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Congratulations to the Top Producers for the Month of July!

Beth 
Sullivan
Top Sales and Overall Production

C. 908.578.3812

Julie 
Murphy
Top Listings

C. 908.415.6781

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
ELVIS IN THE HOUSE...At the St. Bartholomew/UNICO Italian Festival in Scotch Plains over the Labor Day weekend,
Elvis (Mark Reno), backed up by Bill Turner and Blue Smoke Band, serenades the crowds on Saturday night. The pleasant
weather contributed to the fun.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

New Principals, Security Changes
Greet Pupils in New School Year

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HBO COMES TO CRANFORD...Vintage automobiles were in downtown
Cranford Thursday afternoon to be used in the filming of HBO’s “The Plot
Against America” starring John Turturro and Winona Ryder.

Westfield’s Full-Day Kinder
Plans for $12 Mil. Expansion

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of edu-
cation approved the next step for bring-
ing full-day kindergarten to the district
at its August 27 meeting. The prelimi-
nary building expansion plan presented
at the meeting will be sent to the New
Jersey Department of Education as an
application for approval.

As previously reported in The
Westfield Leader, current buildings do
not provide enough space for a full-day
kindergarten program; Jefferson El-
ementary School and Washington El-
ementary School were chosen for ex-
pansion.

The proposed additions to Jefferson
and Washington schools, as well as the
previously upgraded Lincoln Early
Childhood Center, will house the esti-
mated 420 to 440 students for full-day
kindergarten.

Architect George Duthie, of Fraytak,
Veisz, Hopkins, Duthie, P.C., presented
the project, including building plans,
estimated costs and timeline.

According to Mr. Duthie, each school

will need an approximately 11,450-
square-foot expansion. Each addition
will include nine classrooms with self-
contained toilet rooms, a mechanical
room, a storage room and faculty
restrooms. Some of the proposed class-
rooms in each building will have “flex
space,” Mr. Duthie stated, for special
services or small-group instruction. The
proposed budget for Jefferson School
is $5.85 million. Washington will cost
approximately $6.01 million due to the
removal and reconstruction of the
school’s playground to make room for
the expansion.

The total cost is an estimated $11.86
million, which includes projected con-
struction inflation for the next three
years, furniture, utilities and security
equipment and installation. It also in-
cludes regulatory agency fees, other
fees and contingency funds.

“The project will be funded through
the sale of bonds. The taxpayers will
pay the debt on that bond,” Mr. Duthie
explained. He also stated that the project
may qualify for financial support from
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The school year
in Westfield has brought leadership
changes with new principals at
Westfield High School and Roosevelt
Intermediate School as well as 26
new teachers.

Brian Gechtman of Scotch Plains is
the new principal of Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School (RIS). He succeeds
Mary Asfendis, who is now principal of
Westfield High School (WHS). In ad-
dition, Keith Brunson, previously dean
of 11th-grade students at Piscataway

High School, is the new assistant prin-
cipal at Roosevelt, filling the vacancy
left when Mr. Gechtman was promoted.

“They are working well and are ea-
ger to have the staff arrive (on Septem-
ber 3) and then they are eager for the
students to arrive [today],” Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.,
said during an interview with The
Westfield Leader on Thursday.

Superintendent Dolan said the main
focus of the summer by school officials
was security.

“We truly are fortunate that we have
the Westfield Police Department, who
has worked for years and continues to
do so, as well as training from the New
Jersey Department of Education on
security, (which includes) up-to-date
training on best practices (for school
security),” she said.

In addition, the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office offers programs for
school administrators.

“They (law enforcement) are the ex-
perts in security and we really appreci-
ate their efforts in working with us,
answering our questions and making
recommendations for the best way for
us to secure our schools,” she said.

The superintendent said this is not

only important during the school day,
but after hours when various commu-
nity groups are using the schools. “So
that was an area of focus,” she said.

Security changes were presented at
the August 27 board of education meet-
ing. She said following the board meet-
ing she sent an email to all staff and
parents announcing the security
changes. School principals also have
been sending out letters to parents.

A welcome video to parents includes
security changes.

She said all staff have tags that they
wear, which provide admittance to
school buildings. Superintendent Dolan
said access is “very specific,” meaning
a teacher only has access to the school
building he or she teaches in during
“specified hours and days of the year.”
Access is revoked once a staffer is no
longer employed by the district.

Staff have been trained in lockdown
situations, as evidenced last spring at
Tamaques Elementary School after
school hours when a man with a gun
showed up to see his ex-girlfriend who
is a teacher at the school. Superinten-
dent Dolan said all school buildings
also have panic buttons and staff can

New Super. Excited About
Joining Mountainside

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Janet Wall-
ing, the new superintendent of the
Mountainside School District, is look-
ing forward to beginning the school
year and is grateful for the warm
welcome and support that the board,
staff and parents have provided over
the past two months.

During a recent interview, Mrs. Wall-
ing explained that she was attracted to
Mountainside because of its reputation
as a close-knit community, which sup-
ports and values its public schools. She
noted it is a district with an effective
board of education, strong parental in-
volvement and a highly engaged staff.
Mrs. Walling expressed her apprecia-
tion for the administrators, staff, and
custodians who have worked tirelessly
over the summer to prepare for the start
of the school year at Beechwood and
Deerfield Elementary Schools and is
looking forward to working with Ber-
keley Heights and other local districts
as the school year begins.

Mrs. Walling comes to Mountain-
side from the Atlantic Highlands

School District in Monmouth County,
where she worked for 31 years. She
began as a special-education teacher,
worked in regular education and gained
extensive experience in management
and administration by serving as in-
terim supervisor for both curriculum
and special education. Mrs. Walling
also served as principal of the Atlantic
Highlands Elementary School, which
served students from pre-kindergarten
to sixth grade, for more than a decade.

Mrs. Walling’s goals align with
Mountainside’s mission of providing
students with the opportunities, expe-
riences, and support needed in order to
become strong independent learners.
She envisions broadening professional
development opportunities for staff;
continuing the use of solid instruc-
tional practices; and extending the
implementation of social and emo-
tional learning strategies, as well as
data driven insights to support the
needs of what she termed the “whole
learner.” She said the district promotes
a collaborative learning environment,
infusing critical thinking, technology

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CRANFORD RETURNS TO 40’s...HBO has chosen Downtown Cranford for a
filming location for their upcoming miniseries, “The Plot Against America.” It is
based on a Phillip Roth novel and is set in the 1940’s. Storefronts, traffic signs and
meters were made to look from the period. The traffic lines on the roads were blacked
out and old-time cars were lining the streets. Lots of people came out Thursday night
to take pictures. Filming was to take place Thursday and Friday overnight.

9/11 Memorial Events
Ceremonies and remembrance pro-

grams will take place next Wednes-
day, September 11, the 18th anniver-
sary of the attacks on the World Trade
Center, the Pentagon, and United Air-
lines Flight 93.

Scotch Plains — The annual me-
morial service will begin at 6 p.m. at
the 9/11 Memorial Monument on the
Alan M. Augustine Village Green,
adjacent to the Scotch Plains Munici-
pal Building on Park Avenue.

Cranford — The Cranford World
Trade Center Memorial Committee
and the Cranford Clergy Council
will host a 9/11 Memorial Service,
beginning at 6:30 p.m., at WTC
Park, located at Springfield and

North Union Avenues in Cranford.
In the event of inclement weather,
the service will be held at the First
Presbyterian Church across from
the park.

Westfield  — A remembrance cer-
emony will take place at 7 p.m. at the
9/11 memorial, located at North Av-
enue and East Broad Street. The pro-
gram will include clergy remarks,
presentation of a ceremonial wreath
and time for silent reflection.

Union County September 11th Me-
morial — Echo Lake Park, Moun-
tainside. The memorial will be open
to visitors from the morning hours
until 9 p.m. Visitors may bring and
light candles.
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Tracts of South Ave. East Eyed
As Possible Redevelopment Area
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town council
Tuesday passed a resolution to recom-
mend to the planning board to investi-
gate whether to designate a strip on
South Avenue as a non-condemnation
redevelopment area. The properties to
be investigated would be the follow-
ing based on the block and lot infor-
mation provided in the resolution:

418 South Avenue East owned by
Westfield Crossing LLC, 421-429
South Avenue owned by Westfield
Crossing LLC, 448 South Avenue
East owned by Westfield Crossing

LLC (identified on Google maps as
Sevell’s Auto), 445-449 South Av-
enue owned by Beazer East Incorpo-
rated (TerraTherm on Google maps),
338 Windsor Avenue owned by
Westfield Crossing LLC (shown as
Sevell’s Auto Body on Google maps.)

Town planner Don Sammet would
conduct the investigation, which could
take until about December, Town
Administrator Jim Gildea said.

In other business, during the work-
shop meeting, Councilwoman Dawn
Mackey said the town is to address
rising floodwaters. “We can’t deny
seeing more and more of that with the

building,” Ms. Mackey said.
The results of a leaf-collection sur-

vey showed 545 residents responded,
Councilman David Contract said. Of
the respondents, 53 percent were ex-
tremely satisfied with leaf collection,
while 40 percent were not satisfied,
Mr. Contract said.

He has recommended creating a
leaf collection committee to study
how to collect leaves in town. “We
need to figure out a better way in
Westfield,” Mr. Contract stated. Cur-
rently, the town offers street side
pickup of leaf piles that are to be put
out on the street within one week of
being collected.

Mayor Shelley Brindle suggested
that the town possibly hire extra leaf-
collection staff during heavier leaf-
collection periods.

In regards to recycling, the town’s
conservation center collected more
than 500 pounds of plastic bags, which
earned the municipality a free park
bench from Trex Company, Council-
man Contract said. “Bring it clean and
dry and it can be recycled,” Mr. Con-
tract said. Mayor Brindle suggested
placing the bench in the Mindowaskin
Park playground. The bench has a
back on it, unlike the new benches
which are designed backless to be
handicapped accessible. The mayor
said she had heard from some nursing
moms and seniors who said they would
prefer a bench with a back.

Also, starting next year, the town
will only sell permits to the conserva-
tion center online.

With school starting this week,
school crossing guards have been at-
tending training through the new com-
pany contracted to supply the guards
to the town. “They still have a few
spots to fill,” Mr. Gildea said, further
commenting that about three or four
guards are needed. Of the guards who
had been hired by the town previ-

Courtesy of the Westfield Board of Education
BACK TO SCHOOL...Westfield Leader Assignment Editor Paul Peyton inter-
views Superintendent of Schools Margaret Dolan, Ed.D, last Thursday concern-
ing the new school year.
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SPORTS -- Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Football Preseason with scrimmage
game; Westfield/Cranford Football
scrimmage; Westfield Devilfish Sea-
son Wrapup.

Town News -- Westfield Mayor
Shelley Brindle’s Opening Remarks
from the September 3 Town Council
meeting.
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