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MURRAY 2 GOALS, 2 ASSTS; ‘KORZ’, WILLIAMS SCORE

Cougars Fend Off Oak Knoll
In Girls Soccer Opener, 4-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Relaxing after a big lead nearly
cost the Cranford High School girls
soccer team dearly in its season opener
with the Oak Knoll Royals at Memo-
rial Field in Cranford on September
4. Within the first 12 minutes, the
home team seized a 3-0 lead and
began to believe it would be easy
sailing but the Royals chipped away
with a goal before halftime then took
control with two more goals in the
second half to knot the score before
the No. 17 ranked Cougars came to
their senses to add another goal in a 4-
3 victory.

“We know they are a quality team.
They won a sectional championship.
It’s not like you are playing a ‘B’ team
from another league, so this was an
awesome test to see where we are at,

to see where they are at and ulti-
mately to see where the conference is
at,” Cougar Head Coach Andrew
Gagliardo said.

Effective corner kicks played a
major role for the Cougars. Four min-
utes into the game senior striker
Maggie Murray launched a corner
kick from the left corner into the box
where senior striker Brooke Swandrak
and sophomore striker Riley
Korzeneski converged. For a while it
looked like Swandrak netted the goal
but it was Korzeneski, who rippled
the net.

“That’s what coach ‘G’ thought too.
We were both there but she tapped it
in,” Swandrak explained.

“They ran into each other. Riley
was on the keeper. I hit like a target
ball right into the middle. Riley tapped
off the keeper and the keeper was off-

balance, and Riley hit it right in,”
Murray described.

“Riley is a sophomore. She had six
goals for us last year playing limited
minutes. So I think she’s going to be
a big, big player for us this year. She
is definitely going to get a lot of goals
for us. For a sophomore to step up as
a starting striker with Maggie and
Brooke gives us a lot of options,” said
Coach Gagliardo, who added, “We
have a freshman Aileen McGovern, I
thought she played well today.”

Less than five minutes later, Murray
outmaneuvered a defender in the
middle and tapped in goal No. 2 past
the keeper unassisted.

“They were bobbling it around the
middle and I went at a girl and was
kicking it at her feet until it got past
her. Then it was one-on-one with the MARTIN 2 TDS, RICCI TD GRAB.; MANVILLE 2 SACKS

Holy Cross Comeback Stuns
Raiders in Grid Opener, 30-21

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Superb defense and adequate of-
fense in the first half and early in the
third quarter put the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football team
in the driver’s seat with a 21-0 lead
during its home opener against Holy
Cross in Scotch Plains on September
7. But hydration problems and fa-
tigue seemed to take effect afterwards
and the Lancers capitalized with suc-
cess in the air, some trickery and an
interception, while their big running
back, 235-lb Nasir Abney, kept pound-

ing away at the weary Raiders’ line,
resulting in a 30-21 Holy Cross come-
from-behind victory.

The Raiders’ stifling defense held
the Lancers to minus six yards rush-
ing and 21 yards passing in the first
half, while recording three sacks. Jun-
ior linebacker Jack Manville recorded
a four-yard sack then joined lineback-
ers Alex Werkheiser and Isaiah
Nathaniel on a six-yard sack. Junior
defensive lineman Lanre Shoyoye
added a 10-yard sack.

In the meantime, the Raiders’ of-
fense racked up 140-yards rushing on

20 carries and 41 yards in the air,
which included a 10-yard touchdown
(TD) strike from quarterback Hayden
Widder to receiver Camden Ricci.

“We were just trying to put in a
whole game. The first half we were
energized and excited to come out
here and we did what we had to do to
get it in the end zone,” Widder said.

“I would say that our defense was
clicking just like our offense. We came
in this game looking at number 11
[Abney]. We knew he was the guy we
needed to contain. We stopped them.

NELSON, SCHOSS, LYGHT & KLURMAN SCORE GOALS

Raiders ‘Swat’ Bayonne Bees
In Girls’ Soccer Opener, 4-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Total dominance from start to finish
earned the fifth-ranked Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls soccer
team a 4-0 shutout over the Bayonne
Bees in Scotch Plains on September 6.
Senior midfielder Rachel Schoss, jun-
ior attackers Corinne Lyght and Holly
Nelson and sophomore defender Leah
Klurman found the netting for the Raid-
ers. Senior Lizzy Ley and juniors Faith
Price and Georgi Vacca were credited
with assists.

The Raiders were shelling the Bees
from every direction and even
launched nine corner kicks in the first
half alone. Although there were fewer
corner kicks in the second half, the

Raiders attacked primarily from the
center and had Bayonne goalkeeper
Madison Arroyo reeling.

The Raiders’ first goal came two
minutes into the game when after
Schoss launched a corner kick into
the box, Nelson eventually got a foot
on it and ripped it past Arroyo.

“It was on the corner kick. Corrine
[Lyght] headed it but it kind of looked
like moving around in the box. Then
I turned around and it went behind the
goalie,” Nelson described.

A few Raider shots ricocheted off
the post then with 14:00 left in the
half, Schoss banged a bomb that
looped over the outstretched arms of
Arroyo and into the netting.

“It was around the blue line [around

35 yards out]. Lily [Camacho] played
it and I turned and there was literally
no one there in front of me. Everyone
was yelling ‘shoot’, so I just whacked
it,” Schoss explained.

More corner kicks and more
whackings later price set up Lyght for
the third goal.

“Lily had the ball on the left side
and she crossed it into the middle.
Faith [Price] was there and Faith was
able to play back to me and I was able
to get it past the goalie,” Lyght said.

As to the multitude of corner kicks
Lyght said, “Lizzy Ley and Rachel
Schoss were doing the corner kicks
and they had really good services and
they could pick out people, who were

MONTERO TOPS GARDINER IN COMPETITIVE MATCH

Blue Devils Defeat Cougars
In Competitive Tennis Match

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Team scores may not indicate the
degree of competition but when the
Westfield High School girls tennis
team left Cranford on September 4
with a 5-0 team victory, they were
aware that the Lady Cougars defi-
nitely provided some stiff competi-
tion.

“Overall, we were very happy with
our performance. It was our second
match this season, playing one of the
toughest teams in the county. We look
forward to a great season and hope-
fully repeat as conference champs,”
Cougar Head Coach Lisa Williams
expressed.

Blue Devil freshman Sofia Montero
and Cougar sophomore Molly
Gardiner were engaged in a long match
of exchanging volleys and keeping
serve until Montero finally won out in
two sets, 6-3, 6-3.

“Molly and Sophia played a very
competitive match that went much
longer than Molly’s typical matches
in our division. They were on serve
until Sophia broke her in each set. It
will be interesting to see if they will
meet again in the counties,” Coach

Williams said.
“Great opening match for Westfield

this season,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Matt Varhley expressed. “Cranford
played us tough today. First singles
for both teams are players to watch
this year.”

Both doubles matches went to three
sets. At first doubles, Blue Devils Ava
Pauk and Carly Burke outlasted
Amanda Newport and Kaylee
Marchesi, 6-2, 4-6, 6-3. At second
doubles, Emma Karp and Claudia
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RECORDING A SACK...Raiders Isaiah Nathaniel, No. 32, and Alex Werkheiser, No. 56, sack Holy Cross Lancer
quarterback Liwanu Miller, No. 4 during their opener in Scotch Plains. The Raiders sacked Miller four times.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONCENTRATING ON THE BALL...Cougar Kirsten Williams, No. 2, and Oak Knoll Royal Teagan Kocaj, No. 26,
concentrate on the ball during their game at Memorial Field in Cranford on September 4.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING POSITION ON THE BALL...Raider juniors Holly Nelson, No. 10, and Faith Price, No. 2, work to get position
on the ball during the home opener against the Bayonne Bees on September 6. The Raiders won 4-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING A RETURN...Blue Devil freshman Sophia Montero returns the ball in
her first singles match with Cougar sophomore Molly Gardiner.
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