
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, October 31, 2019 Page 5

ACCELERATE downtown revitalization

...with local support for local businesses.

BUILD a working neighborhood watch

...unity, visibility, and real-time information.

IMPROVE athletic fields and facilities

...no more out-of-town home games.

INVEST in roads and sidewalks
...partnerships to increase pedestrian safety.

Rob's Plan: Expect More

My family taught me the importance of giving back. It is a privilege to serve my Town as a 

flag football, soccer, basketball, and softball coach, and as a member of the Board of 

Adjustment. As a council member, I will give back to the neighbors in Ward 1 by 

representing them with a commitment to people and public service. Together, we can 

help Westfield continue to be its best.
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VOTE NOVEMBER 5   

Paid for by Benacchio for Council, Rodger Studwell, Treasurer, 528 Forest Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

- Rob

Policy on Political
Endorsements

The newspaper will publish politi-
cal endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the news-
paper at www.goleader.com. Submit-
tals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.

Those who would like their politi-
cal endorsements also published in
the printed newspaper can do so by
using the paid service at https://
w w w . g o l e a d e r . c o m / f o r m /
bulletin.htm.

We publish letters to the editor in
the printed newspaper on issues of
importance to our readers at the dis-
cretion of the editors.

City of Linden Issued Federal Charges
Against State Sen. Nicholas Scutari

The recent media has many articles
over the allegations that Senator Scutari,
who was fired last year as Linden’s mu-
nicipal prosecutor, who held a double
dipping job, had made his prosecutor job
low-show by skipping 57 out of 111 court
appearances. And that was just in 2018,
this travesty goes back to 2014. The total
he grifted from the Linden taxpayers is
over $150,000. Documentation of his
egregious acts were sent from the City of
Linden to the federal attorney general’s
office.

At the October 24, 2019 Freeholder
meeting as a resident and a registered
Democrat, I stepped up to the podium and

asked the freeholders that based on these
serious allegations, they should consider
condemning Scutari and ask him to step
down from the Senatorial position. My
guess is that charges could arise of “theft
of services,” “dereliction of duty” and
“non-feasance.” Also of utmost concern,
Senator Scutari is also the political boss
of my Democratic party of Union County.
Since he controls the county election line
of the freeholders, I asked them to depose
him from the boss position; based that
this is tainting not only my Union County
but my political party.

I offered additional past offenses of
Scutari’s such as when he was a Union
County freeholder he actually lied in a
document sent out to the five towns along
the defunct Rahway Valley rail line say-
ing, not to worry, there was just weeding
and vegetation maintenance, when shortly
after it turned out to be a full out reactiva-
tion of the railroad.

And as our county political boss, in some
dubious personal jihad, anyone who ques-
tioned him, he threw them off the commit-
tee and General Election ballot lines. This
happened the other year to Freeholder Jalloh
who served the public well yet was tossed
off the line last election.

Plus in violation of our county bylaws
that a county manager must be hired who
lives in Union County, boss Scutari co-
erced the Freeholders to appoint Scutari’s
BFF, who has no government adminis-
tration experience and lives in Middlesex
County. All this considered convincing
evidence of someone who should not be

in any leadership positions.
In wrap-up comments, some freehold-

ers responded to my request by praising
Senator Scutari and the county manager.
Of course they would, they are afraid of
questioning Scutari and being thrown off
the line like Freeholder Jalloh, et. al.
Freeholder Granados said the county man-
ager went thru an interview process, which
did not answer the question of bylaw
violation, and we can easily assume there
was no real interview process anyway. In
addition, Granados said that the county
does not work on politics. Freeholder
Mirabella stated that I must hate the Free-
holders, to which I can attest since they
foster this corrupt, abusive system and
Mirabella himself, thru a patronage job,
was able to multiply his public pension
by six times in just three years; Free-
holder Hudak noted this is a political hit
job and it’s just the “Silly Season.” To
Granados, Mirabella and Hudak, to their
claims the county does not work by poli-
tics, look inward toward your hypocrisy-
that same meeting we were all at, the
freeholders gave out 50 big cardboard
checks to the 21 towns in the county,
totaling over a million dollars. That is
solid political self-promotion two weeks
before elections, especially since the
towns don’t get that money until the next
year. It may be the “Silly Season” to me,
but its more a corrupted season for them,
except it is year-round.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Election Day Is A Day To Simply
Execute On Common Sense

I have lived in Westfield, with my
family since the early 1990’s. In that
time there has been a lot of change
and mostly for the better. I have al-
ways watched politics from the na-
tional to local levels. As a constitu-
tional conservative, I have always
tried to look at any issue through the
lens of country/state/municipality and
not party. Essentially, what is best for
the people and not any given party.
This seems to make sense — com-
mon sense.

In the election for New Jersey State
Assembly coming up on Tuesday,
November 5, the question again comes
up related to what makes sense for us,
the people. The answer I have con-
cluded is the team of Jon Bramnick
and Nancy Munoz.

Jon Bramnick and Nancy Munoz
have an overall governing track record
of clear common sense for what is
best for the people they represent.
They have been at the forefront of the
fight to end court mandated high-
density housing in our communities.
They have a plan to return develop-
ment decisions back to local govern-
ments instead of appointed judges.
They are taking on insurance compa-
nies to make sure treatment prescribed
by our doctors is covered and that any
pre-existing conditions don’t dis-
qualify us from coverage. In my opin-
ion, these actions are that of common
sense and will help all of us.

Jon and Nancy have also been lead-
ing the charge to make New Jersey

more affordable. Not for a given party
or select group but for all the people
they represent. They have a plan to
cap state spending and cut income
taxes by 10 percent to make sure
more of our hard earned money re-
mains with us so we decide how that
money can best serve ourselves, fami-
lies and the charities we care about.

Essentially, Jon Bramnick and
Nancy Munoz have been fighting to
improve our community, cut taxes
and keep us safe. All of us. Their
common-sense approach to govern-
ing continues to be needed.

While I think highly of others seek-
ing to win the New Jersey State As-
sembly, I am troubled by how far the
Democratic Party has moved in a
direction that is more about party and
not about us and the people they rep-
resent. This is not true of every mem-
ber but certainly too many members
of the party. Party must never be
valued over country. That simply does
not make common sense.

On Tuesday, November 5, I will be
voting for Jon Bramnick and Nancy
Munoz for New Jersey State Assem-
bly and I urge you to do the same. Not
for party but for us. All of us. It just
makes sense.

John Lazzarotti
Westfield
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Experience Matters
I am writing today in support of

Rob Benacchio for First Ward
Councilman. I was previously a
member of the WRC but am now
registered as an Independent voter
with friends and family on both
sides of the aisle. Having been
involved with many Committees and
having been elected to many private
Board seats and offices I have had
the wealth of much experience with
various components of what has
made Westfield be the Town we all
love and support. The community
leaders I have had the good fortune
to work with and learn from has
been an amazing journey. I am so
grateful for all I have learned. I
have always voted my conscience
and this election will be no different.
Having already cast my ballot by
mail, due to upcoming obligations,
I am comfortable with being public
with my choices.

I have had the unique opportunity
of previously (and currently)

working on committees with both
First Ward candidates. There is no
denying that both are nice people.
My choice is made when it comes
down to actually getting something
done and having an active level of
involvement. Rob has consistently
shown up, ready to work, always
with an open mind and always having
done his homework. The adage of “If
you want something done, ask a busy
person” comes to mind when I think
of Rob. For a long while we would be
at volunteer opportunities and, in
talking, realized we had similar goals
regarding our mutual desire to help
Westfield be the best it can be. Rob,
in addition to being an attorney, is
also a long time Westfield Board of
Adjustment member as well as a very
active coach for several of his
children’s sports teams. I have been
impressed with his work ethic, his
legal knowledge and his willingness
to roll up his sleeves to get things
done. He has a great perspective on

life and is always giving back to our
community. I have found him to be
reliable, transparent, conscientious
and good counsel. Genuine is the
word that I think of when describing
him to others. Rob’s ability to find
quick, logical solutions for current
day issues is impressive. I have
watched him always speak his
conscience, be accountable and
never just go along with the crowd.
An independent thinker, he listens
but does not judge…a great quality
needed in leadership.

I look forward to Rob bringing
his years of experience and wealth
of knowledge of Town of Westfield
matters to our Town Council when
he is elected. I have confidence that
he will serve and represent us well
in the First Ward and the whole of
Westfield.

Debby Burslem
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Happy Halloween

Compose your business Ad and
have it published online for Free.

www.goleader.com/free


