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Start Cooking with Gas
To Advertise Your Business,

Contact Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager
908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com

Sparking the Mind
Tuesdays at the J from 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

Join us at the JCC for an opportunity to learn, discuss and be part of a stimulating community. For adults of all ages. 

Fact vs. Fiction in Historical Musicals – Sept/Oct  •  From Bach to Sinatra – Oct/Nov  •  Great Museum Exhibits – Jan/Feb

For information, contact Alison Rivlin at 908-889-8800 x260 or arivlin@jccnj.org.

1391 Martine Ave
Scotch Plains
www.jccnj.org
908-889-8800

recommends to reduce the number of
apartment unit density from 20 to 10
acres. Ms. LaBrutto said per the town-
ship ordinance that the Office Resi-
dential Character zone is within that
core and in the ordinance is listed as
a conditional use with 20 units per
acre, and so asked if that would be
changed as well to lessen the density
to 10 units.

“That was not brought to our atten-
tion,” the planner said. “Largely we
were looking at the downtown districts”

In the master plan, it lists the Down-
town Management Corporations five-
year plan, and part of that talks about
parking. The DMC in its strategic
plan says to “Hire a planning firm
with parking experience to conduct a
parking study to a) assess parking
supply versus demand and utiliza-
tion, b) evaluate the merits of con-
structing a new municipal parking
garage, and c) reexamine parking re-
quirements for infill residential de-
velopment.”

“We’d be crazy to build another ga-
rage,” Ms. LaBrutto said of the DMC’s
plan to consider a parking garage.

The board’s planner said “we are
restating what is in the strategic plan.”

Within the plan, resident Rita
LaBrutto said, is mention of payment
in lieu of parking. Ms. LaBrutto said
her concern with developers be given
a payment in lieu of parking then the
burden falls on the township to pro-
vide parking, and also a development
would have a higher density.

She said the same would apply to
bicycle racks. “If you want to walk
the talk you need to make sure you
have bicycle racks,” she said.

Mayor Patrick Giblin said of the
payment in lieu of parking is “a tool to
pay.” “These developers are getting it
anyway for free,” he said.

The DMC strategy also says, “In
conjunction with a Circulation Ele-
ment, the township may wish to con-
sider a parking study and strategy that
would identify ways to improve the
availability of parking, without com-
promising Cranford’s unique down-
town character. Such strategies may
include design guidelines, such as
how to provide parking without the
creation of additional surface lots that
disrupt downtown continuity, as well
as techniques to improve, and thus
incentivize, the use of non-motorized
transportation infrastructure to free
up roadway and parking capacity.”

Among the board’s recommenda-
tions is to consider amending imper-
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750 Walnut Avenue Denial
Resolution, Master Plan

vious coverage to permit develop-
ment if green infrastructure such as
green roofs or pervious are used.

The board visualizes Cranford as
“metropolitan,” in a list of economic
goals and objectives where the plan
states to “capitalize on Cranford’s
competitive advantages for economic
development, including its designa-
tion as a regional work center, metro-
politan location, extensive transpor-
tation and utility infrastructure, a
stable and highly skilled labor force
and an excellent quality of life.” It
seeks to encourage multi-story devel-
opment in the downtown, to develop
commercial and business in the down-
town, on the North, South and Cen-
tennial Avenues, and in existing cen-
ters of commerce, and in turn encour-
age an increase in mass transit usage.

Among its conservation goals, the
board seeks to pursue the develop-
ment of a township-wide green belt
incorporating natural areas, environ-
mentally sensitive areas, and scenic
areas, such as the Rahway River to
connect various parts of the town-
ship through a unique open-space
network.

County to Apply for Grants
For Bridge Repair Projects

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Union County Free-
holders are expected to approve reso-
lutions tonight to seek state grants for
five bridge repair projects.

The projects include the Dill Av-
enue bridge over the Peach Orchard
Brook in Linden; the Caldwell Place
bridge over a stream in Springfield;
the Randolph Road bridge over Ce-
dar Brook in Plainfield and the
Hamilton Street and Central Av-
enue bridges over the Robinson’s
Branch of the Rahway River in
Rahway.

The grants are part of the New
Jersey Department of
Transportation’s 2020 Local Bridges,
Future Needs Program. They are be-
ing sought by the Union County De-
partment of Engineering, Public
Works and Facilities Management.

The Union County Courthouse
tower fire code phase three upgrades
project is to be increased by $156,250
for a new total contract of $2,025,828.
The project involves replacement of
an elevator.

Another resolution would allow the
county to again provide state-man-
dated education, alcohol/drug abuse
evaluation and treatment referrals for
first and third time offenders and re-
peat offenders charged with and/or
convicted of Driving While Intoxi-
cated or Driving Under the Influence.
The program is run by the Union
County Intoxicated Driver Resource
Center under the county’s Depart-
ment of Human Services, Division of
Individual and Family Support Ser-
vices.

Human Services Director Debbie-
Ann Anderson said 469 persons have

participated in the program in 2019
thus far. A total of 851 people were
served by the program in 2018.

In a related resolution, the county
is seeking to enter into a lease agree-
ment with The Gateway Family
YMCA, Elizabeth Branch, to rent
space for 25 Intoxicated Driver Re-
source Center education classes in
2020 at a rate of $520 per day for a
minimum of 50 scheduled days. The
agreement, for $26,000, would run
January 1 through December 31,
2020.

The county also is set to enter into
a two-year, $120,000 agreement with
NMS Laboratories of Willow Grove,
Pa., for postmortem toxicology lab
services. Public Safety Director An-
drew Moran said the lab does urine,
blood and tissue samples to deter-
mine the cause of death of individu-
als. The contract was increased by
$20,000 over the previous agreement,
“because of the increased investiga-
tions related to (the cause of death).”

“Several (of the deaths) are related
to the opioid epidemic,” Mr. Moran
said.

The department also is seeking a
$167,387 Edward Byrne Memorial
Grant from the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment. Mr. Moran said law enforce-
ment agencies have traditionally used
the grant for security and vision needs
such as license plate readers. He said
the Elizabeth, Linden and Spring-
field police departments qualify for
the grant.

The freeholders also are expected
to vote tonight on a resolution to give
$1,000 to Westfield in support of the
town’s Cultural Diversity Day Festi-
val to be held this Saturday, Septem-
ber 14.
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New Vision Cinemas
said he is seeking to amend the case
arguing that New Vision has acted in
a manner of abandonment after they
vacated the Cranford Theatre last
week.

New Vision has closed the Cranford
Theatre as of last Wednesday night.
The company had a Budget rent a
truck out front moving boxes into the
back of the truck, and placed on the
marquee — Closed — with details
for refunds. By Thursday, New Vi-
sion had completely emptied the the-
ater, including all of the theater oper-
ating equipment, Mr. Sayegh said.
They moved out overnight, “like a
bunch of burglars,” he said.

“I notified them this morning that
they are not able to return and if they
do, it would be considered as unlaw-
ful entry,” Mr. Sayegh told The Leader
in a phone interview Friday after-
noon.

He has been battling with New Vi-
sion back and forth as of last year
over the lease, he said.

New Vision ticket sales have plum-
meted, said Mr. Sayegh. When Mr.
Sayegh sold the Rialto it was bringing
in $225,000 a year, and currently the
theater was earning $7,000, he said.
Cranford at the time he sold the the-
atre operation it was bringing in
$160,000 to 170,000 a year, and now
earnings are between $50,000 to
$60,000 a year, he said.

On top of poor revenue, both the
Rialto and the Cranford Theater have
had mold inside due to sump pumps
that were disconnected and water
flowing into the theatres soaking the
carpets and fabric skirts under the
screens, Mr. Sayegh said. Also, he
attested that New Vision has failed to
ventilate the buildings, maintain the

HVAC and ductwork, nor have they
used humidifiers. He said in the the-
ater industry a specific humidifier is
used that is quiet and effective, but
New Vision does not use them.

Further, the Rialto had sewage seep-
ing into the basement from a ramp on
Central Avenue and the office on the
second floor had mold, Mr. Sayegh
said.

Mr. Sayegh said the lease states
New Vision is responsible for the
inside of the building and all me-
chanical equipment.

In the lawsuit, New Vision says the
owner “has failed to properly and
adequately repair and maintain the
Cranford premises which has resulted
in continuance water leaks.”

Mr. Sayegh said he had a structural
engineer assess the roof structure,
and paid to have the roof and surface
cracks in the wall repaired last fall,
and as a result there have been no
leaks. Mr. Sayegh blames the holes in
the HVAC ductwork for any leaks
and New Vision is responsible for
making those repairs, he said.

According to the lawsuit, New Vi-
sions states, “At all times Plaintiff
acted in good faith and fulfilled all
obligations required.”

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
GOING GREEN...As part of  the “Green Westfield Medallion Program” intiative
sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) and Westfield Green
Team, Tim, left, and Christopher Boyle, owners of 16 Prospect, are handed a
Green Medallion to display on their window. They received the medallion because
they provide biodegradable plastic cups made of cornstarch, paper straws,
compostable cups and lids for hot beverages, and takeout containers. See story
Page 2.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
RE-USING BAGS...Karen Brown, a volunteer at The Hope Chest, shows off the
Green medallion. The “Green Westfield Medallion Program” intiative is spon-
sored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) and Westfield Green
Team. All proceeds from sales of The Hope Chest store are donated to the Center
for Hope Hospice and Palliative Care and are used to pay for residential care. The
Hope Chest re-uses bags that are donated, re-uses by selling upcycled goods and
asks customers if they want a bag before giving one. See story Page 2.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
GREEN PACKAGING...Marty Silverman of Savory Spice Shop was given a Green
Medallion last Thursday by Westfield  Green Team members Nancy Albanes, at left,
and Catherine Choudhry, right, as part of the “Green Westfield Medallion Program”
sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) and Westfield Green
Team.  The shop does not use plastic bags for items purchased, they use rice paper in
some of the packaging, and always ask customers if they need a bag before giving one.
See story on page 2.

toric element.
“Often it’s easier for the home-

owner to sell the house and do noth-
ing,” said Mayor Brindle, compared
to Mr. Cronin’s decision, which re-
flects a stake in preserving Westfield.

Applicant Operating 8 Bluestone
Capital Group, LLC, 540 Dudley
Court and 535 Bradford Avenue, was
unanimously approved to correct a
boundary encroachment between the
two lots by moving the lot line.

The applicant’s attorney, Jim
Foerst, addressed the land record
which needed to reflect the existing
boundary line versus the one which
was recorded in the land use record.
The five-minute hearing was re-
solved supporting the applicant’s
assertions.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
JEFF TORBORG FIELD...Union County Freeholders and other officials pose
with Jeff Torborg and his family at Saturday’s ribbon-cutting and dedication
ceremony for Jeff Torborg Youth Baseball Field at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside.
Joining them are the Clark Little League and Springfield Junior Baseball League
teams that played the first game at Jeff Torborg Field. See story Page 2.

Correction
The name of Garwood Board of

Education candidate for reelection,
Tina Simitz, was misspelled below
her photo to the editor on page 4 of
the September 5 issue of this newspa-
per. We apologize for the error.

elevations...and I have heard nothing
from anyone...Help is not coming,”
he said.

Mr. Stevens said he hired a con-
tractor and submitted the plans for a
home elevation that were rejected by
the zoning department for setback
requirements due to the stairs needed
to access the front door once it is
elevated. He said the zoning ordi-
nance needs to be reviewed and re-
vised so these applications can be
approved and not require a variance
application with the zoning board of
adjustment.

Also, the engineering department
has been slow to respond to him, he
said. The revised plans with stairs on
the side have been in the engineering
department since August 9, he said.
He is awaiting a response from the
engineer. He said the engineering
consultant is only in the municipal
building once a week and asked to
bring back an in-house engineer.

“Just get out of our way and give us
our permits! We are ready to do this
now!” Mr. Stevens stated after secur-
ing the “hundreds of thousands of
dollars” to fund the elevation project,
a contractor and the plans.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen, Jr.
responded, “You have been approved
for a FEMA grant to elevate your
home.” The township committee ac-
cepted the grant monies the night
before at Monday’s workshop meet-
ing, he told Mr. Stevens.

“I have already signed a contract
with a contractor,” Mr. Stevens re-
sponded. “That information would
have been immensely useful back in
May.”

Monday at the workshop meeting,
Mr. Hannen said six homes were ap-
proved to be elevated with the FEMA
grant funding and that the grant would
cover 100 percent of the costs for
four properties and 90 percent of the
cost for two properties.

In other public comments, resident
Rita LaBrutto asked about violations of
the downtown business sign ordinance
and about how concrete curbing in-
stead of Belgium block curbing ended
up being installed at a doctor’s office.

When the application for 27 South
Avenue was heard by the zoning board
of adjustment, the applicant agreed to
install Belgium block, according to
the zoning board meeting minutes,
Ms. LaBrutto stated. “How did it hap-
pen?” she asked about having the
wrong curbing.

She said the township engineer,
Maser Consulting, should use its in-
surance to pay to remove the concrete
curbing and install Belgium block,
for its failure to question the plans
that she said detail both concrete and
Belgium block curbing.

109 Walnut Avenue is another new

development that does not have Bel-
gium block curbing, she said. “We
are paying people to do a job and we
should insist they do their job,” she
said.

“We are going to look into the
curbing issue,” Mayor Patrick Giblin
said.

In regards to questions concerning
violations of the sign ordinance down-
town, Ms. LaBrutto said in an OPRA
request she was told there are not any
violations.

“If there aren’t violations on file
and our downtown looks the way it
does with our storefronts, then some-
one isn’t doing their job,” Ms.
LaBrutto said.

“If there were violations, then the
prosecutor is not handling them,” she
said.

She said the committee should hold
employees to an “accountability” and
“making sure people do their per-
sonal best for the town.”

“I have spoken with the zoning
officer on this. It is a lengthy pro-
cess,” Mayor Giblin said of address-
ing violations of the sign ordinance.

Mayor Giblin said Downtown Man-
agement Corporation Director Gabe
Bailer, has told him that businesses are
violating the sign ordinance.

“As we speak, we are continuing to
have signs that are non-conforming,”
Ms. LaBrutto said. “There is a hole in
the process.”

“Some of these properties were
vacant for four or five years. So, it’s a
difficult thing...” Mayor Giblin said,
further stating he is happy to see new
business in the downtown.

“I get it, but...these are problems
you want to work with; we don’t want
to punish someone,” Mayor Giblin
said.

“We want businesses to come here
and we don’t want them to go through
extra expense, and by no means do I
want to see vacant storefronts. But I
don’t think we should just be happy
they came here...it’s just as easy to
talk them through the process from
the start and not need to be punitive
later on,” Ms. LaBrutto said.

“There are efforts under way to
perfect that ordinance,” Commis-
sioner Jean-Albert Maisonneuve said.

In response to hiring an in-house
engineer, Mayor Giblin said the town-
ship has listed the position three times
and has not been able to fill it.

Another resident asked the com-
mittee to consider revising the period
in which the sewer bills are formu-
lated from October to March to No-
vember to April, saying that the bills
may be lessened because in October
it “can easily be high sprinkler month”
with putting in plants and September/
October putting in lawn and seed and
needing to water it.
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Cranford Twp. Committee

Photo submissions of
Westfield are being

accepted for
This Is Westfield.

Send all hi-res
submissions for
consideration to

ae@goleader.com.


