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Meneses Comments on
Selection Of Leon

COUNTY — New Jersey Progres-
sive Democrats of Union County
(NJPD-UC) endorsed candidate for
Union County Freeholder, Hector
Meneses, Jr., made the following state-
ment with the selection by the Regu-
lar Democratic Organization of Union
County of Lourdes Leon, a former
public school principal from Eliza-
beth, to replace retiring Freeholder
Angel Estrada of Elizabeth on the
party line in the Tuesday, June 2 Pri-
mary Election.

The selection of Ms. Leon was
reported by New Jersey Globe and
Politico New Jersey.

According to the Globe report, Ms.
Leon was “the victim of political re-
taliation when, as principal of the
Donald Stewart Early Childhood Cen-
ter 15 years ago, she “took action
against an under-performing em-
ployee who was a relative of a top
school administrator and a (former
school board president Rafael)
Fajardo ally.” She also “found herself
facing allegations that she falsified
records and the Fajardo-led school
board sought to remove her.” She
agreed agreed to a five-year suspen-
sion of her administrative certificates
in 2014, according to the report.

“While we, myself, my running
mates, and New Jersey Progressive
Democrats of Union County, are un-
sure how (David) Wildstein (New
Jersey Globe) and Mr. Freedman (NJ
Insider) got this information, we are
glad that the public has this opportu-
nity to learn more about this particu-
lar candidate and as such, the priori-
ties of the established Democratic
political machine. There is a saying:
sunlight is the best disinfectant; and
the establishment pick sheds a lot of
sunlight on to the cronyism and cor-
ruption of the Union County political
game. It is clear that the machine, the
leaders of the Regular Democratic
Organization, prioritize loyalty over
duty, and concentrated power over
the public’s best interest.

“While the machine is busy point-
ing fingers about the public revela-
tion about their nominees past indis-
cretions; I, my running mates, and
New Jersey Progressive Democrats
of Union County will continue to
focus on our goal for a brighter, more
equitable future for all our residents.”

According to the  NJPD-UC press
release, members of the Union County
Democratic Committee have been
claiming publicly that NJPD-UC is
responsible for the leak.

“It is not surprising that the Demo-
cratic establishment would try to de-
flect from their poor choice in candi-
date by pointing fingers at their chal-
lengers. This is what the public gets
when the Democratic machine puts
loyalty to the party bosses above all
else. The public deserves a debate
focused on the issues and our plans
for the future, and a Democratic Party
who owns up to its decisions,” ac-
cording to the release.

“This is why New Jersey Progres-
sive Democrats of Union County is
organizing a line with passionate
people who are called to service, not
for power and money, but to serve the
people of Union County,” according
to the release.

Joining on the NJPD-UC ticket in
the race for freeholder are Justin O’Hea
and Aissa Heath, according to their
website. In addition to Mr. Estrada, the
other two freeholder seats up this year
are Chris Hudak of Linden and Angela
Garretson of Hillside.

The filing deadline for the Tues-
day, June 2 Primary Election is Mon-
day, March 30.

Union County Jail  Receives
Perfect Accreditation Score
COUNTY — The Union County

jail, for the first time in its history,
earned accreditation from the Ameri-
can Correctional Association (ACA)
with a perfect score of 100.

The 100 percent score is consid-
ered rare among jails, and only 150
jails nationwide out of 3,000 are ac-
credited. The audit of the Union
County jail was conducted last year
by the ACA.

The ACA is the body tasked with
developing nationwide standards for
policies and procedures that safeguard
life, health and safety of corrections
personnel and inmates.

ACA accreditation covers all areas

of a facility, including safety, secu-
rity, order, inmate care, programs,
justice, and administration.

ACA standards are the national
benchmark for the effective opera-
tion of correctional systems through-
out the United States and are neces-
sary to ensure that facilities are oper-
ated professionally.

Union County Department of Cor-
rections Director Ronald L. Charles
was on hand a few weeks ago to
receive the news with his accredita-
tion team members at the American
Correctional Association’s Con-
gress of Corrections in San Diego,
Calif.

RECOGNIZED FOR HIS SERVICE...Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli joined
Undersheriffs Dennis Burke and Amilcar Colon in presenting a Distinguished
Service Certificate to Officer Brendan Carlos in recognition of his continued service
to the country after recently returning from an extended deployment overseas while
serving as a member of the New Jersey National Guard. Officer Carlos of Kenilworth
is a staff sergeant in the United States Army who recently completed two tours for
a total of 18 months overseas in support of Operation Enduring Freedom, posted in
the Kingdom of Bahrain and in Djibouti, Africa.

‘REAL ID’ Walk-ins
Allowed For Renewals

Acupuncturist Convicted of
Sexually Assaulting Patient

Coleman  Event With
Pelosi Raises $200K

EWING — Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th,
Trenton) raised over $200,000 for
her re-election campaign at her an-
nual Women’s Power Lunch on Sat-
urday at the Princeton Marriott at
Forrestal in Plainsboro. This year’s
event featured House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and had
over 350 people in attendance.
Congresswoman Watson Coleman
is the representative for New
Jersey’s 12th Congressional Dis-
trict, which includes most of Scotch
Plains and all of Fanwood and
Plainfield.

“I can’t thank Speaker Pelosi
enough for joining us at our
Women’s Power Lunch,” the Con-
gresswoman said. “Her tempera-
ment, her strength and her resolve
make her the perfect leader for these
turbulent times and I am proud to
stand with her on the frontlines in
the fight to put our country back on
the right track.

“We were proud to bring her to
New Jersey to speak with so many
of the women I’ve been fortunate
enough to call friends and allies and
I know that her message of standing
strong for our Democratic values
will continue to resonate as we move
towards this critical election in
November.”

SPRINGFIELD — Following a
two-week bench trial, an acupunctur-
ist who formerly practiced in Spring-
field has been convicted of sexually
assaulting a patient a little more than
two years ago, acting Union County
Prosecutor Lyndsay V. Ruotolo and
Springfield Police Chief John Cook
jointly announced last Wednesday.

The case was tried before Union
County State Superior Court Judge
Lara DiFabrizio, after the defense
waived the right to be tried by a jury.
At the conclusion of the trial, Judge
DiFabrizio found 57-year-old Edward
Raskin, of Chatham Township guilty
of second-degree sexual assault and
fourth-degree criminal sexual con-
tact.

The trial was the result of an inves-
tigation by the Prosecutor’s Office’s
Special Victims Unit and the Spring-
field Police Department. The investi-
gation revealed that Raskin sexually
assaulted an adult victim during a
scheduled appointment at Spirit Acu-
puncture on December 30, 2017, ac-
cording to Unit Supervisor and Assis-
tant Prosecutor Caroline Lawlor, who
prosecuted the case. Raskin turned
himself in to police at Springfield
Police Department headquarters in
February 2018 before being taken to

Union County jail.
Raskin was also known to have an

office in New York City. Anyone with
information about his activities still is
being urged to contact Sergeant Sofia
Santos at (908) 577-4256 or Sergeant
James Mirabile at (973) 912-2242.

A sentencing date in Superior Court
will be scheduled to take place later
this year.

TRENTON — New Jersey Motor
Vehicle Commission Chief Adminis-
trator Sue Fulton has announced that
the Commission will allow custom-
ers whose licenses/IDs are close to
expiration to get REAL ID driver
licenses and non-driver IDs without
an appointment on a test basis. Such
walk-ins will be allowed only for
renewals, only on selected dates and
only at participating locations.

Customers can only take advan-
tage of the walk-in policy through the
5th through the 20th of each month in
participating agencies that are fully
REAL ID-operational. Only drivers
with licenses due to expire within
three months of their walk-in visit
will be eligible for a REAL ID with-
out an appointment.

REAL ID appointments, which are
scheduled online and have been in
place since the phased rollout was
launched last September, will con-
tinue.

“The appointment-only system
helped with the phased rollout and
was necessary in the early stages for
a smooth, controlled, and successful
launch of REAL ID,” Chief Fulton
said. “We have steadily built our ca-
pacity and are now ready to accom-

modate walk-ins on a limited basis.”
Chief Fulton said that interest in

obtaining a REAL ID is high, reveal-
ing that over 200,000 New Jerseyans
have signed up for appointments so
far through REALIDNJ.com, the
website where customers must make
their appointments.

“It is clear to us that right now
demand outstrips the number of avail-
able REAL ID appointments,” Chief
Fulton said. “That is why we are
testing REAL ID for eligible walk-ins
during these designated days of the
month, which are typically less busy
than at the very beginning or end of
the month.”

Springfield is among the partici-
pating MVC agencies.

Customers should check back fre-
quently at REALIDNJ.com for up-
dates and added agencies.

Chief Fulton noted that REAL ID
requires additional identification
documents beyond the six points of
ID that have long been needed to
obtain a standard driver license in
New Jersey. These additional docu-
ments must include two proofs of
address and one proof of the
applicant’s Social Security number.

REAL ID is the federally mandated
identification that puts in place stricter
federal security standards for driver
licenses and IDs. Passengers will need
a REAL ID to fly domestically in the
U.S. as of October 1, 2020; unless a
valid U.S. passport or another feder-
ally approved form of identification
is used.

Summit Upgrades
Nixle to Include Text
SUMMIT — In an effort to increase

communications with individuals who
live or work in the City of Summit, the
Summit Police Department has upgraded
its current contract with the Nixle Alert
System to include text notifications.

The Nixle alert system is used by
the Summit Police Department to pro-
vide information on severe weather,
traffic congestion and accidents, miss-
ing persons, local events and more to
people who live and work in the Sum-
mit community. To receive text alerts
by Nixle, citizens are advised to text
07901 to 888777 to opt-in.

While Nixle is used by the Summit
Police Department to relay real time
information to send alerts and advi-
sories, official emergency communi-
cations from the City of Summit are
provided through the Swift Reach
emergency notification system.
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Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
HAPPY RETIREMENT...Union County Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella and Freeholder Angela Garretson present a resolution to Captain Gary
Steitz, Sr., commending and congratulating him on his retirement as the Union
County Fire Investigation Unit coordinator. Captain Steitz, of Union, was a 20-
year member of the Union County Fire Investigation Unit and served as their
coordinator for the past 15 years. He also served on the Union County Fire Services
Advisory Board as the fire investigation representative and served with the Union
Fire Department for more than 40 years. Jim Lowney/County of Union)


