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ONE DOLLAR

Tracts of South Ave. East Eyed
As Possible Redevelopment Area

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Soecially Written for The Westfield Leader
WESTFIELD — Thetown council
Tuesday passed aresol utiontorecom-
mend to theplanning board toinvesti-
gate whether to designate a strip on
SouthAvenueasanon-condemnation
redevel opment area. Thepropertiesto
be investigated would be the follow-
ing based on the block and lot infor-
mation provided in the resol ution:
418 South Avenue East owned by
Westfield Crossing LLC, 421-429
South Avenue owned by Westfield
Crossing LLC, 448 South Avenue
East owned by Westfield Crossi ng

LLC (identified on Google maps as
Sevell’s Auto), 445-449 South Av-
enue owned by Beazer East Incorpo-
rated (TerraT herm on Google maps),
338 Windsor Avenue owned by
Westfield Crossing LLC (shown as
Sevell’sAuto Body on Googlemaps.)
Town planner Don Sammet would
conduct theinvestigation, whichcould
take until about December, Town
Administrator Jim Gildea said.
Inother business, during thework-
shop meeting, Councilwoman Dawn
Mackey said the town is to address
rising floodwaters. “We can’'t deny
seeing moreand moreof that withthe
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

HBO COMES TO CRANFORD...Vintage automobiles were in downtown
Cranford Thursday afternoon to be used in the filming of HBO’s “The Plot
Against America”’ starring John Turturroand Winona Ryder.

New Super. Excited About
Joining M ountainside

By KATE BROWNE
Soecially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Janet Wall-
ing, the new superintendent of the
Mountainside School District, islook-
ing forward to beginning the school
year and is grateful for the warm
wel come and support that the board,
staff and parents have provided over
the past two months.

Duringarecentinterview, Mrs.Wall-
ing explained that she was attracted to
Mountainsi debecauseof itsreputation
asaclose-knit community, which sup-
portsand val uesitspublic schools. She
noted it is a district with an effective
board of education, strong parentd in-
volvement and ahighly engaged staff.
Mrs. Walling expressed her apprecia-
tion for the administrators, staff, and
custodianswho haveworkedtirelessy
over thesummer topreparefor thestart
of the school year at Beechwood and
Deerfield Elementary Schools and is
looking forward to working with Ber-
keley Heights and other local districts
asthe school year begins.

Mrs. Walling comes to Mountain-
side from the Atlantic Highlands

School Districtin Monmouth County,
where she worked for 31 years. She
began as a special-education teacher,
workedinregular educationandgained
extensive experience in management
and administration by serving as in-
terim supervisor for both curriculum
and special education. Mrs. Walling
also served asprincipal of theAtlantic
HighlandsElementary School, which
served studentsfrompre-kindergarten
tosixth grade, for morethan adecade.

Mrs. Walling's goals align with
Mountainside’s mission of providing
studentswith the opportunities, expe-
riences, and support neededinorderto
become strong independent learners.
Sheenvisionsbroadening professional
development opportunities for staff;
continuing the use of solid instruc-
tional practices, and extending the
implementation of socia and emo-
tional learning strategies, as well as
data driven insights to support the
needs of what she termed the “whole
learner.” Shesaidthedistrict promotes
acollaborativelearning environment,
infusing critical thinking, technology
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD RETURNS TO 40's...HBO has chosen Downtown Cranford for a
filming location for their upcoming miniseries, “The Plot Against America.” It is
based on a Phillip Roth novel and isset in the 1940’ s. Stor efronts, traffic signsand
meter sweremadetolook fromtheperiod. Thetr afficlineson ther oadswer eblacked
out and old-timecar swer eliningthestr eets. L otsof peoplecameout Thur sday night
totake pictures. Filming wasto take place Thursday and Friday overnight.

building,” Ms. Mackey said.

Theresultsof aleaf-collection sur-
vey showed 545 residentsresponded,
Councilman David Contract said. Of
the respondents, 53 percent were ex-
tremely satisfiedwithleaf collection,
while 40 percent were not satisfied,
Mr. Contract said.

He has recommended creating a
leaf collection committee to study
how to collect leaves in town. “We
need to figure out a better way in
Westfield,” Mr. Contract stated. Cur-
rently, the town offers street side
pickup of leaf pilesthat areto be put
out on the street within one week of
being collected.

Mayor Shelley Brindle suggested
that thetown possibly hireextraleaf-
collection staff during heavier leaf-
collection periods.

In regards to recycling, the town’s
conservation center collected more
than 500 poundsof plasticbags, which
earned the municipality a free park
bench from Trex Company, Council-
man Contractsaid. “Bringit cleanand
dry and it can berecycled,” Mr. Con-
tract said. Mayor Brindle suggested
placingthebenchintheMindowaskin
Park playground. The bench has a
back on it, unlike the new benches
which are designed backless to be
handicapped accessible. The mayor
said shehad heard from somenursing
momsand seniorswhosaidthey would
prefer abench with aback.

Also, starting next year, the town
will only sell permitstotheconserva-
tion center online.

With school starting this week,
school crossing guards have been at-
tendingtrai ningthroughthenew com-
pany contracted to supply the guards
to the town. “They still have a few
spotstofill,” Mr. Gildeasaid, further
commenting that about three or four
guardsareneeded. Of theguardswho
had been hired by the town previ-
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader

ELVISIN THE HOUSE...At the St. Bartholomew/UNICO Italian Festival in Scotch Plainsover the Labor Day weekend,
Elvis(Mark Reno), backed up by Bill Turner and Blue Smoke Band, serenadesthe crowdson Satur day night. Thepleasant

weather contributed tothefun.

New Principals, Security Changes
Greet Pupilsin New School Year

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Soecially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The school year
in Westfield has brought leadership
changes with new principals at
Westfield High School and Roosevelt
Intermediate School as well as 26
new teachers.

Brian Gechtman of Scotch Plainsis
the new principal of Roosevelt Inter-
mediate Schoal (RIS). He succeeds
MaryAsfendis, whoisnow principal of
Westfied High School (WHS). In ad-
dition, KeithBrunson, previously dean
of 11th-grade students at Piscataway

Westfield’'s Full-Day Kinder
Plansfor $12 Mil. Expansion

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTHFELD — Theboard of edu-
cationapproved thenext stepfor bring-
ing full-day kindergartentothedistrict
at itsAugust 27 meeting. The prelimi-
nary buildingexpans onplanpresented
at the meeting will be sent to the New
Jersey Department of Education asan
application for approval.

As previously reported in The
Westfield Leader, current buildings do
not provideenough spacefor afull-day
kindergarten program; Jefferson El-
ementary School and Washington El-
ementary School were chosen for ex-
pansion.

The proposed additionsto Jefferson
and Washington schools, aswell asthe
previoudy upgraded Lincoln Early
Childhood Center, will house the esti-
mated 420 to 440 studentsfor full-day
kindergarten.

Architect GeorgeDuthie, of Fraytak,
Veisz, Hopkins, Duthie, PC., presented
the project, including building plans,
estimated costsand timeline.

AccordingtoMr. Duthie, eachschool

will need an approximately 11,450
sguare-foot expansion. Each addition
will includenine classroomswith self-
contained toilet rooms, a mechanical
room, a storage room and faculty
restrooms. Someof theproposedclass-
roomsin each building will have“flex
space,” Mr. Duthie stated, for specia
servicesor smal-groupingtruction. The
proposed budget for Jefferson School
is$5.85 million. Washington will cost
approximately $6.01 millionduetothe
removal and reconstruction of the
school’s playground to make room for
the expansion.

Thetotal costisan estimated $11.86
million, whichincludesprojected con-
gtruction inflation for the next three
years, furniture, utilities and security
equipment and ingtalation. It dso in-
cludes regulatory agency fees, other
feesand contingency funds.

“The project will befunded through
the sale of bonds. The taxpayers will
pay thedebt onthat bond,” Mr. Duthie
explained. Hea sostatedthat theproject
may qualify for financial support from
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9/11 Memorial Events

Ceremoni esandremembrancepro-
grams will take place next Wednes-
day, September 11, the 18th anniver-
sary of theattacksontheWorld Trade
Center, thePentagon, and United Air-
lines Flight 93.

Scotch Plains — The annua me-
morial servicewill beginat 6 p.m. at
the 9/11 Memorial Monument onthe
Alan M. Augustine Village Green,
adjacent tothe Scotch PlainsMunici-
pal Building on Park Avenue.

Cranford — The Cranford World
Trade Center Memorial Committee
and the Cranford Clergy Council
will host a9/11 Memorial Service,
beginning at 6:30 p.m., at WTC
Park, located at Springfield and

North Union Avenues in Cranford.
In the event of inclement weather,
the service will be held at the First
Presbyterian Church across from
the park.

Westfield — A remembrance cer-
emony will takeplaceat 7 p.m. at the
9/11 memorial, located at North Av-
enue and East Broad Street. The pro-
gram will include clergy remarks,
presentation of a ceremonia wreath
and timefor silent reflection.

Union County September 11thMe-
morial — Echo Lake Park, Moun-
tainside. The memorial will be open
to visitors from the morning hours
until 9 p.m. Visitors may bring and
light candles.

High School, isthe new assistant prin-
cipa a Roosevelt, filling the vacancy
leftwhenMr. Gechtmanwaspromoted.

“They areworking well and are ea-
ger to havethe staff arrive (on Septem-
ber 3) and then they are eager for the
studentstoarrive[today],” Superinten-
dent of SchoolsMargaret Dolan, Ed.D.,
said during an interview with The
Westfield Leader on Thursday.

Superintendent Dolan said themain
focusof thesummer by schoal officials
was security.

“Wetruly arefortunatethat we have
the Westfield Police Department, who
has worked for years and continuesto
do so, aswell astraining fromtheNew
Jersey Department of Education on
security, (which includes) up-to-date
training on best practices (for schoal
security),” shesaid.

In addition, the Union County
Prosecutor’ sOfficeoffersprogramsfor
school administrators.

“They (law enforcement) aretheex-
pertsin security and wereally appreci-
ate their efforts in working with us,
answering our questions and making
recommendations for the best way for
usto secure our schools,” she said.

The superintendent said this is not

only important during the school day,
but after hours when various commu-
nity groups are using the schoals. “ So
that was an area of focus,” she said.

Security changes were presented at
theAugust 27 board of education meet-
ing. Shesaidfollowingtheboard meset-
ing she sent an email to dl staff and
parents announcing the security
changes. School principals aso have
been sending out |ettersto parents.

A welcomevideotoparentsincludes
security changes.

Shesaid all staff havetagsthat they
wear, which provide admittance to
school buildings. Superintendent Dolan
said accessis"very specific,” meaning
ateacher only has accessto the school
building he or she teaches in during
“specified hoursand daysof theyear.”
Accessisrevoked once a staffer isno
longer employed by the district.

Staff have been trained inlockdown
Situations, as evidenced last spring at
Tamagues Elementary School after
school hours when a man with a gun
showed up to seehisex-girlfriend who
is ateacher at the school. Superinten-
dent Dolan said al schoal buildings
also have panic buttons and staff can
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SPORT S-- Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Football Preseason with scrimmage
game; Westfield/Cranford Football
scrimmage; Westfield Devilfish Sea-
son Wrapup.

Town News -- Westfield Mayor
Shelley Brindle’'s Opening Remarks
from the September 3 Town Council
meeting.

~See goleader.com~

Courtesy of the Westfield Board of Education

BACK TO SCHOOL ...Westfield Leader Assignment Editor Paul Peyton inter-
views Superintendent of SchoolsMargar et Dolan, Ed.D, last Thursday concern-

ing the new school year.
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