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ONE DOLLAR

Regina Botsford |s Named
Interim Assistant Superintendent

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SCOTCH PLAINS— During the
board of education’sThursday meet-
ing, Regina Botsford was named as
the interim assistant superintendent
after Joan Mast, Ed.D., wasrecently
promoted to the district’s superin-
tendent of schoolsfollowing there-
tirement of Margaret Hayes, Ed.D.
As part of her responsibilities as
the assistant superintendent, Ms.
Botsford also will oversee the Cur-
riculum and Instruction and Tech-
nology Departments of the district.
Ms. Botsford addressed the audi-
ence, statingthat it wasaprivilegeto
servethedistrict, and thanked board
members for their ongoing commit-
ment to improving education in

P

Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

It wasthen noted that Tuesday was
a staff developmental day that ad-
dressed the social-emotional learn-
ing programs within the district.

Additionally, it was noted that 72
new staff memberswerehiredwithin
the district for the new school year
andthat 45 of these hireswere mem-
bers of the teaching staff.

In other business, September was
designated asArtsin EducationWeek
andYouth SuicidePreventionAware-
nessM onth. Resol utionswereunani-
mously passed for both.

According to theresolution, Arts
in Education Week spans Septem-
ber 8 to September 14 and encom-
passes “arich array of disciplines
including dance, music, theater,
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOODIES...Italian pastries and candies were plentiful at St. Bartholomew/
UNICO Italian Festival over the Labor Day weekend. Theannual event featured
ethnic food, music, a 50/50 r affle and rides.

Fanny Wood Day Among
Council Topics

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD - Topping the bi-
monthly borough council meeting
held Tuesday evening, it was an-
nounced that Michele Moore has
been selected asthe borough’s Vol -
unteer-of-the-Month for her work
and dedication on the Fanwood
Planning Board.

Ms. Moore also has been active
in the borough’'s annual 5K Run.
She has been aresident of the bor-
ough since 2009 and has been an
executive sales professional for 17
years. She presently works for
Sanofi.

Shewill be presented with aprint
of the historic Fanwood Train Sta-
tion at the next council meeting on
Monday, September 16, for her vol-
unteer efforts.

It alsowasannounced that aproc-
lamation will be made at the next

council meeting honoring Septem-
ber as National Ovarian Cancer
AwarenessMonth. Accordingtothe
National Ovarian Cancer Coalition,
an estimated one woman in 78 will
develop ovarian cancer in her life-
time, and an estimated 14,000 will
die of ovarian cancer thisyear.

In other business, a presentation
was made to the council in an ex-
ecutive session by Michael
Markulec of the Harbor Technol-
ogy Group in Pennington. No other
information was available regard-
ing the presentation.

Separately, aresolution wasread
regarding the hiring of new Direc-
tor for Senior Programming Dianne
Howarth. CouncilwomanKatherine
Mitchell noted that Ms. Howarth
will provide morerecreational pro-
gramming for borough seniors. Ms.
Howarth has been an administra-
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Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CRANFORD RETURNSTO 40's...HBO has chosen Downtown Cranford for a
filminglocation for their upcoming miniseries, “ ThePlot Against America.” Itis
based on a Phillip Roth novel and isset in the 1940s. Stor efronts, trafficsignsand
meters were made to look from the period. The traffic lines on the roads were
blacked out and old-time cars were lining the streets. L ots of people came out
Thursday night totake pictures. Filming wasto takeplace Thursday and Friday

overnight.

media arts, literature, design and
visual arts and is a core academic
subject and an essential element of
acomplete and balanced education
for al students.”

Regarding Youth Suicide Preven-
tion Awareness Month, according to
statistics reported at the meeting,
suicide isthe third leading cause of
death for young peopleages10to 24
in New Jersey and the second lead-
ing cause of death for those in that
age group in the United States.

It also was revealed that, accord-
ing to the American Association of
Suicidology, one young person un-
der the age of 24 dies of suicide
every hour and 43 minutes, and in
addition, for every suicidedeathitis
estimated that approximately 200
teens and young adults attempt to
take their own lives.

The resolution aso highlighted
warning signsto help educate those
close to students in aiding future
prevention. Thesewarning signsin-
cludeprevioussuicideattempts, cur-
rent talk of suicide, apreoccupation
with death, giving away prized pos-
sessions, moodiness, increased use
of alcohol or drugs and saying
goodbye to family and/or friends.

Attheconclusion of themeeting a
moment of silence was observed for
longtime Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School history teacher David
Multer and classroom aide Laurie
Prusik, who both passed away over
the summer. According to her obitu-
ary, Ms. Prusik wasaclassroomaide
at ColesElementary School andwas
aformer PTA president at Coles.

Thenext Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting will be
held on Thursday, September 12, at
7:30 p.m. The board will then meet
again on Tuesday, September 24, at
7:30 p.m. The meetings are held in
the administrative building located
at 512 Cedar Street, Scotch Plains.

tothefun.

. . Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ELVISINTHEHOUSE... AttheSt. Bartholomew/UNICO Italian Festival over theL abor Day weekend, Elvis(M ark Reno),
backed up by Bill Turner and Blue SmokeBand, ser enadesthecrowdson Saturday night. Thepleasant weather contributed

K9 Resortsto Expand on South;
Dental Practice Seeks Parking

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FANWOOD —K9 Resortsisto see
an expansion of its doggie day care
and boarding flagship site on South
Avenue. Theplanning board approved
unanimously on August 28 to allow
thevariancesneeded to makeway for
the expansion of the building.
Thecurrent operation hasabout 12
employees on the clock at any given
time, and the expansion will trigger
theneedfor about 18to 20employees
on hand at any given time, the co-
owner and Chief Executive Officer

SP-F Schools Welcome Joan
Mast As New Superintendent

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — As the new
school year quickly approaches, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood School dis-
trict wel comestheir new Superinten-
dent of Schools Joan Mast, Ed.D.

Superintendent Mastisno stranger
tothedistrict asshehasservedfor the
last nine years asthe assistant super-
intendentinchargeof curriculumand
information and technology. Prior to
that she served the district as the
mathematics supervisor since 2001.
She aso served the district as the
supervisor of instruction and tech-
nology for a year in the 2009-2010
School year.

During her timeinthedistrict, Ms.
Mast has been instrumenta in the
recent technology updates for stu-
dentsand alsoworked not solongago
on updates for the district’s strategic
plan, which a soincluded many tech-
nology updates.

These efforts have helped to bring
updated computer systems, Chrome

booksand 3D printersto the district.
She was dso part of the Strategic
Planning Committee that recently
brought full-day kindergarten to the
district.

During her career, she has also
served as a teacher and curriculum
supervisor for the Millburn School
District and aso the Mount Olive
School district. In addition, she has
taught mathematicsand computer sci-
enceat Mount Saint Mary’sAcademy
in Watchung and at the Rumson-Fair
HavenRegiona High School. Shea so
served asanadjunctinstructor of math-
ematicsat Rutgers University.

She has earned her Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Mathematics from
Georgian Court University and her
master’s and doctorate degrees from
ColumbiaUniversity.

Ms. Mastisamember of theFuture
Focused Education Leaders of
America, the Common Core State
StandardsNetwork, Phi DeltaK appa
International, the New Jersey Asso-
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9/11 Memorial Events

Ceremoni esand remembrancepro-
grams will take place next Wednes-
day, September 11, the 18th anniver-
sary of theattacksontheWorld Trade
Center, thePentagon, and United Air-
lines Flight 93.

Scotch Plains — The annual me-
morial servicewill beginat 6 p.m. at
the 9/11 Memorial Monument on the
Alan M. Augustine Village Green,
adjacent tothe Scotch PlainsMunici-
pal Building on Park Avenue.

Cranford — The Cranford World
Trade Center Memorial Committee
and the Cranford Clergy Council
will host a9/11 Memorial Service,
beginning at 6:30 p.m., at WTC
Park, located at Springfield and

North Union Avenues in Cranford.
In the event of inclement weather,
the service will be held at the First
Presbyterian Church across from
the park.

Westfield — A remembrance cer-
emony will takeplaceat 7 p.m. at the
9/11 memorial, located at North Av-
enue and East Broad Street. The pro-
gram will include clergy remarks,
presentation of a ceremonia wreath
and timefor silent reflection.

Union County September 11thMe-
morial — Echo Lake Park, Moun-
tainside. The memorial will be open
to visitors from the morning hours
until 9 p.m. Visitors may bring and
light candles.

Steven Parker said.

Currently, theboardingfacility has
eight luxury suites, 30 cages, and 39
executive suites. The new addition
will add 24 new cages, and 48 new
executiverooms, which arefive-foot
by seven-foot in size, for overnight.
The addition will aso increase the
capacity for 50 dogs in its daycare
option, Mr. Parker said. Also, two
new exercise areas for the dogs will
beincluded, aswell asasecond-story
addition that will have an outdoor
area, Mr. Parker said.

Also, fordaycaretherewill bethree
designated play areas for dogs that
are small, medium and large in size,
and dogs who prefer to be alone will
havedesignatedtimefor outdoor play
alone and four separate times with a
staffer. Shade can be provided for
dogs, Mr. Parker said at the question
of board member Anthony Carter.

Variances approved included a
shortfall of parking by 27 spaces, no
rear yard setback, and a side-yard
setback on the easterly side of five
feet where eight feet isrequired. K9

Resorts is combining an adjacent lot
where a construction yard operates
intoonelot.In2015, K9resortsmoved
from anearby location on South Av-
enueand builtanew boardingfacility
at 57 South Avenue. The company
started in Fanwood in 2005, and now
has 40 state-of-the-art K9 Resorts
across the country, Mr. Parker said.

Two new exercise areas include
one on the second-story addition,
measuring 35 feet by 20 feet, to the
westerly side of the building, aswell
asanew, ground-level exercise area
for thedogs, measuring 65 by 50feet,
at therear of the property, planner for
the applicant, James Watson, said. It
will have a permeable turf ground
that filtersthedog urineandraintoa
stone base, which then collectsintoa
basin.Athirdexerciseareaareadyin
placetotheeasterly sidewill remain,
Mr. Watson said.

Residents whose homes are situ-
ated behind therear yard of thefacil-
ity, whichisseparated by the Conrail
line, had concerns about added
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from the September 3 Town Council
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Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EXPANDING IN FANWOOD...K-9 Resorts co-owner and Chief Executive
Officer Steven Parker explainstheexpansion of thebusinessat last Wednesday's
Fanwood Planning Board meeting. The board approved the project.
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