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Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLOSED FOR BUSINESS...The Cranford Theatre closed last Wednesday night, the
second local theater to close in the last two weeks. The Rialto Theatre in Westfield
closed in August. New Vision Cinemas LLC operates both theaters, but does not own
the buildings.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JEFF TORBORG YOUTH  BASEBALL FIELD...Union County Freeholders and other officials pose with Jeff Torborg and
his family at Saturday’s ribbon-cutting and dedication ceremony for Jeff Torborg Field at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside.
Joining them are the Clark Little League and Springfield Junior Baseball League teams that played the first game at Jeff
Torborg Youth Baseball Field in Mountainside.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUN MOMENT...Ex-New York Yankee and former New York Mets manager
Willie Randolph, right, jokes around with Union County Freeholder Vice-Chair
Al Miraella, left, and Freeholder Sergio Granados at Saturday’s dedication of Jeff
Torborg Youth Baseball Field at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside.
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County to Apply for Grants
For Bridge Repair Projects
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Owner of Closed Theaters Seeks
Towns’ Help In Finding Investors

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The property owner
of the Cranford Theatre and the Rialto
Theatre in Westfield is eyeing for the
towns to assist him in finding inves-
tors to reopen the movie theaters. The
Rialto closed August 23, with the
Cranford Theatre shutting down on
September 4.

Jesse Sayegh, the property owner,
had completely renovated the build-
ings about a decade ago, shortly be-
fore he sold off the properties, and
“made them like a jewel,” he told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. Now,
at age 74, he said he does not have the
same energy to re-invest in the busi-

nesses and is seeking help from the
municipalities to find investors.

“I need the support of the town to
seek out investors at this stage of my
life,” Mr. Sayegh said. “I cannot do
what has to be done.”

 “I need investors to pitch in and
work with the municipality. To create
a model similar to Montclair. Absent
of that... Some people have been call-
ing me for other uses,” Mr. Sayegh
said.

In about four months, he is plan-
ning to hire an architect to draft op-
tions as to how the buildings could be
remodeled to suit a modern-day com-
munity movie theater. The Bellevue
in Montclair is the model, he said,

that would be viable today.
The Bellevue was revamped with a

handful of celebrity investors who
put in over a million dollars to
reconfigure the theater with an atrium,
eateries that offer meals throughout
the day, and the city was able to
garner a liquor license for the theater.
“Without the liquor license, it’s not
viable,” he said.

At the Cranford Theatre, there
would need to be a second floor added
to make it the concept of the Montclair
Bellevue theater.

For the Rialto, he had a prospect
call him to make it a performing arts
center or an opera house, and Mr.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Planning Board to Hold Hearing
On Parker Gardens Redevelopment

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The planning
board will hold a public hearing later
this month on a developer’s applica-
tion seeking final site plan approval
to develop the former Parker Gar-
dens site on Terrill Road.

SP Reserve Urban Renewal LLC is
seeking to build a 228-unit multi-
family development, including 34
affordable-housing units. About 2.27
acres of the 13.5-acre property will
be provided to the township for use as
athletic fields, while another third of
an acre will be designated as open
space. The Monday, September 23
hearing, at which the public will be

able to ask questions and provide
their opinions about the proposal, will
start at 7:30 p.m.

At its meeting on Monday night,
the planning board approved another
extension for T-Mobile Northeast
LLC to keep its two temporary cell
towers in place on the south side of
town, while it completes the reattach-
ment of its permanent antenna on
PSE&G transmission towers that run
along Terrill Road. Board attorney
Robert Pansulla said the delays in
completing the project were due to
PSE&G and not T-Mobile. Township
Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta said
that his office has issued demolition
permits for both temporary towers

and promised to keep board members
updated.

The board also gave approval to
the construction of a storage building
on Waldheim Avenue that will be
used to store landscaping equipment.
The 90-foot by 45-foot steel-frame
building will be used solely by the
company’s workers, according to
owner Matthew Ince. Plans also call
for a small outdoor storage bay at the
rear of the property that will hold
mulch and topsoil.

Ingress and egress points on either
side of the building will lead to a
parking and turnaround area at the
rear of the property, which abuts the
baseball field at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. There will be
one overhead garage door in the front
and two in the rear of the building,
which will be situated close to the
street.

Jim Ciccarino, who lives on nearby
Concord Road, raised several con-
cerns including the potential for strong
odors from the some of the materials
that will be stored outside, the poten-
tial for outdoor lighting to spill over
to residential properties at night and
the potential for excessive noise in
the middle of the night from the
company’s snow-plowing activities.

It was agreed that grass clippings,
and their related summertime smells,
will not be kept outside. The lighting
being proposed is of a type that does
not illuminate more than what it is
supposed to light. Mr. LaCosta said
there are no prohibitions on hours of
operation for a landscaping business
and when snow-plowing activities can
be undertaken.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Alexander Smith said the downtown
redevelopment committee is set to
approve plans for the Snuffy’s/
Pantagis property that include a new
Lidl grocery store, a park-and-ride
lot for commuters and a smaller retail
building to replace the banquet facil-
ity and restaurant that has been a
landmark at the corner of Park Av-

Sports -- Cougars Fend Off Oak
Knoll in Girls’ Soccer; Holy Cross
Comeback Stuns Raiders in Grid
Opener; Blue Devils Defeat Cougars
in Tennis; Raiders Swat Bayonne Bees
in Girls’ Soccer; St. Vincent Stuns St.
Joseph for St. Bart’s Title.

Arts -- Friends of NJFO to Present
Grand Season Opening Party on Sep-

Zoning Board Approves
Three Applications
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Union County Free-
holders are expected to approve reso-
lutions tonight to seek state grants for
five bridge repair projects.

The projects include the Dill Av-
enue bridge over the Peach Orchard
Brook in Linden; the Caldwell Place
bridge over a stream in Springfield;
the Randolph Road bridge over Ce-
dar Brook in Plainfield and the
Hamilton Street and Central Av-
enue bridges over the Robinson’s
Branch of the Rahway River in
Rahway.

The grants are part of the New
Jersey Department of
Transportation’s 2020 Local Bridges,
Future Needs Program. They are be-
ing sought by the Union County De-
partment of Engineering, Public
Works and Facilities Management.

The Union County Courthouse
tower fire code phase three upgrades
project is to be increased by $156,250
for a new total contract of $2,025,828.
The project involves replacement of
an elevator.

Another resolution would allow the
county to again provide state-man-
dated education, alcohol/drug abuse
evaluation and treatment referrals for
first and third time offenders and re-
peat offenders charged with and/or
convicted of Driving While Intoxi-
cated or Driving Under the Influence.
The program is run by the Union
County Intoxicated Driver Resource
Center under the county’s Depart-
ment of Human Services, Division of
Individual and Family Support Ser-
vices.

Human Services Director Debbie-
Ann Anderson said 469 persons have

participated in the program in 2019
thus far. A total of 851 people were
served by the program in 2018.

In a related resolution, the county
is seeking to enter into a lease agree-
ment with The Gateway Family
YMCA, Elizabeth Branch, to rent
space for 25 Intoxicated Driver Re-
source Center education classes in
2020 at a rate of $520 per day for a
minimum of 50 scheduled days. The
agreement, for $26,000, would run
January 1 through December 31,
2020.

The county also is set to enter into
a two-year, $120,000 agreement with
NMS Laboratories of Willow Grove,
Pa., for postmortem toxicology lab
services. Public Safety Director An-
drew Moran said the lab does urine,
blood and tissue samples to deter-
mine the cause of death of individu-
als. The contract was increased by
$20,000 over the previous agreement,
“because of the increased investiga-
tions related to (the cause of death).”

“Several (of the deaths) are related
to the opioid epidemic,” Mr. Moran
said.

The department also is seeking a
$167,387 Edward Byrne Memorial
Grant from the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment. Mr. Moran said law enforce-
ment agencies have traditionally used
the grant for security and vision needs
such as license plate readers. He said
the Elizabeth, Linden and Spring-
field police departments qualify for
the grant.

The freeholders also are expected
to vote tonight on a resolution to give
$1,000 to Westfield in support of the
town’s Cultural Diversity Day Festi-
val to be held this Saturday, Septem-
ber 14.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The zoning
board of adjustment last week ap-
proved three applications.

Carlos and Anabela Marques were
given permission to construct a new
one-car garage at the front of their
property at 326 Farley Avenue, where
the house itself is set back much far-
ther than others in the neighborhood,
leaving no room for a garage else-
where. Mr. Marques told the board
that the plan is to use the garage to
park the family car and to store items.
The side-yard setback of the pro-
posed garage measures three feet ver-
sus the required five-foot minimum.

Ken and Marlena Majors were
given permission to construct a two-
story addition to the rear of their
house at 2093 Aldene Avenue. Their
architect, Gregory Ralph, told the
board that the addition will include a
master bedroom and common living
space for the Majors and their young
children.

The third application approved at
the board’s September 5 meeting was
for the continued use and certifica-
tion of the pre-existing and non-con-
forming use of a two-family house at
515 Forest Road. Dion Natale lives in
the downstairs unit, while his chil-
dren live upstairs in the house that his
family has owned for decades. He
told the board that the building has
always been configured as a two-
family house, with each apartment
having a separate entrance and sepa-
rate utilities. A separate garage at the
rear of the property has an upstairs
apartment, but its use as a residential
unit was rejected by the board earlier.

Mr. Natale estimated that there are
at least 10 other two-family house on
Forest Road between the park in
Fanwood and Westfield Avenue and
another half dozen between Westfield
Avenue and Mountain Avenue. He
said his property tax assessment has
always been for a two-family house.
A neighbor who has lived across the

tember 15; Town of Westfield Estab-
lishes a Public Arts Commission.

Politics -- Former Speaker Newt
Gingrich Endorses Senator Tom Kean,
Jr.; Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco En-
dorses Democratic Council Candidates.

Education -- Wardlaw + Hartridge
Begins School Year with 137th Con-
vocation Ceremony.

Jesse Winter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WEIGHING IN...New Jersey commuters weigh in Thursday on the transforma-
tion of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey’s Bus Terminal, the
nation’s largest bus terminal. The presentation was held at the Hilton Garden Inn
in Springfield. The project, which is expected to cost $7.5 to $10 billion, is
anticipated to be finished by 2030. See story on Page 2.


