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SPECIAL DAY AT LINCOLN SCHOOL...Luca Saini shows his school work to
his grandparents on Grandparent/Special Persons Day held on January 31for
kindergarten and preschool students at Lincoln School of Westfield .

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
WOMEN’S HEALTH...Arlene Nelson gets a massage from Lisa Mercurio of
Center for Natural Healing of Garwood during The Chelsea at Fanwood’s annual
Women's Health event last Thursday benefitting the Fanwood Rescue Squad. The
event coincides with the annual Go Red for Women's Health campaign, an
American Heart Association effort to bring awareness to women's heart health
because heart disease is the number one killer of women.

cording to the prosecutor’s office.
According to the prosecutor’s of-

fice, “Upon taking office, Ruotolo
utilized a 2019 retirement to recreate
the deputy first assistant position, al-
beit at less than what it had been
previously funded.” That position had
been eliminated by a previous acting
prosecutor to give out bonuses to
staff, including the former first assis-
tant prosecutor and front office staff,
the prosecutor’s office said.

These individuals were promoted
from assistant prosecutors to the fol-
lowing exclusionary positions at the
following salaries: Deputy First As-
sistant, $155,000, compared to
$164,000 under Acting Prosecutor
Grace Park; Investigative Supervi-
sor, $160,000, compared to $169,537
under Acting Prosecutor Michael
Monahan; trial team supervisor,
$132,000, compared to $165,173
under Mr. Monahan.

The prosecutor’s office also has six
collective bargaining units which in-
clude four employee unions, accord-
ing to the prosecutor’s office.

“The Prosecutor’s Office’s budget,
since January 1, 2017, is subject to a
hard cap of 2 percent above the prior
year’s overall budget. The prior year’s
budget cannot be adjusted retroac-
tively despite the fact that retroactive
payments are made once contracts
are settled. This is the first year that
the Prosecutor’s Office is subject to
the new law and in a position to
finalize contracts as the bargaining
units have been out of contract since
January 1, 2018 for all but IBEW
(Local 1158), which was out of con-
tract as of January 1, 2019,” accord-
ing to the prosecutor’s office.

“The finalization of three out of
five bargaining units for increases in
excess of the 2-percent cap (a state
requirement) left no available funds
to resolve the remaining two (bar-
gaining units) and stay under cap.
Even with Ruotolo making over
$500,000 in reductions to the overall
budget through the elimination of nec-
essary positions, the tightening of op-
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Assistant Prosecutors
erational expenditures, and the re-
ductions of salaries associated with
available vacancies, there are insuffi-
cient funds to settle additional con-
tracts, stay within cap, and avoid lay-
offs,” according to the prosecutor’s
office.

The office also said all assistant
prosecutors “continued to receive
annual increases” of between $1,000
and $3,000 in 2018 and 2019, with
$159,250 given in discretionary
raises to assistant prosecutors in
2018 by the then acting prosecutor.
Thirty assistant prosecutors make
over $100,000 a year, 35 are under
$100,000, “and thus already re-
ceived an annual increase of $3,000
a year, which exceeds the 2-percent
cap.”

In other business, the freeholders
approved a nearly 10-year shared-
services agreement to provide health
services to the Berkeley Heights
Board of Health through the Union
County Office of Health Manage-
ment.

Public Safety Director Andrew
Moran said the county’s health of-
ficer, Annie McNair, will serve as
Berkeley Heights’ health officer. He
said the agreement will save Berke-
ley Heights $18,000 a year.

“This is something we are very
excited about in public safety. It’s the
first time our health department is
signing a contract for local health
services,” Mr. Moran said.

He said the county’s department
has four certified staff members who
can do health inspections in areas
such as swimming pools, restaurants
and catering facilities. Mr. Moran said
Berkeley Heights’ administrative staff
will handle issuing of permits, but the
county will handle health inspections.
He said the county’s nurse will do the
required inspections of school inocu-
lation documents of students as re-
quired by state law.

“I think it’s a great logical exten-
sion, especially with the inspections
we are having in our own parks,”
Freeholder Chris Hudak said.

Courtesy of Russell Gurland
BIRD WATCHING...Birds have begun to come back north for the upcoming
spring. They include a Red-Bellied Woodpecker, pictured above, and  the Ameri-
can Robin, below. The photographer, Russell Gurland, a sophomore at Westfield
High School, shared his photographs capturing these birds.

Robbie Beth Drossner MD Office News
SCOTCH PLAINS — The general

and cosmetic dermatology practice
of Doctor Robbie Beth Drossner is
pleased to announce that we are in
“full patient operation” again, treating
our loyal and devoted patients as
well as accepting new patients of all
ages.

Doctor Drossner seeks to provide
the highest quality individualized care
for every patient and participates with
both Medicare and most Blue Cross/
Shield Insurance Plans.

Our office specializes in the
treatment of nodular acne.  This
condition can be very painful and
embarrassing affecting a person
physically and psychologically, and
can result in permanent scars if left
untreated.  Fortunately, Isotretinoin
is an oral capsule prescribed to
patients ages 12 years and older, for
a period of approximately 5-6 months,

typically as a one-time therapy, which
can cure this condition in 80% of all
patients treated.

We also carry a complete line of
award winning skin care products
and anti-aging regimens.  Long lasting
dermal fillers, botox injections,
chemical peels and facials are also
available.

Please visit us at 2350 South
Avenue in Scotch Plains and contact
us for more information or to make
an appointment at 908-232-6668.
And be sure to look for our
informative dermatology articles and
special monthly offerings on our
website at
www.robbiebethdrossnermd.com

WE LOOK FORWARD TO
HEARING FROM YOU!
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Cell Tower Testimony
Continues in Cranford

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A hearing on
Verizon Wireless’ application to erect
a cell tower at the Cranford campus of
Union County College (UCC) con-
tinued at Monday’s board of adjust-
ment meeting, with questions raised
by Robert Simon, attorney for Union
County Residents United, regarding
a denied cell tower application in
Hillsborough. Mark Tinder, a real
estate appraiser who testified at the
previous Cranford meeting, also tes-
tified in the Hillsborough applica-
tion.

Similar to his testimony in Cran-
ford, Mr. Tinder had testified that
there should be no negative effects on
the market value of homes in
Hillsborough. In response to a ques-
tion from Mr. Simon, Mr. Tinder said
he is aware that other real estate ap-
praisers disagree with his findings.
Mr. Simon asked Mr. Tinder if he was
aware that other real estate appraisers
claim a negative impact from 10 per-
cent up to 20 percent. Mr. Tinder
acknowledged that appraisers do dis-
agree on these matters. According to
an article on mycentraljersey.com, one
of the reasons for the Hillsborough
application denial was the conclu-
sion that the “visual impact from a
cell tower would decrease home value
by 10 to 12 percent.”

Julie Exarhakos, a Cranford resi-
dent, questioned Mr. Tinder as to his
methods of finding homes for his
studies. Mr. Tinder said he searches
for homes that sell for similar prices
and then checks to see if the homes
are similar in size and style.

“Why don’t you look at sales in
terms of similar home size and then
see the price?” Ms. Exarhakos asked.
Ms. Exarhakos said she found an-
other Springfield home similar to the
“subject house” (the home closest to
the cell tower) in size, style and ameni-
ties, but was not near the cell tower,
that sold for almost $200,000 more
than the subject house.

Eric Gentile, a site acquisition spe-
cialist, also testified at the meeting.
After being retained in 2016 by AT&T,
Mr. Gentile contacted 11 properties
in the area that had been previously
contacted by another site acquisition
firm. AT&T began its search for a cell
tower site in 2003.

Sometimes, Mr. Gentile said, he is
tasked to find buildings approximately
80 to 120 feet high. He said that these
buildings can host a foot antenna,
which carriers can use to fill gaps.
However, for this site he was told to
find land space for a monopole.

Previous landowners contacted,
including Dreyer Farms, Echo Lake
Country Club, the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church and Fairview Cem-
etery, said they were still not inter-
ested in leasing land for a monopole.
The exception was UCC. After UCC
expressed an interest, Mr. Gentile said
he stopped his search. On January 31,
2020, at the request of Greg Meese,
attorney for the applicants, Mr. Gen-
tile sent certified letters to the land-
owners again to see if there was inter-
est. As of the February 10 meeting, no
other landowner expressed interest.

Theodore Exarhakos, a Cranford
resident and member of the Holy Trin-
ity Greek Orthodox Church’s Parish
Council, said he was unaware of any
attempts to reach the church for this
application and gave his contact in-
formation to Mr. Gentile and Mr.
Meese.

Board members, residents and Mr.
Simon asked Mr. Gentile if he ever
discusses the financial component to
having a monopole built on their land.
Mr. Gentile said it is not an industry
standard practice to discuss such
matters until a landowner expresses
interest. “My job,” said Mr. Gentile,
“is to find an interested landowner.”

The cell tower hearing will con-
tinue on Monday, February 24, and at
a special meeting on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 26. The public portion of the
meetings begin at 7:45 p.m. in the
Cranford Municipal Building. CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Council
town’s parks, gave a summary. After
the report, residents voiced concerns
about making changes to Brightwood
Park, including concerns regarding
the addition of mountain biking trails
and other changes that they believe
would disturb the natural elements of
the park. Mountain biking club mem-
bers and enthusiasts disagreed that
the trails would disturb the natural
element of the park and said they
would tend to the trails.

Board of Education members
Peggy Oster and Brendan Galligan
each spoke separately about their
concern that not one board member
was included on the committee that
was involved with the parks plan,
given that one of the primary recom-
mendations is to turf the field at Edison
Intermediate School (EIS). The turf
field proposed would include two full-
size soccer fields and a softball field,
and would be lighted and contain
restrooms and a concession stand,
according to the recommended plan
Mr. Hoagland presented for that
space. While Dana Sullivan, business
administrator for the board of educa-
tion, was on the parks plan commit-
tee, Mr. Galligan noted that she was
told she could not speak of what was
said in the committee meetings, so
board members first heard of EIS
being a priority, which means being
completed within two years, at the
same time the study was released to
the public.

Mr. Galligan and Ms. Oster had
each noted that the town’s population

is expected to rise, which could equate
to more students, and mean expan-
sion of the schools. Mr. Galligan said
the plan notes that the population is
expected to increase by 20 percent in
the next 10 to 20 years, and if a law is
passed where New Jersey schools are
obligated to provide preschool, then
the capacity of the schools is at an
even greater risk of needing to be
expanded, and could mean the turf
would be ripped up.

He asked the governing body to
table the section of the parks plan that
includes school fields until the board
of education and the town can meet
and discuss the matter. He said the
board has already studied and as-
sessed school district fields and could
share those results with the town. The
mayor and council ultimately voted
to pass the resolution without tabling
any portions.

$150, while chamber members, who
also could be the same business, would
pay around $75, Mr. Kalnins said.

Deputy Mayor Kathleen Miller
Prunty said Cranford businesses,
whether a chamber member or not,
should pay the same table rate.

“I have a hard time charging Cran-
ford business owners to maintain a
table in front of their store, especially
considering the amount they already
pay in rent to have a store in the
downtown,” Ms. Prunty said.

She said Westfield mandated a simi-
lar statute for downtown businesses
to ease participation costs in town
events. Ms. Prunty serves as the in-
terim executive director of the Down-
town Westfield Corporation, the man-
agement entity of Westfield’s special
improvement district.

“The chamber would be open to
something similar,” Mr. Kalnins said.

This year’s Memorial Day Parade
will include sponsors whose banners

will remain raised above the walking
route throughout the year, said Don
Sweeney, a founding member of the
Cranford 86 Project, representing 86
men who have been given bronze
plaques at Memorial Park recogniz-
ing them as Hometown Heroes. Mr.
Sweeney said in previous years the
banners would be up specifically for
the parade.
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Cranford Capital Budget

Paul Peyton for The Westfield Leader
NEW CONTRACT?...The Union County Assistant Prosecutors Association (APA),
pictured seated, came before the Board of Chosen Freeholders last Thursday as
they seek a new contract. The union’s previous contract expired December 31,
2017.

cluded the directly discussed prop-
erty lots, but surrounding property
owners who can be impacted by the
decision. He said the township com-
mittee will remain transparent
throughout the process.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen, Jr.
voted against the ordinance, stating
that there is a “better way” Cranford
can meet affordable-housing obliga-
tions versus using condemnation.
Commissioner Hannen stated that
condemnation benefits developers
who “see just a plot of land.”

He said the developers do not un-
derstand “sweat equity,” time busi-
ness owners devote to their business
before they open for business and
after closing and throughout the day
to deliver a product.

“I understand we (Cranford) have
affordable-housing needs which has
limited our options,” Commissioner
Hannen said.

Mr. Hannen said that designating
the ordinance’s proposed lots allows
the township to address upkeep con-
cerns regarding property along one of
Cranford’s entrances while address-
ing fair-share housing obligations.
However, a redevelopment similar to
the “river front” buildings worked
significantly well for both the com-
munity and individual stakeholders
without “using condemnation,” he
added.

“It is a last resort. The town, in and
of itself, is not looking to come and
just take someone’s business,” Com-
missioner Jean-Albert Maisonneuve
said.

Commissioner Maisonneuve said
the ordinance is not only a “progres-
sive” response to affordable-housing
obligations, but signifies the town-
ship working with “businesses in the
area.”

“We need to be careful with the use
of the word (condemnation.) It’s like
we’re going to come to your business
tomorrow and start ripping people
out. That’s not the point of it (the
ordinance),” Commissioner
Maisonneuve said.

He said “the point is” to work with
the developers, business owners, and
what is best for the community.

“What we do up here and the deci-
sions we make is for the best of every-
one in this community,” Mr.
Maisonneuve said.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
said she would “reluctantly” vote yes
on the ordinance. She said that al-
though she was uncomfortable with

the ordinance’s “eminent domain”
portion, Cranford must meet the af-
fordable-housing obligations estab-
lished by fair share housing.

In other business, Mayor Giblin
honored Cranford resident Dottie
Baniewicz with a proclamation upon
her retirement after serving the Cran-
ford business community for two de-
cades. The mayor said that during
Ms. Baniewicz’s tenure the Cranford
Chamber of Commerce rose to be
“one of the most respected” in Union
County.

Since 2005, Ms. Baniewicz served
as the Chamber’s director, stated
Mayor Giblin. Ms. Baniewicz was
named the chamber’s executive di-
rector in 2014.

“The amount of care she has given
to town hall, businesses, and the com-
munity at-large is unrivaled. It will
never be done again,” said former
Chamber president Kurt Petschow,
Jr. in describing Ms. Baniewicz’s
contributions.

In addition, Ms. Baniewicz volun-
teered tirelessly in assisting Cranford
Family Care for 15 years, coordinat-
ing successful fundraiser nights such
as Ladies Night Out, and the “town-
wide garage sale,” Mayor Giblin said.

Mayor Giblin cited “her tremen-
dous contributions to providing the
Cranford community with lively, in-
teresting and fun events such as Break-
fast with Santa, trolley rides, the down-
town tree lighting, street fairs, and
Cruiser Nights.”

Mr. Petschow said Ms. Baniewicz
is “one of the true unspoken heroes in
Cranford.

“It’s just what she does. Words and
thank you’s are not enough, but that’s
all I can say. Thank you,” Mr.
Petschow said.

Ms. Baniewicz said the Cranford
Police Department, Fire Department
and Department of Public Works
helped with the success of charity
events in Cranford.

“Without the people in this build-
ing (Town Hall), none of this would
be possible. They never told me no,”
Ms. Baniewicz said.
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Cranford Seeks to Redevelop
Part of North Avenue
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