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Arthouse Film Festival:
The Best Films from Sundance, Cannes and Toronto

Are Coming to New Jersey
MOUNTAINSIDE — On Septem-

ber 23, Arthouse Film Festival will
return for 10 weeks to its home base
New Jersey theatres: AMC
Mountainside and AMC Monmouth
Mall.

If you are not one of the thousands
of New Jersey film buffs who have
attended in years past, just imagine
seeing a festival-winning gem before
release to the public, then the lights
come up, and there in front of you are
the creators of the film, ready to an-
swer questions and discuss their work.

Oscar winners and nominees Danny
Aiello, Alan Arkin, Frank Darabont,
Jesse Eisenberg, Ethan Hawke, Jean-
Pierre Jeunet, Melissa Leo, Viggo
Mortensen, Chazz Palminteri, John
Sayles, Aaron Sorkin, Fisher Stevens
and David Strathairn have joined
Dylan Baker, Jim Breuer, Famke
Janssen, Danai Gurira, Joseph Gor-
don-Levitt, Derek Luke, Mary Stuart
Masterson, David Morse, Connie
Nielsen, Joe Pantoliano and Kevin
Smith as guest speakers who have
come to share their insights with fes-
tival participants.

The festival has hosted 1,924 movie
premieres with 1,186 live guest ap-
pearances over the past 28 years.

“The program will always be flex-
ible in order to take advantage of

opportunities as they arise,” said fes-
tival director Chuck Rose. “Wonder-
ful surprises and fantastic celebrities
can pop up out of nowhere, so we try
to keep the schedule as fluid as pos-
sible.

“Even before we started in 1991, I
began working to create an interna-
tional VIP network of actors, direc-
tors, screenwriters, producers, jour-
nalists and film industry pros whose
jobs involve creating and evaluating
the cream of Sundance, Cannes,
Toronto, Telluride, Venice, Berlin,
SXSW and the other important film
festivals. We also work to ferret out
potential hits in the development and
production stages so we are ready to
pounce on the best films first.

“Last fall, before release to the
public, we premiered: Green Book,
First Man, Cold War, Shoplifters, The
Guilty, The Old Man & the Gun, At
Eternity’s Gate and many more out-
standing films which then went on to
earn 16 Oscar, 12 Golden Globe and
18 British Academy Award nomina-
tions.”

For information, to see which films
were screened in the past, or which
ones may be screened this year, or to
register, visit:
www.ArthouseFilmFestival.com or
call (732) 870-6012.

The festival is open to anyone, but
seating is limited, so early enroll-
ment is advised. Subscription is $139
for five weeks or $245 for all 10
weeks. After September 17, rates
will go up. Also being offered is a
specially priced flex ticket so users
may choose any eight out of 10 nights
for their convenience.

Confirmed films and those under
consideration for the upcoming festi-
val include: Bombshell with Nicole
Kidman, Charlize Theron, director
Jay Roach; By the Grace of God with
Melvil Poupaud, Denis Menochet,
director Francois Ozon; The Current
War with Benedict Cumberbatch,
Michael Shannon, director Alfonso
Gomez-Rejon; Greener Grass with
Dawn Luebbe, Beck Bennett, direc-
tor Jocelyn DeBoer; Honey Boy with
Shia LaBouf, Lucas Hedges, director
Alma Har’el; JoJo Rabbit with
Scarlett Johansson, Sam Rockwell,
director Rian Johnson; Last Christ-
mas with Emilia Clarke, Emma Th-
ompson, director Paul Feig; Lucy In
the Sky with Natalie Portman, Jon
Hamm, director Noah Hawley; Moth-
erless Brooklyn with Bruce Willis,
Gugu Mbatha-Raw, director Ed
Norton; Parasite with Kang-ho Song,
director Bong Joon-Ho; Recorder:
The Marion Stokes Project director
Matt Wolf; The Report with Adam
Driver, Annette Bening, director Scott
Z. Burns; Saint Frances with Kelly
O’Sullivan, director Alex Thompson;
Scandalous director Mark Landsman;

Photo courtesy Argus String Quartet
STRINGS AT THE STEEPLE SERIES…The Argus String Quartet will launch
the 2019-20 Steeple Concert season at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield on
Sunday, September 22, at 5 p.m. Prominently featured throughout the U.S. and
worldwide, Argus won First Prize at both the 2017 M-Prize Chamber Arts
Competition and the 2017 Concert Artists Guild Victor Elmaleh Competition.

Steeple Concerts at St. Paul’s
To Host Musical Stars

The Truth with Catherine Deneuve,
director Hirokazu Koreeda; and more
to come!

About Chuck Rose
Arthouse Film Festival was founded

by Chuck Rose in 1990.  Since then,
Rose has curated and staged over
1,900 movie premieres, importing and
interviewing over 1,100 actors and
filmmakers from all over the world.

His film festivals and symposia
have been sponsored by Universal
Pictures, Paramount Pictures, the
Screen Actors Guild Foundation,
Rutgers University, Kean University,
Caldwell College and more than a
dozen other film industry, academic
and arts organizations.

Inspiration for Arthouse Film Festi-
val grew out of Rose’s experiences at
the University of Southern California
where Professor Arthur Knight
screened a variety of not-yet-released
movies followed by discussions with
actors and filmmakers.  Specifically,
the seed was planted after an evening
when Professor Knight’s surprise guest
was Alfred Hitchcock. Rose remem-
bers, “Everything changed after that.
Just being in the room with Hitchcock
was life altering. His simple, yet bril-
liant explanations of technique, and
his droll, but hilarious anecdotes about
directing Ingrid Bergman, Cary Grant,
Grace Kelly and the rest, thrilled and
motivated a pack of know-it-all film
students. Hitchcock and Knight had
more than a glass of wine with dinner,
so the gloves were off, and no one was
spared.”

Spending time on both coasts, Rose
has authored 24 screenplays, directed
Vietnam Vets starring Danny Aiello,
worked in the story department at
Orion Pictures, served as a Contrib-
uting Editor at Movies USA, and writ-
ten feature articles on the film indus-
try for The Hollywood Reporter.

He has held faculty positions at
Seton Hall University, Adelphi Uni-
versity and The New School where he
developed a program in Film Script
Analysis adopted by executives at
HBO, ABC and many independent
production companies.

Rose is an alumnus of the Warner
Bros. Writers Workshop, and holds a
Master of Arts in Cinema History,
Criticism and Aesthetics from the
University of Southern California and
a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Film Pro-
duction from New York University.

Public Invited to Intro
To Square Dancing

CLARK — Y Squares, a square
dance club located in Clark, invites
the public to three introductory square
dances on Tuesday evenings, Sep-
tember 17, September 24 and Octo-
ber 1, from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. at the
Frank Hehnley School, 590 Raritan
Road, Clark. The first of these dances
that you attend is free.

Square dancing offers everyone an
opportunity to make new friends,
while at the same time becoming more
mentally and physically stimulated.
No prior knowledge or training is
necessary to learn to square dance.
It’s great fun, good exercise and ter-
rific socialization for people of all
ages. We welcome couples and
singles. If you are uncomfortable with
dancing, this is for you. You just walk
in formations to great music like coun-
try western, folk and pop.

If you are interested in attending,
just come to Hehnly School on any of
the dates. If you have any questions,
please contact Susan at (732) 287-
1333 or visit our New Jersey website
at www.nnjsda.org.Westfield to Hold Inaugural

Multicultural Fest. Saturday
WESTFIELD – The Town of

Westfield, with sponsorship support
from the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders and Coldwell
Banker, will host its first-ever
Westfield Multicultural Festival on
Saturday, September 14, from 1 to 3
p.m. at Mindowaskin Park. This cel-
ebration of Westfield’s unique and
diverse community will feature mu-
sic and dance performances, food,
cultural displays, and expo booths.

The festivities will kick off with a
parade of nations from the
Mindowaskin Playground to the ga-
zebo. Music and dance performances
will follow shortly afterwards, and
will include bagpipers; Indian dances
by middle and high school students;
two traditional English Baroque songs
performed by Valencia School of
Music; Bengali dance performances;
a modified Israeli belly dance by
Sharon Fit Belly Dance & Group
Fitness Studio; Irish dancing from
Shea Jennings School of Irish Dance;
a Bollywood flash mob; the West
Coast Swing, Dominican Bachata and
German Polka by The Westfield Ball-
room; a steel drum band; an Ameri-
can Barbershop Quartet sponsored
by the Union County Office of Cul-
tural & Heritage Affairs; and the Chi-
nese Lion Dance and folk music or-
ganized by the Westfield Area Chi-
nese American Association.

There will also be booths from
various countries displaying infor-
mation, crafts, artwork, clothing, and
other activities including a carrom
board, henna and origami. In addi-
tion, several local restaurants will be
on hand to represent international
cuisines, including Westfield Station
Café, Vine Ripe Markets, 1958 Cu-
ban Cuisine, and Outta Hand Pizza.

“I’m thrilled to have Westfield host
this event to highlight the many vi-
brant cultures in and around our
town,” said Westfield Mayor Shelley
Brindle. “We’ve seen such an enthu-
siastic response from members of the
community to showcase their heri-
tages and participate in this first-time
event. I hope everyone will join us for
what I expect will be a fantastic after-
noon celebrating diversity.”

“The Board of Chosen Freeholders
are pleased to provide support for the
Westfield Multicultural Festival,” said
Freeholder Chair Bette Jane
Kowalski. “I am glad that the Town of
Westfield is celebrating the melting
pot of different cultures within the
community. Our diversity is what
makes the County of Union a won-
derful place to live, work, and visit.”

This event is free to the public and
attendees are encouraged to bring
lawn chairs to enjoy the performances.
In the event of rain, the festivities will
be moved to Saturday, September 21.

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

“It’s complicated.”
Thus spake Luce Edgar, heretofore the

brilliant and handsome apple of every
teacher’s eye at his high school in Arling-
ton, Virginia, when the senior’s stellar
reputation suddenly comes into question.
Guilty or not of the swirling accusations,
rumors and innuendoes, Kelvin Harrison,
Jr.’s superbly sculpted BMOC speaks
volumes about the perception of stature.
The predicament in which he finds him-
self is but one of numerous subplots that
writhe, conjoin and impressively coa-
lesce into a highly dramatic meditation
on the very essence of truth itself.

Director Julius Onah, who co-wrote the
screenplay with J.C. Lee, puts the tension
level to the metal, intriguingly casting
aspersions like so many crumbs upon the
water, and in the process testing our ability
to separate cogent facts from those that
have been artfully manipulated. Shades of
Anatomy of a Murder (1959) in that all is
not what it seems to be, and that hardly
anyone immersed in the nitty-gritty of the
surreptitious goings-on can cast the pro-
verbial first stone in good conscience, the
scrutinization of our collective soul proves
quite exhausting.

By the closing credits, my frustration
at the absence of absolutes had me wish-
ing that Socrates might hop on stage for a
quick intervention about dealing with our
fallibility. Hopefully I’d have pen and
paper for his autograph. It’d look good
right next to my Warhol.

The given is that, in the final analysis,
this studious film makes its bones by
stirring your gray matter into being the
arbiter of its profound quandaries. And
while not being a puzzle solver and much
preferring a regular assembly line of easy
answers in life, such occasional prompt-
ing to test one’s mental acuity does have
its heartening place. Maybe it’s longer
than I think before I’ll be spilling por-
ridge on my Ferrari-emblazoned bib.

In any case, while you’ll be pressed
into investigative service by Luce, you
won’t know it right away. It’s almost
imperceptible. The trick is, the wolf as-
pect of the movie is sheathed in almost
playful sheep’s clothing as we are intro-
duced to college-bound Luce, a survivor
of the physical and psychological devas-
tations of civil war in his native Eritrea.
Adopted at age nine by a well-to-do white
couple portrayed by Naomi Watts and
Tim Roth, on first blush his rescue from
being just another ugly statistic of man’s
inhumanity to man stands in baffling
contrast to this testament of our goodness
and altruism. He is happy and perfect. Or
at least that’s how most folks in his em-
bracing society wish to see it.

But the ominousness seeps like vapor
onto the scenario, and once the hints of
something going on behind the Wizard of
Oz’s curtain are plied, we are tacitly
asked, ‘What’s wrong with this picture?’
And just to keep both sides of our brain
busy, Luce thickens the plot with a socio-
logical update on race relations courtesy

of the trials and tribulations that will
ultimately challenge our astute, test-tube
title character’s reputation and inner re-
solve.

It’s embroidered in the dialogue,
stitched into the
interactions…Reconstruction denied until
the Civil Rights Act of Lyndon Johnson’s
administration, 100 years after freedom
rang…the wound of our land’s original
sin left open to be picked at by the vulture
of bigotry.

I agree with the historians who say that
Lincoln was too brilliant a politician to
have let this happen…that if he had lived,
those greedy and racist powers that be
couldn’t have turned former slaves into a
second class of essentially indentured
servants. But as it stands, the Civil War
never really ended. It is fought every day,
obvious in voter suppression, tokenism,
symbolic gesture and a thousand other
disingenuous acts of unkindness. And so,
in the high school of the community
where Luce has been plopped down as
the poster child of progressivism, the
politics of Babbittry are nonetheless
played out in a microcosmic example of
America’s biggest eyesore.

It is a lot for a teenager to reckon with,
especially if one’s scars from the horrors
of a war-torn childhood have healed only
on the surface. But reminding of a young
Sidney Poitier as he channels the inner
strength it takes to be much more than is
required of one’s peers, Kelvin Harrison,
Jr. is hip to the heroism. Scrambling to
maintain balance as his parents suddenly
question his true nature, his star pupil
status challenged by Octavia Spencer’s
complexly stern educator, Luce’s plight
imparts a consolation axiom whilst mull-
ing the inscrutability of prejudice:
Whether involved in a life-defining im-
broglio or just trying to get good grades,
a backpack isn’t the heaviest thing a high-
schooler has to shoulder.

Luce, rated R, is a Neon release di-
rected by Julius Onah and stars Kelvin
Harrison, Jr., Naomi Watts and Tim Roth.
Running time: 109 minutes.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
POSITIVITY IN THE PARK…Kelli Bruno, center with acoustic guitar, per-
forms her original album “Nomahegan” in Nomahegan Park in Cranford in a free
concert this past Sunday afternoon. A crowd set up their chairs and blankets to
relax at the park in mild temperatures while she performed her songs offering up
positive messages in between each tune.

NEWEST FILMS…The Current War, Lucy In the Sky and many more not-yet-
released movies will premiere in the Arthouse Film Festival beginning Monday,
September 23, at AMC Mountainside and AMC Monmouth Mall. For informa-
tion, call (732) 870-6012 or visit: www.ArthouseFilmFestival.com.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Luce
Enlightening
3 popcorns

The Choral Arts
Society of NJ
Seeks Singers

AREA — The Choral Art Soci-
ety (CAS) of NJ, under the direc-
tion of Martin Sedek, launches its
2020 season and welcomes new
prospective members. The Cho-
ral Art Society of NJ since 1963 -
is a community chorus dedicated
to the study and performance of
the choral literature. Under the
direction of conductor Martin
Sedek, the choir performs two con-
certs each year, usually with or-
chestral accompaniment. CAS is
an avocational ensemble, so audi-
tions are not required; though sing-
ing and basic music reading abil-
ity is required. A hearing session
will take place with the director to
confirm voice part. CAS is a dues-
paying organization, with mem-
bership dues of $150 for the full
year, plus the cost of music (appx.
$20 per concert). CAS rehearses
in the choir room of The Presby-
terian Church, located at 140
Mountain Avenue, Westfield, on
Tuesday evenings from 7:30 to 10
p.m. Visit CASofNJ.org for more
information.

Photo submissions of
Westfield are being

accepted for
This Is Westfield.

Send all hi-res
submissions for
consideration to

ae@goleader.com.

WESTFIELD — Steeple Concerts at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield
has announced its program for the 2019-
2020 season. Sponsored by The Friends
of Music at St. Paul’s, the series includes
five concerts that feature a mix of instru-
mental and vocal music for all tastes. All
concerts are scheduled on Sunday after-
noons at 5 p.m.

The season opens on Sunday, Septem-
ber 22, with the dynamic and versatile
Argus String Quartet. Argus has quickly
acquired an impressive reputation since
its founding in Los Angeles in 2013. The
group “draws unexpected musical con-
nections across styles and centuries, fos-
tering community amongst performers,
audiences, and composers alike.”
(Calgary Herald). Argus has performed
at many prestigious venues, including
Carnegie’s Weill and Zankel Halls and
Lincoln Center’s Alice Tully Hall. Debut
performances for Washington Perform-
ing Arts at the Kennedy Center and Lin-
coln Center’s Great Performers series are
upcoming in 2019-20.

Violinist Lara St. John will perform a
varied program of traditional classical, as
well as folk-inspired music on November
17, with Matt Herskowitz at the piano.
Canadian-born St. John, a “high-pow-
ered soloist” (New York Times), has per-
formed with the orchestras of Cleveland,
Philadelphia, San Francisco, and Seattle,

as well as the Boston Pops and the Zurich
Chamber Orchestra.

The concert on January 26, 2020, fea-
tures a change of pace with the Canadian
Guitar Quartet (CGQ). CGQ’s most re-
cent album, “Mappa Mundi,” includes
works ranging from a Vivaldi concerto to
the Argentine tango.

March 26 brings to St. Paul’s The
Westerlies, a celebrated brass quartet.
Based in New York, the quartet is com-
prised of four childhood friends from
Seattle and features music for two trum-
pets and two trombones. The Westerlies
“navigate a wide array of venues and
projects with the precision of a string
quartet, the audacity of a rock band, and
the charm of a family sing-along.”

The season concludes with the 34th
Annual Masterworks Concert, featuring
the St. Paul’s Parish Choir with orches-
tra. This year’s concert, “Beethoven &
DvoYák,” will feature Antonin DvoYák’s
“Mass in D” and Ludwig van Beethoven’s
“Choral Fantasy.” The DvoYák Mass
exhibits the influence of Czech folk mu-
sic while scholars have noted similarities
between the Beethoven Fantasy and his
later Ninth Symphony.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is located
at 414 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Season subscriptions, as well as tickets to
individual concerts, are available at
www.steepleconcerts.org.

Follow Us on
Instagram

@westfieldleader
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