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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

Policy on Political
Endorsements

The newspaper will publish politi-
cal endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the news-
paper at www.goleader.com. Submit-
tals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.

Those who would like their politi-
cal endorsements also published in
the printed newspaper can do so by
using the paid service at https://
w w w . g o l e a d e r . c o m / f o r m /
bulletin.htm.

We publish letters to the editor in
the printed newspaper on issues of
importance to our readers at the dis-
cretion of the editors.

Together, We’ll Build On Our
Strengths, The Needs Of Our Future
My three kids tell me that Westfield

will always be home, filled with
memories of the soccer teams they
played on and I coached, our favor-
ite diners for breakfast, and a his-
toric home that we brought back to
life.

I served on the Parking Advisory
Committee in 2001 and am currently
ontthe town’s reinstated Green Team.
With an engineering degree from
UMass Amherst, I built a career man-
aging risk to strengthen communi-
ties just like ours for the long-term.

We’ve seen the difference proac-
tive leadership has made so far in
Westfield. Mayor Brindle led the
effort to achieve a 0 percent mu-
nicipal tax increase for the first time,
prioritized the fight for peak one

seat rides for commuters like me,
and paved more roads than ever
before. I’m running to be your Ward
1 councilman to build on this
progress.

I look forward to supporting a long-
term vision for Westfield that revital-
izes our Downtown and reflects our
priorities: fiscal responsibility, smart
growth, sustainability, and quality of
life. Together, we’ll build on our
strengths to meet the needs of our
future.

As I continue knocking on doors
through fall, I look forward to meet-
ing you and earning your vote on
November 5.

Jim Boyes, Candidate
Westfield Ward One

Saving The Rialto
Comes At Steep Price

As a former owner of two indepen-
dent multiplex cinemas, there is a
way of trying to save the Rialto, it’s
obvious, but comes with a steep price.
The theater to continue as a first run
movie house has to be completely
renovated with new high back reclin-
ing seats, top of the line sound sys-
tem, larger screens and a lobby re-
model, which even when done still
would not guarantee success.

Ticket prices at the Rialto were
close to the same as the Cinemark in

North Plainfield and the AMC on
Route 22, which includes plenty of
room for free parking, so where would
you go?

As a longtime resident of Westfield
I, too, am saddened by it’s closing but
let’s face the facts, as we see in so
many businesses in small towns, the
Rialto Theatre could no longer afford
to keep up with the megaplexes and
will forever be missed.

Jay Shulman
Westfield

Patriot Day,
‘You Were There’

Eighteen years ago, the sun shone bright
that faithful September 11th morn. Its
light cascade down the bright steel and
glass of the Twin Towers silhouetting the
Manhattan skyline.

Quiet was in power that day.
The cloudless blue sky umbrella, the

brick and mortar of the greatest city in the
world.

In a moment in time the unthinkable
occurred, two passenger airlines filled
with men, women and children were hi-
jacked by suicidal terrorists with no in-
tention of landing. Their mission was
clear; a jihad against America. Empty of
compassion and the sanctity of life, they
fly the aircraft into the Twin Towers
consecutively. Oh the terror in the hearts
and minds of those aboard. Mothers
clutching their children and holding back
tears, reassuring them that everything is
going to be all right so they would not
know their horrible faith. Others desper-
ately texting or calling their loved ones to
say goodbye and profess their love for the
last time.

Thousands were killed upon impact.
Ensuing explosions ignited fire so in-
tense it melted the steel girders like but-
ter, collapsing the first then the second
tower resulting in a plume to that of a
nuclear bomb mushrooming high in the
sky that it blocked out the sun. Screams of

desperation echoed through the canyons
of New York and the never ending sounds
of sirens kept reverberating nonstop.

New York City wasn’t the only target
for these vicious terrorists. A third hi-
jacked aircraft struck the Pentagon in
Washington, D.C., resulting in massive
loss of life. The fourth hijacked airliner
did not hit their target. A super heroic feat
by the passengers forced that aircraft into
an open field, saving incalculable lives.

As we gather across our land to sit in
repose of all those lost on September 11,
2001, we can only image these lost chil-
dren who had their futures taken away,
how great they would have been, possible
in a medical field finding a cure for can-
cer or a scientist discovering the alterna-
tive fuel and possibly a President who
would bring peace to America and the
world.

In writing this, the emotions are over-
whelming. To those lost may the Lord
keep you close in your heavenly place. To
the survivors your strength and resolve is
undeniable.

To law enforcement, firefighters and
EMT personnel, your bravery and sacri-
fice will never be forgotten. For the rest of
us let us remain united in peace.

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

Mayor Todisco And Garwood Council
Were Correct On Fire Truck Decision
I’m writing today to commend Mayor

Sara Todisco and the entire borough
council on their recent decision to move
forward with the Garwood Fire
Department’s request to purchase a
ladder truck. I am fully in support of
this purchase, as well as ensuring the
equipment needs of our first respond-
ers are met whenever possible going
forward. I also want to compliment
Fire Chief Allan Tweedle on his excel-
lent and detailed presentations in both
of the town hall meetings held on this
topic earlier this year. Chief Tweedle
made clear the need for the ladder
truck while answering all resident ques-
tions during these sessions.

Back in 2011, the house next door to
mine burned. One of the things which
saved my house from burning along
with it was the speedy response of
mutual aid from all across Union
County with ladder trucks in support of
Garwood’s bravest. We were lucky that
night. My neighbors survived and my
house was saved because mutual aid
was available and arrived shortly after
our Garwood Fire Department. With-
out our own resources here in town,
someone may not be as lucky the next
time there is a fire.

While I have seen a handful of former
council members and current candi-
dates try to make this issue about put-
ting the purchase of a ladder truck on a
referendum, I’m glad the council did
their job by taking a stand and casting
a vote on this important public safety
matter. After all, they were all elected
to do the job of making decisions for
our community as a whole. That means
they need to do their due diligence in
gaining knowledge, listen to the resi-
dents, and then vote on the issues. I
attended both informal town-hall meet-
ings held in April and May where the
vast majority of citizens who spoke

supported the purchase of this ladder
truck. So I feel compelled to ask, what
is the value of a life?

Also, I must point out the newest
truck in the GFD is from 2005. This
means it is certainly time for our town
to support this important and dedicated
department with proper equipment, oth-
erwise we should begin to consider
how much more expensive it would be
if Garwood had to get a paid depart-
ment or pay to share with another town.
We have over 25 outstanding volun-
teers who make sure all calls are re-
sponded to, whether day or night. We
need to make sure they are properly
equipped so they can make a safe re-
turn to their families after being called
out to protect ours.

Our residents have seven voices
speaking for them every day: The
elected mayor and members of the bor-
ough council who represent all of us
without regard to partisanship. We all
have our say every Election Day on
who will represent us, and we delegate
to those representatives the responsi-
bility to do their homework, attend the
meetings, listen to the advice of profes-
sionals and subject matter experts and
then make the best decisions possible
for all of us. These men and women
were elected to make decisions, from
the mundane day-to-day of keeping a
town running all the way up to the very
hard choices on budgets and finances.

I believe the mayor and council got
this one right, and I applaud them for
moving forward and governing with
conviction rather than hiding behind
“let’s put it to the voters” and kicking
the can down the road yet again. The
voters will speak again this November,
and I believe they will approve of the
actions of this group of representatives
as heartily as I do.

Vincent Kearney
Garwood

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Selcouth – Rare; unusual
2. Synocil – In zoology, a sense organ

in sponges
3. Zabra – Small sailing vessel
4. Zimb – Dipterous insect of Ethiopia

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

INEXTIRPABLE
1. Not subject to corruption
2. Uncontrollable; unmanageable
3. Not to be uprooted
4. Not capable of being measured or

weighed
TIND

1. To force or drive out; expel
2. To mix or jumble
3. To bend or turn
4. To kindle

INDUVIAE
1. The shattering effect of a sudden

burst of energy, as in an explosion
2. The withered leaves which remain

on the stems of some plants
3. Discolored or blackened
4. The trimmings of skins and hides,

used for making glue
THRENODY

1. Humiliation; shame; falling from
grace

2. Of little or no consequence
3. A song of lamentation; a dirge
4. The art of magic; legerdemain

Would It Have Been Better Had
AMC Bought Local Theaters?

Fall Brings New Opportunities
To Contribute Our Talents

For the second time in two weeks, local theatergoers
have lost a popular movie house with the closing of
the Cranford Theatre. This follows the closing of the
Rialto Theatre in Westfield. Both theaters were
operated by New Vision Theaters, which acquired
them in 2017. The buildings, however, are owned by
Jesse Sayegh through his LLCs. Mr. Sayegh oper-
ated both theaters before selling them off several
years ago, while keeping the buildings themselves.

The loss of these long-time businesses is likely
going to reduce foot traffic in both towns, which
could impact restaurants, ice cream shops and coffee
houses. Our downtowns have witnessed the closing
of a lot of long-established businesses before. The
Jolly Trolley, which was renamed The Office Beer
Bar & Grill, was a staple in Westfield for genera-
tions. And Theresa’s Restaurant in Westfield closed
after two decades. Not to mention the Music Staff,
which closed in 1999 after 32 years in downtown
Westfield.

But community-based movie theaters will be dif-
ficult to replace, as they offer entertainment to
patrons ranging from couples to families and are
within walking distance of food establishments. The
Rialto and Cranford theaters have been downtown
hubs, their lighted marquees beckoning film fans.
The operator of the two movie houses used the close
proximity of the Westfield and Cranford theaters to
treat them as a multiplex. However, the condition of
the theaters had deteriorated in recent years, while
the big movie houses like AMC in Mountainside
offer plush seating, great sound systems and a large

lobby, including the area for food and soft drinks.
But, in the end, would it have been better if AMC

owned the Westfield and Cranford theaters, as al-
most happened? AMC acquired Carmike a few
years ago in a $1.2-billion deal. The United States
Department of Justice, which challenged the merger,
in the end approved the deal on the condition that
AMC sell theaters in 15 markets in nine states where
it competes with Carmike, including here in Union
County. Locally, AMC owns the multiplex on Route
22 in Mountainside as well as multiplexes in Lin-
den, Menlo Park in Edison and at the Jersey Gardens
Mall in Elizabeth. So, Carmike sold the Westfield
and Cranford theaters to New Vision. The Justice
Department felt competition between AMC and
Carmike kept prices down and, thus, did not favor
the merger without a sell-off of some of Carmike’s
movie houses. Would AMC had invested the dollars
for the necessary upgrades? Apparently, New Vi-
sion did not want to spend the capital to make both
theaters first-class entertainment locations.

So while this is a private business issue, we hope
both the Westfield and Cranford governments can
provide input to attract another theater or some other
entertainment establishment to the area that will fit
in nicely with these two successful downtowns. But,
if nothing else, regardless of future businesses that
go in the two locations, at least let us save the
marquees, as they are part of the historic fabric of
both communities.

But, please, no housing developments in the cen-
ter of our downtowns.

While summer vacations may be over, the ap-
proaching autumn offers us myriad fresh opportuni-
ties to cultivate our talents, skills and interests right
where we live, all with the potential to enrich not just
our own lives but our overall communities.

Such opportunities abound for those of all ages,
lifestyles and backgrounds. Many area civic organi-
zations and other groups conduct their activities
from September through June, with their new sea-
sons just getting underway. They frequently extend
invitations for new members to join their ranks.

These groups span a wide range of pursuits, from
history to horticulture, education to the environ-
ment, philanthropy to community service, to list
just a sampling. Adults and youth who enjoy the
arts and literature also can find multiple outlets for
their passion. Our libraries offer book clubs, mov-
ies, craft programs and other endeavors, while our
local community theaters and music ensembles
present an engaging mix of dramas, comedies and
concerts throughout the year.

Additionally, area residents have multiple options
for broadening their horizons through The Adult
School of the Chathams, Madison and Florham
Park, of which the Westfield Adult School became a
part several years ago. A diverse range of courses
and other special programs also are available to all,
including those with special needs, through the

Westfield Area YMCA and the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA. More such activities can be discov-
ered through our municipal recreation departments.

Area houses of worship likewise are launching
their Fall calendar of events, among them prepara-
tions for upcoming religious holidays, and also
encourage members of the community to check out
all they have to offer.

Of course some of the most rewarding opportu-
nities can be found in volunteering, and many
avenues to do so are close to home as well. Our
local rescue squads are always in need of new
members to ensure sufficient coverage for all their
shifts. Among other worthy causes to which people
can donate their time are the Center for Hope
Hospice and Palliative Care, Imagine, Caring Con-
tact, Mobile Meals and Literacy New Jersey.

A Senior Activities Expo will be held on Friday,
September 20, from 9 to 11 a.m., at Temple Emanu-
El in Westfield. Hosted by Lifelong Westfield, it
will feature exhibits and representatives from vari-
ous organizations offering social, volunteer and
employment opportunities for senior citizens.

Each of us has something to learn, something to
offer, and something we can achieve. We urge all
residents to explore the many ways they can grow as
individuals and contribute their own special gifts to
maintaining the vitality of our communities.

Asm. Jon Bramnick
Speaks of Governance
I have the privilege of serving you

in the New Jersey State Assembly and
as the Assembly Minority Leader.
My approach to governing has al-
ways been to approach every issue
with an eye towards common sense
solutions.

Unfortunately, extreme one-party
rule has taken over Trenton. My op-
ponents are running to join this new
extreme wing of the Democratic Party.
They refuse to support common-sense
fiscal reforms that are necessary for
this state to survive.

New Jersey families are being
forced out of our state because they
cannot afford to stay here. That is
why I have voted against 135 tax
increases. Instead, I introduced a bill
to cap state spending at two percent.
Municipalities are required to cap
their spending. The state should have
to play by the same rules. Limiting
state spending will allow us to cut
taxes, keeping more money in your
pocket.

I have been the leader against court
imposed high-density housing. Al-
lowing the courts to continue squeez-
ing thousands of new units into our
communities will lead to higher prop-
erty taxes, more wear and tear on our
infrastructure and overwhelm our
schools.

I was elected to serve you and that
is what I will continue to do. That is
why I have been endorsed by Demo-
crats, Republicans, Independents,
multiple business groups and New
Jersey teachers.

Asm. Jon Bramnick
Westfield


