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SHAPIRO-TO-ROONEY SCORE, HOWLAND 13 REBOUNDS

Blue Devil Cager Boys Become
‘Ghostbusters’ in 69-47 Victory

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore Logan Howland and
junior Jack Spellman controlled the
boards, while senior co-captains Jake
Walsh, Griffin Rooney, Andrew
Echausse and Hank Shapiro set up
the offense as the Westfield High

School boys basketball team con-
tained the Ghosts of Paterson
Eastside, 69-47, in Westfield on Feb-
ruary 4. Like several times before,
the 12-4 Blue Devils trailed after the
first quarter but revved up their of-
fensive engines to distance them-
selves further and further away from
the 8-8 Ghosts.

“We came out a little bit flat and
that might have had something to do

with it. A couple of us had midterms
this morning so we were a little bit
academically stressed but we defi-
nitely came into the huddle between
the first quarter and second quarter
and said we had to come out with a lot
more energy and pick it up on the
court. I think our guys did respond,”

Shapiro said.
“We came off flat and it took some

regrouping to get everyone together
and say, ‘this is a big game for us. We
can’t lose this one’. We regrouped
and we played really well from there,”
Rooney added.

“We had to come together at half-
time and we let it go from there,”
Howland said.

Howland ruled the boards with 13

rebounds to go with seven points, two
assists, a block and a tipped ball that
led to a steal. Spellman, who grabbed
eight rebounds and scored three
points, was also very hands on with
four blocked shots and a steal.
Howland and Spellman just seem to
be getting more and more comfort-

able under the boards.
“The big thing in practice is we just

hit each other under the boards all the
time, so to get rebounds here, it’s
pretty easy. It’s a lot more comfort-
able now,” said Howland, who added,
“Last year as a freshman, I loved it.
This year I was able to play a lot more
so that’s pretty good.”

Walsh and Rooney also contrib-

KREUSSER 12 RB, GORCZYCA 14 PT, McCAFFERY 14 PT

Lady Blue Devils Win Division;
Roar Past Lady Cougars, 63-46

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three minutes into the second quar-
ter and trailing by one point, the
Westfield High School girls basket-
ball team got into its rhythm with a
16-6 run to take a 34-25, halftime lead
over the hosting Cranford Cougars
then continued to expand its lead to
grab a 63-46 victory on February 6.
The triumph extended the 12-5 Blue
Devils’ win streak to eight and earned
them the Watchung Division Crown.

“Like I was just telling the girls,
they didn’t just come here in Novem-
ber and expect to be a basketball
team. The incoming freshmen have
been at workouts all summer working
out with the team. That’s the most
important thing. This is a team. It
doesn’t matter if one player goes
down, if one player is in foul trouble,
if one player is not playing well. These
girls just do an amazing job of picking
each other up and doing the little
things. Someone is picking up on
rebounds. Someone else is knocking

down free throws. I just can’t speak
highly enough about the heart and the
guts of the team and their will to
battle. Their fourth game into the sea-
son took 16th Bayonne into overtime
and I knew then we had something
special. We may not win every game
but no one is going to out-hustle us
because these girls really want it,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Liz McKeon
pointed out.

Teamwork really did pay off as
seven of the Blue Devils got into the
scoring, rebounding, assists and steal-
ing act and sophomore Chloe Kreusser
led the team with 12 rebounds to go
with 13 points, two assists and a steal.

“Defense is probably one of my
favorite things about basketball. I like
shooting, I like scoring but defense
definitely drives our offense and get-
ting those rebounds is a great feeling
and to push up the court and score is
amazing,” Kreusser said.

“Chloe is very underrated. She does
it all. She is the glue to our team as a
sophomore. That’s a lot of pressure

that she puts on herself but she deliv-
ers. If she’s not scoring, she’s doing
something else,” Coach McKeon said.

Freshman Paige Gorczyca was also
impressive across the board with a
team-leading 14 points, including two
3-pointers, eight rebounds, an assist
and a steal.

“We knew it was going to be a
tough game. I had to step up. At
halftime, it was close. By the third I
had to keep going through to win,
look for opportunities, get the passes,
get open and scoring,” Gorczyca said.

Senior Caroline Dwyer contributed
quite well with 12 points, including a
pair of 3-pointers, two rebounds and
two steals. Senior Ali Lisanti was
active with seven points, including a
3-pointer, three assists, three steals,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

SCANLAN, HEARD, COMPOSTO, JACOB, M. PRICE PIN

Blue Devils Prep for Sections;
Top Fair Lawn Matmen, 46-30

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four days before the beginning of
the section tournaments the Westfield
High School wrestling team enter-
tained the Fair Lawn Cutters on Se-
nior Night in Westfield on February
7. The 14-2 Blue Devils, who re-
ceived the top seed for the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 5 Tourna-
ment and despite resting a few of their
starters, won nine of the 14 bouts to
emerge with a 46-30 victory.

“They could have gone tonight if
we needed them. We didn’t need them.
Next week’s more important so they
will be ready when they have to be
ready,” Blue Devil Head Coach Glen
Kurz commented.

The first bout of the evening fea-
tured two tough wrestlers at 160-lbs
and Blue Devil Luke Scanlan was
more than ready to go in his bout with

AJ Puerto. Scanlan tore into Puerto
with a side single-leg takedown then
turned him to his back in 1:54 with a
wrist/half nelson combination.

“I was very excited for that match.
I wanted some good competition this
week. He is a tough opponent. He lost
to [Blake] Bahna [Watchung Hills] in
a close match and Bahna is a good
opponent that I am looking forward to
wrestle next week. I went out there
with the same mentality I had all sea-
son, which is to be aggressive and get
after it. It’s been working for me so far
and it worked tonight,” Scanlan ex-
plained.

As to his pinning combination,
Scanlan added, “The half I like to
work on top. It may not get him right
away but I know if I work it hard,
within a minute, two minutes the guy
is going to break and that’s what hap-
pened tonight.”

Blue Devil James McDermott per-
formed a duck-and-drive takedown, a
Granby roll escape and a side-single
takedown to carry a 5-0 lead over
Parker Talman into the third period at
170-lbs. McDermott added a reversal
and a barrel roll-to-cradle nearfall to
grab an 11-2, majority decision. James
Greco gave the Blue Devils a 14-0
team lead when he claimed a 13-5,
majority decision over Seb Rodriguez
at 182-lbs.

“James McDermott wrestled really
good and Scanlan got it started. That
kid was tough. Coming in we wanted
to get Scanlan away from him but
Luke wanted to wrestle him. And he
sure did want to wrestle him. He went
right after him,” Coach Kurz ex-
pressed.

After Cutter Ben Liss received a
forfeit at 195-lbs, Jake Shapiro caught
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For additional information or a private tour,  
please call: 

CCarol Tener 

  Call Direct:  (908) 233-2243 

 
Quintessential Westfield “gem”, brimming with warm and handsome detail.  Four levels 
of light filled and spacious living space with great room flow and floor plan.  The 10 
rooms include 5 bedrooms, 4.1 baths PLUS a “bonus” cottage on the property with large 
living area, kitchenette and bath—perfect for au pair, studio, office or gym!  The lower 
level is nicely finished, adding two more rooms of living space.  Set on beautifully     
manicured grounds in the “Blue Ribbon” Washington School district, this beautiful 
home is location perfect  - just blocks to Westfield’s exceptional schools, fine shopping, 
library, parks and NYC commuter transportation.  $1,075,000. 

     

  614 Lenox Avenue, Westfield 

 

20
 

goleader.com/form/bulletin

Shine a Spotlight

on Your Business

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING IN FOR THE LAY-UP...Blue Devil Griffin Rooney, No. 5, goes in for the lay-up in the game against the Ghosts of
Paterson Eastside. The Blue Devils defeated the Ghosts, 69-47, in Westfield on February 4.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING ONE OF MANY REBOUNDS...Blue Devil Chloe Kreusser, left, gets the rebound as Cougar Amanda Vath, No.
24, also gets in on the action in Cranford on February 6. The Blue Devils won 63-46 to claim the Watchung Division title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING AIRBORNE...Blue Devil Luke Jacobs goes airborne to escape the grasp of Fair Lawn’s Guy Ben-Sadigh during his
113-lb bout. Jacobs pinned Ben-Sadigh in 3:24 and Westfield defeated Fair Lawn, 46-30, on Senior Night.

more photos  – goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos  – goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos  – goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

Sport Shorts – goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports pages 9-10


