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Start Cooking with Gas
To Advertise Your Business,

Contact Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager
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Sparking the Mind
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Join us at the JCC for an opportunity to learn, discuss and be part of a stimulating community. For adults of all ages. 

Fact vs. Fiction in Historical Musicals – Sept/Oct  •  From Bach to Sinatra – Oct/Nov  •  Great Museum Exhibits – Jan/Feb

For information, contact Alison Rivlin at 908-889-8800 x260 or arivlin@jccnj.org.
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Scotch Plains
www.jccnj.org
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Sayegh said he is considering it.
The buildings, should they not attract

a theater operator, could be fitted to
have mixed use of retail and apartments
and retain the marquees, he said.

“We’d like to see it operating as a
functional theater,” Cranford Mayor
Patrick Giblin told The Times last
Wednesday. The Cranford Theatre is
“considered of historical importance
to our town,” Mayor Giblin said in a
township committee workshop meet-
ing on Monday night. A subcommit-
tee of residents and township offi-
cials is to be formed to assist in brain-
storming ideas, the township com-
mittee agreed to on Monday.

In the meantime, Mr. Sayegh and
New Vision Cinemas LLC are in court
over the lease agreement. Mr. Sayegh
had a lease agreement with New Vi-
sion Cinemas, which operated the
downtown theaters, that extended to
December 31, 2020. But New Vision
is looking to get out of the lease, Mr.
Sayegh said, and has filed a lawsuit
against him.

The two parties had a case manage-
ment conference on Monday in the
state Superior Court of Union County.
Justin Scheier, an attorney for New
Vision, said he expects the case to not
settle and to go to trial, which could
happen at the end of 2020. Mr. Sayegh
said he is seeking to amend the case
arguing that New Vision has acted in
a manner of abandonment after they
vacated the Cranford Theatre last
week.

New Vision has closed the Cran-
ford Theatre as of last Wednesday
night. The company had a Budget
rent a truck out front moving boxes
into the back of the truck, and placed
on the marquee — Closed — with
details for refunds. By Thursday, New
Vision had completely emptied the
theater, including all of the theater
operating equipment, Mr. Sayegh
said. They moved out overnight, “like
a bunch of burglars,” he said.

“I notified them this morning that
they are not able to return and if they
do, it would be considered as unlaw-
ful entry,” Mr. Sayegh told The Times
in a phone interview Friday after-
noon.

He has been battling with New Vi-
sion back and forth as of last year
over the lease, he said.

New Vision ticket sales have plum-
meted, said Mr. Sayegh. When Mr.
Sayegh sold the Rialto it was bringing
in $225,000 a year, and currently the
theater was earning $7,000, he said.
Cranford at the time he sold the the-
atre operation it was bringing in
$160,000 to 170,000 a year, and now

earnings are between $50,000 to
$60,000 a year, he said.

On top of poor revenue, both the
Rialto and the Cranford Theater have
had mold inside due to sump pumps
that were disconnected and water
flowing into the theatres soaking the
carpets and fabric skirts under the
screens, Mr. Sayegh said. Also, he
attested that New Vision has failed to
ventilate the buildings, maintain the
HVAC and ductwork, nor have they
used humidifiers. He said in the the-
ater industry a specific humidifier is
used that is quiet and effective, but
New Vision does not use them.

Further, the Rialto had sewage seep-
ing into the basement from a ramp on
Central Avenue and the office on the
second floor had mold, Mr. Sayegh
said.

Mr. Sayegh said the lease states
New Vision is responsible for the
inside of the building and all me-
chanical equipment.

In the lawsuit, New Vision says the
owner “has failed to properly and
adequately repair and maintain the
Cranford premises which has resulted
in continuance water leaks.”

Mr. Sayegh said he had a structural
engineer assess the roof structure,
and paid to have the roof and surface
cracks in the wall repaired last fall,
and as a result there have been no
leaks. Mr. Sayegh blames the holes in
the HVAC ductwork for any leaks
and New Vision is responsible for
making those repairs, he said.

According to the lawsuit, New Vi-
sions states, “At all times Plaintiff
acted in good faith and fulfilled all
obligations required.”
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New Vision Cinemas
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Zoning Bd.

enue and Mountain Avenue for de-
cades. The planning board will then
have a chance to evaluate the pro-
posed redevelopment before the town-
ship council gives its final approval.

At the committee’s meeting, which
took place last night and will be de-
tailed in next week’s issue of The
Times, board members were also ex-
pected to formally designate Advance
Realty Investors, a Bedminster-based
developer, and its partner, PS&S En-
gineering, as the entity that will work
with the township on redeveloping
the public properties in the down-
town business district. The mayor
said he expects that a schedule will be
laid out for Advance/PS&S to have
formal plans ready for consideration
within 150 days.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Parker

street from the Natale property for
more than 40 years told the board that
515 Forest Road has been a two-
family house for the entire time she
has lived on the street.

At the start of its meeting, the board
welcomed Craig Peskin as its newest
member and also elevated Richard
Polhamus to a permanent seat on the
board. The zoning board’s next meet-
ing is set for Thursday, October 3.

Bd. Supports Ordinances for
Charging Stations, Murals

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The planning board
last Wednesday gave its support for a
town ordinance establishing electric
vehicle charging stations which will
be located in different districts
throughout the town. In addition, the
board supported an ordinance that
will amend the definition of “mural”
as it relates to downtown Westfield.
The board also approved two sepa-
rate applications, including a subdi-
vision at 114 Midvale Terrace, as
well as correcting a “boundary en-
croachment” between 540 Dudley
Court and 535 Bradford Avenue.

Ordinance no. 2144, “establishing
electric vehicle infrastructure regula-
tions,” allows for electric vehicle (EV)
charging stations throughout
Westfield.

Planning board member Michael
LaPlace said the board should amend
the language to allow charging sta-
tions to be installed in various “dis-
tricts” within Westfield. EV vehicles
are becoming more popular with con-
sumers, stated Mr. LaPlace. Expand-
ing EV charging stations into all zones
will promote clean energy, while ser-
vicing residents and visitors seeking
a charging station close to a patron-
ized business within the downtown.

Several EV charging stations will
be located within Westfield’s busi-
ness district. Mr. Sammet said spe-
cific locations have not been solidi-
fied.

Until Wednesday’s meeting, the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance de-
fined a mural as a sign-type board,
stated Mr. Sammet. After unani-
mously approving the review of Gen-
eral Ordinance 2143, the planning
board redefined the term “mural.”
The expanded definition would des-
ignate a mural to be a town-approved
painting or display separate from a
business’ front signage, stated Town
Planner Donald Sammet.

He said the new definition addresses
resident expressed needs during the
Westfield Master Plan review citing
more artistic displays be infused into
Westfield’s public spaces, stated Mr.
Sammet. Artistic displays could in-

clude scenic paintings, historical de-
pictions or organizational driven dis-
plays.

Applicant Martin Cronin, of 114
Midvale Terrace, was unanimously
approved for a minor subdivision.
Mr. Cronin wants to subdivide the
property into two fully-conforming
building lots. Mr. Cronin will con-
tinue to live on the one property on
what will be the newly-subdivided
lot, stated the applicant’s professional
engineer, Edward S. Dec.

Mr. Dec stated the home Mr. Cronin
currently lives in will be aesthetically
preserved according to Westfield his-
torical standards. Mr. Cronin raised
his children in Westfield and will
continue to occupy his existing home
for “many years to come,” stated Mr.
Dec.

Mr. Dec said the home proposed to
be built on the lot created from the
approved subdivision will be in keep-
ing with the neighborhood aesthetic,
but will be built with modern materi-
als. The proposed home will include
a separate driveway and detached
garage for parking or storage consid-
erations.

“One house being historically main-
tained is a lot better than two new
houses,” said Mayor Shelley Brindle,
who has a seat on the planning board.

Mayor Brindle stated that, “it’s re-
freshing” when the board can support
proactive investment in the commu-
nity which maintains Westfield’s his-
toric element.

“Often it’s easier for the home-
owner to sell the house and do noth-
ing,” said Mayor Brindle, compared
to Mr. Cronin’s decision, which re-
flects a stake in preserving Westfield.

Applicant Operating 8 Bluestone
Capital Group, LLC, 540 Dudley
Court and 535 Bradford Avenue, was
unanimously approved to correct a
boundary encroachment between the
two lots by moving the lot line.

The applicant’s attorney, Jim Foerst,
addressed the land record which
needed to reflect the existing bound-
ary line versus the one which was
recorded in the land use record. The
five-minute hearing was resolved sup-
porting the applicant’s assertions.

750 Walnut Ave. Denial,
Master Plan Moves to Com.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The 750 Walnut
Avenue resolution to recommend to
the township committee to adopt the
planning board’s decision to not allow
750 Walnut Avenue be re-zoned to
residential was passed by the planning
board last Wednesday. The township
committee was to vote on the resolu-
tion at its Tuesday committee meeting.
The resolution was not made available
to the press or public for review.

Next, the board voted to adopt the
re-examination of the master plan,
which will move to the township com-
mittee to vote. Three residents had
asked the board about properties lo-
cated on North Avenue between Cen-
tennial Avenue and Alden Street. The
board said in the re-examination it
states that they recommend to evalu-
ate if the properties in that strip need to
be rehabilitated. It was not part of the
reexamination plan to notify the prop-
erty owners that that area is included in
the plan, Board President Kathleen
Murray said. There is potential to es-
tablish small redevelopment plans with
the potential to offer five-year tax
abatements in a rehabilitation area, the
board’s planner, said Nicholas
Dickerson of Maser Consulting.

Property owner Ralph Brunette, who
owns an active business in this area,
asked if Harbor Consultant’s study of
this portion of North Avenue to deter-
mine if it is a condemnation area in
need of redevelopment conducted in
December 2017 will be used in deter-
mining the rehabilitation status.

Also, in the downtown core, busi-
ness and transition areas, the board
recommends to reduce the number of
apartment unit density from 20 to 10
acres. Ms. LaBrutto said per the town-
ship ordinance that the Office Resi-
dential Character zone is within that
core and in the ordinance is listed as
a conditional use with 20 units per
acre, and so asked if that would be
changed as well to lessen the density
to 10 units.

“That was not brought to our atten-
tion,” the planner said. “Largely we
were looking at the downtown districts”

In the master plan, it lists the Down-
town Management Corporations five-
year plan, and part of that talks about
parking. The DMC in its strategic plan
says to “Hire a planning firm with
parking experience to conduct a park-
ing study to a) assess parking supply
versus demand and utilization, b)
evaluate the merits of constructing a
new municipal parking garage, and c)
reexamine parking requirements for
infill residential development.”

“We’d be crazy to build another
garage,” Ms. LaBrutto said of the
DMC’s plan to consider a parking
garage.

The board’s planner said “we are

restating what is in the strategic plan.”
Within the plan, resident Rita

LaBrutto said, is mention of payment
in lieu of parking. Ms. LaBrutto said
her concern with developers be given
a payment in lieu of parking then the
burden falls on the township to pro-
vide parking, and also a development
would have a higher density.

She said the same would apply to
bicycle racks. “If you want to walk
the talk you need to make sure you
have bicycle racks,” she said.

Mayor Patrick Giblin said of the
payment in lieu of parking is “a tool to
pay.” “These developers are getting it
anyway for free,” he said.

The DMC strategy also says, “In
conjunction with a Circulation Ele-
ment, the township may wish to con-
sider a parking study and strategy that
would identify ways to improve the
availability of parking, without com-
promising Cranford’s unique down-
town character. Such strategies may
include design guidelines, such as
how to provide parking without the
creation of additional surface lots that
disrupt downtown continuity, as well
as techniques to improve, and thus
incentivize, the use of non-motorized
transportation infrastructure to free
up roadway and parking capacity.”

Among the board’s recommenda-
tions is to consider amending imper-
vious coverage to permit develop-
ment if green infrastructure such as
green roofs or pervious are used.

The board visualizes Cranford as
“metropolitan,” in a list of economic
goals and objectives where the plan
states to “capitalize on Cranford’s
competitive advantages for economic
development, including its designa-
tion as a regional work center, metro-
politan location, extensive transpor-
tation and utility infrastructure, a
stable and highly skilled labor force
and an excellent quality of life.” It
seeks to encourage multi-story devel-
opment in the downtown, to develop
commercial and business in the down-
town, on the North, South and Cen-
tennial Avenues, and in existing cen-
ters of commerce, and in turn encour-
age an increase in mass transit usage.

Among its conservation goals, the
board seeks to pursue the develop-
ment of a township-wide green belt
incorporating natural areas, environ-
mentally sensitive areas, and scenic
areas, such as the Rahway River to
connect various parts of the township
through a unique open-space network.

Correction
The name of Garwood Board of

Education candidate for reelection,
Tina Simitz, was misspelled below
her photo to the editor on page 4 of
the September 5 issue of this newspa-
per. We apologize for the error.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FIRST PITCH...Jeff Torborg throws out the first pitch to his grandson, also
named Jeff Torborg, as family members snap pictures, following Saturday’s
dedication of the baseball field at Echo Lake Park as Jeff Torborg Youth  Baseball
Field for his many accomplishments as a Major League Baseball player, coach and
manager. An exhibition game ensued between Clark Little League and Spring-
field Junior Baseball League teams following the ceremony.

Fanwood Applying for
Grant for Library Project

FANWOOD — This fall, the Fan-
wood Memorial Library is moving
forward with plans to apply for a
matching grant through the New Jer-
sey Library Construction Bond Act to
address the persistent challenges of
the current building, which is not
ADA compliant, is too small, and has
a variety of structural and operational
issues, according to a borough press
release.

The grant will help the borough
facilitate an extensive redesign on the
current site and will also transform
the library into a community hub. If
approved, the matching funds from
the grant will significantly offset the
cost to the borough and allow for a
vibrant new construction project on
the same site.

“The library has for decades now
attempted to balance the demand for
world-class library service with the
current infrastructure deficiencies.
While patrons might not recognize
some of the problems the library faces
on a daily basis, trying to serve the
public has become quite challenging
in a building that is approaching 70
years old, and was updated close to
40 years ago,” according to the re-
lease.

The borough said the current facil-
ity lacks ADA access and compli-
ance, is often damp and subject to
flooding, has a leaky roof, is energy
inefficient with no insulation or way
to effectively control temperatures,
lacks program space and is unable to
provide the community with spaces
to meet, be tutored, collaborate, con-
duct business or relax.

“It is increasingly difficult to serve
the community effectively now, and
certainly on into the future,” accord-
ing to the release.

The proposed new building, devel-
oped by architect John Veisz, of
FVHD Architects and Planners, will
make the library ADA compliant and
offer a children’s department on the
main level, both small and large meet-
ing spaces, a large community room,
a business center, a teen room, com-
fortable seating around a fireplace,
and a mezzanine for materials and
seating, all while supporting current
and emerging technology.

Dan Weiss, longtime library direc-
tor, says that, “although some ques-
tion whether libraries are still rel-
evant in this digital age, the numbers
tell the tale. The count of users through
our doors has increased every year,
and in 2018 was up again 6 percent

from the previous year. In 2018 over
5,000 books were read or listened to
by summer reading club kids. We
served up over 10,300 free, high-
speed Wi-Fi sessions, and had 140,000
plus unique visits to our website. The
library provides residents with free
electronic resources like The New
York Times, Rosetta Stone, tutor.com,
SAT prep, our online streaming ser-
vices and the Friends’ supported
MuseumPass program.”

The Fanwood Library Board of
Trustees is working with a profes-
sional fundraising consultant, the
Friends of the Library, and the Fan-
wood Community Foundation to be-
gin planning a capital campaign seek-
ing private, corporate and grant do-
nations to offset the project’s cost to
the public and supplement some of
the project’s needs. The board has
already pledged $50,000 to kick off
the fundraising effort from its library
fund, money that was set aside for a
project such as this.

“We’ve been working towards this
moment for over 10 years and the
time is now,” said Library Board Presi-
dent Ann Minski, “especially given
the need and the opportunity of the
state grant significantly offsetting the
cost of construction to Fanwoodians.
We expect there will likely be fierce
competition for those funds, but
Fanwood’s project seems to be ex-
tremely well suited for the grant in
terms of eligibility, and how we align
with the stated funding priorities. We
intend to submit a strong application
as soon as it is possible to do so.”

The library trustees are optimistic
that construction will be completed
expeditiously, with provisions made
for the library to continue to serve the
community while the project is un-
derway.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RE-USING BAGS...Karen Brown, a volunteer at The Hope Chest, shows off the
Green medallion. The “Green Westfield Medallion Program” intiative is spon-
sored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) and Westfield Green
Team. All proceeds from sales of The Hope Chest store are donated to the Center
for Hope Hospice and Palliative Care and are used to pay for residential care. The
Hope Chest re-uses bags that are donated, re-uses by selling upcycled goods and
asks customers if they want a bag before giving one. See story Page 2.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RUNWAY OF DREAMS…At the Westfield Fashion Show, the 2nd Sunday
Funday, clothes are modeled by children, teens and adults alike at the James Ward
Mansion. The event, sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation, was a
fund-raising event for Runway of Dreams, a nonprofit that promotes inclusion,
acceptance and opportunity in the fashion industry for people with disabilities.
Stores in town supplied the clothing as well as raffle gift baskets. Music was
provided by EJB Entertainment and Valencia School of Music.


