand Clark prior tomoving
to Scotch Plains two years ago.

Mrs. Piccione had been asecretary
of the Pacemaker Foundation at the
Newark Beth Israel Medical Center
and had volunteered there for seven
years.

Survivingareason, SamJ. Piccione,
Jr.; adaughter, Kathleen Brodzicki; a
sister, Joan Silchack; two brothers,
Frank Jacoby and Thomas Jacoby,
and four grandchildren.

A Mass was offered yesterday,
Wednesday, April 15, at St. John the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Linden, followingthefuneral fromthe

Galante Funeral Homein Union.
April 16,1998

— Obituaries

Robert Mulreany, 82, Former Mayor;
Attorney was Activein Health Care

Robert H. Mulreany

RobertH. Mulreany, 82, of Summit,
aformer Mayor of Westfield, died on
Sunday, April 12, at The King James
Care Center in Chatham Township.

Born in Brooklyn, he had lived in
Westfieldfrom1950t01993, whenhe
and hiswife moved to Summit.

A retired senior law partner, Mr.
Mulreany began his 57-year career
withthelegal professionin1933, when
hejoined thelaw firm now known as
DeForest and Duer as an office boy.
He worked his way through college
and law school at New York Univer-
sity. He had al so studied architecture
at Brooklyn Technical High School.

Mr. Mulreany specialized in tax-
exempt corporations, representing
foundations interested in sociologi-
cal problems, better management tech-
niques, applying new medical discov-
eries, and fostering leadership.

Throughout his career, Mr.
Mulreany took an activerolein New
Y ork City affairs. HewasChai rman of
theBoard of Trusteesof theNew Y ork
School of Social Work a Columbia
University, Chairman of the Mayor’s
Advisory Committee on Public Wel-
fare, and Trusteeand Chairman of the
Community Service Society of New
York, thenthelargest privatewelfare
organization in the country.

He was President of the Provident
L oan Society, Director of Manhattan
Fireand Marinelnsurance Company,
Director of United Charities, Inc.and
Director of Group Securities.

For many years Mr. Mulreany was
atrusteeof theJohn A. Hartford Foun-
dationandthe Smith Richardson Foun-
dation, Inc. Heserved as Chairman of
the New Jersey Wastewater Treat-
ment Trust, and was Director, Secre-
tary and later Chairman of United
Water Resources in Hackensack.

Hewasalso Director of the Spring
Valley Water Company and Director
of National State Bank.

Inthe 1950s, hewasan adult |eader
in DeMolay, a youth organization
withinthe Masonic Order, and wasa
Trustee of Tuskegee Ingtitutein Ala-
bamafrom 1966t01979.

Peter P. Lojewski, 63

Peter P.Lojewski, 63, aformerresi-
dent of Fanwood, died on Tuesday,
April 7,at L eesburg Regional Medical
Center in Leesburg, Florida.

Born in Bayonne, he had lived in
Cranford, Fanwood and Edison for
many yearsbeforemovingto Florida
in1992.

He had been an operating engineer
for Local No. 825 in Newark for 38
years, prior toretiringin 1992.

Mr. Lojewski was predeceased by
hisdaughter, RobinL ojewski,in1995.

Surviving are hiswife of 40 years,
Carol Meusel Lojewski; ason, Peter
Lojewski; adaughter, Jill S. Proscia;
two sisters, Joan Keenanand Barbara
Wissel, and two grandchildren.

Funeral serviceswereheldonTues-
day, April 14, at St. Anne’'s Roman
Catholic Churchin Garwood.

Arrangementswere handled by the
Dooley Colonial Funeral Home, 556
Westfield Avenue, in Westfield.
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Roderick Blocker, 42

Roderick“Rod” Blocker, 42, of Char-
lotte, North Caroling, died on Mon-
day, April 6, at CarolinaMedical Cen-
terin Charlotte.

BorninHigh Paint, NorthCarolina,
hegraduated from Essex County Col-
legeinNewark.

Mr. Blocker wasascanner operator
for Data Reduction in Charlotte.

Surviving are his parents, George
and Ruth Scott of Charlotte; his bio-
logical father, Scotland Blocker of
Irvington; three sisters, Aleatrice
Youngbleed and Denise Patterson,
bothof Westfield, and OllieDreakford
of Greenville, South Carolina.

Funeral serviceswere held on Fri-
day, April 10, at the A. L. Jinwright
Funeral Chapel in Charlotte.
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In Westfield, Mr. Mulreany served
asamember and | ater as President of
the Board of Education. He was also
aTrustee, youth teacher and elder of
The Presbyterian Church in West-
field. HewasMayor of Westfieldfrom
1964t01967.

Mr. Mulreany subsequently be-
came Chairman of Westfield’ sHospi-
tal Study Committee. HewasaTrustee
and Chairman of the Board at Over-
look Hospital in Summit, andlater was
Chairman of the Overlook Founda
tion, afundraisingarmof thehospital .
Heal so maintained along association
with ColumbiaPresbyterian Hospital
inNew York.

Hewaslargely credited with estab-
lishing Overlook asateaching hospi-
tal, through alink with Presbyterian
Hospital in New York City and the
ColumbiaUniversity Collegeof Phy-
sicians and Surgeons, and for the
establishment of the Overlook Foun-
dation.

TheOverlook Hospital Health Sci-
ences Library was named for himin
1993. Mr. Mulreany was aso given
the hospital’s Community Service
Awardin1994.

The Westfield Rotary Club hon-
ored him with the Charles P. Bailey
Humanitarian Award and the West-
field YMCA presented him with its
Golden Man Award for outstanding
service to the community.

He was a Lieutenant in the United
States Navy during World War |1,
serving aboard a destroyer in the Pa-
cificOcean.

Surviving are his wife, Dorothy
Mulreany, whom he marriedin 1940;
two daughters, Doreen O'Brien of
Springfield, Illinois and Carol
Henwood of San Francisco; hissister,
VirginiaWorn of Brandon, Vermont,
and four grandchildren.

A memorial servicewill beheld on
Saturday, April 18, at 11 am. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
Therewill be no visitation.

Private burial was arranged by the
Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street, in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Overlook
Hospital Foundation, P. O. Box 220,
Summit, 07901, or The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, 140 Mountain
Avenue, Westfield, 07090.
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Joseph J. Stracuzzi, 90

Joseph J. Stracuzzi, 90, of Grape-
vine, Texasdied on Sunday, April 12,
in Columbia North Hills Hospital in
NorthRichlandHills, Texas.

Born in Westfield, he moved to
Scotch Plainsin 1936. He had lived
there until moving to Grapevine six
months ago.

Mr. Stracuzzi had beenanassembly
worker for General Motorsin Linden
for 38years, retiringin1970.

He was a member of United Auto
WorkersLocal No.595in Linden.

He was predeceased by his wife,
MarthaStracuzzi,on August 1, 1997.

Surviving aretwo sons, J. Charles
Stracuzzi of Grand Idland, Nebraska
and JamesP. Stracuzzi of Grapevine; a
sister, Nell Williamsof Westfield, and
three grandchildren.

Funeral serviceswill beheld at 10
am. on Saturday, April 18, at the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue, in Fanwood. Interment will
beat Fairview Cemetery inWestfield.

Inlieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Memorial
Fund of the First United Methodist
Church, 1 East Broad Street, West-
field,07090.
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Robert E. Lee, Coach and Musician:
Decor ated Veteran Also Wrote Book

RobertE. Lee, 73, of Billings, Mon-
tana, formerly of Scotch Plains, died
on Thursday, March 26, in Billings.

Born in Brooklyn, he grew up in
Scotch Plains and attended Scotch
Plains High School. In the early
1940s, he founded a dance band at
the high school, The Moon Glow-
ers, whose theme song, “It Must
HaveBeenMoon Glow,” wasplayed
at the beginning and end of every
dance.

Hewasal soadrum major andwon
a New Jersey State Championship
for baton twirling.

Hereceived hisbachel or’ sdegree
in physical education in 1949, and
his master’s degree in education,
with an emphasisin administration
and physical education, in 1954,
bothfromthe University of Denver.

Mr. Lee had been a high school
coachforfouryearsin Coloradoand
Wyoming before becoming head
football coach at Northwest Com-
munity Collegein Powell, Wyoming
in1955.

He had been a coach for
Westminster College in Salt Lake
City, Utah, from 1959t0 1964, when
he accepted a coaching position at
Eastern MontanaCollege. From 1961
to 1963, Mr. Lee scouted for the
Dallas Cowboys professional foot-
ball team.

He was voted District No. 5 Na-
tional Association of Intercollegiate
Athletes (NAIA) in 1965, 1970 and
1971

Mr. Lee was a member of the
United States Tennis Association,
Montana Tennis Association, Bill-
ings Tennis Association, National
Musicians Union, Billings Musi-
cians Union and the United States
Teaching Tennis Professional As-
sociation.

He also belonged to the Montana
and Wyoming Officials Associa-
tions, Western Athletic Conference
Basketball and Football OfficialsAs-
sociation, NAIA and American Foot-

ball Coaches Associations, Skyline
ConferenceBasketball OfficialsAs-
sociationand Utah High School Bas-
ketball Association. Mr. Lee was
President of the Salt Lake Valley
LittleL eagueFootball Organization.

He coached American Legion
basebal | and taught Red Crossswim-
ming. Hewasalsoasurvival instruc-
tor with the United States Strategic
Air Commandat Camp Carson, Colo-
rado.

A United States veteran of World
War Il, Mr. Leeserved withthe 10th
Mountain Division of Ski Troops.
He was awarded the Purple Heart,
among other commendations.

Besides The Moon Glowers, Mr.
Lee played drums in many groups
includingtheBinkerd Trioand Doc’<
Dixieland Band.

He co-authored, with Mike
Harkins, acollegetext entitled“Be-
ginning Tennis” in 1983, which was
published by Burgess Publishing
Company.

Mr. Lee was predeceased by his
former wife, BarbaraKidder.

Survivingarehiswife, AlicialLee;
eight sons, Renzi Leeand Kelbi Lee
of Billings, Dirk Lee of Missoula,
Montana, Robi Vacchina of Phoe-
nix, Arizona, Ty Lee of Anchorage,
Alaska, Cag Leeof Billingsand Nat
and Tali Lee, both of St. Paul, Min-
nesota; six grandchildren, and &
great-granddaughter.

Funeral arrangementswereunder the
direction of the Michelotti, Sawyers
andNordquist Alderson Chapel inBill-
ings. Intermentwithmilitary honorstook
place a Mountview Cemetery.

Memorial donationsmay bemade
to the Robert E. Lee Scholarship
Fund, care of The Foundation of
MSU-Billings, 1500 North 30th
Street, Billings, Montana59101-0298,
or to the 10th Mountain Division
Foundation, 1776 South Jackson
Street, No. 603, Denver, Colorado,
80215.
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Charles Benedict, 79, Retired Butcher;
Had Worked for John’sMeat M ar ket

CharlesW. Benedict, 79, of South
Plainfield died on Friday, April 10, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
terinPlainfield.

Born in Olyphant, Pennsylvania,
he moved to Plainfield in 1940. He
relocated to South Plainfield47 years

0.

Mr. Benedict had beenabutcher for
over 25 years at the former Colonial
Storein Plainfield. Hewasthe owner
and operator of the store from 1967
until itsclosingin 1981.

From 1981 until his retirement in
1993, hehad beenabutcher for John's
Meat Market in Scotch Plains.

Surviving are hiswife of 54 years,
Margaret M. Acker Benedict; three

daughters, Judith A. Benedict-Tappen
of Wolcott, New York, Patricia M.
Hammock of Scotch Plains and
Kathleen M. Smith of Fort Lauder-
dale, Florida; ason, Robert C. Benedict
of Key West, Florida; a sister, Julie
Calleaof SouthPlainfield, andagrand-
son.

Funeral serviceswereheldon Tues-
day, April 14, attheMcCriskin Home
for Funeralsin South Plainfield, fol-
lowed by a Mass at the Sacred Heart
Roman Catholic Church in South
Plainfield.

Arrangementswere handled by the
M cCriskinHomeFor Funeral sin South
Plainfield.
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