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KWIATKOWSKI, PETGRAVE 14 PTs, 11RB; DeMARINO 13

Cougars Topple Highlanders
In Boys B-Ball Clash, 59-45

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Teamwork came into play immedi-
ately in the second quarter for the
hosting Cranford High School boys
basketball team and continued for the
remainder of the game, resulting in a
59-45 victory over the Governor
Livingston Highlanders on February
11. The 10-9 Cougars, who have now
won five straight games, erased a 17-
8 first quarter deficit to lead by one at
the half and refused to relent the re-
mainder of the way.

“We came into the half up one.
After that, the only thing we were
worried about was getting up and
finishing the game, run the score up,

beat them so they don’t want to play
anymore,” junior Joe Carrea ex-
pressed.

The Highlanders got the drop on
the Cougars when they finished the
first quarter with a 9-0 run. Sean
McCullough scored seven of his 12
points in the quarter and Vince Mellusi
netted five of his six points. Cougar
senior Cole Blazek scored all four of
his points in the quarter.

Juniors Carrea, Dennis DeMarino
and Arjun Petgrave, along with sopho-
mores Liam Kwiatkowski and Zion
Hammond, however, really stepped
up their performances after that first
quarter. Carrea finished with nine
points (1 3-pointer), three steals, an

assist and three rebounds and
DeMarino bucketed 13 points, in-
cluding trip 3-pointers, and added a
team-leading five assists to go with
seven rebounds and a steal.

Petgrave (2 3-pointers) led the team
with 11 rebounds and tied
Kwiatkowski with 14 points, while
adding three assists, a steal and a
timely slam dunk. Kwiatkowski (2
steals, 2 assists, rebound) was a bang-
ing machine from the outside with
four 3-pointers. Hammond came
through with six rebounds, four as-
sists and five points, including a 3-
pointer. Sophomore Lukas Ruby con-
tributed defense, an assist, a steal and
a rebound.

The Cougars startled the Highland-
ers at the start of the second quarter
when Carrea assisted Petgrave on a 3-
pointer, Kwiatkoswki assisted
Hammond on a 3-pointer, Carrea
rolled in a lay-up and DeMarino sank
a lay-up to put their team up 18-17.
The Cougars would win the quarter
18-8. Carrea and Petgrave would each
add a 3-pointer and Kwiatkowski
would sink a pair of free throws.

The Cougars extended their lead to
40-34 by the end of three quarters.
Carrea got under the basket for a lay-
up then Kwiatkowski banged three
straight 3-pointers. DeMarino saw
what Kwiatkowski was doing and
added another 3-pointer.

DeMarino would nail two more 3-
pointers and a lay-up, and
Kwiatkowski pumped in his fourth 3-
pointer to go with a 2-pointer as the
Cougars won the final quarter 19-11.
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LISANTI BANGS 5 3-POINTERS, KREUSSER 14 POINTS

Blue Devils Stop SPF Raiders
On Girls Hoops Senior Night

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Girls who have worked so hard all
season in practice to help the starters
hone their skills, received ample court
time for the Westfield High School
basketball team that hosted a rebuild-
ing Scotch Plains-Fanwood squad on
Senior Night, February 13. The Blue
Devil girls, who recently received the
top seed for the upcoming Union
County Tournament,
went right to work and
emerged with a 51-22
victory.

The Senior Night
events that took place
prior to the game hon-
ored Blue Devils Ali
Lisanti, Faith
Dobosiewicz, Caroline
Dwyer and Amanda
Paden, who all made a
contribution in the game
against the Raiders.
Lisanti had a huge game
and scored all 15 of her
game-leading points
from 3-point range. She
also finished with two
rebounds, two assists
and two steals.

Dobosiewicz, who
bucketed eight points,
made four steals and
pulled four rebounds.
Dwyer had three steals
and two assists, and
Paden came off the
bench in the second half
and scored two points, while adding a
steal.

The young Raiders started with one

junior, Ryann Wall, and four sopho-
mores, Ashley DeFrancesco, Emily
Friscia, Catie Wilson and Julia
DeVizio. Wall would lead the Raiders
with 10 points, while adding a pair of
rebounds. DeFrancesco put in five
points and added two rebounds, a
block and a steal. Wilson, who fin-
ished with three points, was their chief
thief with four steals. Friscia had two
points, three rebounds and two steals.

DeVizio had two points and a re-
bound. Coming off the bench, junior
Carley Walker contributed a rebound,
junior Maddie Starosa had a steal and
sophomore Bridget Carter had a block.

The 15-5 Lady Blue Devils also got
a lot of mileage from their young
starters, sophomore Chloe Kreusser
and freshman Paige Gorczyca. As she
had been all season, Kreusser was

fierce under the boards with 10 re-
bounds, a block and a tipped pass.
She also rolled in all 14 of her points
in the first half and added four steals.
Gorczyca also displayed her domi-
nance under the boards with seven
rebounds and a blocked shot, while
adding two points, an assist and a
steal.

The Blue Devils began with their
regular starters for the first quarter

and took a 16-7 lead. Kreusser scored
eight of her points and junior Char-
lotte Dursee, who finished with three
steals, two assists, a rebound and a
tipped ball, sank four of her six points.
Gorczyca added a lay-up and
Dobosiewicz sank a pair of free throws
near the end of the quarter. Wall scored
the Raiders’ first five points and

SCANLAN PINS; HEARD, SILBER, MURPHY DECISIONS

Warriors Jar Blue Devils, 37-27,
For Group 5 Section Mat Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Threepeat was the last word that
the top-seeded Westfield High School
wrestling team wanted to hear after its
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 5
Championship match with second-
seeded Watchung Hills in Westfield
on February 14. But the Warriors ar-
rived in full force, which included an
exuberant fan base that matched the
huge Blue Devil crowd, and earned
their third straight sectional title with
a 37-27 victory. The Warriors had
beaten the Blue Devils, 39-23, in 2018
for the title and 36-25 for the title last
year.

An omen of misfortune for the Blue
Devils began right from the begin-
ning when it was decided that the
match would begin at the 126-lb class
then the Warriors also won the coin
toss, which allowed them to choose
who would have to present their wres-

tler first. Luke Hoerle, ranked No. 4 at
126-lbs, stepped to the mat and the
Warriors simply forfeited the bout to
bump their good wrestler, Chris Calvo,
up to 132-lbs to face Jeremy Silber.

It appeared that the misfortune
would continue when Calvo hit Silber
with a throw-by takedown. But Silber
escaped then added a double-leg re-
versal in the second period and was
attempting to turn him to his back
with a half nelson. Calvo escaped but
Silber answered with a head-and-arm
walk-around takedown. In the third
period, Calvo knotted the bout with a
switch reversal but Silber escaped in
time to grab a 6-5 decision.

Somewhat disappointed with his
bout, Silber said, “I just knew I needed
to win and get bonus but that was
something I didn’t end up getting for
the team.”

The 16-3 Blue Devils upped their
team lead to 12-0 when Mike Murphy

recorded three powerful double-leg
and lift takedowns, added a slip be-
hind takedown then escaped in the
third period and received a penalty
point to beat Leonard Calvo, 10-4, at
138-lbs.

But a backward slide for the Blue
Devils would begin at 145-lbs when
Warrior Jake Bash tallied three
takedowns and a Turk & claw nearfall
to beat Anthony Ciotta, 8-3. At 152-
lbs, Warrior Jack Murray clamped
Dan Moriaru with a cradle in 1:32
then Warrior Chris Baker beat Mike
Price, 5-2, at 160-lbs. The Warriors
then took a 16-12 team lead when
Blake Bahna amassed seven
takedowns, a nearfall and an escape
to claim an 18-5, majority decision
over James Greco at 170-lbs.

Blue Devil Luke Scanlan halted the
slide in his bout with Adam Claxton at
182-lbs, but not right away. Claxton

JACK & MIKE PRICE, SCANLAN, HOERLE, HEARD PIN

Blue Devils Oust Chiefs, 44-26,
In North 2, Group 5 Semifinal

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bonus points assured the top-
seeded Westfield High School wres-
tling team a smooth victory over
fourth-seeded Piscataway in the semi-
final round of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 5 Tournament in
Westfield on February 12. The 16-2
Blue Devils amassed 20 bonus points
via five pins, a technical fall and an
injury default to oust the 12-8 Chiefs,
44-26, and to advance to the champi-
onship match to face the second-
seeded, 14-4 Watchung Hills War-
riors, who defeated Bridgewater-
Raritan, 44-22.

With the match beginning in the
182-lb class, the Chiefs presented
one of their best wrestlers and took an
early 5-0 team lead when Nick Lodato
claimed an 18-2, 3:11 technical fall
over James Greco but Jack Price
quickly put the Blue Devils in front,
6-5, when he began with an ankle
pick takedown then inflicted a yank
& crank wrist/half nelson maneuver
to pin Nzubeckwu Onwere in 1:14 at
195-lbs.

As the season progressed, Price
has, not only been polishing up his

moves; but also he has been acquiring
a more keen mat sense.

“It’s definitely the coaches coming
in and all the stuff they are working
with us every day. It’s stuff we do
every day like doing the basics, not
getting too complicated. Even today
that front knee pick we practice every
day, the half nelson we do every day.
It is just perfecting what we already
know and getting used to it in matches
and live situations I felt good out
there today,” Jack Price said.

Blue Devil Jon Heard wasted little
time taking Eliezer Wolfskehl to the
mat with a head & arm, spin-behind
takedown then followed up with an
arm bar/wrist stack in 1:51 at 220-lbs.
The 285-lb bout went the distance
and Chief Abrahim Mohamed man-
aged to edge Abdul Kharboutli, 5-3.

Two more bonus points were added
to the Blue Devils’ cache when Ethan
Composto recorded six takedowns (4
via the back door), two nearfalls, an
escape and a penalty point to seize a
19-3, 5:37 technical fall over Tyler
Merring at 106-lbs.

The next two bouts would feature
two more of the Chiefs’ best wres-
tlers. First at 113-lbs would be

Desmond Pleasant, who had beaten
Luke Jacobs this season for the Roselle
Park Tournament title after losing to
him last year. Pleasant came on strong
with a pair of single trip takedowns
then added an escape early in the
second period to take a 5-2 lead. But
Jacobs answered with a leg-around
takedown, escaped in the third period
and took a 7-5 lead with another leg-
around takedown. Jacobs got his head
out of position and Pleasant responded
with a five-point reverse cradle.
Jacobs added a reversal but fell just
short, 10-9.

At 120-lbs, Deon Pleasant pinned
Quinn Gimblette in 1:00 with a tight
waist stack to knot the team score, 17-
17. But the tie was quickly erased
when Blue Devil Luke Hoerle flat-
tened Kendall Jordan with a lateral
drop in 1:17 at 126-lbs.

Blue Devil Jeremy Silber began his
132-lb bout with Joe Dulog with a
side single-leg trip takedown. In the
second period, Silber was on the verge
of adding another takedown but Dulog
blacked out as he was falling toward
the mat. The bout was halted and
Silber won by injury default in 2:29.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING UP A YANK & CRANK...Blue Devil Luke Scanlan, top, works a wrist & half nelson on Warrior Adam Claxton
in his 182-lb bout then yanks & cranks him to record a pin in 2:40.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING A THREE-QUARTER NELSON...Blue Devil Mike Murphy, top, works a three-quarter nelson on Piscataway
Chief Dan Mikita in his 138-lb bout and later goes on to record a 12-6 decision.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO GET TO THE BASKET...Raider Emily Friscia, No. 10, tries to get past Blue Devil
Paige Gorczyca during the Senior Night game in Westfield on February 13.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REACHING FOR THE BALL...Cougar Joe Carrea, No. 10, reaches in an attempt
to knock the ball out of Highlander Connor Bigelow’s grasp.
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