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featuring lectures, movies and
other events

• Held two sets of park clean-
ups with over 60 volunteers
participating

• Held “3 RS” assembly
(Reduce, Reuse, Recycle) in
several elementary schools

• Arranged for free training on
Green Infrastructure in
conjunction with the Rutgers
Water Resources Extension

• Obtained a technical
assistance grant from Rutgers to
assist the town in developing up
to three demonstration rain
gardens

• Initiated a Town-wide
impervious cover assessment and
stormwater management plan

• Introduced numerous
pedestrian safety measures, as
part of the “Year of the
Pedestrian” including:

• Enhanced speed limit
enforcement

• Installed new stop signs at
locations where needed

• Introduced new striping
patterns at Mountain and
Lawrence, Dudley and North, and
North and Fourth

• Installed pedestrian activated
beacons at Rahway Ave and
Kehler stadium, West Broad and
Palsted, and South Ave and
Cacciola

• Strengthened tree ordinance
to protect our large trees,
including increasing fines for
unauthorized tree removal;

• Expanded smoking ban to
include public events;

• Passed ordinance to require
EV charging stations in all new
development plans;

• Introduced Memorial Pool
enhancements including new
deck chairs, new food vendor
with healthier choices and
expanded play area;

• Initiated renovation of South
Avenue train station coffee kiosk
with anticipated reopening in
spring 2020;

• Passed ordinance establishing
a Public Arts Commission;
introduced first public art mural

funded by grants and private
donations.

4†Increase resident
engagement by improving
transparency and communication
to better reflect the open,
inclusive, innovative and
collaborative spirit of our
community:

• Improved and simplified Town
communication, including:

• Expanded Town email
capability enabling residents to
receive minutes/agendas, press
releases, utility work notices, and
Mayor’s email newsletter

• Transformed tax letter for
greater transparency and
understanding

• Increased social media
outreach on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter

• Continued leveraging ward-
specific Nixle alerts in cooperation
with the Town of Westfield, NJ
Police Department for timely
communication related to police
activity

• Established Westfield 300
Steering Committee to plan
commemorations for 300th
anniversary in 2020;

• Introduced Westfield’s first
multicultural festival celebrating
the diverse heritages of all of our
residents;

• Celebrated and acknowledged
Gay Pride Month by raising the
Pride flag for the first time in
Town history;

• Appointed Town’s first ADA
coordinator; established first
formal ADA grievance process as
recommended by our new Access
and Inclusivity Council;

• Introduced several new
initiatives sponsored by the
Senior Advisory Council,
including:

• Monthly programming
calendar on Town website

• Senior events focused on
taxes, technology and the Master
Plan

• Second annual Seniors Expo
to promote senior services with
over 20 exhibitors

• First-ever Senior Pedestrian
Safety program in conjunction
with WPD, including distribution

of free safety vests
• Established Mental Health

Commission with initial focus on
the following initiatives:

• Created a Teen Advisory
Committee to help address the
youth mental health crisis

• Established a resource hub
on emotional and mental well-
being on the Town website

• Declared Westfield a stigma-
free community via proclamation

• Introduced “Got CAKE?”
(Compassion, Acceptance,
Kindness, Empathy) initiative to
the broader community

While I’m proud of how much
we’ve accomplished, the
transformational work now
begins as we initiate the process
of implementing the Master Plan
recommendations based upon
your input.

That being said, even positive
change can bring uncertainty and
anxiety among some residents.
Now more than ever, continued
public support will be critical to
moving forward key initiatives
that support new fields, parking
solutions, bike lanes, historic
preservation and sustainability
measures, smart development
and more.

I look forward to welcoming
Councilman Mark LoGrippo as he
serves his third term, as well as
working with newly-elected
Councilman Jim Boyes,
Councilman Mark Parmelee, and
Councilman Scott Katz. As
always, I’m committed to leading
a governing body that is
responsive, transparent, and
ethical, and always puts the best
interests of our community first.
Please continue to hold us all
accountable by asking questions,
offering constructive input, and
showing up!

Thank you for giving me the
tremendous privilege to serve as
your Mayor. Happy holidays!

Shelley Brindle
Westfield Mayor
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The Breath of Treason Grows
In The Capitol, The Speaker

Have you heard the words out
of the mouth of house speaker
Nancy Pelosi in response to the
action taken by President Trump
when he eliminated Qasem
Soleimani who is responsible for
the death of thousands of Ameri-
cans? Qassem Soleimani is also
responsible for the death of thou-
sands of Iraq and Iranian citi-
zens.

Speaker Pelosi stated that our
President should apologize to the
Iranian government. Her words
border on treason and makes
her a terrorist sympathizer bor-
dering on calibration with this
terrorist regime.

You, Speaker Nancy Pelosi put
your hate for our president above
the safety of the American people.

The National Democratic Party
must disavow the speaker’s
words and show solidarity with
the American people.

President Lincoln stated that
no nation in the world could take
this nation by force. If our nation
should come to an end it would
have to come from within us. I’m
afraid what I am seeing and hear-
ing is the genesis of destruction
of our democracy.

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

Trump’s Drastic Decision to Kill
Soleimani Happened In a Vacuum

It seems that Trump’s idea of a
foreign policy is one of impulsive
bluster with no planning, no real
strategy and no forethought. In-
stead of the United States taking
actions which have been care-
fully weighed and calculated,
which is what we should be do-
ing, Trump approaches foreign
policy like he does all else in his
life. He bullies his way in and out
of everything with the hubris and
expects that somehow everyone
will just acquiesce to his wishes,
no matter how unfair or one sided.
And so, it has been with his policy
on Iran which has led us to this
crisis.

Let’s be clear. None of the
events leading up to Trump’s
drastic decision to kill General
Soleimani happened in a vacuum.
All of the ratcheting up of ag-
gressive actions by Iran in the
last two years began the minute
that Trump withdrew from the
Iran nuclear agreement and then
Trump only made matters worse
by strangling Iran with incredibly
harsh sanctions in a foolhardy
attempt to supposedly force their
hand back to the negotiating table

so that Trump could make the
perfect and most beautiful deal
ever. Well, not this time.

Trump would have us believe
that he had no other choice but
to kill Soleimani despite the lack
of evidence showing any
imminent threat. Initially, the
word from the administration was
that there were specific and
imminent attacks planned by
Soleimani and that taking him
out was the only way to stop
those attacks. Now it’s a different
story. Now it’s that Soleimani
was planning attacks and we must
protect Americans and our
troops. But Soleimani has always
been planning attacks through
global proxies. There’s nothing
new there. And yes, Iran has
been escalating tensions in the
last two years, but again, we
cannot ignore the fact that the
ramping up actions by Iran,
culminating in the storming of
the U.S. Embassy in Iraq and the
killing of a U.S. contractor, was a
direct result of the U.S. showing
our weakness, not strength, by
exiting the Iran deal and then
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